
ORGANIC CENTRALISM: A VITAL QUESTION (III) 
 

 
(Lenin on the path of the revolution, 1924). 

Starting from the end, we seek the organizational cement of 
our discipline not in coercion (remember the voluntary nature of 
Party membership), but in the collective militant commitment to 
the achievement of the same end, inserting the functions of each 
party member in an organizational structure that rationally 
distributes tasks to guide our activity and results towards that 
end. To organize and carry out this collective work, as well as to 
distribute the tasks, the Party holds frequent meetings in each 
section and also general and regional meetings on an 
international basis. This work is developed in an anti-
individualistic, non-personalistic, anonymous way. No comrade 
is exempt from militant work in all its manifestations and no one 
gravitates as a privileged above the others. If there are comrades 
who have the capacity or are in a position to assume tasks of 
greater responsibility, it will be because they will be those who 
can best organize a work and a thought that is not theirs but of 
the party and because they will assume the greatest sacrifices 
and the greatest commitment to the cause for which we are 
fighting. The opportunist conception is that the leaders live off 
the organization, the militant conception of Marxism is that we 
all live for the Party and for the communist revolution.  

(Lenin on the path of the 
revolution, 1924). 

In short, although in the distribution of tasks we take into 

account diverse aptitudes and potentialities, although there are 
comrades whose understanding, possibilities, commitment and 
spirit of sacrifice put them at the head of the organization at 
certain times and for certain tasks, we will never admit that the 
revolutionary process can depend on any Tom, Dick and Harry 
being present or, worse, on them being "democratically elected".  

(Lenin on the path of 
the revolution, 1924). 

We therefore reiterate that the process of conformation of the 
Party and its structure is a process of selection and of material 
and dialectical maturation that derives from the whole past of 
experiences and practice of the unitary mechanism of the party. 
For us the exceptional leader is nothing but an instrument that 
the movement uses, but the movement will always be much 
stronger when such a personality is not necessary. The 
dependence of the continuity of the line on one or several 
persons will always be a great weakness. This is why we no 
longer want any Lenin, but a movement that from the center to 
the base understands, embraces and defends an invariant 
program. Our current always thought that the future revolution 

." («Carlylian Ghosts»). 
There will be times when we will have among us comrades 

with exceptional aptitudes and we will be able to incorporate 
these "instruments" into the common work, there will be times 
when we will be subjected to a repression that will limit our 
possibilities of communication, there will be times when groups 
of comrades will even be isolated for a time because of this 
repression or because of circumstances such as war. In the 
multiple circumstances in which the Party will have to develop 
and survive in the whole process that separates us from the 
triumphant revolution and even in the subsequent phase of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat, the Party will have to and will be 
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able to adapt its organizational structure maintaining its 
centralized character and a solid organizational discipline if, and 
only if, the unity of doctrine, program and tactics is maintained 
as an unalterable base, having expelled from its interior any 
democratic or personalist weakness.   

 

Draft Thesis presented by the Left to the 3rd 
Congress of the Communist Party of Italy (Lyon, 1926) 

The following series of quotations are part of the Lyon Theses 
(1926). The Lyon Congress was the first congress in which the 
opportunist direction of the Communist Party of Italy (the 

 current, headed by Gramsci and Togliatti - the latter 
later appointed Minister of Grace and Justice by the Italian 
Monarchy - hand-picked by the International) formally obtained 
the majority. How did obtain it? The opportunist leadership 
forbade the attendance of a whole series of delegates who were 
on the line of the Left (the current that founded and led the 
Communist Party of Italy until the degenerating International 
changed its direction taking advantage of the fact that fascism 
had imprisoned an important part of the comrades). Then, it was 
instituted that the votes of the absentee delegates would be 
counted in favor of the proposals of the opportunist direction. As 
simple and democratic as that. But we will not react to these 
maneuvers with the naive claim of a true democracy. As we have 
been explaining, it is a matter of understanding how these 
maneuvers are inextricably linked to democratic deception, 
which must be overcome forever. It is also a matter of 
understanding how the crises and degenerations of the formal 
Party are a material historical fact and that they have never 
depended on nor have they ever been avoided through the vote 
count of a congress session, but are determined by the hostile 
environment in which the Party must develop, which is first a 
product and only then a factor of history. 

The Lyon Theses represent a point of arrival and a point of 
departure, the lessons of the experience of the tactical and then 
programmatic degeneration of the Third International. As in the 
case of the previous texts and bodies of theses, although we 
extract here a series of specific quotations to illustrate the 
question we have been explaining, they deserve and must be 
read in their entirety, thus apprehending the general 
interweaving between their different parts.  

(Lyon Theses, 1926). 
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The text reaffirms the old Marxist thesis that the proletariat 
only becomes a class for itself with the constitution of the 
Communist Party, already enunciated in the Manifesto of the 
Communist Party. (1848). When asked about the means to avoid 
the possible degeneration of such a party, it is ruled out that this 
is possible by means of an organizational formula and the 
fundamental Marxist postulate is recalled: 

. Next, it will be recalled that it 
is only in this Communist Party that the "inversion of praxis" can 
take place, reaching the maximum of consciousness and will. The 
leaders are mere instruments and operators of these 
collective consciousness and will. In other texts, the Left will 
compare the communist leader to a tramway driver as opposed 
to the idea of complete freedom in the choice of course.  

 (Lyon Theses, 
1926). 

The Lyon Theses contain the following passage, vital to 
survive under the weight of the counterrevolution. The condition 
of the revolutionary resumption of the proletariat is the existence 
of a Party which, without renouncing the possibilities of coherent 
affirmation presented, knows how to renounce the apparently 
easier ways. Conscious of being a factor, but also a product, of 
historical development, the Party must act in the field of tactics 
by providing itself with precise and respected norms of action, 
rejecting false ways.

 (Lyon 
Theses, 1926). 
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