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WHAT DISTINGUISHES OUR PARTY: The line that goes from Marx to Lenin, to the foundation of
the Communist International and the Communist Party of Italy (Livorno 1921); the struggle of the
Communist Left against the degeneration of the International, against the theory of the "socialism in
a single country” and the Stalinist counterrevolution; the refusal of the Popular Fronts and the
Resistance Blocks; the hard work of restoration of the revolutionary doctrine and organ, in contact
with the working class, outside the personal and electioneering politicking.

AN UNCORRUPTED MOTTO THAT TRANSCENDS GENERATIONS
«OF THE DEAD, THE LIVING AND THE YET TO BE BORN»

In the successive influx of new comrades to the Party militancy and in the successive replacement of new generations of militants as
continuation of the previous generations of communists and revolutionaries, our Party must “transmit the flame along the
historical "thread of the time" (..) The transmission of this non deformed tradition, with the efforts to make real a new
international party organization without historical pauses, cannot be based organizationally on the election of very qualified men or
very informed of the historical doctrine. Instead, it cannot but organically use in the most faithful way the line between the group
action with which it was manifested 40 years ago, and the current line. The new movement cannot hope for supermen or to have the
Messiah, but it must be based on the revival of what may have been preserved over a long time. This preservation cannot be limited to
the teaching of theses and the search for documents, but it even makes use of living tools that form an old guard and that rely on
giving an uncorrupted and powerful motto to a young guard. (continues on page 33)
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This brief comparison of the production of these three
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DEVELOPMENT OF THE ECONOMIC FORCE RELATIONS OF IMPERIALISM

(published in “Per il Comunismo” no.3 — december 2019)

In this economic report we want to highlight the economic
data of several countries in order to reach the most objective
possible assessment of the force relations in the economic field of
the main countries and specifically of the USA, China, India,
Europe and within Europe Germany, France, Italy, England and
Spain.

As the fathers of Marxism Marx, Engels, Lenin, and the
Communist Left have taught us, we examine the economic data
related to industrial production and not the financial data. It is
not that we neglect the financial aspect but that it is derived from
the course of the production process.

The countries we are going to examine are China, USA, India,
Europe, Germany, England, France and Italy.

We first examine the production of Steel, Aluminum
and Cement which are the fundamental elements for
the production of constructions such as roads, bridges,
railways, buildings, production facilities, etc.

STEEL

In an important text of ours from 1950 that appeared in
Battaglia Comunista No. 18 of 1950 it is stated:

“Throughout a man's life it has been able to attend three
times the preparation of an armed conflict with the whole earth
as the scene.

The third world war is not in progress yet. but probably nine
people out of ten consider it with certainty. Even if the tenth was
right, it is certain that we are in the period of open preparation;
for once the ancient warning that war is avoided by preparing for
war would come true. An event like this is not out of history; it
occurs when one of the contestants is so overbearing and armed
that the other raises his hands up without a fight, or after brief
attempts and skirmishes. Throw in the towel and pick up the bag,
you would say in the ring.

Then, it is not necessary to insist on prophecies about the
third war and subordinately about the possibilities of having a
position around the ring during natural life, to have the right to
draw conclusions from the direct experience of the developing
«third preparation».

As always, the guides of the great propaganda work,
unfortunately with success, in such a way that in the foreground
scenes the masses recognize causes and guilt of the danger of
war in ideal, moral, especially national factors, in the fact that
not only certain governments and dominant classes, but certain
people, nations, even races, overcome with an indomitable thirst
for dominance and blood, provoke, threaten, and prepare to
attack the rest of the world, where, on the contrary, masses,
crowds, elites, statesmen would be prone to peace, to
disarmament, to the moving general idyll.

They all make swords and cannons, but all declare that if
those others were not present, the bad ones, the cruel ones, the
sons of the Evil, they would be willing to dedicate themselves
exclusively to the cultivation of oljve branches, to the breeding of
pigeons. (...)

In Marx's time, steel was not yet the expressive index of the
capitalist mode of production, useful for confronting the
industrial development of various countries. The number of
spindles for cotton looms was more useful. The Middle Ages had
dressed men in steel and armories and cuirass and slat factories
had flourished. The bourgeoisie, pretending to abhor the excesses
of that cruel and bloody age, heralded the civil era in which the
c/-devant (NDT: decadent aristocrat) barons and the naked

aborigines of Papua would be dressed in the same wool and
cotton. Egalité, Fraternité. (...)

We must reach 1880 for the statistics of world steel
production to become eloguent: in times of peace, steel was used
to make machines and locomotives, ships and plows, it is well
known. In any case, let the numbers speak a bit.

We will follow only six countries, because all the others,
approximately, do not add up to more than the last tenth of the
mass produced in the world. It will be the big six, and for 1880
only four are enough. We find cotton England in the forefront,
with 1,300,000 tonnes of steel per year, immediately after the
United States of America with 1,200,000, Germany with 700,000,
France with 400,000. In total 3,600,000 tonnes. The figures from
the varfious sources do not vary little, but those rounded are
sufficient for our purpose. {(...)

In the statistics of 1913 the number of 1880 has gone to no
less than twenty times greater. The population of the earth has
grown 25%, his satisfaction with useful consumptions, food,
houses, clothes, and let's put in a little of that steel (although a
plow weighs less than the hoe it replaces, a milling cutter than a
nail file, and so on, taking into account that the steel pens have
replaced all the goose pens, giving an advantage to the
production of nonsense) let's grant that it has doubled; always
denying the bourgeoisie, even in the initial phase, having
increased the true welfare. The disproportion between the two
relationships remains staggering. Can it have no influence on the
development of world events? Isn't a cause of such magnitude,
primary and significant, but certainly not the only one in the
picture of the virulence of Capital, enough for the irruption of
imposing effects? No, it must be the bogeyman, the bad guy, the
tyrant of trageadly, the horde of barbarians that come, who knows
how, from outside this magnificent world of bourgeois economy!

Of the new figure of 71 miflion tonnes per year of stee/
already the largest part, in 1913, was produced by the United
States: 31 million. After 33 years, twenty times more. The Great
Britain, lost the leadership, with a little more than 10 million has
made a minor jump. Meanwhile capitalist industrialism has made
giant strides in the third of the largest, Germany, which has been
placed in the top two with another 19 million increasing 27
times. France makes just over 5 million. We must put two other
characters: Russia, with surely 5 miflion, Japan, which is limited
to 200,000 tonnes, even having been the winner of that one.”
(Her majesty the steel)

After just 16 years:

Production in 1929 in million of tonnes

Million of tonnes % of the world
total
USA 56.43 48%
Germany 16.0 13.5%
England 9.64 8.15%
France 9.55 8%
Russia 4.76 4%

Before the crisis, the USA came to produce 50% of the
world's steel, relegating England to third place with a percentage
of the world total of only 8.15%, while Germany reached second
place with 13.5%.



Here we present a graph that shows the % of the total for
China and the USA from 1996 to 2018.
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From 16% for the USA and 14% for China in 1996, it goes to
52% for China and 6.7% for the USA in 2018.

In June 2019, steel production in China was 87.5 million
tonnes, while in the USA it was 7.27 million tonnes out of a total
world production of 158.98 with a percentage of the total of the
55% for China and 4.58% for the USA and a per capita
production of 62.43 kg/month, that is, around 2 kg/day for each
Chinese, and 22.01 kg/month or 0.71 kg/day for each American.
In China, more steel than food is available.

The classification of steel production for the month of June
2019 has been extracted from the following table taken from the
World Steel Association:

World 158 978
1 China 87,533
2 India 9,336
3 Japan 8,789
4 United States 7,276
5 South Korea 5,958
6 Russia 5,875
7 Germany 3,405
8 Brazil 2,823
9 Turkey 2,698
10 Iran 2,165
11 Italy 2,086
12 Taiwan 1,960
13 Ukraine 1,659
14 Mexico 1,580
15 Viet Nam 1,350
16 France 1,310
17 Spain 1,210
18 Canada 970
19 Poland 780
20 Egypt 725
21 Belgium 720
22 Austria 632
23 United Kingdom 618
24 Netherlands 515
25 Australia 476

(Source W.S.A. in thousands of tonnes)

Monthly crude steel production in the 64 countries included in the report, in thousands of tonnes.

June June % change 6 months

2019 2018 Jun-19/18 2019 2018 % change
Austria 632 474 334 3963 3822 37
Belgium 720 e 660 9,1 4189 4029 4,0
Bulgaria 50 e 63 -20,0 291 347 -16,0
Croatia Oe 9 -100,0 48 52 -7.8
Czech Republic 398 433 -8,0 2448 2506 -2,3
Finland 287 345 -16,8 1938 2114 -8,3
France 1310 1267 34 7702 7978 -3,5
Germany 3405 3617 -58 20717 21830 -5,1
Greece 125 e 140 -10.7 761 776 -1.9
Hungary 122 165 -26,1 936 997 -6,1
Italy 2086 2140 -25 12 561 12819 -2,0
Luxembourg 195 201 -3,0 1186 1171 1,2
Netherlands 515 582 -11,5 3438 3532 -2,7
Poland 780 e 840 -7.1 4912 5223 -6,0
Slovenia 54 57 -57 331 352 -5,8
Spain 1210 1183 23 7418 7420 00
Sweden 362 398 -9,0 2558 2550 03
United Kingdom 618 715 -13,5 3 800 3910 -2,8
Other E.U. (28) (&) 920 e 932 -1,2 5548 5505 08
European Union (28] 13790 14 219 -3,0 84744 86933 -2,5
Bosnia-Herzegovina 75 e 1 5023,0 450 239 88,2
Macedonia 25 37 -331 133 131 1.6
Norway 58 53 98 328 298 10,1
Serbia 171 180 -53 1033 997 36
Turkey 2698 3032 -11,0 16 994 18912 -10.1
Other Europe 3026 3303 -84 18 938 20 577 -8,0
Byelorussia 220 e 217 1,4 1306 1143 14,3
Kazakhstan 385 e 387 -05 2015 2326 -13,4
Moldova 45 e 43 47 206 275 -25,1
Russia 5875 e 6029 -2,6 35757 36010 -0.7
Ukraine 1659 1711 -3.0 10 930 10391 52
Uzbekistan 45 e 60 -25,0 278 327 -15,0
C.LS. (6) 8229 8 447 -2,6 50 492 50 472 0,0
Canada 970 e 1050 -7.6 5834 6544 -10,9
Cuba 15e 16 -8,1 103 103 04
El Salvador 8e 7 11,0 49 47 42
Guatemala 25e 23 66 149 145 27
Mexico 1580 e 1738 -9,1 9650 10 430 -7.5
United States 7276 7057 3.1 44 345 42 059 54
North America 9 874 9892 -0,2 60129 59 327 14
Argentina 412 414 -04 2319 2550 -9,0
Brazil 2823 2913 =31 17 243 17 482 -1.4
Chile 75 e 76 -14 443 534 -17.1
Colombia 90 e 105 -14,5 506 572 -11,5
Ecuador 50 e 48 45 302 290 4.1
Paraguay 1e 2 -359 7 8 -4,0
Peru 105 e 103 24 608 606 04
Uruguay 4e 5 -12,4 28 27 1.1
Venezuela e 12 -75.0 34 93 -63.6
South America 3563 3676 =3,1 21491 22162 =3,0
Egypt 725 e 642 129 4315 3799 13,6
Libya 54 36 51,5 280 184 52,5
South Africa 454 e 547 -17.0 3133 3197 -2,0
Africa 1234 1225 0,7 7729 7 180 7,6
Iran 2165 e 2040 6.1 12788 12110 56
Qatar 231 225 26 1289 1316 -2,1
Saudi Arabia (1) 425 e 460 -7.5 2583 2545 1.5
United Arab Emirates 287 279 2,8 1652 1585 42
Middle East 3108 3 004 3.4 18 312 17 557 4,3
China 87 533 79 585 10,0 492169 447825 9.9
India 9336 8976 4.0 56 959 54 230 50
Japan 8789 8750 04 51082 52 967 -3,6
South Korea 5958 6116 -26 36 445 36 060 1.1
Pakistan 280 e 442 -36,7 1649 2514 -34,4
Taiwan, China 1960 e 1966 -0,3 11552 11425 1.1
Thailand 415 e 589 -29.6 2151 33N -35,0
Vietnam (2) 1350 e 1252 7.8 8170 6215 31,5
Asia 115 622 107 676 7.4 660 176 614 547 7,4
Australia 476 507 -6.2 2719 2923 -7.0
New Zealand 58 52 126 335 327 25
Oceania 534 559 4,4 3054 3 250 -6,0
Total 64 (3) 158 978 152 002 4,6 925064 882 005 49

In the table shown above taken from the World Steel
Association we find the data related to steel production in the
first 6 months of 2019.

We now make a classification by geographical area of steel
production for the first 6 months of 2019 using data from the
World Steel Association:

2019 % sobre el TOTAL 2019
1 ASIA 060,176 71.36%
2 EUROPE 84,744 9.16%
3 NORTH AMERICA 60,129 6.50%
4 C.1.S. 50,492 5.46%
5 SOUTH AMERICA 21,491 2.32%
6 OTHER EUROPE 18,938 2.04%
7 MIDDLE EAST 18,312 1.98%
8 AFRICA 7,729 0.84%

The Asian area produces 71.36% of world steel. If we add the
production of Europe, the C.I.S and the other Europeans, which
form a single area not separated by sea, we obtain a steel
production equal to 88%. In this area, commodities (including
steel) can circulate without being able to be controlled or blocked
by the military navies. With the completion of the silk road,
commodities in this area can circulate without being subjected to
an eventual naval block by the USA and England.



Steel and pig iron production graph from 1990 to 2015:
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ALUMINUM
We now examine the production of Aluminum.

2020

The graph below shows the aluminum production from 1973

to 2018 for China and for the different geographic areas.

Total for 1973 to 2018: 1,263,864 thousand metric tonnes of aluminium
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What is obvious is that the CHINA production curve, which
starts in 1999 with a production that is half that of North
America, in 2003 reaches North American production and from
there it takes off until it reaches in the 2018 to a production that

is 9.67 times that of North America.
In 2018, the production was:
below)

(see the map-graph

Total for 2018: 64,336 thousand metric tonnes of aluminium
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The map above shows aluminum production by geographic

area in 2018.

From the values shown, we calculate the percentage

production of aluminum over the world total:

Values in million tonnes

1 | CHINA 36,485
2 | GCC (Gulf Cooperation Council) 5,331
3 | Asia without China 4,415
4 | Eastern and Central Europe 4,049
5 | North America 3,774
6 | Western Europe 3,733
7 | Oceania 1,917
8 | Africa 1,688
9 | South America 1,164

We must specify that in North American production, Canada

has produced 2,924,389 tonnes of aluminum while the USA has
produced only 849,611, which is equal to 1.3% of the world
total.

Values as a percentage of total production

1 | CHINA 56.71%
2 | GCC (Gulf Cooperation Council) 8.28%
3 | Asia without China 6.86%
4 | Eastern and Central Europe 6.3%

5 | North America 5.86%
6 | Western Europe 5.8%

7 | Oceania 2.98%
8 | Africa 2.63%
9 | South America 1.8%

In the first 6 months of 2019, the considerations made

for 2018 have also been confirmed.

Total for Jan 2019 to Jun 2019: 31,616 thousand metric tonnes of aluminium
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In the pie chart below we see that in 1972 aluminum
production was 11.7 million tonnes and in that year the USA
had produced 3.74 million tonnes, this is 32% of the
total, and it was the first world producer followed by
Russia with 16%, Japan with 9%, Canada with 8%, Norway with
5% and the other countries with lower percentages. At that date
(1972), aluminum production in China was less than 1% of the
world total.
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Figure 1: World Production of Bauxite, Alumina and Aluminium (1972)
Source: Derived from World Bureau of Metal Statistics (WBMS), various years

Today in this sector the relationships are completely reversed.

In 2019 China produced 36,485 million tonnes of aluminum
with a percentage of 56.7% while the USA on the same date
produced 0.849 million tonnes, this is 1.3% of the world total.

As you can see, the productive fall of this sector has been
ruinous for the USA. TRUMP shouldn’t wail or fidget much. No
country, USA included, can live off a single resource.

Considerations on the importance of aluminum in
capitalist industrial production.

“Aluminum is a chemical element of the periodic table of
elements and with atomic number 13. Its symbol is Al.

It is a ductile metal of silver color. Aluminum is mainly
extracted from bauxite ores and its softness, lightness and
resistance to oxidation are remarkable, due to the formation of a
very thin oxide layer that prevents oxygen from corroding the
metal below.

Aluminum is used in many industries to make millions of
different products and is very important to the global economy.
The structural components of aluminum are vital for the
aerospace industry and very important in other fields of transport
(automobile, rail, etc) and construction where lightness,
durability and resistance are necessary. " (Wikipedia)

"The aeronautical industry needs a large number of materials
and diverse products, in continuous evolution thanks to
technological development. The characteristics that make these
materials suitable are their high capacity to resist stress and
lightness.

Precisely for this reason, most of the structural components
of an aircraft are built using aluminum alloys (pure
aluminum has a very low mechanical resistance and is
not used in its pure state): its low density, which translates into a
remarkable lightness (low specific weight), and its mechanical
resistance, allow it to support significant loads while reducing the
total weight as much as possible.

To get an idea of the importance of aluminum alloys in
the aeronautical industry, this example can be used:
according to a recent statistic, in a Boing B757, 78% of the
materials used for its construction are made up of aluminum and
its alloys.

The use of a hundred types of aluminum alloys allows car
designers to use them in various parts:

-Engines and other mechanical parts: alternator housing
and starter covers, intake manifolds, oil pan, gearbox
and cylinder head):

- Chassis: side protection bars, rims, steering box;

-Cooling system. water pump, couplings for hoses and
radiator;

-Air conditioning: compressor housing,
evaporator.

The amount of aluminum used has steadlly increased in the
last 30 years (from the 25-30 kg contained in an average vehicle
of the 1970s, approximately 3% of the total weight today
exceeds 90 kg), and it is estimated a continued increase in the
near future.

The trend to increase the use of aluminum Is registered
throughout the automotive industry, but there are some
examples of cars that make heavy use. The Audi A8, for example,
launched on the market in June 1994, features an all-aluminum
chassis, revealing itself as an absolute newness in the field of
mass prodlction aars.”
(https://www.infissaper.it/magazine/leghe-di-alluminio/)

condenser,

“In January 2014, the new Ford F-150 was introduced
instead: this version of the pick-up, among the best-selling in the
United States, was made almost entirely of aluminum, with a
weight reduction of more than 300 kg. "
(https://www.infissaper.it/magazine/alluminio-automobili/)

“Another field in which aluminum alloys are used extensively
and profitably is the railway industry. Aluminum alloys are in fact
among the most widely used materials for the construction of
train wagons and in particular for the realization of the sides of
the wagons (side walls), the roof and the floor panels and also
the rounded profiles that join the floor of the train with the side
walls.

The use of aluminum alloys in train wagons guarantees
considerable weight savings compared to other materials without
losing strength. " (https://www.infissaper.it/magazine/leghe-di-
alluminio/)

“The use of aluminum in construction is very frequent
thanks to its intrinsic property of lightness and resistance to
corrosion. It is mainly used in the external cladding of facades,
roofs and walls, in windows and doors, in stairs, railings, on
shelves and other more varied applications.

Aluminum alloys made for construction are resistant to water,
corrosion and immune to the harmful effects of UV rays, thus
ensuring long-lasting performance.

Aluminum does not require any particular type of
maintenance, whether it is raw aluminum or painted or anodized
aluminum. "
(https://www.laminazionesottile.com/blog/it/uso-alluminio-
edilizia/)

“Aluminum is extracted from a mineral called bauxite. It is
estimated that the existing bauxite reserves on the planet would
allow the production of primary aluminum at current rates for
another 3,000 years. Aluminum is a metal that does not degrade
like iron. In contact with atmospheric agents, a thin layer of oxide
is created that protects the metal from further oxidation, as
happens in the case of iron and steel. "
(https://www.infissaper.it/magazine/bauxite-roccia-madre-
alluminio/)
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CEMENT

We analyze the production of Cement, an essential element in
the production of buildings, roads, bridges, dams, land layout,
etc. In the following table we show the ranking of the first 11
cement producing countries in 2018:

speed of the trains. The result is the Omio 2019 classification of
high-speed trains. "
(https://www.liberoreporter.it/2019/07/esteri/lalta-velocita-
ferroviaria-nel-mondo-la-classifica-cina-al-top-e-svizzera-

flop.html)

Cement production (source USGS)
Country 1988 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | %of | TETT Type of | Opera- | Rails Working | Highest
world train tional under highest speed
- 2018 lines construc- speed (km/h)
China 5135 | 2500 | 2356 | 2410 | 2400 | 2370 | 57.80 (km) tion (km) | (km/h)
India 85 280 300 280 270 280 6.83
USA. 856 | 77 84 85 86 88 215
Brazil 43 7 60 57 54 52 127 1 | China CRAOBF | 31,043 | 7,207 350 420
Indonesia 2 60 58 63 66 78 1.90
Iran 20.1 75 58 55 56 53 1.29 2 Japan Shinkansen 3,041 402 320 400
Japan 813 | 58 55 56 53 53 129 ]
Saudi Arabia 14 63 62 61 45 47 115 3 | Spain AVE 2,852 904 310 404
Russia 267 | 69 62 61 45 47 115
Turkey %y T - = = 20 o 4 | France TGVPOS | 2,734 0 320 575
Vietnam 6 60 67 77 78 80 195 5 | Germany | ICE 1571 147 300 368
Germany 30 31 32 33 33 35 0.85
Italy 22 22 23 19.3 19.3 20 0.49 6 South KTX 387 0 305 421
World 9874 | 4180 | 4100 | 4200 | 4050 | 4100 | 100.00 Korea
The data that immediately catches our attention is that total
. ) X 7 | naly AGV575 | 8% 53 300 394
world production has remained almost constant since 2014,
oscillating between 4,100 and 4,200 million tonnes while in 1988 8 | Turkey | TCDD 5% 1,153 250 250
world production was 987.4 million tonnes. These numbers 9 | Austria ICE 263 281 750 275
say t_hat cement pro_ductlon in the last 5 years 'ha!s T T T 5 00 5
remained at a standstill, essentially zero growth. This is Arabia

an index that allows us to say that the economy has
entered in a phase of standstill and that this is an
unequivocal sign that the next few years will be years
of crisis, standstill and recession.

As of 2013-2014, total world cement production has
remained essentially constant. The production curve is flat. China
has produced its maximum in 2014 with 2,500 million tonnes and
in 2017-2018 it has produced 2,000 million tonnes, a sign that
China also underlies the laws of capitalism. According to us,
China has reached its apex especially in the construction sector.

If we take a look at CHINA we see that in the last thirty years
so many infrastructures and buildings have been built that it is
impossible that in the coming years it can be built at the current
rates, rather we are sure that there will be a slowdown and this
should cause a deep crisis also in CHINA.

Transportation

We examine rail transport because its importance on the
world board, both for the transport of commodities and for the
transport of people, is growing notably with the introduction of
high-speed trains that currently exceed 200 km/h (with peaks of
300 and more) for the transport of people, and high capacity
trains for the transport of commodities with convoys ranging
from 40 to 100 wagons.

High speed railways

We quote from Omio, a travel platform that allows its users to
search and book rail, bus and air connections across Europe, a
report on high-speed trains in China for 2019. High-speed rail in
China is any rail service for the transport of people with an
average speed of at least 200 km/h.

“The following study, carried out by Omio, provides an
overview of the status of the 20 leading high-speed rail networks
in the world. The results show where investments in advanced
infrastructure and low-emission mobility have already been
made. The study has analyzed and then compared the number of
kilometers of line in service and under construction, the
maximum operating speed and the technically feasible maximum

Data about the high speed network of the 10 first countries (Omio 2019)
Source: de.omio.com/bahn

From this table that provides the data on the length of high-
speed tracks of the first 10 countries, we highlight that the length
of high-speed tracks of Chinese railways is 31,043 km, this is
more than double the sum of the length of the other 9 countries
together which is 13,323 km and exactly 2.33 times. This report
does not show the United States, which is now only beginning to
tackle the construction of high-speed rail tracks.

Other data about Chinese trains:

- On the BEIJING-SHANGHAI line. The G train (projectile
trains) cover the 1,318 km between the two cities in
about 5 hours with a maximum speed of 300 km/h. The
fastest takes 4 hours 24 minutes.

- HARBIN-DALIAN line. High-speed trains cover the 921
km between the two cities in about 3 and a half hours
with a maximum speed of 300 km/h. The fastest:
3h35min.

- LANZHOU-URUMAQI line. High-speed trains cover
1,776 km between the two cities in 11 hours with a
maximum speed of 300 km/h. The fastest: 11h.

- Main stops: Lanzhou West (Gansu), Xining (Qinghai),
Zhangye (Gansu), Jiayuguan (Gansu), Turpan (Xinjiang),
Urumgi (Xinjiang).

“China: Guangzhou-Shenzhen-Hong Kong high-speed rail line

inaugurated.

The first direct high-speed train from Hong Kong to
Guangzhou departed this Sunday, September 23, inaugurating
the Guangzhou-Shenzhen-Hong Kong (Xrl) line and marking a
fundamental milestone towards the goal of a vast integrated
economic zone in the south of China, which in Beijing’s
intentions should compete with metropolises like Tokyo and New
York.

The infrastructural connection has costed $10 billion, and
work is continuing fast. More difficult, on the other hand, is to
convince the public opinion of Hong Kong, that in the project the
contours of a further erosion of the margins of autonomy enjoyed


https://www.liberoreporter.it/2019/07/esteri/lalta-velocita-ferroviaria-nel-mondo-la-classifica-cina-al-top-e-svizzera-flop.html
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by the former British colony can be seen. The plan for the
development of the Greater Bay Area was formally approved by
the National Congress of the Chinese people last March.”
(https://www.stradeeautostrade.it/notizie/2018/cina-inaugurata-
la-linea-ferroviaria-ad-alta-velocita-canton-shenzhen-hong-kong/
25/09/2018)

“No less than 4,000 km of lines will be built this year, as
China Railway Corp. aims to weave multiple trunk routes to serve
strategic hubs and their conurbations in coastal areas, in order to
exploit growing customer bases to finance the construction of
electric lines in the central and western provinces, SCMP
reports.”  (https://www.agcnews.eu/cina-e-lunga-oltre-29mila-
chilometri-la-tav-di-pechino/ 15/04/2019)

High-speed trains in China are largely built on viaducts to
avoid wasting land for agriculture, save on land purchases and
avoid level crossings. The land used with tracks on land is 28.4
hectares per kilometer of track, while the same distance of track
over a bridge occupies only 10.9 hectares of land and the cost of
purchasing the land is lower. In this way, elevated rail lines can
free up land space in densely populated regions. The bridge
sections are pre-engineered, prefabricated, and then transported
to the site to be bolted together. This speeds up construction and
ensures better quality control.

“The 1,318 km Beifing-Shanghai high-speed train, opened in
2011 to link China's two largest cities, boasts the longest viaduct
in the world: the 164.8 km viaduct between Danyang and
Kunshan near Shanghai is it extended over four cities in the
eastern province of Jiangsu, where the predominant terrain is
made up of rice fields, canals, lakes and swamps. The bridge runs
roughly parallel to the Yangtze River, passing through the
northern limits of urban centers along the way. Employing more
than 10,000 workers, the construction took four years and costed
approximately $8.5 billion, according to Xinhua data. "
(https://www.agcnews.eu/cina-e-lunga-oltre-29mila-chilometri-
la-tav-di-pechino/ 15/04/2019)

In addition to internal railways, China is investing massively in
connections with Asia and Europe, especially in commodity
transport.

We present the following map showing the existing and
functional connections for rail transport with Europe and Russia
today. Observing the following railway map we see that from
China to Europe there are 2 railway lines. The line that uses the
Trans-Siberian road that connects Suzhou, Beijing, Tianjin and
other cities to Duisburg, and the second line that connects
Chongging to Duisburg (Chongging is the largest metropolis in
the world with 36 million inhabitants). The length of the
Chonggqing-Duisburg road is 11,179 km. Observing the railway
map, it is also deduced that the railway lines do not end in
Disburg, Bratislava or Hamburg but rather join the entire
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European railway network so they are railway lines that reach

any European city or industrial center, and the same can be saied
from the Chinese side.

Today the commodities that leave China to reach
Rotterdam by train take half the time that transport by
sea. This is a severe blow to the ability of the US to be
able to block commodities in the Eurasian area where
there is a market of billions of customers.

This new situation puts in trouble the two historical powers
England and the United States that had their axis of control in the
MILITARY navy.

The German transport company D.B. Group on its website
says:

"D.B. Group is specialized in transporting 40ft DV, 40ft HC
COC containers between Far East (China and South Korea) and
Russia/Europe using Trans-Siberian rail connection.

The Trans-Siberian Railway connects Europe and China with a
large gauge system that spans more than 9,500 km through
Russia, Belarus and Ukraine. In Europe and China, the change
from large to narrow gauge is carried out at the specially
equipped terminals of Brest (Belarus) or Malaszewicze (Poland)
for the northern route, and Chop (Ukraine), Dobra (Slovakia) or
Zahony (Hungary) for the southern route.

In the Far Fast the main points of exchange are Zabaikalsk
(Russia) and Manzhouli (China); From there, 90% of our
shipments are managed. Next, our southern route through Dostyk
(Kazakhstan) and Alashankou (China), which provides the trains
from Chongqing. {(..)

ENVIRONMENT

Rail transport contributes to a significant reduction in carbon
dioxide emissions and is therefore one of the most
environmentally friendly modes of transport. The route of the D.B.
Group uses electrified rail networks fed largely by hydroelectric
plants. The railway also contributes to reducing the serious
congestion that affects the ports involved in the exchanges of
containers between East and West moving the containers from
the trucks to the rail network.

The railways are practically indifferent to adverse weather
conditions. * (https://www.dbgroup.net/it/trasporto-su-rotaia)

Conclusions:

-From the work exposed it is clearly deduced that the
leading economic power is China and the following
summary clearly demonstrates this: 52% of the
world's Steel, 56.7% of aluminum, 57.8% of cement.

-The USA produce: 4.8% of world steel, 1.2% of
aluminum, 2.15% of cement.

-That is, China produces 10.8 times the steel of the USA,
47.2 times the aluminum of the USA, 26.9 times the
cement of the USA.
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This brief comparison of the production of these
three basic materials of capitalist industrial production
is enough to establish that the first world economic
power today is China, which has disrupted the
economic power relations that emerged from the
second world war. We can say that at an industrial level the
USA has suffered a defeat, a rupture. The USA think they can
dominate the world with finance but they are completely wrong.
We must remember what our current said more than 50 years
ago. "The economic fight knocks down more iron
curtains than the atomic bombs."

It is from the productive magma that crashes and tensions
between capitalist states are born. They are not the decisions of
politicians or business strategies per se. The power of a capitalist
nation is seen not in the military apparatus but in the economic
apparatus.

Trump has little to threaten against unfair competition, it is
American commodities that fail to compete in the market. For
some years now, the large warehouse of Chinese commodities
has flooded the world market in any corner of the earth thanks to
the best quality-price ratio of Chinese commodities compared to
American ones.

Many leftist groups and so-called leftist parties always
examine military endowments to assess the power relations
between capitalist states, completely ignoring the productive
apparatuses.

Who give birth to capital is only the proletariat from which a
part of its labor is taken, the surplus value, which is
transformed into capital. And therefore it is important to also
analyze the number of inhabitants. Already throughout the world
the capitalist mode of production dominates, Africa included,
with the consequent proletarianization of most of the population,
and therefore the surplus value is uprooted in every corner of the
earth and the struggle is between those who seek to monopolize
the surplus value of the others.

You don't have to have an eagle's eye to realize that the
largest mass of proletarians is in Asia and not in the USA or
Europe.

For this purpose we show a table of the top 15 most

populated states in the world:

Country/ Population Date % of world
Territory population

1 China 1,404,101,000 | 22/04/2020 18.05%

2 India 1,370,876,000 | 22/04/2020 17.62%

3 U.S. 329,542,000 22/04/2020 4.23%

4 Indonesia 268,074,600 01/07/2019 3.55%

5 Brazil 211,418,000 22/04/2020 2.71%

6 Pakistan 207,776,954 15/03/2017 2.67%

7 Bangladesh 195,874,740 01/07/2018 2.51%

8 Nigeria 166,221,000 15/03/2016 2.14%

9 Russia 146,745,098 01/01/2020 1.88%

10 Japan 127,792,286 01/07/2019 1.64%

11 Mexico 125,950,000 01/03/2020 1.62%

12 Philippines 108,771,978 01/07/2020 1.39%

13 Vietnam 100,309,000 22/04/2020 1.28%

14 Ethiopia 98,665,000 01/07/2019 1.27%

15 Germany 96,208,984 01/04/2019 1.23%

* Data updated April 2020:
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stati_per popolazione

From the table of the classification among the countries with
the highest number of inhabitants, we see that the population of
the Asian countries is 3,894,725,614 out of a total of
4,958,326,640 of the total of the 15 countries.

Therefore, Asian countries have a population that is 78.5% of
the total of the 15 most populous countries in the world.

This tells us that the center of gravity of the world economy
has shifted and is increasingly concentrated in ASIA and this has
determined a decrease in the ability of the USA to impose the
dominance of the dollar more than in Asia also at the world level.

Reintroduction of protectionism

In Engels's preface to the English edition of On the Question
of Free Trade of Marx, which appeared in 1888, we read this in
connection with the fact that England had decided to reintroduce
tariffs at the time when it was clear that it was losing its position
as the world's leading industrial power in relation to both the
United States and Germany:

“But no country will again be able to pass from Protection to
Free Trade at a time when all, or nearly al|, branches of its
manufactures can defy foreign competition in the open market.
The necessity of the change will come long before such a happy
state may even be hoped for. That necessity will make itself
evident in different trades at different times; and from the
conflicting interests of these trades, the most edifying squabbles,
lobby intrigues, and parliamentary conspiracies will arise. {...)

The moment a branch of national industry has completely
conquered the home market, that moment exportation becomes
a necessity to it. Under capitalistic conditions, an industry either
expands or wanes, A trade cannot remain stationary, stoppage of
expansion Is incipient ruin, the progress of mechanical and
chemical invention, by constantly superseding human labor and
ever more rapidly increasing and concentrating capital, creates in
every stagnant industry a glut both of workers and of capital, a
glut which finds no vent everywhere, because the same process is
taking place in all other industries.”

If the USA now turn to the policy of imposing customs duties,
it is not due to unfair competition, since by its nature Capital
must get into every corner of the earth to sell the commodities
produced in order to recover the expenses of production but
above all to obtain one more, the profit, which will have to be
reinvested in large part in production and without which it
cannot live. The capitalist mode of production needs the world
market and the removal of all obstacles to the movement of
commodities, including customs barriers. When a state imposes
customs duties is when endogenous commodities are not in a
position to compete with foreign commodities. It is a
contradiction in terms to affirm that such a country or another
makes unfair competition since in the market, with the same
characteristics of the commodities, the commodities that cost less
and are sold for less and in case of need are bought and sold also
below the cost in order to make a part of the advance money. To
impose customs barriers, as the USA is doing, is to admit by force
that the productive system of the USA is more outdated and less
efficient than that of those that have arrived last, China and
Asian countries. The above data clearly demonstrate that China-
led Asia is the beating heart of the current phase of the world
capitalist economy. Custom duties are of little use in the current
situation in which capitalism is in force throughout the world.
Will a third world war, after immense destruction, recreate the
conditions for a new capitalist cycle? We do not intend to answer
this question, but rather we relaunch our slogan to the
proletarians of the whole world: We must juggle Capitalism
before humanity disappears from the face of the earth
with the outbreaks and pestilences.


https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stati_per_popolazione

DEFLATION SETS IN WHILE SPECULATIVE SWELLING GROWS
(Published in “El Comunista” no. 65 — January 2021)

Tendency of the rate of profit to fall

The Communist Left has always considered, following Marx,
that the true crisis of the capitalist system is the deflationary
crisis.

"49. The real crisis

In 1929-1932 things were very different. Inflation was
conspicuous by its absence: prices fell, dreadfully the wholesale
prices, spreading terror among the bourgeoisie - less decidedly,
but enough to partly comfort the proletarians of fierce
unemployment, the retail. " (The course of world capitalism in the
historical experience and doctrine of Marx, Il Programma
Comunista No. 7, 1958).

“1929-1933 Great classic crisis of overproduction. The
capital gains are invested at a loss”. (The course of world
capitalism in the historical experience and doctrine of Marx, Il
Programma Comunista No. 8, 1958).

The deflationary crisis is a consequence of the crisis of
relative overproduction of capital, product of the
inexorable tendency of the rate of profit to fall.

The tendency of the rate of profit to fall is explained in
Volume I, Part 3, Chapters XIII-XIV-XV of Capital, of which we
will point out some extracts here without prejudice to returning
to a more detailed exposition of its content.

“The hypothetical series drawn up at the beginning of this
chapter expresses, therefore, the actual tendency of
capitalist production. This mode of production produces a
progressive relative decrease of the variable capital as
compared to the constant capital, and consequently a
continuously rising organic composition of the total
capital. The immediate result of this is that the rate of surplus-
value, at the same or even a rising, degree of labour
exploitation, is represented by a continually falling general rate
of profit. (...) The progressive tendency of the general rate of
profit to fall is, therefore, just an expression peculiar to the
capitalist mode of production of the progressive
development of the social productivity of labour.”
(Capital, Volume Ill, Part Ill, Chapter XIlI, K. Marx).

It is advisable not to confuse the rate with the mass.

“Along with the volume, however, the same laws of
production and accumulation increase also the value of the
constant capital in a mounting progression more rapidly than
that of the variable part of capital, invested as it is in living
labour. Hence, the same laws produce for the social capital a
growing absolute mass of profit, and a falling rate of
profit.” (Capital, Volume Ill, Part Ill, Chapter XIlI, K. Marx).

The tendency is to decrease the value (and price) of the
commodities, decrease the rate of profit contained in them,
increase the mass of commodities, increase the mass of profit
contained in them:

“The law that a fall in the rate of profit due to the
development of productiveness is accompanied by an increase in
the mass of profit, also expresses itself in the fact that a fall in
the price of commodities produced by a capital is
accompanied by a relative increase of the masses of
profit contained in them and realised by their sale.” (Capital,
Volume IlI, Part lll, Chapter XlII, K. Marx).

The decreasing trend of the profit rate as a result of the
development of capitalism itself has a crucial scope, since: “The
rate of profit is the motive power of capitalist
production. Things are produced only so long as they can be
produced with a profit. ” (Capital, Volume IlI, Part lll, Chapter XV,
K. Marx).

Capitalism without a profit rate loses all internal logic and with

its decreasing trend the true limit of capitalism and its historically

transitory character are revealed: “The real barrier of
capitalist production is capital itself. It is that capital and
its self-expansion appear as the starting and the closing point,

the motive and the purpose of production, that production is only
production for capital and not vice versa, the means of
production are not mere means for a constant expansion of the
living process of the society of producers. (...) Development of
the productive forces of social labour is the historical task and
Justification of capital. This is just the way in which it
unconsciously creates the material requirements of a higher
mode of production. (...) It comes to the surface here in a purely
economic way —i.e., from the bourgeois point of view, within the
limitations of capitalist understanding, from the standpoint of
capitalist production itself — that it has its barrier, that it is
relative, that it is not an absolute, but only a historical
mode of production corresponding to a definite
limited epoch in the development of the material requirements
of production.” (Capital, Volume IlI, Part lll, Chapter XV, K.

Marx).

This fall in the profit rate will not transfer us peacefully and
gradually to communism... but the overproduction of capital
engenders tremendous competition between different capitals to
discharge on their competitors the losses that they will inevitably
have to suffer as a whole.

“The rate of profit would not fall under the effect of
competition due to over-production of capital. It would rather be
the reverse’ it would be the competitive struggle which
would begin because the fallen rate of profit and over-
production of capital originate from the same
conditions. ” (Capital, Volume Ill, Part lll, Chapter XV, K. Marx).
“A portion of the old capital has to lie unused under all
circumstances; it has to give up its characteristic quality as
capital, so far as acting as such and producing value is
concerned. The competitive struggle would decide what part of
it would be particularly affected. (...) The class, as such, must
inevitably lose. How much the individual capitalist
must bear of the loss, i.e., to what extent he must share
in it at all, is decided by strength and cunning, and
competition then becomes a fight among hostile brothers.”
(Capital, Volume I, Part ll, Chapter XV, K. Marx).

The capital overproduction crisis

Since 2008, the capitalist system has been immersed in a crisis
of relative capital overproduction that manifests itself in a clear
trend towards deflation. In this article we will focus above all on
data from the area of Euro-American imperialism to illustrate the
development of the current general trend.
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The current crisis is being characterized in its most external
manifestation by the issuance of state and corporate debt with
negative interest rates, the collapse of interbank interest rates
that are in negative territory, the establishment of interest rates
by central banks of zero and negative figures; circumstances that
the thinking brains of the bourgeoisie (forced by the impersonal
laws of the market that dictate their actions) "attempt” to
reverse through an unprecedented injection of capital by central
banks through the systematic purchase of state and corporate
debt which, far from producing the desired inflationary effects,
always worsens the situation. Meanwhile, world stocks hit highs,
gold and bitcoin soar, as well as the value of debt bonds.

Let's go step by step. Negative interbank interest rates means
that if a bank borrows money from another bank, the bank that
lends the money has to pay interest to the bank that has
borrowed money. With an interbank rate of -0.47% if bank A
borrows 1,000 from bank B, bank B will give 1,000. After the
deadline, bank A will return to B 995.3 and will keep the 4.7. The
money lender will have borrowed 1,000 and recovered 995.3: a
net loss of 4.7.

EONIA (Euro OverNight Index Average)
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Paying to lend money to another bank: this has been the
continuous behaviour of European banks since September 2014
as reflected in the EONIA, which is the average overnight rate of
the euro, the result of interbank credit operations.

Why do European banks pay to lend money to other banks?

The most immediate explanation is that if European banks
leave their money deposited with the European Central Bank, it
charges -0.50% interest. And this while officially maintaining 0%
the interest rate at which the ECB itself lends, although in reality
it is also in negative territory through the mechanism of TLTRO
(long-term conditional financing operations): “7he £CB has lent
to the banking system 1.53 billion euros over three years in
extraordinary conditions. The money from the European
institution offers a negative interest rate, so that banks can eamn
up to 1% between July 2020 and July 2021 just for borrowing.
The remaining two years, the loan has an interest of -0.5%. "
(Expansién, 26-12-2020).
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ECB interest rates

Date Deposit Main refinancing operations
facility
Fixed rate Variable rate
tenders tenders
Fixed rate Minimum bid rate
With effect
from
2019 18 Sep. -0.50 0.00
2016 16 Mar. -0.40 0.00
2015 9 Dec. -0.30 0.05
2014 10 Sep. -0.20 0.05
11 Jun. -0.10 0.15
2013 13 Now. 0.00 0.25
8 May. 0.00 0.50
2012 11 Jul. 0.00 0.75
2011 14 Dec. 0.25 1.00
9 Nov. 0.50 1.25
13 Jul, 0.75 1.50
13 Apr. 0.50 1.25
2009 13 May 0.25 1.00
8 Apr. 0.25 1.25
11 Mar. 0.50 1.50
21 Jan. 1.00 2.00
2008 10 Dec. 2.00 250
12 Nov. 2.75 3.25
15 0ctd 3.25 3.75
90ct3 3.25
8 Oct. 2.75
9 Jul. 3.25 4.25
2007 13 Jun. 3.00 4.00

Source: European Central Bank

On the other side of the Atlantic, the Federal Reserve has also
had sunk interest rates, stuck at 0%, where they have fallen
again after an illusory attempt to come back (the laws of the
market always end up being imposed):

But why have the ECB and the Federal Reserve been forced
to gradually reduce interest rates to these levels?

What is the importance for Marxists of this trend towards
falling interest rates and their location even in negative ranges?
The answer is now in Part V of Volume IIl of Capital, Chapter
XXII:

“All other conditions taken as equal, ie, assuming the
proportion between interest and total profit to be more or less
constant, the functioning capitalist is able and willing to pay a
higher or lower interest diirectly proportional to the level of the
rate of profit. Since we have seen that the rate of profit is
inversely proportional to the development of
capitalist production, it follows that the higher or
lower rate of interest in a country is in the same
inverse proportion to the degree of industrial
development, (...) In this sense it may be said that interest
is regulated through profit, or, more precisely, the
general rate of profit. And this mode of requlating interest
applies even to its average.

In any event the average rate of profit is to be
regarded as the ultimate determinant of the maximum
limit of interest. “(Capital, Volume Ill, Part V, Chapter XXII, K.
Marx).



That is, the average interest rate will always be lower than
the general profit rate, it is limited by it: no capitalist will borrow
at an interest rate higher than the profit rate he expects to obtain
with the investment of the borrowed capital. The downward
trend of the profit rate is expressed in the chronic collapse of
interest rates and in the inability of central banks to increase
them in a lasting way.

Harmonized long term interest rates for convergence
evaluation (aprox 10 years)

2020 2020 2020 2020

Aug. Sep. Oct Nov.
Euro area ]

Belgium 021 -0.25 -0.34 -0.38
Germany -0.52 -0.52 -0.61 -0.61
Estonia? 0.00 0.01 -0.08 -0.14
Ireland -0.12 -0.13 -0.22 -0.25
Greece .08 1.08 0.90 0.75
Spain 0.29 0.27 0.17 0.09
France -0.17 -0.21 -0.30 -0.33
Italy 1.03 0.98 0.77 0.66
Cyprus 0.89 0.72 0.44 0.29
Latvia -0.19 -0.20 -0.23 -0.25
Lithuania 0.16 0.16 0.16 0.16
Luxembourg? -0.45 -0.50 -0.54 -0.54
Malta 0.54 0.51 0.38 0.37
Netherlands -0.41 -0.44 -0.53 -0.54
Austria -0.28 -0.32 -0.40 -0.41
Portugal 0.36 0.32 0.18 0.07
Slovenia -0.10 -0.08 -0.13 -0.18
Slovakia -0.22 -0.27 -0.35 -0.39
Finland -0.25 -0.30 -0.38 -0.40

Source: European Central Bank

Let us now turn to state and corporate debt in which we see
the same fall in interest rates to negative levels. That the state
debt is listed negatively means that investor and speculative
capitalists buy 10-year French debt, for example, worth 1,000
and after these 10 years they will get 996.7; loss of 3.3. The
following table reflects the situation in the euro zone:

Not only have European states been selling negative interest
debt, so have companies. As an example, the energy company
Endesa has in circulation 2,743 million euros in promissory notes,
issued with a negative interest of -0.10% and -0.15%, having
come to issue them at -0.30% (Expansidn, 20-08-2020). Taking
the interest rate of -0.10% for ease of calculation, Endesa has
borrowed 2,743 million euros, of which it would return 2,740.26
million euros. Net loss of lenders/investors: 2.74 million euros, to
the benefit of Endesa. With -0.30% the loss would be 8.23
million euros.

But what motive would domestic and international capitalists
have to invest their capital in buying government or corporate
debt bonds with negative interest?

The answer is that these capitals do not find a
productive investment in which to obtain a positive
profit and this is nothing more than a manifestation of
the overproduction of capitals.

It will be objected that capitalists buy debt with negative
interest because they know that the European Central Bank, the
Federal Reserve, the Bank of England and others will buy back
the debt with their asset purchase programs (quantitative
easing).

But it cannot be forgotten that these programs arise precisely
as a reaction to the deflationary crisis, although it is true that
their implementation has contributed and contributes
dialectically, against the will and beliefs of the bourgeoisies that
have launched them, to facilitate the path to lower interest rates.
This is the contradiction in which capitalism is entangled in its
own development, it is not a surprise that the bourgeoisie tries
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to overcome the crisis... “by paving the way for more extensive
and more destructive crises, and by diminishing the means
whereby crises are prevented.” (Manifesto of the Communist
Party, 1848).

"The European Union dashed yesterday to the capital market
to place 17,000 million euros {(...) The first of them, of 10,000
million euros, has a maturity of 10 years and, although it offers
a 0% coupon to be less expensive for day-to-day of investors,
their profitability at maturity is negative, -0.238% {(...). This
means that the EU will earn money from the financing it has
requested for 10 years.

For the second tranche, of 7,000 million euros, a maturity of
20 years has been chosen. In this case, the coupon is 0.1% and
the yield to maturity stands at 14 basis points above the
midswap, which, for this time horizon, implies 0.13%."
(Expansidn, 21-10-2020).

"Between the SURE and the Next Generation EU, the
European Commission plans to place 900,000 million in debt
before the end of 2026. " (Expansion, 22-10-2020).

“In these ten months, the total number of debt issuance has
skyrocketed to catapult for the first time in history above 1.5
trillion euros. With the latest debt placement carried out by the
European Commission and its debut in the capital market to
finance the mechanism to fight unemployment, the volume of
sovereign debt issued this year amounts to more than
725,000 million, more than 60% by on top of the
previous year's records. Companies have also jumped
into the debt market to obtain the necessary resources
and have placed almost 35% more than in 2019."
(Expansion, 06-01-2020).

In this context of making money for the simple fact of
borrowing money, it is not surprising that States and companies
have stepped on the accelerator. Does this express a real
need for capital expansion? No, it expresses precisely
the opposite, the lack of a horizon and a perspective
of productive investment. If there were a prospect of
productive investment, lenders would not "settle" for negative
interest, but would demand a part of the profit.

“In this way every individual industrial manufacturer and
merchant gets around the necessity of keeping a large
reserve fund and being dependent upon his actual
returns. On the other hand, the whole process becomes so
complicated, partly by simply manipulating bills of exchange,
partly by commodity transactions for the sole purpose of
manufacturing bills of exchange, that the semblance of a
very solvent business with a smooth flow of returns
can easily persist even long after returns actually come
in only at the expense partly of swindled money-
lenders and partly of swindled producers. Thus
business always appears almost excessively sound
right on the eve of a crash.” (Capital, Volume lll, Part V,
Chapter XXX, K. Marx).

Current status of asset purchase programs

Even if it is to keep it updated, let's review the status of the
Central Banks' asset purchase programs.

The European Central Bank maintains two active programs.
On the one hand, the Asset Purchase Program (APP) that was
developed between March 2015 and December 2018 and was
reactivated in November 2020, at a purchase rate of 20,000
million euros per month.
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On the other hand, the ECB maintains the Pandemic
Emergency Purchase Program (PEPP). It started initially with
750,000 million euros, increased on June 4", 2020 with 600,000
million euros more that have been increased again with 500,000
million euros more, adding a total of 1.85 billion euros. “7he ECB
also increased the package by 500,000 million euros, to 1.85
trillion, to maintain the current purchase rate of 15,000 million
per week. " (Expansion, 11-12-2020).

“The large operations that the ECB has carried out have
boosted the size of its balance sheet. This week has
exceeded, for the first time in history, the figure of
seven trillion euros, 50% above the figure for the beginning
of the year, which placed it at 4.66 billion euros. (...) The balance
sheet of the FCB has been increasing with hardly any pause from
the level of the trillion euros in which it was moving before the
financial crisis of 2008. ” (Expansion, 26-12-2020).

The Bank of England is pushed down the same path:

“The Bank of England (Bok), has increased the volume of
its purchase of public and private debt by 150,000 million pound's
(about 170,000 miflion euros) (...) the monetary authority of the
United Kingdom has raised the size of its asset purchase
program, called the quantitative easing program, to 895 biflion
pounds (almost one trillion euros). " (Expansion, 06-11-2020).

And also, the Federal Reserve, which was the first of them to
start the race in 2008 and has been forced to restart it later:

“The Federal Open Markets Committee (FOMC) will continue
to buy at least § 120,000 million of debt per month until the
economic recovery makes "substantial progress.” (...) Since
June, the Fed has bought public debt worth 120,000 million
dollars a month. It buys $ 80 billion in Treasuries and § 40 billion
in mortgage assets. Its balance already reaches 7.24
trillion dollars. " (Expansién, 17-12-2020).

The idea of these shopping programs is as simple as it is
tricky. The State issues corporate debt. The Central Bank cannot
buy it directly because it would be the same as the State giving
money to itself. The solution lies in the secondary market: the
Central Bank buys the corporate debt from the private investor.
If the investor has given 1,000 to the State and the Central Bank
gives the investor another 1,000, the title of the State's debt is
now held by the Central Bank (which is the State itself), with one
result: the same debt has been bought two times, an additional
1,000 have been put into circulation. Novel invention? No. It is
enough to continue reading Part V of Volume IIl that we have
already mentioned, Chapters XXIX and XXX:

“But in all these cases, the capital, as whose offshoot
(interest) state payments are considered, is illusory, fictitious
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capital. (...) No matter how often this transaction is repeated,
the capital of the state debt remains purely fictitious, and, as
soon as the promissory notes become unsaleable, the illusion of
this capital disappears. Nevertheless, this fictitious capital has its
own laws of motion, as we shall presently see. (...) The
formation of a fictitious capital is called capitalisation. Every
periodic income is capitalised by calculating it on the basis of the
average rate of interest, as an income which would be realised
by a capital loaned at this rate of interest. (...) Even when the
promissory note — the security — does not represent a purely
fictitious capital, as it does in the case of state debts, the capital-
value of such paper is nevertheless wholly illusory. ” (Capital,
Volume IlI, Part V, Chapter XXIX, K. Marx).

“By means of these facts, whereby even an accumulation of
debts may appear as an accumulation of capital, the height of
distortion taking place in the credit system becomes apparent.
These promissory notes, which are issued for the originally
loaned capital long since spent these paper duplicates of
consumed capital, serve for their owners as capital to the extent
that they are saleable commodities and may, therefore, be
reconverted into capital.” (Capital, Volume Ill, Part V, Chapter
XXX, K. Marx).

“With the development of interest-bearing capital and the
credit system, all capital seems to double itself, and sometimes
treble itself, by the various modes in which the same capital, or
perhaps even the same claim on a debt, appears in different
forms in different hands. The greater portion of this “money-
capital” is purely fictitious. (...) Just as everything in this credit
system is doubled and trebled and transformed into a mere
phantom of the imagination, so it is with the “reserve fund,”
where one would at last hope to grasp on to something solid. ”
(Capital, Volume IlI, Part V, Chapter XXIX, K. Marx).

“The entire artificial system of forced expansion of the
reproduction process cannot, of course, be remedijed by having
some bank, like the Bank of England, give to all the swindlers
the deficient capital by means of its paper and having it buy up
all the depreciated commodities at their old nominal values.”
(Capital, Volume lll, Part V, Chapter XXX, K. Marx).

The Federal Reserve has gobbled up so much debt that it has
a balance of 7.24 trillion (12 zeros: 7.24 million of millions) euros
while the European Central Bank has approached it at a dizzying
pace reaching a balance of 7 trillion (12 zeros also: 7 million of
millions).

But has all this money found a productive investment? Not
exactly, as the march of industrial production in the EU and the
US attests.

USA industrial production index (2012=100)
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We will return in another moment to this crucial point of
industrial production highlighted so many times by our current,
but now let's see where the injected liquidity has gone.

The swelling of speculative capital

The tendency of the rate of profit to fall and the
overproduction of capital is what leaves no alternative to the
plethora of capital other than speculation: “7he mass of small
dispersed capitals is thereby driven along the adventurous road
of speculation, credit frauds, stock swindles, and crises.”
(Capital, Volume lll, Part Ill, Chapter XV, K. Marx).

Bloomberg World Exchange Market Capitalization Index, in trillions of US dollars
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We are witnessing the swelling of the Stock Market: “7he
value of world stock markets, measured in the Bloomberg World
Exchange Market Capitalization Index, has reached 100 triflion
dollars. " (Expansion, 15-12-2020).

To understand the phenomenon, we have to follow Part IV of
Volume III of Capital:

“But this capital does not exist twice, once as the capital-
value of titles of ownership (stocks) on the one hand and on the
other hand as the actual capital invested, or to be invested, in
those enterprises. It exists only in the latter form, and a share of
stock is merely a title of ownership to a corresponding portion of
the surplus-value to be realised by it. A may sell this title to B,
and B may sell it to C. These transactions do not alter anything
in the nature of the problem. (...) The independent movement of
the value of these titles of ownership, not only of government
bonds but also of stocks, adds weight to the illusion that they
constitute real capital alongside of the capital or claim to which
they may have title. For they become commodities, whose price
has its own characteristic movements and is established in its
own way. Their market-value is determined differently from their
nominal value, without any change in the value (even though the
expansion may change) of the actual capital. (...) the price of
these securities rises and falls inversely as the rate of
interest. If the rate of interest rises from 5% to 10%, then
securities guaranteeing an income of £5 will now represent a
capital of only £50. Conversely, if the rate of interest falls to
2%%, the same securities will represent a capital of £200. Their
value is always merely capitalised income, ” (Capital, Volume lll,
Part V, Chapter XXIX, K. Marx).

“Their value, that is, their quotation on the Stock
Exchange, necessarily has a tendency to rise with a fall
in the rate of interest — in so far as this fall, independent of
the characteristic movements of money-capital, is due merely
to the tendency for the rate of profit to fall - therefore,
this imaginary wealth expands, if for this reason alone,
in the course of capitalist production in accordance with
the expressed value for each of its aliquot parts of specific
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original nominal value.” (Capital, Volume IlI, Part V, Chapter
XXX, K. Marx).

The excess liquidity that cannot find a place to borrow also
swells.

"Furopean banks have three trillion liquidity to lend. {...) In

Just a few months, excess liquidity in Europe has gone
from 1.66 trillion euros to 3.06 trillion, an increase of
83%. (...) The excess of liquidity in Europe surpasses with its
latest escalation the data registered in the United States,
which places its figure at 2.8 trillion. " (Expansion, 02-10-

EVOLUTION OF THE EXCESS LIQUIDITY IN EUROPE
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2020).

What does not mean that banks continue to borrow, given
that they earn money simply by borrowing it: “various banks
presented their forecasts on the liquidity they will attract in the
next financing operations of the ECB: more than two triflion. In
this way, despite the gigantic liquidity allocation figures
registered alreadyy this year, and which have brought their debt
to the ECB above 1.5 trillion euros, entities still anticipate
requests for just over 500,000 miflion extra euros. " (Expansion,
23-10-2020).

But we know that “modern bourgeois society, with its
relations of production, of exchange and of property, a society
that has conjured up such gigantic means of production and of
exchange, is like the sorcerer who is no longer able to control the
powers of the nether world whom he has called up by his spells.
(Manifesto of the Communist Party, 1848) and, thus, after having
urged the ECB in April to relax the IFRS9 standard, it now fears
that a “tsunami of toxic loans ” will accumulate if the measures
are reduced: “the latest Financial Stability Report published by
the monetary authority it warned that loans for more than
900,000 million euros, the equivalent of 22% of all the volume
of crediit in the euro zone, are supported by this type of support. ”
(Expansidn, 05-12-2020).

“The ECB warned the banks that under a severe
macroeconomic scenario, the volume of non-performing loans
could rise by 1.4 trillion euros, more than that registered in the
2008 crisis. " (Expansion, 04-12-2020).

If the ECB or the Federal Reserve stopped abruptly from
making these massive purchases, or significantly reduced the
pace, or raised interest rates, they would blow the stock market
and all the speculative bubbles that they have been feeding, it
would be put crudely to the discovered the crisis of
overproduction from which they are trying to flee in their forward
race.

“In a system of production, where the entire continuity of the
reproduction process rests upon credit, a crisis must obviously
occur — a tremendous rush for means of payment — when credit
suddenly ceases and only cash payments have validity. At first
glance, therefore, the whole crisis seems to be merely



a credit and money crisis. And in fact, it is only a question of
the convertibility of bills of exchange into money. But the
majority of these bills represent actual sales and
purchases, whose extension far beyond the needs of society is,
after all, the basis of the whole crisis. At the same time, an
enormous quantity of these bills of exchange
represents plain swindle, which now reaches the light
of day and collapses; furthermore, unsuccessful speculation
with the capital of other people; finally, commodity-capital which
has depreciated or is completely unsaleable, or returns that can
never more be realised again.” (Capital, Volume IlI, Part V,
Chapter XXX, K. Marx).

At first glance, the crisis would appear as a simple credit
crisis because this is its first and most superficial manifestation.
But the reason why all the monetary policies described hit a wall
and, in fact, produce results contrary to those expected by those
who implement them, is that the reason for the crisis is in
production, in the fall of the rate of profit and the overproduction
of capital. The only thing that the bourgeoisie achieves, and at

the same time cannot avoid doing it, is to fill an additional huge
can of gunpowder under its feet.

"If therefore the generalization of credit moves the explosion
away from the crisis, it is only to increase its intensity. " (The
Marxist Theory of Currency, 1968)

We close with a quote from the background work that our
current carried out in 1958 and that we mentioned at the
beginning of this article:

“The true and proper crisis that will arise
historically between the second and third world wars
will be, even more than that between the first and
second wars, international, (...)

And this crisis will place the world on the vigil of
another general war, if not it will place it on the vigil
of the revolution, one of whose conditions is the
development, which requires decades, of a party whose
program is destructive of the " myth of producing” and the
“myth of consuming”, linked by the “mercantile myth”. (The
course of world capitalism in the historical experience and
doctrine of Marx, Il Programma Comunista No. 8, 1958).
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CHINESE IMPERIALISM FILLS THE VOID LEFT BY AMERICAN IMPERIALISM
(Published in “El Comunista” no. 65 — January 2021)

Consequences of American fall back

Beyond the anti-Chinese verbiage of Trump and its
government, all the practical steps taken in its foreign policy
have done nothing but preparing the ground for Chinese
imperialism to progressively increase its influence in many of the
areas and sectors where American imperialism had historically
been more influencing.

The policy of imposing custom tariffs and blocking companies
has been a shot in one’s foot, because of the consequences it has
had regarding the American industry itself. Additionally, this
policy hasn't been able to gather any support from the
international bourgeoisie, since it negatively influenced the
general commodity exchange, resulting even in the WTO
declaring it illegal in September 2020.

The entrance of China in the WTO on 2001 formally
completed its integration into the world market, from which it
shares an increasingly bigger part of its industrial production
from even prior to that, as we have thoroughly developed in
previous issues of this revue. The entrance into this organism
(clarifying for whomever still had any doubts regarding the
capitalist nature of China) was greatly celebrated by the
international bourgeoisie, which hoped to be able to take
advantage of the opening of the Chinese market. However, as
the Manifesto of the Communist Party states, “the cheap prices
of commodlities are the heavy artillery with which it batters down
all Chinese walls, with which it forces the barbarians’ intensely
obstinate hatred of foreigners to capitulate”, and the history of
those last 20 years of Chinese presence in the WTO has instead
been the history of its raise as first industrial power of the planet
and of the battering down of the walls of the West and the world
because of the cheap prices of their commodities.

The American bourgeoisie, following Bush’s proposal on
2008 that was picked up by Obama’s government, had
attempted to block the increase of Chinese influence in Asia with
the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP, later on CPTPP) signed on
2016 with several countries of the Pacific area. Once in the White
House, Trump rolled this plan back, retreating from this treaty
that didn't even have the time to be practically implemented.

However, the need of the countries that integrated this
agreement to stretch their trade ties in order to try to find a way
out for their products didn't cease to exist. Thus, on November
2020 the parallel Chinese project, RCEP (Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership), which includes more or
less the same members of the Asian Pacific part of the CPTPP,
including Japan, South Korea, Australia and New Zealand, was
signed. A trade agreement which includes 30% of world GDP
and population, and from which the USA is excluded. Once this
trade deal of tariff reductions was reached, the Chinese
government could not wait to say that it could study the
possibility of becoming a member of the CPTPP, the successor of
the controversial TPP, a trade agreement that groups Asian and
South American countries in the other oceanic shore, the very
same that Obama’s administration promoted in order to exclude
China (and from which finally Trump decided to withdraw). ” (La
Vanguardia, 20-12-2020).

That is, the protectionist anti-Chinese strategy has practically
resulted in an increase of the influence of China both at regional
and world level, and in the USA giving in their terrain without
even fighting, which is why a part of the big American
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bourgeoisie has taken the State decision of evicting puppet
Trump from the White House.

We have shown in the work “Development of the economic
force relations of imperialism ” published in “Per il Comunismo”
#3 and reproduced in the issue #65 of “El Comunista”, the
economic reasons that determine the fall back of the USA of
which Trump's current is a reflex and consequence. In the review
in “El Comunista” issue #43 (2004) we stated: “Which is going
to be the attitude, the strategy of the US towards China-Asia?
Are they going to follow the English strateqy regarding the US
during the twentieth century of progressively giving in the
domain? Or, on the contrary, they are going to prepare
themselves and the military clash of both powers will come in a
close and medium-range future? Answering this question is not
an easy task, it is not a matter of opinions or of just talk for the
sake of talking. It must be the scientific and organic answer of
the Party, an answer based upon a scientific ANALYSIS of all the
past and present (yesterday and today), of the economic, political,
diplomatic and military history of the capitalist system at an
international level. ”

In general terms, the previous current (both republicans and
democrats) represented the tendency towards the second option
whereas Trump's current has attempted to impose a turn
towards the first one.

But this is NOT a matter of the will of each puppet,
current or fraction of the bourgeoisie! The fall back of the
US and the expansion of China is determined by the inexorability
of the laws of capitalist production to which the US bourgeoisie
cannot resist. Coming back to the previous strategy and the
outcome that the US bourgeoisie can receive from it will be
determined by these material facts: the fall back will continue or
the return will be implemented in much inferior conditions. In
any case, at the expense of the sacrifice of the material
conditions of the American petty bourgeoisie and working
aristocracy and an intensificaton of the exploitation of the
proletariat.

China sets the pace at a technological level in spite
of the blockades

Another front in which the US is trying to block China,
without significantly succeeding, is that of the new technologies
that China controls and specifically that of the 5G. The US has
only succeeded up till now in dragging towards Huawei's veto
the United Kingdom, Sweden, Poland, Japan and Australia (it
must be reminded that the latter has however joined the RCEP,
and therefore the veto will most likely not be hold for long).
Regarding India, which has not joined the RCEP, it first was
reluctant to block Chinese technological companies on December
2019, later on it forbid them in fact on August 2020 but it has
however included Huawei back in the working groups for the
deployment of 5G. This hesitant attitude is explained by the fact
that, in spite of the clash between China and India (Kashmir,
border clashes at the Himalayas, support to the anti-Chinese
attacks of Balochi independentists against the expansion of
Chinese infrastructures in Pakistan), the technological
dependence in this field is very high. Hence, many others try to
reconcile both elements establishing certain limitations but not
completely blocking Huawei, because of the fear that, facing the
lack of any other alternatives that really offer the same speeds,
they may fall behind in this technology. Besides Huawei and



other Chinese companies, everything points to the fact that only
the South Korean Samsung would be currently able to compete
in this field, whereas other companies, like the Swedish Ericsson,
try to catch up. Even when the US — or the rest of imperialisms —
flees from China, it has to rely on Samsung (South Korea), a
country that has recently also joined the RCEP.

The blocking actions instigated by the US have had an impact
on Huawei to start with: “7he company sold in its country during
the third trimester 34 million smart phones, 18% less, due to
raising component supply problems appeared as a result of the
harshening of the trade veto of the US on September.”
(Expansién, 24-10-2020). The US blocks today the component
supply and, thus, it only succeeds in forcing China to produce
them itself, making it dialectically more difficult for future vetoes
and blockades.

China has placed as Secretary-General of the United Nations
Telecommunication Agency a Chinese responsible and has the
dominance in “smart city” projects (artificial intelligence and
facial recognition included).

The Chinese market itself is also noteworthy: “Shenzhen has
positioned itself as the first city in China to offer 5G
network at a big scale on a complete way, deploying more
than 46 thousand base stations for five generation services,
a number that is comparable to the whole European
continent, (...) At the end of June, China had already deployed
more than 410 thousand 5G base stations in the country and it
Is expected that Chinese mobile operators deploy more than 600
thousand 5G base stations before concluding 2020, according to
a report of the China Academy of Information and
Communications Technology (CAICT). ” (DPL news, 20-08-2020).

Hong Kong: an example of helplessness

The disqualification of four lawmakers in Hong Kong based
upon " the resolution passed by Beijing to allow the autonomous
government to quickly dismiss the lawmakers that it considers fo
be a threat to homeland security” (La Vanguardia, 14-11-2020)
resulted in the helpless reaction of the mass resignation of all the
opposition lawmakers in Hong Kong. To the helpless mass
resignation of Hong Kong opposition, which was precisely what
Beijing sought, this economical decision can be added: “Chinese
president Xi Jinping, announced yesterday a plan to promote the
city of Shenzhen as a big innovation, finance and international
trade center, Shenzhen could become an alternative to Hong
Kong (...)." (El Pais, 15-10-2020).

Shenzhen, right at the other side of the border with Hong
Kong, with its more than 10 million inhabitants, is already a city
bigger than Hong Kong itself. After having grown on the lap of
the Special Economic Zone created there on 1980 by the
government of Deng Xiaoping, it grew from a small fishermen’s
village to what it is now. How was this transformation possible?
Through the exploitation of millions of proletarians forced to
illegally emigrate inside China itself: “7he Chinese miracle rides
on the back of the proletariat ‘It is precisely in Shenzhen where
there are most illegal immigrants in the whole of China: only 2
million of its 15 million inhabitants have hukou (...)"””" (El
Comunista #47, 2008). Moreover, the increasingly bigger and
faster interconnection of the whole area of the Pearl River Delta
with all sorts of fast trains and means of transportation
(including the 55-kilometer-long bridge between Hong Kong and
Macao) turns every time more Hong Kong itself (with its 7 million
inhabitants) into a small part of this megalopolis of more than
70 million inhabitants.
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The defeat of the opposition in Hong Kong is simply a matter
of time as long as in mainland China, and just right on the next
corner, there are lots of alternatives to the services and
companies that can be found in Hong Kong, including the
financial hub that the Chinese government promotes 1.200
kilometers to the north, in Shanghai.

Hong Kong exportations are distributed as follows: “7he
main destinations of Hong Kong are China (25.300 million
dollars), India (16.000 miflion dollars), Vietnam (10.500 million
dollars), Netherlands (7.050 million dollars) and Macao (6.260
million dollars). ” (https://commodity.com/data/hong-kong/).

“Since the reform and opening-up of the Mainland, its share
of Hong Kong's global trade had increased significantly from
9.3% in 1978 to 50.8% (HK$4,268.9 billion or US$544.8
billion) in 2019. It has been Hong Kong's largest trading
partner since 1985.

Hong Kong and the Mainland signed the "Mainland and
Hong Kong Closer Economic Partnership Arrangement” (CEPA)
in June 2003, providing tariff free treatment to all Hong Kong-
origin goods meeting the CEPA rules of origin. (...)

Hong Kong was the Mainland'’s third largest trading
partner (after the US and Japan) in 2019, and their total trade
value accounted for 6.3% of the Mainland's total trade.

Hong Kong was the Mainland's second largest
export market, taking up 11.2% (HK$2,180.5 billion or
US$278.3 billion) of its total exports in 2019,

The Mainland has been Hong Kong''s largest supplier in good's
since 1982. The value of Hong Kong's total imports from the
Mainland was HK$2,058.1 billion (US$262.6 billion), accounting
for 46.6% of Hong Kong's total imports in 2019. (...)

The Mainland was Hong Kong's second largest
source of inward direct investment At end-2018,
investment from the Mainland accounted for about 26.8% or
HK$4,121.6 billion (US$525.8 billion) of the total stock of Hong
Kong's inward direct investment. (...)

Hong Kong was the Mainland's largest source of
realized foreign direct investment, accounting for about
54.0% of the national total as at end-2018, with the cumulative
value reaching HK$8,616.6 billion (US$1,099.2 billion).

Hong Kong's investments in the Mainland concentrate largely
in the Guangdong Province. In 2017, Guangdong Province's
realized direct investment from Hong Kong exceeded RMBS110
billion, representing an increase of 7.4%. (Trade and Industry
Department of the Government of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region, June 2020,
https://www.tid.gov.hk/english/aboutus/publications/factsheet/c
hina.html).

The anti-Chinese movement in Hong Kong may be able to
delay its absorption by mainland China depending on the support
it receives coming from international bourgeoisies (and specially
the Anglo-American one) but it will not be able to avoid it.

It is the integration of Hong Kong in China’s networks which
determines the helplessness of anti-Chinese opposition, the
material facts of economy impose themselves.

Taiwan: excluded from the RCEP

Taiwan has been excluded from the free trade treaty (RCEP)
because of China’s decision to punish it due to its independentist
whims. This movement is directed to subdue Taiwan as a
condition to be able to have free access to a market of 30% of
world’s GDP. ltis oriented also to corner inside Taiwan the (today
governing) fraction that opposes reunification with mainland
China and that promised its inclusion in the RCEP. In the more
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immediate term, however, it throws Taiwan to the arms of the
us.

Foreseeing its exclusion from the RCEP, back in August,
Taiwan lifted the ban on importation of pork and cow meat from
the US and talks started to reach a bilateral trade agreement
between Taiwan and the US: “Fifty U.S. senators from both
parties called on Thursday for President (...) administration to
begin negotiating a bilateral trade agreement with Taiwan, part
of a push by lawmakers for stronger U.S. action to counteract
China.” (Reuters News, 01-10-2020). But what can the aged
American economy whose debt does not cease to increase really
offer? Can Taiwan really survive through US trade? Economic
data show the contrary. Taiwan exports are distributed as
follows: “Top export destinations for Chinese Taipei are China
($97.4 billion), Hong Kong (342 billion), United States ($41.6
billion), Japan ($23.9 billion), and Singapore (322 billion). ”
(https://commodity.com/data/taiwan/).

Exports to China, including Hong Kong, add up to
137.4 billion dollars, more than three times the exports
to the US. But, additionally, both Japan and Singapore (whose
exports are tantamount to those made to the US) are states that
have just signed a free trade agreement with China (RCEP) from
which Taiwan has been excluded.

Even though Taiwan is a distinctly exporting state, the
analysis of imports is also not promising, the first five are all
RCEP countries except the US: “7he top 5 countries that provide
Chinese Tajpei imports are China ($49.5 billion), Japan ($41.1
billion), the United States ($31.2 billion), South Korea ($20.6
biflion), and Singapore ($10.5 billion). ”
(https://commodity.com/data/taiwan/)

This economic and trade war has its reflection in the military
parades of the contenders that for the time being have not gone
beyond a war dance.

“Taiwanese forces perform this week their annual maneuvers
called Han Kuang, where they rehearse how fo reject an eventual
invasion from China. The troops of the PLA have performed, on
their side, several sets of maneuvers in the vicinity of Taiwanese
waters and have flown planes in the proximities of the island.”
(El Pais, 15-07-2020).

Ever since the visit to Taiwan of the U.S. Secretary of Health
and Human Services (the first US high officer since 1979) that
was received by Chinese fighter jets flying into Taiwanese air
space (see "El Comunista #64"), two more visits of high US
officers have occurred. The last one, announced two weeks
before the deposition of clown Trump as president, has provoked
the following reaction of the Chinese mission in the UN: “We
want to remind the US that that who plays with fire can get burnt.
They will pay a high price for their action. ”

What happens is that, in this macabre dance, instead of folk
costumes, the contenders accumulate weaponry:

If on July “The United States will modernize the Taiwanese
surface-to-air Patriot missiles, in an operation with a cost of 620
million dollars (540 miflion euros). (...)” (El Pais, 15-07-2020), in
October China parades the new missile Tianlei 500 which “uses
a laser guide and is capable of distributing submunition in the
air” and warns the US “against the possibility that Washington
performs new weapon selling operations with Taiwan. ” (El Pais,
14-10-2020).

If the US would succeed in instigating a direct clash in Taiwan
(or, with even lower probability, in Hong Kong), it could become
the first act of the Third World War in Chinese territory, likewise
the first two which occurred in European territory. In this case,
the first act of this war would be the crushing of Taiwan (or Hong
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Kong) which would be used and sacrificed in an attempt to set
the general fire, as it happened in Georgia in 2008.

For this reason, neither China nor Taiwan are interested in an
open clash, in spite of the military acrobatics and bravados,
whereas the US will attempt to throw as much fuel to the fire as
it can. The increasing integration of Taiwan into China, its
economic dependency from the RCEP countries and the process
of economic fall back of the US make the clash even more
unlikely.

But should the confrontation burst whether in Taiwan or in
Hong Kong, we communists must and will have to call the
proletariat of Hong Kong, Taiwan and the rest of the area (either
Chinese or immigrant), to organize itself in an autonomous way,
against all the warring fractions of the bourgeoisie and towards
social revolution; which requires denouncing the FALSE
SOCIALISM IN CHINA and the anticommunist nature of the so-
called Chinese Communist Party, recovering class unionism and
the organization in the International Communist Party.

From the analysis that we drafted of the advance of Chinese
imperialism and the retreat of the American one it must not be
interpreted in any case that Chinese capitalism gets away on the
submission of its economy to the laws of capitalist economy and
in particular to the tendential fall of the profit rate, that is, to the
decreasing rhythm of capitalist accumulation as its development
increases, as we have already exposed in the article
“Development of the economic force relations of imperialism ”in
this very review.

The Left has always set down that, with the unification of the
world market, the inter-war crisis would not leave any State out
and what was stated at the end of the fifties about the young
Russian industry can nowadays be stated about the already not
so young Chinese industry: “(...) when the word of the
emulation and the peace finally unveils its economic content:
single world market. Then the crisis will not leave any State
out. ” (The Course of World Capitalism in the historical Experience
and in the Doctrine of Marx, 1958).

“But if a crisis would come, as it will, not only will Marxism
have won. The ferocious laugh of Stalin will not be able to sound
behind the whistles of the first missiles anymore, but it will be of
no use that according to their dirty trend, Kruschev and
colleagues curse against themselves. Through the curtain, turned
into an emulative spider net, the universal mercantile crisis will
also bite the heart of the young Russian industry. This will be
the result of having unified the markets and made a
single one the vital circulation of the capitalist
monster! But that who unifies the bestial heart, unifies
the Revolution, that after the crisis of the second inter-war
period, and before a third war, could find its world time.” (Dialog
with the Dead, 1956).


https://commodity.com/data/taiwan/
https://commodity.com/data/taiwan/

REPLACEMENT OF PUPPETS IN THE USA, CAUSES AND CONSEQUENCES
(Published in “El Comunista” no. 65 — January 2021)

Clash of interests within the American bourgeoisie

Marxists know that historical events do not happen by the
act and will of that one or another individual, therefore, in
following the statements and performances of the tragicomedy
of the elections in the United States, we must not lose sight of
the fact that the participants are mere puppets or buffoons
whose wills express the impelling material forces and that the
results that produce these puppets’ acts seldom coincide with
what is desired or foreseen by them. Let's make this point clear
before starting with the following quotes from Engels, collected
in the Party text "The individual as a puppet in history" (1953):

“«In nature there are unconscious agents... on the contrary,
in the history of society those who act are obviously endowed
with conscience, men who act with reflection or passion who
tend to certain objectives.. But this intention, however
important it may be for historical inquiry, especially of given
epochs and events, nothing can detract from the fact that the
course of history is dominated by intimate general laws... Only
rarely does what has been desired... all the clashes of
the innumerable individual wills and actions lead to a
state of affairs which is absolutely analogous to that
prevailing in the unconscious nature. The objectives of
the actions are desired, but the results produced by
these actions are not the desired ones, or, as soon as
they seem to correspond to the desired objective, they
actually have consequences different than those
desired... Men make their own history, but as it turn out, while
each one pursues his own ends ... the results of these multiple
wills that act in different directions and of their multiple actions
over the external world, are precisely history ... But if it is a
question of investigating the impelling forces that - consciously
or unconsciously, and indeed very often unconsciously - are
behind the motives of the men who act in history, and constitute
the true and last propellants of history, it cannot so much be a
question of individual determining motives, even if they are
eminent men, but rather those who set in motion large masses,
entire peoples, entire classes; and even these not momentarily,
as a fleeting straw fire, quick to ignite and extinguish, but as a
way of lasting action that crowns a great historical
transformation». (...) " (The individual as a puppet in history, Il
Programma Comunista, no. 7-1953).

On November 3, 2020, elections were held in the USA.
Formally they were won by Democrats, but the one who has won
these elections and defends the victory is the majority current of
the American bourgeoisie, made up of both Democrats and
Republicans, who months ago made the decision to put an end
to the isolationist and defeatist policy (exit from international
treaties, withdrawal of troops abroad...) carried out by the Trump
current that had broken with the previous warlike policy of the
American bourgeoisie.

Chinese capitalism relentlessly advances economically while
American capitalism retreats. On the political-military level, one
part of the bourgeoisie is pushed to try to maintain positions and
fight a battle while another feels the need to give up the ground
and shut themselves up at home, boarding up doors and
windows so that no one can enter.

These two currents are the reflection of the needs of the
different sectors of US capital. Do not forget that in capitalism
the anarchy of production reigns. The shaping of a general trend
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in the needs of sectors of US capitalism and US capitalism itself
is also imposed through a blind and anarchic process. The
“thinking brains" of the bourgeoisie delude themselves of
directing and controlling it when they are nothing more than the
reflection of this anarchic process that operates behind their back
and is inexorably imposed on them.

As we have recalled in the article " Chinese imperialism fills
the void left by American imperialism" in this issue of the review,
the determination of whether the US will continue against China-
Asia the same strategy of gradual transfer of dominance that
England followed against the US itself or whether, on the
contrary, it will prepare and reach the military clash, cannot be
answered without a scientific analysis of the entire past and
present course (yesterday and today), of the economic, political,
diplomatic and military history of the worldwide capitalist
system, dialectically posing the hypotheses and conditions of the
different possible developments.

The advance of China in the material facts of production is
what determines the withdrawal of the United States, which,
with each passing day, deepens its retreat from its former
position of world primacy and is in a worse position to face an
open war against China or against the world. At the same time,
the losing contender has to try to survive by all means, even by
means that end up hurting it, as it has been pushed to do with
tariffs or could be forced to do with an unwinnable war. As we
said in The Internationalist Proletarian no. 5: “/t is not about its
awareness of the facts, not even its subjective will, this would
not be Marxism. It is about what acts the American bourgeoisie
(or fractions of it) is forced to carry out, due to the effect of their
material situation. And in the current situation of imperialism,
the US can only choose among loser moves. ”

The bulk of the US big bourgeoisie has seen with horror the
effects of the abandonment of what had been its State policy and
is forced to try to turn the wheel again in the other direction.

What the American bourgeoisie cannot see is that the effects
it sees with horror are not only or not so much the result of the
policy of walled-in withdrawal. They are above all the result of
the displacement of production towards Asia, of the tendential
fall in the rate of profit in general and more markedly in the
countries of older capitalism, of the material impossibility of
continuing to impose their parasitic conditions on the rest of the
bourgeoisies of the world. The fantastic formulation of
"America first" is no more illusory than the "Yes we
can" was, the development of capitalism does not
allow neither one nor the other.

For this reason, another thing will be what the laws of the
economy allow or impose American capitalism to do. This will be
what determines whether it can effectively return to its previous
policy and partially recover the abandoned positions of influence,
whether it will be forced to follow the current withdrawal
dynamics or whether it can even reach a situation of collapse and
internal implosion.

Elections in the US: a matter of state

The arrest in August 2020 of Steve Bannon, architect of
Trump's electoral victory, accused of having kept the money that
Republican voters had donated to build the wall in Mexico and
have their name engraved on the bricks, it was already a
demonstration that an important current of the American



bourgeoisie (Republican and Democratic) had decided to
liquidate Trump.

During the electoral campaign, part of the Republican party
asked to vote directly for the Democratic candidate. The
heavyweights of the Republican party such as former President
Bush (Jr.) did not take even five days from the elections to make
it clear that the previous period had to be closed and accept the
electoral results: “President Trump has the right to request a
recount and file objections in court, and any unresolved issues
will be decided appropriately. People can trust that this election
has been fundamentally fair, its integrity will be upheld, and the
outcome is clear. ” (El Pais, 09-11-2020).

The Republican attorney general himself and the Supreme
Court without any vote against (it was useless to put an akin
judge at the last moment) have totally rejected practically all the
electoral fraud claims: “7The Attorney General of the United
States, William Barr, said Tuesday that the Department of Justice
has not found evidence of any case of irregularity of sufficient
importance to reverse the victory of Democrat Joe Biden. Barr,
often criticized for serving the president’s interests, shuts off the
Trump campaign, which still fails to recognize President-elect
Biden, despite crashing in every court so far.” (El Pais, 02-12-
2020). Two weeks later, on December 15, following confirmation
by the Electoral College of Biden's victory, this attorney general
resigned from his post.

Let us remember that the elections won by George Bush in
2000 were the result precisely of the intervention of the Supreme
Court that validated his victory in Florida; at that time, the
American bourgeoisie was interested in the Republicans winning
and carrying out the self-attack on the twin towers, the invasion
of Iraq and the intervention in Afghanistan, in an attempt to
avoid the crisis, raise the price of oil and block China's expansion.
This is how the bourgeoisie decides who manages its business!

“In a democratic republicc Engels continues,
“wealth exercises its power indirectly, but all the more
surely”, first by means of the “direct corruption of
officials” (America); secondly, by means of an “alliance
of the government and the Stock Exchange" (France
and America). (...) and since later on Mr. Palchinsky, upon
resigning from the Cabinet (and being, of course, replaced by
another quite similar Palchinsky), was “rewarded” by the
capitalists with a lucrative job with a salary of 120,000 rubles per
annum — what would you call that? Direct or indirect
bribery? An alliance of the government and the
syndicates, or “merely” friendly relations? What role do
the Chernovs, Tseretelis, Avksentyevs and Skobelevs play? Are
they the “direct” or only the indirect allies of the millionaire
treasury-looters?” (The State and Revolution, Lenin, 1917).

It is very illustrative to see how each and every one of the
individuals handpicked by the buffoon Trump are actually
puppets of economic interests that force them to act in the
opposite direction to which they were supposed to act. The
attorney general has not been the only one who has left the
government after the elections, the current of Trump has
dedicated himself to purging the high positions with the
intention of putting at the head of the Pentagon and the
Department of Security akin elements that try to block the
change of government: on November 9, 2020, the Secretary of
Defense was fired, and later several senior Pentagon officials
resigned, including the Deputy Secretary of Defense and the main
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intelligence official; this was followed by the dismissal of the
director of the Cybersecurity Agency belonging to the
Department of Security and of other senior officials of this
department for denying electoral fraud.

In the previous issue of the review, we said that “7he
American bourgeoisie finds itself in a very complicated historical
impasse, from which it cannot get out victoriously. But this is not
going to prevent it to fight — and if necessary — to die killing.
With the coming elections getting closer and the inflammation
of the struggle among the various fractions, we can expect
whatever maneuver from now to the last moment. Any desperate
attempt to avoid the elections can also not be discarded. ” (The
Internationalist Proletarian no. 5, September 2020). As we will
see, desperate attempts cannot be discarded even after the
elections.

The fraction of the bourgeoisie represented by the puppet
Trump has entrenched itself by refusing to make the transition of
government and trying to block the 6 million dollars aimed to it.
He had to stop the sabotage (which lasted almost a month after
the elections) after pressure received by the business elite and by
senators from both the Democratic Party and the Republican
Party itself who made public statements pointing to Trump's
blockade directly as a threat national security. (El Pais, 14-11-
2020). “Republican senators and other Republican Party figures,
national security experts, and more than 160 business leaders
have asked the president to stop blocking a process aimed at
avoiding shocks in the change from one Administration to
another. ” (El Pais, 24-11-2020).

On December 15, 2020, the Electoral College certified Biden's
victory but the resistance of the fraction of the bourgeoisie that
wants to stay in government does not easily give in and they tried
to block the extension of unemployment benefits that ended on
December 27, the extension of the ban on evictions, the injection
of 900 million dollars, the 1.4 trillion dollars to finance the
executive and the check for the unemployed on the pretext that
they wanted this check (which is delivered in a single pay and
not all unemployed) to be of $2,000 and not $600. This attempt
to block the budgets made by one part of the Republicans was
blocked in turn by the other part of the Republicans (the majority)
forcing Trump to sign the decree: “/n a meeting on Thursday,
Republicans blocked the president's request in the House of
Representatives. ” (La Vanguardia, 28-12-2020).

The confrontation within the Republican party in relation to
US foreign policy was reflected in the vote on the Defense
Budgets: “/n addiition, McConell announced that Republican
senators will vote today against the veto imposed by Trump on
the bill that contains the annual Defense budget. Fverything
indicates that McConell's decision may be the beginning of a
series of clashes that engulfs the activity of the Senate, at least
for the next few days (...) Two would be the most important
points that Trump opposes. The fact that the Pentagon is forced
to rename military sites named after Confederate leaders during
the Civil War period (...) and that forejgn troops do not return. '/
oppose endless wars, as the American public opposes. ‘In his
opinion, "the law seeks to restrict the ability of the president to
withdraw troops from Afghanistan, Germany and South
Korea.””. (El Pais, 30-12-2020). The former Secretary of Defense
and head of the Pentagon resigned in December 2018 precisely
because of his opposition to the withdrawal of troops and in fact
his replacement has been beheaded for the same reason.

In September 2020 the buffoon Trump declared that: “/'m not
saying the military is in love with me, but the soldiers are. The



top peaple in the Pentagon probably aren’t, because they want
to do nothing but fight wars so that all of those wonderful
companies that make the bombs and make the planes and make
everything else stay happy. ” (El Pais, 09-09-2020). The attack on
the military industry, albeit in word, shows that the Trump
current has come into contradiction with the general
interests of the mainstream American bourgeoisie,
regardless of whether it had previously promoted arms sales to
Saudi Arabia, even bypassing the congressional veto, or it would
have increased the Pentagon's budget and put someone in a
direct line with the arms industry as the new Pentagon chief, now
fired.

In the same month of September 2020, the US decided to
withdraw more troops from the Middle East and Afghanistan:
“The Pentagon announced yesterday the withdrawal of 2,200
soldiers currently present in lrag, a decision that will be
accompanied by a new departure of its military contingent in
Afghanistan until it is limited to levels not seen since the first
years of the war. (...) Between the end of 2019 and the beginning
of this year, the Pentagon had sent an additional 20,000 troops
to the Middle Fast region, some 3,500 immediately after the
assassination of General Soleimani.

Regarding Afghanistan, after the signing of the peace
agreement with the Taliban insurgency in February, the US
reduced its troops in the country from 13,000 to 8,600, a figure
that Trump plans to drop to around 4,500 this 1all, although the
decision is not official yet. The Republican leader has also
announced the departure of 25% of his troops from Germany,
that will go progressively from 34,600 to 25,000.” (El Pais, 10-
09-2020).

This partial withdrawal of soldiers from Afghanistan, Iraq and
Germany highlights not so much or not only Trump's line of
withdrawal but also the inability of the US to keep its
army deployed, receiving blows all over the place.

During 2020 the purchase of weapons within the US has
skyrocketed: “Only in the first 6 months of this year, 19 million
weapons were sold, almost two times that of the same period of
the previous year (...). The US has 46% of all civilians who own
at least one weapon. ” (E| Pais, 02-11-2020). After the elections
there were violent clashes in the street (with stabbings and
gunshot wounds) as a continuation of the clashes that had
already been taking place during the summer and that had
caused several deaths, such as in the city of Kenosha in the State
of Wisconsin where armed civilian militias began to appear in the
streets such as the so-called “Proud Boys”, defenders of the
Trump current who staged clashes in other cities and states. This
group had joined the call for a demonstration in Washington in
January 6, 2021 in favor of Trump. However, “7he United States
authorities have arrested the leader of the far-right group Proud
Boys, the Cuban-American Enrigue Tarrio, in the capital,
Washington, two days before this supremacist group holds a
demonstration in the city in support of the president, Donald
Trump. ” (ABC, 05-01-2021).

The opposing interests of the different currents of the
bourgeoisie are also manifested in the pro-independence
movements in Texas or California that promote the "Texit" or
the "Calexit". The possibility of a territorial rupture cannot be
ruled out in absolute terms as the crisis imposes contradictions
on the American bourgeoisie (or bourgeoisies), but this

20

hypothesis would only make sense if the material possibility of
survival of at least one of the resulting parties and if there were
a division within the Army that for the moment has not been
verified.

On November 26, 2020, Trump pardoned his former National
Security Advisor (retired Lieutenant General) who had been
convicted of having lied to the FBI in the investigation into
Russian interference in the US elections. Shortly after the pardon,
this same character publicly declared that the elections should
be repeated under the control of the army, that the president
should suspend the Constitution and declare martial law, and
called what had happened with the elections a coup.

But after the dismissal of the Secretary of Defense in early
November, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and General
of the Army took a position against an Army intervention: “ We
do not take an oath to an individual. (...) We take an oath to the
Constitution. ” (El Periddico, 13-11-2020).

All living former US Defense Secretaries have expressed the
same line, signing a joint statement in The Washington Post. The
declaration was promoted by Dick Cheney, secretary of defense
with Bush Sr. and vice president in the Bush Jr. administration,
directly related to the arms and oil industry, the architect of the
invasion of Iraq and Afghanistan. The ten criminals close ranks
in his declaration, demonstrating the unity of the position of the
American bourgeoisie above the Democratic or Republican
parties. The statement denotes a certain concern that there
might not be absolute unanimity in the army on the issue,
recalling the Civil War and issuing a warning to the current
secretary of defense and his subordinates to refrain from
intervening and to make the transfer of powers or will face
criminal penalties:

"Ashton Carter, Dick Cheney, William Cohen, Mark Esper,
Robert Gates, Chuck Hagel, James Mattis, Leon Panetta, William
Perry and Donald Rumsfeld are the 10 living former US defense
secretaries. (...) Each of us swore an oath to support and defend
the Constitution against all enemies, foreign and domestic. We
adid not swear it to an individual or a party. American elections
and the peaceful transfers of power that result are hallmarks of
our democracy.

With one singular and tragic exception that cost the lives of
more Americans than all of our other wars combined, the United
States has had an unbroken record of such transitions since
1789, including in times of partisan strife, war, epidemics and
economic depression.

This year should be no exception. Our elections have
occurred.  Recounts and audits have been conducted.
Appropriate challenges have been addressed by the courts.
Governors have certified the results. And the electoral college
has voted. The time for questioning the results has passed the
time for the formal counting of the electoral college votes, as
prescribed in the Constitution and statute, has arrived.

As senior Defense Department leaders have noted, “there’s
no role for the U.S. military in determining the outcome of a U.S.
election.”

Efforts to involve the U.S. armed forces in resolving election
disputes would take us into dangerous, unlawful and
unconstitutional territory.

Civilian and military officials who direct or carry out such
measures would be accountable, including potentially facing



criminal penalties, for the grave consequences of their actions on
our republic. (...)

They often occur at times of international uncertainty about
U.S. national security policy and posture. They can be a moment
when the nation is vulnerable to actions by adversaries seeking
to take advantage of the situation. (...)

Acting defense secretary Christopher C. Miller and his
subordinates — political appointees, officers and civil servants
— are each bound by oath, law and precedent to facilitate the
entry into office of the incoming administration, and to do so
wholeheartedlly. They must also refrain from any political actions
that undermine the results of the election or hinder the success
of the new team. (...)” (The Washington Post, 03-01-2021)

These statements were published a few days before the votes
were to be validated in the House of Representatives with a more
than likely boycott by some Republicans. Conveniently, came to
light the conversation between Trump and the Georgia Secretary
of State in which Trump tells him to “find 77.780 votes ".

The big American bourgeoisie also positioned itself in favor
of the change of government: “A/most two hundred prominent
representatives of the American business world have urged
Congress to certify the results of the November 3 elections and
the victory of Joe Biden (...) includes a broad representation of
executives from the companies of the exclusive Fortune 500 club
(... ) banks, investment funds, airlines, large pharmaceuticals (...)
At the request of the Partnership for New York City, which groups
together some 300 CEOs of the main companies in the city,
representatives of sectors that are not keen to express
themselves politically, or even initial Trumpists in some cases,
have decided to break their silence to prevent the questioning of
the electoral result from causing serious damage. ” (E| Pais, 06-
01-2021).

The penultimate episode of the tragicomedy so far has been
the carnival irruption into the Capitol by pro-Trump protesters to
try to prevent the confirmation of the victory of the Democrats
as the culmination of the demonstration called for January 6,
2021. The Stock Exchange from New York was unfazed by the
show's lack of seriousness.

The Capitol security officials (now resigned) did everything
necessary to NOT prevent the protesters from entering, rejecting
the offers of reinforcement made by the FBI and the Pentagon,
the latter through members of the National Guard. Whether this
is due to the intention of favoring the protesters’ plan to actually
stop the ratification of the electoral result or to the intention of
allowing them to partially carry out their action to have the
possibility after pressuring the puppet Trump with charges of
sedition, the result is the same: the carnival of the assailants did
not stop the ratification process and the assault on the Capitol
with 5 dead will allow the prosecution of the puppet in question.
Despite the absence of the President's order, the National Guard
mobilized and intervened, which highlights the disconnection
between the Army and the puppet Trump.

The attempt to force the situation has produced, for a
change, effects contrary to those desired, that is, that his deputy
(the vice president) had to call for the eviction of the protesters
by the National Guard, that Trump himself had to issue a
message asking his followers to abandon the action to which he
had pushed them, that all his social media accounts (Twitter,
Facebook, Instagram) that he used to mobilize such followers
were canceled and that he ended up having to state that he
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would carry out the transfer of powers without putting more
obstacles (which does not mean that he does not put them, but
it is a humiliation in front of his own).

In issue 59 of "El Comunista" we said: “The individual-
puppet Donald Trump has to bow to the state policy of US
capitalism, under menace of ending up in jail along with his
cligue. ” (El Comunista n°59, April 2017). This last resistance to
being deposed is explained by this prospect of ending up in jail
and simultaneously reinforces it by further condemning himself
with the latest acts.

On January 13, 2021, the start of the second impeachment
against Trump was approved, with the vote of 222 Democrats
and 10 Republicans.

The situation of the working class in the USA

While the tragicomic circus that we have exposed unfolds,
the American working class is increasingly sunk in a situation of
misery: in the month of May 2020 the peak of 40 million
unemployed was reached, the number of long-term unemployed
increases each month, more than 32% of the tenants could not
pay the rent in the month of July, there are 40 million tenants
pending to be evicted; 26.4% of those surveyed by the Census
Bureau stated that they had not made mortgage or rent
payments in the last month or are sure that they will not be able
to pay the next due date on time, 26 million surveyed say they
have been hungry (out of them about 17 million children), food
banks distributed approximately 4.2 billion meals throughout the
country between March and October, about 26 and a half million
people receive charities to eat through the so-called SNAP
(Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program), to this more than
20 million who receive charity through other channels, food
banks and schools, can be added.

The $1.9 trillion stimulus plan announced by Biden, pending
approval by Congress, would add $1 trillion to the $900 billion
approved last month. But with these injections of capitalism in a
drugged economy they will not be able to overcome the
contradictions, nor will they achieve relief from the suffering and
exploitation of the American proletariat.

Conclusions

From everything presented in this and other articles in this
review, we conclude that:

e American capitalism is being hit by the crisis of
overproduction of capital that it cannot overcome.

e American capitalism has lagged and is increasingly
lagging behind in all areas of production, which has to be
reflected and is reflected in technology, trade, finance
capital, and so on.

e American capitalism needs to fight to try to regain lost
positions or keep the ones it has left, regardless of
whether it succeed, it is forced to try.

e In this process, the puppet-Trump and his clique have
become increasingly isolated from the state machinery
that serves American capital.

e The decision to rectify the isolationist line and remove the
individual Trump as its representative is a State decision.



e The small and medium bourgeoisie, as well as the labor
aristocracy, are rapidly being impoverished and
proletarianized (the breeding ground for the illusion of
protectionism and nationalism) and the situation of the
American proletariat is increasingly difficult.

e There is a tangible division between currents of the
bourgeoisie within the United States, as a result of all
these contradictions.

e All this leads to an increase in the exploitation of the
proletariat within the United States, an intensification of
the trade war with the rest of imperialisms, an
intensification of the military efforts of the United States
in the world to try to unleash the 3rd world war to
discharge its crisis, without ruling out the possibility of
the outbreak of war within itself if it does not succeed.

Given all this, the American working class will only be able
to get out of the mud in which it is submerged if it does not allow
itself to be carried away by one or another fraction of the
bourgeoisie and completely rejects being led to fight for the
interests of the petty bourgeoisie.

For this, it is necessary that in the daily struggles in the work
centers, it breaks the corset of subsidized, corrupt and
institutionalized unionism that prevails today in the United
States as in the rest of the world, and it breaks with the defense
of the homeland, of the nation and of national production (“7he
working men have no country. We cannot take from them what
they have not got. ", Manifesto of the Communist Party, 1848)
and the classist methods of struggle of the working class are
recovered: the indefinite strike without minimum services and its

extension to all companies and sectors. Organizing the
independent class union, not subsidized neither by the employer
nor by the state. Only in this way will it be possible to fight for
the defense of the job, against layoffs, for the reduction of
working hours without a salary reduction, and thus absorb
unemployment, for salary increases; to extract improvements in
working conditions from the bourgeoisie and the petty
bourgeoisie, while we expand the organization and prepare the
conditions that allow us to fight for the abolition of wage labor.

The bourgeoisie starves us and impoverishes us with each
passing day and tries to avoid class social clashes through
charity, interclass movements and through electoral opium,
making us embrace our own exploiters from one side or the
other: Neither Republicans nor Democrats! The only civil
war that is in the interest of the proletariat and for which we
must be willing to die is the REVOLUTIONARY CIVIL WAR of
the entire working class (without distinction of sex, race, origin)
against the entire bourgeois class: for the abolition of private
property, of wage labor, social classes and the capitalist
mercantile system of production.

This bourgeois world is sinking and threatens to drag us
along with it, we do not have mends or patches to put on it but
a new society to fight and live for. And not a caricature of this
current society with changed names (as in Russia, China or
Venezuela), but a truly communist society: without wage labor,
without money, without market, without anarchy of production,
without private property, without State neither crisis nor wars...
in which “the free development of each will be the premise of
the free development of all. ” (Manifesto of the Communist Party,
1848).
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IMPERIALIST CLASHES IN EUROPE
(Published in “El Comunista” no. 65 — January 2021)

The British bourgeoisie run over by its own Brexit

In the evening of December 24", 2020 the British
government announced the signing of the Trade and
Cooperation Agreement between the European Union and
Great Britain, which a few days after the end of the transition
period post Brexit should lay the foundations for the future
relationship.

With this, the campaign of ideological intoxication of the
British and European proletariat coordinated by both those who
defend Brexit and those who oppose it, with arguments that
are equally deceitful and false, culminated. Neither one option
nor the other have any progressive element, they are just two
possible results of the LOOT DISTRIBUTION AMONG THIEVES.
The only solution to the problems of the British, European and
world proletariat is the independent class organization against
the own bourgeoisie both for the struggle for immediate
interests and for the purpose of the anti-capitalist social
revolution. We say culminate it because even though the
agreement has been signed, the ideological campaign will not
end here, since the bourgeoisie will continue to need to divert
the attention of the working class from its real problems.

The signing of the agreement was preceded by the staging
by the British government of the deployment of machine guns
in the English Channel, followed by the timely "discovery" of a
“new strain" of Covid 19 in Great Britain, which was the
perfect excuse for European imperialism to carry out an express
strangulation of the British imperialist economy. This blockade,
justified by a strain that, moreover, has been found before and
after throughout Europe, caused immediate queues for carriers
at the border and a shortage of products in supermarkets. It
was the last thrust so that the fraction of the British bourgeoisie
that was driving Brexit were forced to surrender with a
downward agreement. This strangulation has shown that the
dream of independence of Great Britain (like any other
capitalist country in the imperialist phase of capitalism) is a
mere illusion: “7hat route, which more than 2.5 miflion trailer
trucks travel a year, is not only the largest freight corridor in the
world. It is the most important access point of supply to the
United Kingdom, an island country that is totally dependent on
supplies by sea.

About 97% of the volume of British foreign trade is
handlled through maritime trade. It is about 500 million tons per
year. Dover is the main shipping port for trailers and containers,
a long way from the second, the port of Holyhead, which
connects with Ireland. Around 10,000 trucks circulate here a
day, compared to 1,200 in Holyhead (..) According to the
British retail consortium, the EU is the most important food
source for UK supermarkets, accounting for 40% of the food
consumed in the country ”. (Expansion, 23-12-2020).

The agreement can be summarized in the British submission
to the needs and regulations of the EU so that companies can
have a “privileged” access (without tariffs) that allows at the
same time the Johnson government to sell it to its followers as
an effective culmination of the exit, whatever the consequences
they bring to themselves.

The agreement guarantees that there are no tariffs in a
bilateral trade between the United Kingdom and the EU of
more than 731 billion euros (Expansién, 26-12-2020). Who is
the main beneficiary? The deficit of the United Kingdom's trade

balance has not stopped growing in the last decades. That is,
the UK imports much more than it exports.
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The following table shows that the United Kingdom has a
deficit in its trade balance with all EU countries, except Ireland:

United Kingdom Trade balance - World
Countries Trade balance

Germany -34.101,5M.€ |

China
Netherlands
Norway

Belgium

Italy -11.245,3M.€
Russia
Ireland

Switzerland

Canada

United Arab Emirates

Spain

Poland -6.551,7TM.€

France -5.865,8M.€

[

Hong Kong
South Africa
Vietnam

Australia

Turkey

Denmark

Czech Republic -4.395,4M.€
Singapore 3.747 5M.€
India -3.525,2M.€
Japan -3.445,4M.€

United States 3.172,3M.€

Taiwan -2.593,1M.€

Bangladesh

Austria -2.261,3M.€

Azerbaijan

T L L el il

Uzbekistan

Source: datosmacro.expansion.com

The tariff-free trade agreement benefits mainly the
exporting countries, that is, the EU: European goods will
continue to flood the British market without restriction.

The agreement on the other hand imposes restrictions on
the decisions of the British government that are not subject to



European regulations, in order to avoid "unfair" competition
with respect to the sectors included in the agreement. Therefore,
it does not allow the British government to establish
agreements in other terms with other markets (which was the
illusion of the Brexiters), although granting the British that the
regulatory framework is not formally established by the CJEU
and the European institutions as up to now, but by newly
created arbitration institutions. That is, they change the name
of things so as not having to say that Great Britain submits to
the decisions of the CJEU and the European institutions without
participating in them, as countries such as Switzerland or
Norway also do in practice.

The British resignation as regards Northern Ireland is still
greater, since it explicitly remains within the European market,
and in the all European regulations, in the Erasmus program (as
opposed to the rest of the United Kingdom) and European
citizenship is recognized for those born there if they request it.
In other words, Northern Ireland is still formally part of the
United Kingdom but on a practical level it is part of the
European market and of all the regulations that the EU can
impose.

The process has increased the contradictions between the
Scottish and the English bourgeoisie, and the former loses no
opportunity to demonstrate it by closing the border with
England, claiming the usual excuse of the pandemic situation
and promoting a second Scottish independence referendum (La
Vanguardia, 21-12-20). Thus the Scottish bourgeoisie can
function as a European fifth column in the United Kingdom, as
Great Britain functioned as an American fifth column in the
European Union.

Gibraltar was explicitly excluded from the agreement. Under
the risk of collapse otherwise, it had to sign an immediately
subsequent treaty promoted by Spain by which it has become
part of the Schengen area (free movement and without
restrictions of people, goods and services and capital). What a
result for a Brexit!

To make matters worse, the agreement in question does not
include the financial sector, so that "As of today, after the
celebrations, the banks, and the British financial companies
have lost the "passport” that allowed them to operate in any of
the 27 countries of the UF as if they belonged to one of them.
In exchange, they will have to obtain "equivalences"”, which
Brussels will grant unilaterally (and can withdraw with one
month’s notice) in those business segments in which it
considers that British regulations, without being equal, have
the same effects and do not cause distortion or unfair
competition. ” (La Vanguardia, 04-01-2021). With this, the EU
has an additional pressure mechanism to force compliance with
the agreement (or even to force compliance with the standards
it considers in the financial field, although it is not included in
the agreement) since “The United Kingdom supplies the EU
financial services worth 40 billion euros a year and the sector
constitutes almost 7% of British GDP." (La Vanguardia, 04-04-
2021) and it “employs a million people and contributes more
than 80 billion euros to the tax collection. ” (El Pais 26-12-2020).
To which we must add that “7he Brexit without significant
agreements on this issue threatens the negotiation of 569
trillion euros in derivative products, of which 75% had so far
passed through the City (..) The total size of the derivatives
market in the FU reached 681 triflion euros last year, when the
Spanish GDP in 2020 is estimated at 1.1 trillion (...) So far, three
quarters of these Instruments were traded on London-based
markets: 19 of the 32 markets authorized by the end of 2020 by
ESMA were there. A part of them has been registered in
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countries of the Union to try to alleviate the problems (..)
Financial sources indicate that after an agonizing negotiation,
the EU wants to reduce to a minimum the dependence of its 27
countries on the City services. They want the industry to
continue moving to Madrid, Frankfurt Amsterdam and Berlin
among other cities ” (Cinco Dias, 30-12-2020). In other words, if
with the current situation, in addition to having this weapon to
press for compliance with the rest of the agreement, the EU can
snatch a part of the financial business pie from London, it will
not stop trying to take advantage of the opportunity. A blow to
the jewel in the British crown.

The airlines and land transport, sectors that are included in
the agreement, can only operate routes to and from their
territory and not intra-community routes that are not stopovers.
This has already led to, and will continue to lead to, changes in
the shareholders of the airline companies to try to stop the
coup by making themselves as European as it is necessary to
maintain market share (on the other hand, greatly diminished
by the crisis).

About fishing, with a significantly lower relevance to GDP, it
is true that the British part has achieved a 25% reduction in
European catches, but this is far from its initial claims and has
nothing to do with full maritime sovereignty, as Brexit
advocates preached, as European fishermen will still be able to
fish extensively in British territorial waters.

With this agreement the United Kingdom will also lose the
benefits of freedom of movement in the services sector
including the recognition of professional titles, such as doctors,
engineers and architects. That is to say, another blow to his
petty bourgeoisie and labor aristocracy.

Finally, the agreement also includes the maintenance of
commitments regarding polluting emissions and renewable
energies. Another eminently European and non-British business,
which the agreement guarantees will not be affected.

The development of recent events that has culminated in
the EU-UK trade agreement parallel to the effective departure
of the United Kingdom from the EU has done nothing but
confirm what we have exposed on other occasions, namely that,
in a very dialectical way, the Anglo-American plan to
tear the EU apart through a Brexit that should trigger
other exits has not only not worked but has pushed a
growing union at all levels: financial, fiscal, healthcare,
and, increasingly, also military ones. This has also been explicit
in the very negotiation of this Brexit trade agreement, in which
all member countries have maintained only one voice despite
the British attempt to exploit their contrasting interests in
certain matters covered by the agreement.

Both regarding the outcome of Brexit and the consolidation
of European integration at all levels; the recent change of
puppets in the US presidency has also contributed. This change
entails at a practical level a reduction of material support to
groups such as those behind the governments of Poland or
Hungary, and other groups such as those behind the Lega in the
Italian state, or Vox in Spanish one, that are trying to oppose
further integration. In other words, the change in the dominant
bourgeois fraction in the USA has weakened all movements
sponsored by the current represented by the puppet Trump and
led by the fallen on disgrace Steve Bannon.

The US still needs to break or greatly weaken the EU to get
it to submit to an anti-Chinese front. Manifestations of
intentions apart will be the economic interests that command.
An example: the US needs to flood the EU with liquefied gas
while the EU is building the Nord Stream2 and TurkStream gas
pipelines. The US Congress has just approved (against Trump's



presidential veto) the imposition of sanctions on companies
that collaborate in the construction of the gas pipeline in the
same law for the approval of defense budgets, which is a direct
attack on the interests of the EU. Meanwhile, on the other hand,
the EU has imposed sanctions on Boeing and signed on
December 30 an agreement to improve its investments in China:
“The stock of investments of Furopeans (excluding the United
Kingdom) in China amounts to about 150 billion of euros and
that of the Chinese in the EU to 113 billion euros (...) China will
eliminate the condition that until now imposed on European
companies to form a foint company with a Chinese one to enter
its market in certain sectors (..) The obligation of European
investors to transfer their technologies decays (..)” (La
Vanguardia, 30-12-2020).

The current that has won the elections in the USA raises the
need for a front with the EU against China. But this is not a
question of will but of what the interests and economic needs
of American capitalism and European capitalism allow it to do.
and

Concentration of the banking sector

consolidation of the financial integration

The acceleration of the European integration process is also
happening in a context of accelerated concentration of the
banking sector (feature of the imperialist stage of capitalism).
The graphic of the next column, which shows the percentage of
national market held by the first five entities of each country,
reflects the level of concentration already reached on 2020 in
the EU countries.

This level of concentration is going to do nothing but
increase in the coming months, taking into account the already
planned fusions and all the rest that are currently under
preparation: “Lagarde bets for continuing the bank fusions in
the eurozone (...) both national and transnational in order to
strengthen the sector in relation to its external competitors.”
(Cinco Dias, 07-10-2020).

In Spain, the government has already delivered to
CaixaBank the head of Bankia (a fact that at its turn implies a
reequilibration of forces at a Spanish level that will further
reduce the nationalist soufflé at Catalonia) and the fusion of
Unicaja and Liberbank has already been approved.

In spite of having a lower level of concentration compared
to Spain, the situation is not different in other states such as
France or ltaly. “One of the big operations might be under
forge in France: the union of BNP Paribas, which tries to
conquer the Swiss bank UBS and the French Société Générale.
(...) In Italy, the biggest bank according to capitalization, Intesa
San Paolo, announced on September its integration with
Unione dei Banchi ltaliani.” (La Vanguardia, 23-11-2020). The
lesser concentration in the Italian case hides however the fact
that, together with a high number of small entities that make
up a big part of the market, Intesa San Paolo is by far the first
entity, with a capitalization of 37.17 billion euros, far over the
second one, Unicredit, with 17.209 billion (Il Sole 24 Ore, 27-
12-2020). All that is clearing the path for inter-European
fusions promoted by the ECB, progressively consolidating also
the financial union through common regulation mechanisms:
“The Eurogroup approved on Monday the reform that gives
more powers to the Furopean Stability Mechanism (ESM) and
advanced in two years, to 2022, the kickoff of the security
network to face banking resolutions. ” (El Pais, 02-12-2020).
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Percentage of assets over total banks in each country inthe EU

Greece 97.4

Estonia 93,0
90,4

857

Lithuania
Cyprus
Netherlands 84,7
83,2
80,4
79,8

Latvia

Finland
Croatia
75,7
751

Slovakia

Malta

Belgium 74,0
Portugal 733
Spain 67,4
Denmark 66,2
Czech Rep. 64,8
Romania 62,6
Bulgaria 62,5
Slovenia 60,9
Sweden 54,9

Hungary 52,7

Poland 49,8

Ireland 49,7

France 48,7

Italy 47,9

Austria 36,0
Germany 31,2

UK 31,2

Luxembourg 27,7

(Source: BCE, La Vanguardia, 23-11-2020)

Obviously, one of the extra immediate reasons that push
banks to fusion, in the current context of relative
overproduction crisis of capitals, is the attempt to reduce
expenses through the elimination of offices and staff. For
instance, in Spain: “From 2008 49,34% of offices have closed
(...) From the 12 Spanish banks that the European Central Bank
(ECB) monitors due to their relevant size, eight are in fusion or
staff redundancy processes: CaixaBank absorbs Bankia, the
union of Unicaja and Liberbank; as well as the collective
redundancies set down by Santander, Sabadell and Ibercaja.
And Kutxabank has also applied a pre-retirement plan. In total,
15.000 employees could leave in 2021. With this figure, the
financial sector will have lost 120.000 jobs from 2008, 43% of
fts total workforce”. (El Pais, 09-11-2020).

The European Imperialist Union goes forward in its
integration

In addition to the steps towards financial integration, the
excuse of Covid-19 has allowed the EU to make a big further
step towards the consolidation of the integration on a fiscal
level, issuing for the first time joint Eurobonds that are not
issued by the national banks but directly by the European
Commission in, for the time being, two successive programs:
“Between SURE and Next Generation EU, the European
Commission plans to place 900 billion in debt before 2026
ends. ” (Expansion, 22-10-2020). These bonds have negative or
zero profitability (Expansion, 21-10-2020), a fact that will not
avoid that the huge existing lazy capitals come to them, as we
have exposed in this review in the article “Deflation sets in
while speculative swelling grows ”.

This debt issuing is included in a wider plan: “On 27 July
2020, EU leaders agreed on a comprehensive package of
€1,824.3 billion which combines the €1,074.3 billion



multiannual financial framework (MFF) and an extraordinary
€750 billion recovery effort, Next Generation EU (NGEU).

The multiannual financial framework, reinforced by the Next
Generation EU, will be the main instrument for implementing
the recovery package to tackle the socio-economic
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic. It will also help
transform the EU through its major policies, particularly the
European Green Deal, the digital revolution and resilience.

Leaders also agreed that 30% of the total expenditure from
the MFF and Next Generation EU would target climate-related
projects,

Together with the €540 billion of funds already in place for
the emergency safety nets (for workers, for businesses and for
member states), the overall EU's firepower to support the
recovery amounts to €2,364.3 billion. ” (Council of the European
Union,
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/es/policies/eu-recovery-plan/).

The negotiation over this fond has allowed the Anglo-
American block to perform the last attempt of pressing against
the European integration and aiming the conditions of the
future Brexit agreement, trying to use the governments of
Slovenia, Hungary and Poland to block the necessary
agreement of the 27 members. A pressure attempt that has
been unsuccessful due to the practical need of the majority of
the national bourgeoisies of those countries of approving and
accessing the fonds, a need that on the other side neither the
US nor the UK are in the condition to satisfy. The formal reason
why the governments of the mentioned countries finally
accepted the agreement regarding the fonds, was the
stipulation that the sanction procedures against governments
for allegedly not proceeding according to the European rules in
relation to the so-called “rule of law”, should be ratified before
by the European Court of Justice. That is, a mere formality for
the respective public. Everything obviously seasoned by the
opportune scandals published in the bourgeois press in order to
put pressure, such as what occured with a Euro MP of the
Hungarian party of Orban (Fidesz), himself a homophobic, that
was surprised by the police in an orgy with some other 20 men
and accused of not complying with the confinement rules.

The joint action of the European Union has also been clear
in the purchase of the famous vaccines, in which the member
states have acted in a completely common way through the
European negotiators, avoiding competition among them for
the greater benefits of the pharmaceutical industry, and also
advancing in the consolidation of the integration in the field of
the healthcare business.

Struggles for influence in the Eastern European or
Western peri-Russian area

Additionally, the submission of those countries to the
European common policy happens also in the framework of an
attempt of progressive increase of the influence of the EU in the
whole area of Eastern Europe not yet integrated, that until
recently was mainly Russia's backyard: “The pro-Furopean
candidate wins the presidential elections in Moldova. ” (El Pais,
17-11-2020).

The clashes that happen in the area (Ukraine, Belarus,
Bulgaria) are not only explained by the interest conflicts
between Russia and Europe, with the intervention of the US,
but there is a fourth player: China.

Both Ukraine and Moldova have increased their economic
dependency towards China over the last decade. Bulgaria,
where simultaneous protests such as those of Belarus are
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happening ever since the summer of 2020, organized a bilateral
summit with China in 2018, against the pressures of the rest of
the EU.

Until 2014, China planned to base itself in Ukraine as a way
towards Europe, with multi millionaire investments planned
including 10 billion dollars for Crimea's harbour. This
perspective was hampered by the Maidan movement, promoted
by the US, which resulted in the annexation of Crimea by Russia,
as well as the territories of Donetsk and Lugansk.

China turned towards Belarus. In 2015, during Xi lJinping's
visit to Belarus, contracts for a value of 15.7 billion dollars were
agreed. In April 2019 China Development Bank supplied 100
million euros (110.9 million dollars) to Belarusbank, while the
Export-Import Bank of China resolved supplying 65.7 million
euros to the Belarussian railway. In November 2019, China
Development Bank insured a 500 million dollar credit to Belarus,
motivating arrogant declarations of the Belarus Finance
Minister turning down the 600 million dollar credit offered by
Russia: “We do not consider the credit of the government of
the Russian Federation as a source of income and, in fact, we
are not negotiating it. ” (beltandroad.news, 13-11-2019).

Russia keeps being the country with most economic
interdependence with Belarus: on 2019, importation of
commodities into Belarus was of almost 39.5 billion dollars,
among which Russia represented 22 billion dollars, which
turned Belarus into one of the major commercial partners of
Russia. Relating service trade, on 2019 Russian imports were of
almost 1.73 billion dollars of a total of 5.83 billion dollars. On
2019, Belarus represented 5% of Russia’s total trade volume. In
what has to do with Foreign Direct Investment on January 2020
in Belarus it was of 14.4 billion dollars with 4.5 billion dollars
from Russia.

In March 2020, Belarus's debt with Russia was of almost 8
billion dollars, whereas its debt with China was of 3.3 bhillion
dollars. Most of the money that Belarus received from Russia
was in the energy sphere.

Starting off from a low level, the rail traffic between China
and Europe through Belarus was multiplied 130 times between
2011 and 2018. It moved 330.000 TEU (twenty-foot equivalent
unit) on 2018, which supplied to Belarussian capitalism income
in terms of railway services, storage and customs.
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However, the most ambitious Belarrussian-Chinese project
is the Great Stone Industrial Park: an area of 112 square
kilometers 25 km away from Minsk with a capacity for 200.000
workers. It is not only the largest foreign investment project in
Belarus, it is the largest economic project of China abroad.

Belarus tries to attract foreign investors to the park by
offering fiscal exemptions and access to the 183 million
customers of the Eurasian Economic Union led by Russia. China,
on its side, expects to turn the park into a key logistic center for
the trade with the EU. Up till now, the Great Stone Industrial
Park has attracted 1 billion dollars in investments and 56
foreign companies, Huawei and ZTE included. The park counts


https://www.consilium.europa.eu/es/policies/eu-recovery-plan/

already with a 5G tower and the plans include fully deploying
5G in the entire Belarus over the next 5 years.

These material facts explain why Russia did not immediately
react in the aid of Lukashenko, why China was the first country
to validate the electoral results and why the EU is interested in
trying to place an allied government in order to try to control
the Chinese influence in Belarus over its basis.

The explicit support of the EU to the Belarrusian opposition,
the imposition of sanctions or the defection of diplomatic staff
have not succeeded for the time being to unblock the situation
to its favor, but it has rather resulted in the dialectical outcome
of throwing Lukashenko’s government to the arms of Russia,
that has so far granted them a loan of 1.5 billion dollars (La
Vanguardia, 15-09-2020) and police support (La Vanguardia,
28-08-2020).

This clash happened at the same time that the news about
the poisoning of the Russian opposition leader Navalni were
reported, a leader that even after having been allegedly
poisoned with the mortal Novichok in Siberia, according to
German sources, could be found fine and dandy in Berlin for a
long time, giving to the EU an extra alibi for the sanctions
imposed to Russia. A fact that has its complement in that
Alternative fir Deutschland (AfD) has not joined the
condemnation of the poisoning nor the defense of the sanctions
to Russia and that recently some representatives of the party
were welcomed in Moscow as a “symmetrical measure in
relation to the encounters of the German government top
leaders with the opposition leader Navaini (...).” (El Pais, 09-
12-2020).

In the background of this clash we can find the tendency
towards a strategic relation between the EU (Germany) and
Russia. Whereas the other episodes represent the stabs in the
back among potential allies that however cannot help to be in
permanent war between each other, hidden or open, since we
happen to be in capitalism. In this sense it is specially relevant
the project of the North Stream 2 gas pipeline. “4s to now,
opposition parties such as Alliance 90/The Greens and the
centrist FDP, but also some leaders of the parties of the
government coalition (conservatives and social democrats),
press Merkel to withdraw from the gas pipeline as an answer
for Navalni’s case. ” (La Vanguardia, 05-09-2020).

Both from the Russian and the European (German) sides
there are favorable and contrary material interests regarding
this greater narrowing of the relations, from which the
mentioned clashes are nothing but a reflection. Once again, as
communists we must try to study the material background of
the various positions and call to oppose following the siren
songs of none of the imperialist sides, neither when they fight
each other nor when they ally with each other. We must always
remind the assessment that the Bolsheviks made on 1915 of
the “Slogan for a United States of Europe” (inside which Russia
would also be included): “From the standpoint of the economic
conditions of imperialism —i.e., the export of capital and the
division of the world by the “advanced” and “civilised”
colonial powers— a United States of Europe, under capitalism,
Is either impossible or reactionary.” (On the Slogan for a
United States of Europe, Lenin, 1915). That is, the European
unification under capitalism is reactionary from a proletarian
point of view, as it is the existence of separate states. This
unification can only be performed against the proletariat (and
the colonies, that is, in the current post-colonial situation, in
favor of the European imperialism at an international level). The
eventual extension of this unification towards Russia will only
be made in those — reactionary — terms or elsehow it will not
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happen due to the impossibility to overcome the existing
contradictions.

Imperialist tensions in the Mediterranean and the
Caucasus

The EU imperialist ambitions clash, besides with Russia,
with another imperialist power in its borders: Turkish
imperialism.

With its more than 80 million inhabitants, one of the first
metropolis of Europe (Istanbul) and the second NATO army,
Turkey has raised over the last years as an imperialism that tries
to play an own and distinct role, as it could be seen with its
support to the Muslim Brotherhood in the Arab springs, its open
support (in both trade and military terms) to Qatar facing Saudi-
Emirati blockading, its role in Lybia and Syria and its recent
implication (or rather leadership) in the reopenning (and fast
resolution) of the conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh or Artsakh. In
Africa, Turkey holds free trade agreements with ten countries:
Egypt, Morocco, Tunis, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Somalia, Rwanda,
Mozambique and Mauritius, Sudan (in its way to ratification)
and in negotiations with six more countries: Congo Democratic
Republic, Seychelles, Cameroon, Chad, Libya and Djibouti, as
well having the army deployed in several points and a growing
participation in the investments in infrastructure.

Turkey is no longer queueing to enter the EU, after the EU
indefinitely discarded its candidacy in 2017. We are also not
facing a Turkey submitted to the US, whose sanctions it keeps
resisting. Turkish capitalism has been pushed to the
reconstruction of an own Turkish imperialist block.

During 2014 and 2015 Turkey took part in massively
sending refugees to the EU from Turkey itself and from Libya,
that was only stopped when “/n March 18" 2016, the EU sealed
an agreement with Ankara by which it agreed to return the
migrants to its territory in exchange of a helping package of 6
billion euros.” (El Pais, 01-03-2020). In that moment Turkey
was aligned with the US, as it also was in the Syrian conflict.
However, the development of the conflict in Syria progressively
turned its interests against those of the US (due to the support
to the Kurds by the US) and progressively aligned them with
Russia.

In this context, on November 24" 2015 a Turkish fighter jet
shot down a Russian one. Russia’s reaction did not wait and
consisted in an economic blockade of Turkey. The material
bases of this blockade were the economic interdependence with
Russia: “Last year 4,5 million Russian tourists visited Turkey.
(...) Turkey buys to Russia 60% of the gas that it consumes (it
is the second Russian market after Germany) and it has a 20
billion dollar contract with Russia to build nuclear plants. ” (La
Vanguardia, 25-11-2015) “Russia is Turkey’s second biggest
trade partner (...) there are close to 90.000 Turks working in
Russia, an amount that overcomes 200.000 if the family
members are added. (...) Turkey exported in this period of the
year food and agricultural products to Russia for an amount
worth more than 1.06 billion dollars. In addition, according to
Turkish Anadolu agency, leather, textile and clothing exports to
Russia added up to 1.52 billion dollars last year.” (BBC.com,
28-11-2015).

On June the 27th 2016, “Erdogan apologizes to Putin for
deadly shooting down a Russian fighter jet. Turkish public
prosecution has reopened the case against the accused of
murdering the pilot.” (RTVE.es, 27-06-2016). The Turkish
bourgeoisie took note of the fact the economy rules and that,
as it will be exposed later on, the shooting down of the fighter



was not a State decision but a provocation of a sector linked to
the US that attempted to impede the approximation towards
Russia.

Two days later, in June the 29" 2016: “A suicide attack
causes 41 deads in Istanbul’s Airport.” (El Pais, 29-06-2016)
and on the same day: “Russia lifts the sanctions imposed to
Turkey some months ago. (...) Russian president, Viadimir
Putin, had a call on Tuesday with his Turkish colleague Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, to whom it gave his condolences because of
the terrorist attack and lent a hand of solidarity agreeing on
immediately lifting the ban to organize touristic flights to
Turkey. ” (El Pais, 29-06-2016).

Seeing that the provocation of shooting down the fighter
had not worked and that Turkey did not rectify its position after
the terrorist attack, the US triggered an attempted coup against
Erdogan by means of the followers of Fethullah Giilen (residing
in the US). The coup was ruthlessly stopped by the dominant
fraction of the Turkish bourgeoisie, which thereupon proceeded
to deeply purge all the Giilenists from the Army and the State
institutions: “7o the 6.000 army members arrested on coup
charges those last days, among them a third of all the generals
of the Armed Forces, the two pilots of the fighter that last
November shot down a Russian fighter jet, that the government
states entered Turkish airspace from Syria, have to be added.”
(La Vanguardia, 19-07-2016). The two pilots that shot down the
Russian fighter were part of this sector, a fact that shows that
the Turkish bourgeoisie had been pushed to the clash against
Russia.

Another attempt to destabilize the relation between Russia
and Turkey was the murdering of the Russian ambassador in
Turkey in December 2016. This did not impede that: “Russia
and Turkey jointly bomb the Islamic State in Syria. (...) On
January 12" 2017 representatives of the Russian Aerospace
Forces and the Turkish Air Forces signed a memorandum about
incident prevention and to guarantee the security of the flights
of their respective air forces during the operations in Syria. This
document creates the basis to perform joint actions in Syria,
aiming to eliminate international terrorist groups”, explains
Rudskdi in Moscow. “Today the Russian Aerospace Forces and
the Turkish Air Forces are performing their first joint operation
(...). ”(La Vanguardia, 19-01-2017).

The clashes of Turkey against the EU have also happened
later due to the Turkish intervention in Libya, the payment for
the cost of dealing with the refugees from Syria and for the
struggle for the gas bags close to Cyprus. The clash with the EU
in this case is led with special determination by French
imperialism, which has deployed its army, as Turkey also has, in
the waters of eastern mediterranen to defend the
(Greek)Cypriot, and not Turkish, souverainity of the gas present
there, and that has even militarily clashed with Turkey in Libya,
by means of their respective proxy militias of the generals that
each of them support there.

This alignment has been reflected in the Turkish leadership
of the boycott campaign against French products allegedly due
to the anti-muslim declarations of the French government as a
result of the beheading of a teacher in France, in the explicit
support of the French government to the Egyptian government
of Al Sisi (La Vanguardia, 08-12-2020), of a nature clearly
opposed to the Muslim Brotherhood, and in the recent proposal
of the acknowledgement by the French state of the Artsakh
Republic (La Vanguardia, 11-12-2020), that would turn it into
the only county in the world to do it, even before Armenia itslef,
that has never reached that point.
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In relation to this latter matter, the recent Azerbaijani
invasion of the territory conquered by Armenia, with Russian
support, in the 1991-1994 war, has not implied Russia’s
opposition, the latter rather easing the path to reach a cease-
fire agreement after a fast Azerbaijani invasion with explicit
Turkish support, against which Armenia has been completely
isolated and helpless to react. In effect: “7he agreement has
the Russian seal on it, and nobody else’s. It implies nothing else
but the application of the so-called “basic principles ” discussed
aduring 26 years of unsuccessful negotiation or of its absence,
and that were fixed in the Madrid conference of 2007. They are
of a phase implementation, as Russia wished, and they leave
for a future moment the legal status that the territory of
Nagorno-Karabakh has to have.” (La Vanguardia, 11-11-2020).
That is, Russia has agreed in not entrenching a clash that could
jeopardize the supply of Azerbaijani oil through the Caucasus
and towards Turkey, giving in in front of the latter in pursuit of
the rest of the interests that by now, at least circumstantially,
they share, such as for instance the Turkish purchase of Russian
antiaircraft S-400 systems, that at its time provoked the anger,
more uttered than practical, of the US.

Turkey and Russia, in spite of their competing interests and
the clashes that they had and will have, also share a big deal of
material interests, as we have previously exposed.

In effect, all the mentioned events have progressively
configured an own Turkish imperialist power that has gone
from being completely aligned with NATO in its anti-Russian
stance to cooperate in many fields with Russia.

We must continue to follow the development of the
described events, which are nothing but the stance
configuration of the IMPERIALIST BANDITS in order to control
the WORLD MARKET, that approaches us by leaps and bounds
to the sole capitalist solution to the world crisis: the THIRD
INTERIMPERIALIST CONFLICT that would allow to relaunch a
new accumulation cycle, if the ANTICAPITALIST SOCIAL
REVOLUTION is not placed in its way, as we expect, or
originates from it.

sistema
mercantil
capitalista”

Documentary (in spanish):
https://youtu.be/chHHgCdIkHw




THE STATE AT THE SERVICE OF CAPITAL: VENEZUELA
(Published in “El Comunista” no. 65 — January 2021)

The State as a collective capitalist

"The executive of the modern state is nothing but a committee
for managing the common affairs of the whole bourgeoisie."
(Manifesto of the Communist Party, 1848) and the Venezuelan
state is an example of this.

In issue 61 of our review' (November 2018) we presented a
brief summary of what Venezuelan capitalism has been since its
birth and what are the reasons for the current economic situation
in Venezuela: " The high and low prices of oil in the international
market are those that govern life and health in Venezuela: when
oil prices are high they buy everything, they pay gold prices for
obsolete, bankrupt companies, when oil prices collapse in the
world market they sell everything at a cheap price. This is what is
happening in the venezuelan economy, to Bolivar's deluded
grandchildren. They abandoned the entire industrial park,
dedicated themselves to the exploitation of capital and oil, high oil
prices facilitated credit and they went into debt to the core,
promoting the liquidation of their own industry by selling oil in
exchange for manufactured products that have later flooded the
Venezuelan market destroying first its own industry and
agriculture and then producing runaway inflation, plunging the
proletarian masses into unprecedented misery. ”

When the price of oil was around 100 dollars a barrel on the
world market, Venezuelan capitalism bought everything in the so-
called "Nationalization". From ruined farms, to companies such as
communication, the basic companies of Guyana, all obsolete due
to lack of modernization, mineral exploitation mines and the oil
company were bought, paying them at the price of gold.

But what is "nationalization"? Nationalization or public sector
companies are just a change in the ownership of the employer that
becomes the bourgeois state directly, assuming the functions of
the ideal collective capitalist:

" All the social functions of the capitalist are now performed by
salaried employees. The capitalist has no further social function
than that of pocketing dividends, tearing off coupons,
andgambling on the Stock Exchange, where the different
capitalists despoil one another of their capital.(...) But the
transformation, either into joint-stock companies, or
into state ownership, does not do away with the
capitalistic nature of the productive forces.” (Anti-
Diihring, Il Theoretical Notions, F. Engels, 1878).

But then, why is the slogan of nationalization or the defense of
the public sector always so fashionable?

e The petty bourgeoisie defends nationalizations because it
needs to lower the general costs of wages and investment in
constant capital.

® The labor aristocracy finds in the state system a refuge for its
condition, to pursue a career as civil servants.

e The big bourgeoisie itself needs the State to assume the
function of the ideal personification of the total national
capital for the realization of the infrastructures, but also to
clean up its businesses at the expense of the State with the
nationalization-privatization ~ cycle:  companies  are
nationalized when they have losses and re-privatized when
they become profitable again.

We must not forget that “7he modern state, no matter what its
form, is essentially a capitalist machine, the state of the capitalists,
the ideal personification of the total national capital. The more it

1 Qur review published in Spanish “El comunista” number 61
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proceeds to the taking over of productive forces, the more does it
actually become the national capitalist the more citizens does it
exploit. The workers remain wage-workers
proletarians. The capitalist relation is not done away
with. It is rather brought to a head.” (Anti-Diihring, Il
Theoretical Notions, F. Engels, 1878).

Therefore, in capitalism, all social classes obtain a benefit from
the cycles of nationalization-privatization, except for the
proletariat that continues to suffer exploitation regardless of
whether the exploiter is a private or public company, and that is
why they disguise these measures themselves as socialism: “(...)
since Bismarck went in for state-ownership of industrial
establishments, a kind of spurious socialism has arisen,
degenerating, now and again, into something of flunkeyism, that
without more ado declares all state ownership, even of the
Bismarckian sort, to be socialistic. " (Anti-Diihring, Il Theoretical
Notions, F. Engels, 1878).

The bourgeoisie (and especially the petty bourgeoisie) drags
the proletariat in defending the slogan of nationalization, passing
it off as a "socialist" measure.

Crisis and privatization

Now the price of oil is on the ground and it's time to sell these
companies, that is, privatize them. The venezuelan state is forced
to sell cheaply without even having cleaned up them so that they
become profitable again. Now, when the crisis has arrived, it is
necessary to sell what was nationalized yesterday, at ridiculous
prices.

The Bicentennial Supplies Network (Red de Abastos
Bicentenario) has already been privatized in 2019, bought by the
company Salva Food under the name Tiendas CLAP, and Iranian
companies such as the Magasis supermarket have been allowed to
enter.

On October 9, 2020, the “Anti-blockade Law" was approved,
which allows the Venezuelan state to sell its companies to
international capital. This law opens the door to the privatization
of PDVSA itself, an issue around which the struggle for power in
Venezuela has revolved.

The harsh reality is that PDVSA is currently a disabled company,
unable to carry out its own oil production. The destruction of the
Venezuelan capitalist productive network to which the rentier-
imperialist policy of Chavismo has led to has reached such a point
that it has to retrace its steps and practically give away PDVSA. No
matter how much they try to blame the sanctions of North
American imperialism, venezuelan oil production had been falling
for years due to insufficient supplies, maintenance, due to the
generalized larceny and because of the reduction in demand and
falling prices worldwide.

The dependence on foreign capital by Venezuelan capitalism is
complete: an oil-producing country that in June 2020 needed 1.5
million barrels of gasoline and supplies to be brought from Iran in
5 ships to try to reactivate paralyzed Venezuelan refineries.

On November 6th 2020, the "anti-imperialist” Maduro
pleaded: “/ask for the help of China, | ask for the help of Xi Jinping
(...) so that the anti-blockade law is the expression of new
associations” in an event with Chinese investors.



Produccion petrolera de Venezuela
La produccion siguié estancada en julio por debajo de los 400.000 barriles diarios
Produccion 2020** en miles de b/d

2.810.000 Ml Fuentes primarias ' Fuentes secundarias
Paro petrolero* 0y

Promedio de barriles diarios por afio
4000000
3.708.000

3500000
3.000.000
2500.000

2000000
392

‘ I | 339
M J

J
AFP@®

1500000

1000000
2.294.364
Nacionalizacion
del petroleo

882
500.000
33

0 M733
800
40
1.013.000 20
0 0
E F M A
n 1* timestre de 2003 o causa del poro

373390
1017 1934 1970 1976 2003 2019

Fuentes: Ministerio de Petrdleo, PDVSA, OPEP *25 mil barriles diarios en 7 **Dotos OPEP

However, Article 303 of the Venezuelan Constitution explicitly
prohibits the privatization of PDVSA shares but not of its
subsidiaries. And PDVSA has more than 327 subsidiaries!
Among these subsidiaries there is "PDVSA Petréleo”, which is
actually that which manages all oil and gas production, refining
and commercialization of hydrocarbons in the country.

The tantrum of the petty bourgeoisie

The currents of the petty bourgeoisie, calling themselves
marxists and revolutionaries (when in reality they are more
nationalist than Simén Bolivar, whom they call the father of the
country), have hit the roof.

They are the same currents that grew with Chavismo when the
price of oil was high and for a few years they have seen how the
cake is reduced and all the positions they could occupy and the
good life they could have disappears without them being able to
avoid it. Without being able to understand that it is not the will of
one puppet or another but the economy that determined that they
could grab onto the cow's teats then and that now the cow kicks
them off when they approach it because the positions are already
occupied and the udders are dry, they join forces and agitate to try
to recover their lost seats and armchairs.

One of their arguments is that they say that the Anti-Blockade
Law violates Article 303 of the Bolivarian Constitution of
Venezuela. These opportunistic currents are always waiting for the
representatives of the government, the administrators that govern
the State, to violate the national constitution, in order to go out to
raise the voice of protest. They are more respectful of bourgeois
laws than their institutional representatives, although of course,
both sides justify themselves as being anti-imperialist. Nothing
new, although they could have learned from “The class struggles
in France” (K. Marx, 1850): “Had the Montagne still not
comprehended, all experiences in the Constituent Assembly
notwithstanding, that the interpretation of the constitution did not
belong to those who had made it, but only to those who had
accepted it? That its wording must be construed in its viable
meaning and that the bourgeois meaning was its only viable
meaning; that Bonaparte and the royalist majority of the National
Assembly were the authentic interpreters of the constitution, as
the priest is the authentic interpreter of the Bible, and the judge
the authentic interpreter of the laws? "

The transfer of companies to the State is the reiterative claim
of the petty bourgeoisie, of its program:

“The democratic petty bourgeois, far from wanting to
transform the whole society in the interests of the revolutionary
proletarians, only aspire to a change in social conditions which will
make the existing society as tolerable and comfortable for
themselves as possible. They therefore demand above all else a
reduction in government spending through a restriction of the
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bureaucracy and the transference of the major tax burden into the
large landowners and bourgeoisie. They further demand the
removal of the pressure exerted by big capital on small
capital through the establishment of public credit
institutions and the passing of laws against usury,
whereby it would be possible for themselves and the peasants to
receive aadvances on favourable terms from the state instead of
from capitalists; also, the introduction of bourgeois property
relationships on land through the complete abolition of feudalism.
In order to achieve all this they require a democratic form of
government, either constitutional or republican, which would give
them and their peasant allies the majority; they also require a
democratic system of local government to give them direct control
over municipal property and over a series of political offices at
present in the hands of the bureaucrats.

The rule of capital and its rapid accumulation is to be
further counteracted, partly by a curtailment of the right of
Inheritance, and partly by the transference of as much
employment as possible to the state. As far as the workers
are concerned one thing, above al|, is definite: they are to remain
wage labourers as before. However, the democratic petty
bourgeois want better wages and security for the workers, and
hope to achieve this by an extension of state employment and by
welfare measures; in short, they hope to bribe the workers with a
more or less disquised form of alms and to break their
revolutionary strength by temporarily rendering their situation
tolerable. (Address of the Central Committee to de Communist
League, 1850)

It is with this policy that they constantly call on the proletariat
to fight against privatization, as if they were unaware that the
largest businessman in the country is the Bolivarian Army State,
the same ones that have brought the wages of workers to poverty
levels; that have been these national companies, those that belong
to the state, who have approved memorandum 2792 that curtails
the possibility of a salary increases through the discussions of
collective agreements. That when the crisis arrives, the measure
taken by the government in office (whatever it may be),
administered by the army party or by the opposition, is none other
than lowering production costs, lowering the salaries paid in
bolivares so that both Government and opposition companies
increase their profits by exporting their merchandise in dollars.

These opportunists are conservatives of the current regime of
exploitation, they are reactionaries. They are the defenders of
justice and peace. And for them, peace and justice is that the
Venezuelan working class continues to be exploited while the
bourgeois class continues to live like a king extorting other
people's work. And that is why these opportunist currents reject
the slogan of the payment of wages in dollars to the proletariat,
because that would mean a reduction in their profits. Besides, for
these patriots their currency, the bolivar, the one that does not
allow the proletariat to even eat badly, is part of their identity, a
treasure to preserve, like their Bolivarian bourgeois Constitution.

" For Marxism, a Constitution is not in fact an ideal. We
consider constitutions to be temporary results of history, and not
fundamental pillars of the future history of a people.
Constitutions are a form of class domination, and they
are characteristic of bourgeois revolutions. A
comprehensive socialist revolution will not take into
account the constitutional charters." (The great historical
questions of the revolution in Russia, 1955).

Control and repression against the working class



Venezuelan capitalism needs cheap labor, with a disciplined
working class that does not strike, that does not fight for wage
increases. And to achieve this, the State has equipped itself with a
subsidized “union” apparatus, such as SINAFUM at the level of
education workers, which stimulates and develops the
disorganization of workers, keeping them under the cloak of
parliamentarism and the management of the bourgeois institution,
thus avoiding the independent organization of the working class.
As was the case of the strike carried out by the teaching workers
in Lara state, supported by the Nucleo Proletario Clasista. The
workers refused to return to work if the employer did not pay a
salary of $500 to cover the basic family basket. Fathers, mothers
and worker students also participated in this struggle.

What, on the contrary, was the slogan of subsidized unionism?
Resignation, abandonment of the job. That is to say, the same
proposal of the employer since that action does not affect his
interests, but quite the opposite: it benefits him because it reduces
costs and debts with this sector and also facilitates
disorganization.

In the political aspect, the army party has promulgated laws
that condemn workers' struggles, such as 56" article of the organic
law of national security that punishes and sentences up to ten
years in prison to anyone who carries out demonstrations around
or at the headquarters of state or government companies, basic
companies, military garrisons or public services. They also decreed
circular 2792 that eliminated the discussions of collective
contracts: the employer is free to increase the salary of his workers
above the minimum wage imposed by the State, but the workers
cannot demand more than what is fixed by the State as minimum
wage. It is not necessary to be very clever to know that the number
of employers who will "freely" raise the wages of their workers
above the minimum wage will not be higher than zero.

As if that wasn't enough, the government has allocated
resources to finance evangelical religious groups to establish
themselves in the neighborhoods, keeping the proletariat busy
with religious rituals and meetings every day of the year: “ Religion
is the sigh of the oppressed creature.” (Introduction to
Contribution to the Critique of Hegel's Philosophy of Right, Marx,
1844).

The military government created the militias to form the control
quadrants in each neighborhood, handing over control of the most
conflictive working class neighborhoods to the criminals, who are
the ones who set the rules of coexistence with the so-called peace
zone, they are the ones who in charge of delivering and
saveguarding, when there are any, the food box called CLAP (Local
Committee for Supply and Production). When all this is not
enough, the police forces or commandos that have been formed
go ahead with the repression, the so-called “ colectivos ”, the OLP
and now the FAES, which are extermination police.

In 2020 crime deaths surpassed car accident and “pandemic”
deaths combined. According to a source from the bourgeoisie
itself, the Venezuelan Observatory of Violence (OVV), since 2016
there has been a sustained increase in police fatality in relation to
deaths caused by criminals. Every year there are more victims for
having resisted authority than homicides of any other type. In
2016, for every 100 homicides there were 28 people who died in
police actions, deaths that were later classified by the repressive
Venezuelan bourgeois state as deaths for having “resisted
authority”. In 2017 they were 34 for every 100; in 2018 they were
72 for every 100; In 2019 they were 88 for every 100 and in 2020,
for the first time, there were more deaths at the hands of the police
than at the hands of criminals: 101 per 100 criminal homicides.
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Murder or death in Venezuela is the epidemic of police
violence.

It is not surprising that with all this repressive situation, the
Venezuelan proletariat has only risen up on a few occasions, as a
product of necessity and spontaneously. These current movements
of the Venezuelan working class are movements void of
revolutionary theory, and for that reason they do not go beyond
the narrow bourgeois horizon, that is, the democratic proposal.

In this situation of lack of influence from the International
Communist Party to give the movement the line and the program
to make it a class movement, the bourgeois and petty-bourgeois
currents that call themselves the revolutionary left and Marxists
take the lead in these spontaneous struggles of the working class,
using them for their parliamentary and conservative purposes.

The narcotic of democracy

In the recent elections, the government speaks of a 30%
turnout. The part of the opposition that participated in the
elections speaks of 20%. The reality is that it did not reach 10%.
As the day progressed and in view of the very low turnout, the
military went house to house in the neighborhoods to force the
population to vote. There was pressure from the “ colectivos” and
they threatened to remove the CLAP bags, but not even then did
the population go to vote. A little more influence had the
subsequent semi-virtual consultation carried out by the part of the
opposition that had not participated (Volundad Popular, Justicia
Primero, a sector of Accion Democratica, Vente Venezuela) but not
even collecting votes in Colombia they reached a participation
40%.

Faced with this discredit, the petty bourgeoisie needs to
rejuvenate the narcotic illusion by strengthening the wording and
calling for "constitutional rebellion”, as in the manifesto of
"Resistencia Activa" that says:

" The Madluro dictatorship has exhausted the democratic ways
to resolve the crisis in Venezuela. The opposition has also
exhausted electoral and negotiation channels. This 2021 begins at
a crossroads that inevitably leads the Venezuelan people to
understand that the only possible solution to their ills and
sufferings is to remove from power the international organized
crime gang that has appropriated state institutions in recent years.
The time has come for the constitutional rebellion and it
legitimizes the use of force by the peaple and all the national and
international support forces that can resolve the serious crisis of
our population. Democracy always required sacrifice and
this time it will be no different. *

Will this "constitutional rebellion" be different from that of his
ancestors in Paris in 1848? Certainly not, the petty bourgeoisie
does not know how to do anything other than repeat its past
illusions:

“Till break of day the “Mountain” was in labor. It gave birth to
“a proclamation to the people, ” which on the morning of June
occupied a more or less shamefaced place in two socialist journals.
It declared the President, the ministers, and the majority of the
Legislative Assembly “outside the constitution” and summoned
the National Guard, the army, and finally also the people “to
arise.” “Long live the Constitution! ” was the slogan it put forward,
a slogan that signified nothing other than “Down with the
revolution!”

In conformity with the constitutional proclamation of the
Mountain, there was a so-called peaceful demonstration of the
petty bourgeois on June 13, that is, a street procession from the



Chateau d'Fau through the Boulevards, 30,000 strong, mainly
National Guardsmen, unarmed, with an admixture of members of
the secret workers’ sections, moving along with the cry: “Long live
the Constitution! ” which was uttered mechanically, icily, and with
a bad conscience by the members of the procession itself and
thrown back ironically by the echo of the people that surged along
the sidewalks, instead of swelling up like thunder. From the many-
voiced song the chest notes were missing. And when the
procession swung by the meeting hall of the “Friends of the
Constitution” and a hired herald of the constitution appeared on
the housetop, violently cleaving the air with his claguer hat and
from tremendous lungs letting the catch — cry “Long live the
Constitution! ” fall like hail on the heads of the pilgrims, they
themselves seemed overcome for a moment by the comedy of the
Situation. It is known how the procession, having arrived at the
termination of the Rue de la Paix, was received in the Boulevards
by the dragoons and chasseurs of Changarnier in an altogether
unparfiamentary way, how in a trice it scattered in all directions,
and how it threw behind it a few shouts of “To arms” only in order
that the parfiamentary call to arms of June 11 might be fulfilled. ”
(The class struggles in France, K. Marx, 1850)

But at one point these petty bourgeoisie have unwittingly said
the truth: " Democracy always demanded sacrifice and this time it
will be no different." Let the Venezuelan proletarians listen well
because what they have forgotten to say is that the sacrifice that
is requested is ours, the immolation of the working class for the
rejuvenation of the always rotten democracy. As a text from our
current says. “/f Parliament could technically manage something
and not only stun the citizens, over five years of maximum life it
would not dedicate one to elections and another one to discuss the
law for its constitution! After counting the hours of
boisterousness, more than two fifths are dedicated! This deflated
society is nothing more than an aim in itself and the peoples
that have had themselves killed to put it back on its feet
have been cheated out of more than twenty percent of
their little piece of sovereignty! Now many already vote
in the other world. " (The corpse still walks, 1953)

All these opportunist political currents that today direct and use
the small movements of the working class are the main ideological
support of the bourgeoisie. They deceive the working class with
parliamentary promises, making them believe that this is the way
to improve living conditions, presenting their program: the political
program of the petty bourgeoisie as the program of "all", of the
"majority", as the program of the working class.

Patriotism: tomb of the working class

Can the Venezuelan proletariat go hand in hand with the
venezuelan bourgeoisie, which has declared * war to ‘trocheros’”
(EFE, 01-17-2020)? No and a thousand times no.

Many Venezuelan proletarians fled to other countries with the
illusion of improving their standard of living and helping their
family, expelled by the conditions of misery and lack of work in
Venezuela. In most of these countries they were subjected to harsh
conditions due to competition for a job, a situation that led to the
rejection of the proletarians of those countries, who saw their jobs
in danger and - the unemployed - less possibility of acquiring
employment, as increase the population with immigrants. This is
capitalism, based on profit. As the surplus value comes out of the
time unpaid to the working class, the bourgeoisie takes advantage
of any situation to make the labor force cheaper: the immigrants
provided it with cheap labor force to lower wages and thus obtain
more profits. Without a class solidarity that stands up to the
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bourgeoisie, only the madness of the fratricidal struggle between
proletarian brothers remains. In the absence of organization, only
the poison of nationalism remains, which ideologically binds and
subjects the working class to its exploiters and throws us against
our class brothers.

Now, the capitalist system in Venezuela, administered by the
Army Party (Chavismo), treats them not only as criminals, but also
as bio-terrorists, like biological bombs, terrorizing the entire
working class, using COVID-19 to justify its repressive anti-worker
policy, promoting rejection to cause more division in the
proletariat.

Fundamental lesson: “ 7he working men have no country. We
cannot take from them what they have not got. “(Manifesto of the
Communist Party, 1848).

For the resumption of the class struggle, against
parliamentarism

The problem of the Venezuelan working class is not
“dictatorship or democracy” or “Mr so-and-so or Mr
Whatshisface” but capitalism: “ As fong as the mercantile economy
subsists, the drug addiction of land rent is a burden to the living
conditions of the Venezuelan proletariat. The only way out of
hunger in Venezuela is to defeat the capitalism that produces it. "
(El Comunista n°61, November 2018).

Against so many opportunistic currents that parasitize the
proletariat in Venezuela like a tick clinging to the skin of an animal,
the working class must understand:

“Arrival point: choice between three routes, each of which
leads to a new diictatorship more fierce than the others. The voter
who votes does nothing but choose between the red, white and
blue dictatorship.

Two methods have historically declared bankruptcy here, from
all points of view, but above all from the proletarian class, which
is what interests us. The first method is the use of legal means, the
constitution and parfiamentarism with a broad political bloc in
order to avoid the Dictatorship. The second is to lead the same
crusade and form the same bloc on the ground of fighting with
arms, when the dictatorship is ruling, with the sole democratic end.

Today's historical problems are solved not by legality but by
force. Force is only overcome with greater force. The
dictatorship is only destroyed with a more solid
dictatorship.

It is to say very little, that this filthy institution of
parliament does not serve us. It no longer serves
anyone. " (The corpse still walks, 1953).

Proletarian comrades, we know that what we propose is
difficult but there is no other way. We must have the decision and
the perseverance to go through it if we do not want to plunge for
the umpteenth time into the farce that they have prepared for us
and in which the working class is always the victim sacrificed to
the twin altars of Profit and Democracy. Communist militants
cannot stop working for the true social revolution: abolition of
private property, wage labor and the mercantile and company
regime: “(...) sudden returns of the masses to a useful
organization of revolutionary attack being not conceivable , the
best result that the next times can give is to re-propose the
true goals and proletarian and communist demands, and
to clinch the lesson that any tactical improvisation that changes
from situation to situation with the intention of exploiting
unexpected data is defeatism. " (Theory and Action, 1952)



AN UNCORRUPTED MOTTO THAT TRANSCENDS GENERATIONS

"OF THE DEAD, THE LIVING AND THE YET TO BE BORN"
(Published in “El Comunista” no. 65 — January 2021)

In the successive influx of new comrades to the Party
militancy and in the successive replacement of new generations
of militants as continuation of the previous generations of
communists and revolutionaries, our Party must “fransmit the
flame along the historical "thread of the time" (...) The
transmission of this non deformed tradition, with the efforts to
make real a new international party organization without
historical pauses, cannot be based organizationally on the
election of very qualified men or very informed of the historical
doctrine. Instead, it cannot but organically use in the most
faithful way the line between the group action with which it was
manifested 40 years ago, and the current line. The new
movement cannot hope for supermen or to have the Messiaf,
but it must be based on the revival of what may have been
preserved over a long time. This preservation cannot be limited
to the teaching of theses and the search for documents, but it
even makes use of living tools that form an old guard and
that rely on giving an uncorrupted and powerful motto
to a young guard. The latter launches itself towards new
revolutions, which perhaps should not have to wait more than a
decade from now for action on the plane of the historical scene;
the party and the revolution are not interested at all
in the names of the one or the other." (Considerations on
the organic activity of the party when the situation is historically
unfavorable, 1965).

The Party lives “above the generations «of the dead,
of the living and of those yet to be born» " (The continuity
of action of the party on the thread of the tradition of the Left,
1966) and every time a comrade falls as a result of the inexorable
passage of time and the conditions to which capitalism subjects
us, it is for us a war report, a war to which we dedicate our lives.

In the revival of the struggle of the preceding generations,
we want to remember a generation of comrades who made a
technological leap of 200 years by emigrating first from the
interior of the Iberian Peninsula to Madrid and then to Germany
in the 60s and 70s. There they met old Italian comrades of the
Sinistra, of the International Communist Party, an old guard from
whom they were able to learn an uncorrupted motto that from
that moment on they defended tooth and nail against any
deviation, renovation or updating of the line of Marxism and the
Sinistra.

"Now, since it is imposed on us ultimately to be clear, simple
and concise, like those polemicists supplied in series to the
“cadres”, let us be so.

Let us take the side of the dogmatists, of the
Talmudists, and also of the scholastics and even of the
pedants; let us take up the defense of a Marxism that
never creates anything new and constitutes a
constellation of precise unbreakable theses, and let us
resolutely refuse unguibus et rostro, fo hand it over as
prey to those who want to enrich it claiming it as rigid
and poor as it was born, not from the inflexible misery of
Marx but from the lap of history, when, and only when, it should
have been pregnant with it.

It coincides instead with periods of counterrevolution, of
class regression, of history and of long involution of the social
forms, the empty discourse of the creativists and
pretended creators; of the discoverers who boast of
rich unpublished conquests, while they ruminate on
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stale and miserable formulas of which the /ast
dispenser was Josif, and which poorly conceal the very
well-known ones with which Marxism has fought like
a lion all the time in waves - of Proudhon, Lasalle, Bakunin,
Diihring, Bernstein, Sorel, and of the dreadful mud tide of 1914,
when, above al| an athlete, a gladiator of revolutionary
orthodoxy, made bite the dust to the innumerable who wanted
to create its falsification, to enrich it with the Judaic price of
betrayals: Lenin. " (Dialogue with the Dead, 1956).

They studied Marxism and the texts of the Left with these old
comrades and took Marxism to the Spanish state, where there
had never existed a truly Marxist party or current, constituting a
Section of the Party.

Far from any fickleness and personal pretension, they took on
the Party's tasks with overflowing energy, as anonymous
militants of a unitary mechanism:

“The party organization that allows the class to be truly such
and to live as such, presents itself as a unitary mechanism in
which the various "brains” (not only the brains, by the
way, but also other individual organs) absorb diverse
tasks according to aptitudes and potentialities, all at
the service of an objective and an interest that
progressively becomes more and more intimately
unified "in time and space” (this convenient expression has
an empirical and not a transcendent meaning). Not all individuals
have therefore the same position and the same weijght in the
organization. to the extent that this division of tasks is carried
out according to a more rational plan (and what is valid today
for the party-class, will be valid tomorrow for society), it is
perfectly excluded that whoever is higher up may
gravitate as a privileged over the others. Our
revolutionary evolution does not go fowards disintegration, but
towards the more and more scientific connection of individuals
with each other. " (Lenin on the Road to Revolution, 1924).

"The sense of unitarianism and organic centralism /s
that the party develops within itself the organs suitable for the
various functions, which we call propaganda, proselytism,
proletarian organization, trade union work, efc, until arriving,
tomorrow, at the armed organization, but nothing should be
concluded by the number of comrades who are considered to be
dedlicated to each of these functions, because in principle no
comrade should be a stranger to any of them."
(Considerations on the organic activity of the party when the
situation is historically unfavorable, 1965).

Proletarians of condition, although always rejecting any kind
of laborism, they took on the titanic task of translating into
Spanish the fundamental materials and texts of the Sinistra while
never abandoning the trenches of the struggle at the union level.
Completely distinguishing themselves from the "coffee shop
charlatans” and "marshals without troops" that abound so
much unfortunately also among those who claim to be part of
the Sinistra, they always carried out a hard and daily work of
intervention in the class struggle and of organization, assuming
that “it /s the task of the party, in the unfavorable periods and of
passivity of the proletarian class, to foresee the forms and
encourage the appearance of organizations with economic
objectives for the immediate struggle. ” (Characteristic Theses,
1951).



In the late 70s and early 80s they participated in the struggles
of the unemployed in the Spanish state and organized and led -
not in words but in deeds - the struggle for housing during the
reconversion of the shantytowns in the outskirts of Madrid,
confronting all the corruption of the false left groups that united
around the cooperative business. Until the end of their lives they
were at the head of countless struggles and strikes, big and small
ones.

Through the collective study and dissemination of the texts
of Marxism in the living of the struggle, giving continuity to the
work in contact with the working class, these comrades radiated
and cultivated a true “fiercely anti-bourgeois atmosphere”
(Theses on the historical task, action and structure of the world
communist party, according to the positions that for more than
half a century have formed the historical heritage of the
communist left, from Naples, 1965), in which an authentic class
hatred flourishes and is transmitted: “the working-man (...) can
save his manhood only in hatred and rebellion against the
bourgeoisie. ” (Condition of the working class in England, Engels,
1844), transmitting also an uncorrupted motto to new
generations of militants.

They confronted the "New Course" inside the Party and the
tactical deviations on the trade union question introduced in
1972 and which prepared all the later tactical errors (Proletarian
United Front in 1974, National Committee against Dismissals of
1978) which led to the indulgence on the movementist political
united fronts: anti-nuclear, anti-militarism, Palestinian
nationalism, etc. The Party was immersed in this drift spread
through the loudspeakers of £/-Oumami, Le Prolétaire,
Proletarier, I/ Programma Comunista and the previous edition of
£l Comunista when part of those responsible for that
degeneration decided to accelerate the pace and tried to formally
liquidate the Party. Another part of those responsible for the
same degeneration did not agree. But the discrepancy between
those who demanded the formal liquidation of the Party and
those who remained responsible for its organs, was only on the
formal aspect: they shared and had been implementing the de
factoliquidation of the line of the Sinistra and of Marxism. Their
subsequent quarrels for the possession and control of //
Programma Comunista, will not eliminate this common origin
(among themselves and with the liquidators). This applies both
to those who recovered through the bourgeois courts the
ownership of / Programma Comunista and to those who lost it
and founded Combatfirst and // Comunistalater.

In another moment we will address this question again with
the depth it deserves in order to take stock of this circumcentric
attack of liquidation of the Party and of the Sinistraline.

The Spanish Section, expelled for its opposition to this "New
Course", was initially isolated by the dynamics of the Center,
which was preparing its liquidation by preventing contacts
between sections, although they quickly managed to resume
contacts at the international level with other sections that had
also opposed the degeneration of the Center.

Having resisted the attempt of liquidation, they began the
new edition of £/ Comunista, and the task of the “organic
continuation of the serious work of historical consignment of the
fruitful lessons of the past to the present and future generations,
to the new vanguards that were being outlined in the ranks of
the proletarian masses " (Theses of Naples, 1965), to which the
group of comrades who give continuity to the Party - currently
organized in Venezuela, Italy, Chile and Spain - have added,
within the same publication plan, the reviews Per i/ Comunismo
and The Internationalist Proletarian.
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There has been no lack of contacts, rapprochements and
ruptures in a generally unfavorable period in which “a /arge part
of the proletariat, rather than being crushed by the bourgeoisie,
Is controlled by parties that work in the service of the latter and
prevent the proletariat itself from any revolutionary class
movement " (Considerations on the organic activity of the party
when the situation is historically unfavorable, 1965) admitting
aloud that “the party cannot but resent the characters of the real
situation that surrounds it ". (ibidem)

In the pages of £/ Comunista and in the various works
published, one can also read the effort to give continuity to the

"work of scientific registration of social phenomena, in order to

confirm the fundamental theses of Marxism. It analyzes,
confronts and comments on recent and contemporary facts. It
repudliates the doctrinaire elaboration that tends to found new
theories or to demonstrate the insufficiency of the doctrine in the
explanation of phenomena.” (Characteristic Theses, 1951), as
well as a truly Marxist analysis of the recent history of the
Spanish state and of a good part of Latin America.

In the development of all this work, these comrades have
always been clear that, if there will be a resumption of the class
struggle, it will be only on the basis of the line of the Sinistra, of
the fundamental texts of the Sinistra and Marxism, of the
historical party (and not of any statement or article that we or
anyone else may have written in this or any other review).

“The effort of the left Marxists is to work on the broken
curve of the contingent parties, to redirect it to the
continuous and harmonious curve of the historical
party. " (Theses on the historical task, action and structure of
the world communist party, according to the positions that for
more than half a century have formed the historical heritage of
the communist left, from Naples, 1965).

“The objection that these were perfect irrevocable and
unmodiifiable texts would not make any sense because
throughout all these years it has always been declared in our
midst that these were materials in continuous elaboration, and
destined to reach an ever better and more complete form, so
much so that from all the ranks of the party, and even from very
young elements, the contribution of admirable contributions
perfectly in tune with the classic lines proper to the Left
has been verified more and more, and with increasing
frequency. " (Considerations on the organic activity of the party
when the situation is historically unfavorable, 1965).

"Death of individualism

It is not possible for the proletarian class party to govern itself
in the good revolutionary direction if the confrontation of
the agitation material with the stable and non-
mutating bases of the theory is not total.

The questions of contingent action and future program are
but two dialectical sides of the same problem, as so many
interventions by Marx until his death, and by Engels and Lenin
(April Theses, October Central Committee!) have shown.

Those men neither improvised nor revealed, but wielded the
compass of our action, from which it is all too easy to deviate.

This one clearly teaches the danger, and our questions are
happily raised when going against the wrong general
directions. Formulas and terms may be falsified by
traitors and by the deficient, but their use is always a
compass when it is continuous and concordant. " (The
revolutionary program of communist society eliminates all forms
of ownership of land, production facilities and the products of
labor, 1958).

What determines whether the statement or article is correct
is its coherence with the fundamental texts (its continuous or



concordant line), whatever the year it was written and whatever
the name of the journal in which it was published. We do not
defend a word or a phrase: we defend a line.

But for this it is essential the continuous individual and
collective study of the fundamental texts of Marxism and the
Party:

"Consequently, the problem of the party’s praxis is not that
of knowing the future, which would be too little, nor that of
wanting the future, which would be too much, but that of
"preserving the line of the future of its own class. "

It is clear that, if the movement does not know how to stuay,
to look into and to know it it will not even be in a position to
preserve it. It is no less clear that if the movement does not know
how to distinguish between the will of the constituted and
enemy classes and its own, the game is lost, and the line is lost.
The communist movement is not a question of pure doctrine; it
s not a question of pure will: however, the lack of doctrine
paralyzes it the lack of will paralyzes it. And lack means
absorption of alien doctrines, of alien wills. " (Prometeo,
Property and Capital, Chapter XVII, Utopia, Science, Action,
1952).

As vital and necessary it is to discipline oneself to think not
with one's own head ("la testa") but with the texts ("i testi"),
which greatly annoys the "marshals without troops" that
abound so much also among individuals and organizations that
claim to be of the Left, but who need to fly free and draw
conclusions from their head instead of from the texts.

“One of the false reasons why distrust of the party form was
dangerously nourished, was that the party, by forcing everyone
to think alike, was a church, and by making all decisions come
out of a center was a barracks. In nonsense of this nature, which
for decades and decades has disturbed our work, there is the true
infantilism against which Lenin attacks without compassion, but
against which the Marxist and especially the Italian left has
fought with equal energy. Yes - we always said to the comrades,
perhaps in a more imprudent way than Lenin did, and therefore
more hurtful to generations of miserable philistines, who still
today have not died out - if I am in the party my personal
head and its critical pretensions will have to shut up
seven times a day, and my actions will not arise from
my individual will but from the impersonal will of the
party, as manifested and dictated by history through
that same organism.” ("Extremism, infantile disease of
communism, condemnation of future renegades", 1960-1961).

“The diisinfection to which we devote ninety percent of our
poor work will only be completed in a long future and will
continue long after us: it is that which combats the epidemic of
all places and all times (everywhere and always dangerous) of
revisers, actualizers, contemplators and innovators.

It is useless and harmful to specify or personalize, and to
search in the distance or in the vicinity for the launcher of the
bacteriological bombs, it is a matter of individualizing the virus
and applying the antibiotic, which we stubbornly distinguish in
the continuity of the line, in fidelity to the principles, in
preferring nine hundred and ninety-nine times over a
thousand the catechist remastication to the adventure
of the new scientific discovery that requires eagle
wings, and to which every mosquito feels called by
destiny.

So let the angry flyers, whom we bring back frigidly and little
by little to the modest altitude to which we are allowed to soar,

' Greek mythological character who wanted to drive the chariot of the sun
and it got out of control, generating all kinds of messes, as do those who

35

be concerned, we who are forbidden all heroism and all romance,
who stick to irony instead of lyricism and are forced from time to
time to turn back the fieriest: Do not play the Phaethons' !

Therefore, while too many have the hysteria of sublime
calculation, we catalog them at the level of the abacus, and
verify whether they know how to count on the tjps of their
fingers. " (The Marxism of the stammerers, Battaglia Comunista,
no. 8-1952).

“The main objective of our discussions - in which it is
indispensable to continually repeat certain claims of
the fundamental “theorems”, and better if it is with
the same words and phrases - is the critique of the delusion
about "unforeseen” forms and deformities of the most modern
capitalism that would force to revise the bases of "prospective”
and therefore of the Marxist method.

Such a false position is easily put in relation to the
ignorance, or rather to never having known, the
essential lines of our doctrine, of its cardinal
principles ". (Soul of the Steam Horse, Il Programma Comunista
no. 5,1953).

An essential core of the uncorrupt motto is the unconditional
vindication of organic centralism. The starting point is necessarily
the unity and centralization of doctrine, program and tactics.
Only from this starting point can unity and centralization in
action and organization be achieved:

“To the first we refute that the unity and real
centralization - claimed by us more than by any other
- in the action and in the way of organizing the Party
is the product, the arrival point, not the cause and the
starting point, of the unity and centralization of the
doctrine, of the program and of the system of tactical
norms: useless to look for those if these are missing;
worse than useless, destructive and deadly. We are
centralists (and this, if you will, is our only organizing principle)
not because we recognize centralism as valid in and of itself, not
because we deduce it from an eternal idea or an abstract scheme,
but because the end to which we tend is unique and the direction
in which we move in space (internationally) and in time (over the
generations "of the dead, of the living and of those yet to be
born") is unique; we are centralists by the force of the
invariance of an immutable doctrine, which neither
individuals nor groups are in a position to mutate; and
of the continuity of our action in the ebb and flow of
the historical contingencies, in the face of all the obstacles
that the road of the working class is strewn with. Our centralism
is the way of being of a Party, which is not an army, although it
has a rigorous discipline, as it is not a school although teaching
is done, but it is a real historical force, defined by its stable
orientation in the long war between the classes. It is around this
inseparable and very hard knot doctrine-program-tactics,
collective and impersonal possession of the movement, that our
organization crystallizes, and what holds it together is not the
whip of the "organizing center”, but the unique and uniform
thread that binds “leaders” and ‘“base”, “center” and
"periphery”, committing themselves to the observation and
defense of a system of ends and means, none of which is
separable from the other,

In this real life of the Communist Party - not of any party, but
only and precisely of it, as communist both in fact and in name -
the puzzle that bothers the bourgeois democrat, - who
decides: the "leadership” or the "rank and file", the

pretend to update Marxism. The expression can be translated as: Don't be
cretins! (N.d.T)



many or the few? who "commands" and who "obeys"?
- Is itself definitively dissolved: it is the unitary body of the
Party, the one that embouchures and follows its path;
and in it, as in the words of an obscure leveling soldier,
“nobody commands and all are commanded", which
does not mean that there are no orders but that these
are adapted with the natural way of moving and acting
of the Party, whoever may be the one who gives them.
But break this unity of doctrine-program-tactics, and everything
collapses, leaving nothing but a... coordination of block and
direction at one end (maneuvering the masses of militants, as
the general - supposed strategic "genius” - moves the little
soldiers, supposed poor fools; perhaps making them pass with
weapons and baggage to the enemy camp, or as the station
master maneuvers his trains, perhaps making them crash one
against the other) and an unlimited place of arms for all possible
maneuvers, at the other end. Break this unity, and logically
and historically justified comes Stalinism, as logically
and historically justified comes the ruinous
subordination of a Party like ours, whose first task is
to ensure "the historical continuity and international
unity of the movement” (point 4 of the Livorno
Program, 1921), to the false and deceitful mechanism
of the "democratic consultation”. Break it and you will
have destroyed the class Party." (The continuity of action
of the party on the thread of the tradition of the Left, 1967).

"Leader means in fact guide. The leader of the party
does not have a steering wheel in his hands and in
front of him the arbitration of the angulation of the
direction, he is the conductor of a train or of a
tramway. His strength lies in the fact that he knows that the
track is determined, but it is certainly not straight everywhere,
he knows the stations through which it passes and the goal to
which it leadss, the curves and the slopes.

Certainly, not only he knows it. The historical outline
belongs not to a thinking head, but to an organization
that goes heyond individuals above all in time, made

of a lived history and of a doctrine (for you the hard
word) codified." (Economic and social structure of today's
Russia (V), 35 - Master Lines of April, 1955-1958).

We know that “ During the lifetime of great revolutionaries,
the oppressing classes constantly hounded them, received their
theories with the most savage malice, the most furious hatred
and the most unscrupulous campaigns of lies and slander. After
their death, attempts are made to convert them into harmless
icons, to canonize them, so to say, and to hallow their names to
a certain extent for the “consolation” of the oppressed classes
and with the object of duping the latter, while at the same time
robbing the revolutionary theory of its substance blunting its
revolutionary edge and vulgarizing it ” (The State and the
Revolution, Lenin, 1917).

But we also know that “7he Revolution will rise again
tremendous, but anonymous."” (Carlyleian Ghosts, 1953): the
only valid homage to all the anonymous comrades who have
preceded us in this long struggle and who have formed part of
that old guard through which the uncorrupted motto of integral
Marxism has been transmitted is to continue defending
anonymously the same positions with the same energy
and the same spirit of sacrifice and abnegation, the
struggle for the abolition of the slavery of wage labor,
of private property and of the capitalist mercantile
regime, for a SOCIETY OF SPECIES, the SOCIAL
MANKIND, COMMUNISM.

“The violent sparks that jumped from among the conductors
of our dialectic have taught us that it is a communist and
revolutionary militant comrade that who has been able to
forget, to deny, to tear from his mind and heart the dlassification
in which the anagram of this society in putrefaction inscribed
him, and sees and confuses himself in the whole millenary arc
that links the ancestral tribal man fighter with the wild beasts,
with the member of the future community, fratemal in the
harmonious foy of the social mankind". (Considerations on the
organic activity of the party when the situation is historically
unfavorable, 1965).
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