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WHAT DISTINGUISHES OUR PARTY: The line that goes from Marx to Lenin, to the foundation of
the Communist International and the Communist Party of Italy (Livorno 1921); the struggle of the
Communist Left against the degeneration of the International, against the theory of the "socialism in
a single country” and the Stalinist counterrevolution; the refusal of the Popular Fronts and the
Resistance Blocks; the hard work of restoration of the revolutionary doctrine and organ, in contact
with the working class, outside the personal and electioneering politicking.

THE REAL VIRUS IS CAPITALISM

It is important to start this report contesting a general pretension in the bourgeois media, that is, that the appearance of the
SARS-CoV-2 virus at the end of 2019 and the beginning of 2020 is the explanation of the chain of events in which the capitalist
world currently in crisis is and will be submerged.

As has been extensively developed in the pages of our review, since 2008 the capitalist world has been in a crisis of relative
overproduction of capital of a deflationary type that it is unable to overcome, a crisis of overproduction that occurs in a situation
that combines displacement from the epicenter of capitalism to Asia and the disappearance of the premises of the last world
distribution (Yalta and Potsdam) with the broader expansion of capitalism to all corners of the planet (continues on 2).
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THE REAL VIRUS IS CAPITALISM

The crisis of relative overproduction of capital

It is important to start this report contesting a general
pretension in the bourgeois media, that is, that the appearance
of the SARS-CoV-2 virus at the end of 2019 and the beginning of
2020 is the explanation of the chain of events in which the
capitalist world currently in crisis is and will be submerged.

As has been extensively developed in the pages of our review,
since 2008 the capitalist world has been in a crisis of relative
overproduction of capital of a deflationary type that it is unable
to overcome, a crisis of overproduction that occurs in a situation
that combines displacement from the epicenter of capitalism to
Asia and the disappearance of the premises of the last world
distribution (Yalta and Potsdam) with the broader expansion of
capitalism to all corners of the planet.

Our current had set for the resumption of the class struggle,
after the devastating effects of the Stalinist counterrevolution, a
series of conditions that we have recalled so many times. For the
moment, it serves this quote from the Dialogue with the Dead
that focuses on two key concepts for understanding the current
moment:

“The keys to deciphering the painting, eloguent in itself in its
meaning as a platform for the future course, are three. Crisis,
War and Revolution.

Our work s finished, and his arrival thesis is the route of
emulation. The more the riders dismount each other, the more
the Revolution becomes possible, with its slogan, a corollary of
the original theory: blocking of production.

For more extensive conclusions we will not dare a prophecy,
only an auspice.

May the post-war leaping decade of the world capitalist
production continue for some years! Then the interwar crisis,
analogous to the one that broke out in America in 1929.
Social slaughter of the middle classes and hourgeois
workers. Resurgence of a movement of the world working class,
rejecting any ally. Brand new theoretical victory of its old thesis.
Single communist party for all the states of the world.

Towards the end of the twenty year period, the alternative of
the difficult century: third war of the imperialist monsters or
international communist revolution. Only if the war doesn’t
happen, the emulators will die! " (Dialogue with the Dead, 1956).

As an illustration, we will advance that if we observe, for
example, the evolution of the fall of US industrial production, we
will see that it has been falling and that it has been negative

If we look at the European Union industrial production, we
will see that it has been falling and that it has been negative
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In this review we will try to show how the SARS-CoV-2 virus
or the Covid-19 disease, as you prefer, are not only not the
reason for the current crisis, but a very convenient method to
hide it.

On the contrary, we will find an explanation for Covid-19 and
especially for the social effects justified by Covid-19 in the crisis
of relative overproduction of capital, in the commercial and
military war to which it pushes the great imperialist powers, on
the need for capitalism to make an organized social slaughter of
the middle classes, on the need to control and militarize the
working class for the effort to prepare and carry out war.

How would an epidemic be approached in
communism?

Before proceeding to the development of the detailed points,
as well as to unravel the contradictions put into circulation by
the different fractions of the bourgeoisie, we are
programmatically interested in dwelling on a fundamental
question: how would an epidemic be approached and what
social consequences would it have in a non-mercantile society,
without wage labor, or private property or social classes?

To illustrate the question, we have to sketch how the
question has been posed in capitalism:
 The accumulation of capital and dependence on wages force

the accumulation of huge masses of population, real sources

of unhealthiness.

+ The motor is the profit and the capital accumulation so
capital and production cannot stop even if this was necessary
to reduce transmission.

» Workers depend on a salary, so the stoppage of production
results in the loss of employment for them, a loss that may or
may not be temporarily compensated by a subsidy, in any
case insufficient.

* In capitalism, workers of a certain age or in certain situations
are no longer suitable for exploitation (which does not mean
that they cannot do productive and useful things for
themselves and for society, but that no one can get out of
them anymore the average rate of profit) and its maintenance
represents an unproductive expense.

 The distribution of production occurs through trade which
cause that, in the event of possible shortages, there will be a
stockpiling reaction that accentuates even more the general
shortage.

* Health care is a business or is at the service of the business,
so it will always be in inferior conditions to its social utility




and will be insufficient when there will be generalized
adversities: the continued dimensioning of the health system
according to these "overflowing" situations (in capitalism)
would make it impossible obtaining a profit and the
development of the capital. On the contrary, and for this
same reason, the health system in capitalism is condemned
to be under-dimensioned even for the effective attention of

“normal” situations.
 The pharmaceutical industry is itself a business and subjects

scientific research and health decisions to its business needs:

the sale of masks, of tests of all kinds, of treatments, of
vaccines, with or without guarantees, etc.

* Research efforts are wasted on redundant research in a
number of companies and institutions whose sole objective
is to get to market before others with a product that is
profitable (not useful or effective!) and patentable to get rich
with the situation.

 The different fractions and groups of the bourgeoisie have
different and opposed interests in relation to the stoppage or
not of production, the closure or not of the work centers, the
displacement of jobs through teleworking, the subsidy or not
from certain sectors, etc.

e The different imperialist powers use Covid-19 to justify and
implement their strategies of commercial or military (and
biological?) war in their competition for the predominance of
the world market.

In this context, all "scientific" explanations and "political"
decisions are vitiated by one economic interest or another: “Men
have always been, in politics, foolish victims of the deceit of
others and their own, and they will continue to be so as long as
they do not learn to discover behind all the phrases, statements
and moral, religious, political and social promises, the interests
of one class or another. " (Three sources and three integral parts
of Marxism, Lenin, 1913).

All the above is determined and is inevitable in a mercantile
society. In a communist society (non-mercantile society, without
wage labor, private property or social classes), on the contrary:
» The population would be distributed and without large

agglomerations.

» No one would stop being able to access the consumer fund
due to not working, if this were necessary to avoid
transmission.

» 0ld people and people with other circumstances that would
not make them suitable to generate surplus value in a
capitalist society, could continue to contribute to society with
useful contributions for themselves and for the rest, without
being necessary (we say it clearly) to kill them in a planned
and massive way as capitalism is doing with Covid-19.

 The health system would be dimensioned for these situations,
that is, oversized for normal situations, without this being
detrimental to anyone but, on the contrary, a sign of a truly
humane society.

* No one could get rich from the situation, or from the sale of
treatments, tests, etc. unifying research efforts and directing
them to not profitable but effective products.

* For the first time in the humanity history, scientific research
would live up to that name, freeing itself from the criminal
influence of mercantile interest and commercial secrecy.

But to see this society born, we need the anti-capitalist social
revolution; we need to juggle capitalism before, with the

lhttps://apps.who.int/gpmb/assets/annual_report/GPMB_Annual Report Sp
anish.pdf

development of wars, pestilences and laboratory or "natural”
viruses, it destroys human life on earth. And for this we need the
organization of the proletariat in class for itself in the
International Communist Party.

Natural origin or laboratory origin?

When the first news of SARS-CoV-2 appeared in Wuhan,
China, a scaly mammal commonly referred to as a “pangolin”
was quickly accused as the culprit of the transfer of SARS-CoV-2
from a bat to a human.

This leaves the well-thinking and lover of simple explanations
philistine calm: the bat and the pangolin, along with the dirt of
the Wuhan markets are the responsible, nothing more to say. The
mere hypothesis of laboratory creation and deliberate release
seems impossible to some people...

However, there are a whole series of circumstances that
could suggest a laboratory origin and even a planned launch of
the virus.

On October 5th, 2019, the Spanish bourgeois newspaper "El
Pais" published an article entitled " 7he world has to prepare
itself for the next great lethal pandemic” in which it reported
that “A committee of experts delivers to the UN an analysis on
the risk of a global health emergency and what to do to prevent
it. The biggest threat? A massive and deadly flu”. It refers to the
report’ of the Global Preparedness Monitoring Board in which
the “deliberate release of a lethal respiratory pathogen” is
mentioned up to 9 (nine) times and, in fact, requires that before
September 2020: “The United Nations (including WHO) conducts
at least two simulation and training exercises in all the system,
one of them on the deliberate release of a lethal
respiratory pathogen”. |t is interesting to remember that
when the attack on the Twin Towers was carried out, a
simulation of a very similar attack was also being conducted just
at that precise moment that "prevented" the Pentagon from
distinguishing between the planes and stopping them in time.
Could it be a coincidence?

At the same time, and immediately before the first cases in
China, that is, in October 2019, took place a simulation of a
global pandemic caused by a new coronavirus with the same
characteristics that SARS-CoV-2 later had, in the called “Event
201 Pandemic Exercise” organized by the Johns Hopkins Center
for Health Security, the World Economic Forum and the Bill &
Melinda Gates foundation.

It is also public and well known that there are a significant
number of laboratories investigating viruses, creating hybrids
(called " chimeras") with coronaviruses and verifying their ability
to infect humans. In November 2015, it was published a study
publicly explaining the creation of this type of virus in the journal
Nature Medicine’ and, in an article later that month in the same
journal’, the researcher affirms that research will continue with
apes.

Capitalism has created and will create puppets capable of
carrying out two world wars, of dropping atomic bombs on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki (after previously testing them in Arizona
against its own soldiers), of carrying out the bombings of
Dresden, of using chlorine in the first world war, of the
systematic massacres and concentration camps that have
characterized the 20th and 21st centuries, of the Napalm
bombing in Vietnam, of organizing the attack on the Twin

2 https://www.nature.com/news/engineered-bat-virus-stirs-debate-over-
risky-research-1.18787
3 https://www.nature.com/articles/nm.3985




Towers, of distributing blankets with smallpox to the American
Indians to finish killing them, etc.

It is truly surprising that with this history record someone is
shocked with the possibility that these same elements or their
successors could design and manufacture a virus contagious
enough to have to stop much of the trade and transport of people,
which is it is especially suitable for the part of the population that
is most obviously "left over" for capitalism (over 70 years old).

Remember: “Capital is said by a Quarterly Reviewer to fly
turbulence and strife, and to be timiad, which is very true; but this
Is very incompletely stating the question. Capital eschews no
profit. or very small profit. just as Nature was formerly said to
abhor a vacuum. With adequate profit, capital is very bold, A
certain 10 per cent. will ensure its employment anywhere,; 20 per
cent. certain will produce eagerness; 50 per cent, positive
audacity; 100 per cent. will make it ready to trample on all
human laws; 300 per cent., and there is not a crime at
which it will scruple, nor a risk it will not run, even to
the chance of its owner being hanged. If turbulence
and strife will bring a profit, it will freely encourage
both. Smuggling and the slave-trade have amply proved all that
s here stated.” (P. J. Dunning, Trade Unions)” (Cited in
"Capital”, Part 8 “Primitive accumulation”, Chapter 31, Volume
I, K. Marx)

Moreover, in the capitalist system 2.78 million of workers are
murdered annually "due to work accidents or work-related
diseases" according to the very bourgeois ILO, 800,000 people
commit suicide annually, 485,000 die by homicide, 175,000 die
in war conflicts, 68,000 for domestic violence... the capitalist
system is a human being crushing machine!

For these reasons, we not only do not consider the laboratory
hypothesis and the intentional release of the virus to be
rejectable, but we also consider it the most probable.
Furthermore, we believe that anyone who is opposed to even
considering the laboratory hypothesis is simply a believer in the
capitalist system. It is not our role to fortify the faith in the
capitalist system, quite the contrary.

But independently of whether it was created and released
intentionally or was transmitted from another species
spontaneously, we sustain that SARS-CoV-2 is not the real
cause of the current overproduction crisis nor is it the real
ultimate reason for the entire series of political and economic
actions that the various capitalist states are taking in their
struggle for the world market control.

The contradictions about SARS-CoV-2

Since the appearance of Covid-19, a whole series of almost
fantastic descriptions of the virus have been combined with a
complete negligence of the most basic preventive measures
necessary for any earthly virus without batting an eye.

Among the unproven ‘“rarities" of the virus is the
asymptomatic transmission (other than the fact of transmission
on the day or two days before symptoms begin), the almost
telepathic transmission of the virus, the survival of the virus for
days on surfaces. If any of these things were proven, it would be
rather an additional reason in favor of the hypothesis of the
laboratory origin of it, but to date they have not been confirmed.

As we have said, these descriptions put into circulation have
been combined with acts of negligence to the most obvious
preventive measures with the groups with the most risk: in most
countries the elder care homes have become real death camps in
which the old people, crammed into them, were isolated and left

to die on morphine without even receiving minor medical
assistance.

In many countries, a very high percentage of deaths have
been in the population over 65 years old and a highly significant
percentage of them in elder care homes. Where is the mortality
and transmission of SARS-CoV-2 if we discard these deaths,
which on the other hand can only be classified as premeditated
massive murder?

The outbreaks, in any case, have occurred in agricultural and
meat companies, with tremendously overcrowded conditions,
both in the workplace and in living facilities, "homes" to call
them in some way.

To cover up this harsh reality, it is very useful to fabricate a
series of unexpected behaviors of the virus that would put the
entire population in the spotlight and would justify the total
number of deaths, as well as the social control measures
deployed. When a sufficient environment of fear and oppression
is generated, any explanation or directive, any swerve, is
accepted with almost religious submission by the population,
even against all the evidence: “Religion is the sigh of the
oppressed creature. " (Introduction to the critique of Hegel's
philosophy of right, K. Marx, 1844).

There are at least two additional reasons for the diversity of
opinions in circulation: the internal struggle within the various
fractions of the petty, middle and big bourgeoisie, on the one
hand, and the specific interests of the pharmaceutical industry,
on the other.

As we pointed out at the beginning, a characteristic element
of the current situation of overproduction crisis is the inevitable
"social slaughter of the middle classes". What part of the
bourgeoisie itself must be sacrificed in the accumulation for the
accumulation altar?

“A portion of the old capital has to lie unused under all
circumstances, it has to give up its characteristic quality as
capital, so far as acting as such and producing value is concemed.
The competitive struggle would decide what part of it would be
particularly affected. So long as things go well, competition
effects an operating fraternity of the capitalist class, as we have
seen in the case of the equalisation of the general rate of profit,
so that each shares in the common loot in proportion to the size
of his respective investment. But as soon as it no longer is
a question of sharing profits, but of sharing losses,
everyone tries to reduce his own share to a minimum
and to shove it off upon another. The class, as such,
must inevitably lose. How much the individual
capitalist must bear of the loss, i.e., to what extent he
must share in it at all, is decided by strength and
cunning, and competition then becomes a fight among
hostile brothers. The antagonism between each individual
capitalist's interests and those of the capitalist class as a whole,
then comes to the surface, just as previously the identity of these
interests operated in practice through competition. (Capital,
Volume llI, K. Marx)

A part of the big bourgeoisie sees with satisfaction how a
series of small competitors will be eliminated and later absorbed
if the situation of alarm and restrictions due to Covid-19 is
maintained. A part of the petty and medium bourgeoisie realizes
that the funeral is being prepared for it and it resists against the
alarm situation and restrictions due to Covid-19. Another part of
the petty bourgeoisie maintains its faith in the state and bets on
maintaining the alarm situation and restrictions due to Covid-19
that justifies the state aid received (so far). Each of these
fractions is interested in an up or down count of cases and deaths,



to justify their contingent interests, adding confusion to
confusion.

This explains the lurches and changes in the criteria to count
infected and dead people.

On the other hand, we have the interests of the
pharmaceutical industry that have well matched with the
interests of the governments of at least pretend that they were
doing something about the spread of the virus.

Tests on the basis of data and approximations have rapidly
begun to be produced and sold, which make it possible to test
positive for cross-reactions with a multitude of other viruses,
which make it possible to be undetected if it has suffered slight
mutations, etc. But the important thing is to sell and sell now.
Most of the leaflets of these tests contain the warning of the
possibility of false positives, of the possibility of false negatives,
of the scarcity of previous tests carried out, that they should not
be used as a diagnostic method, etc. but... they are sold and used
for this: to diagnose even in people without any symptoms and
who never develop them. One of the most notorious cases has
been in Tanzania where the samples of a goat and a papaya have
tested positive (j!). (Canarias News, 08-05-2020).

We will return to this question later.

The problem (for capitalism) of the aging of the
(working class) population

In 2012, Christine Lagarde, who at that time was the
president of the International Monetary Fund and currently the
president of the European Central Bank, stated:

"The Fund demands, among other measures, that benefits be
cut and the retirement age delayed due to "the risk that
people will live longer than it is expected. " (El Pais, 11-
04-2012)

These signs of sincerity from the representatives of the
bourgeoisie must never be forgotten. Indeed, the retirement age
has been delayed in many countries and benefits (and health
budgets) have also been cut, but it has not been enough and the
bourgeoisie has continued to cry at the risk that the "people”
(the working class) live more than expected.

It cannot be denied that SARS-CoV-2 is the perfect fit for the
international bourgeoisie for this particular “little” problem. The
more the virus spreads among the elderly population, the more
ballast each bourgeoisie will get out the way of the commercial
and military war that lies ahead.

The following table shows deaths from Covid-19 in the elder
care homes in various countries, in June 26" 2020°.

Total Number of
number deaths of
deaths care home
Country Date linked residents %
to linked to
COVID- COVID-19
19
Austria 5/6/2020 646 222 34%
Belgium 20/6/2020 9.696 6.213 64%
Canada 1/6/2020 7.326 6.236 85%
Denmark [15/6/2020 598 211 35%
Finland 23/6/2020 327 147 45%
France 16/6/2020 29.547 14.341 49%
Germany [|23/6/2020 8.895 3.491 39%
H.Kong 22/6/2020 4 0 0%
Hungary 2/6/2020 532 127 24%
Ireland 22/6/2020 1.717 1.086 63%
Israel 24/6/2020 307 137 45%
Norway 19/6/2020 244 144 59%
Portugal 9/5/2020 1.125 450 40%
Slovenia 22/5/2020 105 85 81%
S.Korea 30/4/2020 247 84 34%
Spain 23/6/2020 28.318 19.553 68%
Sweden 15/6/2020 4.810 2.280 47%
Engl.& Wales [12/6/2020 48.538 19.700 41%
N.Ireland UK |12/6/2020 795 412 52%
Scotland UK |14/6/2020 4.070 1.896 47%
U.States 18/6/2020 240.138 50.185 45%

To achieve this result, a very special virus is not necessary, a
new virus for which there was no vaccine and a special
"negligence" to keep the elderly in care homes and deny them
basic medical care (which arises spontaneously from care
mercantile criteria) was enough and is enough, instead of
immediately vacating the residences or drastically reducing their
capacity by transferring the elderly people to hotels or other
medicalized infrastructures.

The "specialty” of the virus, at least in the media, is more
useful in controlling the population and hiding the underlying
economic processes.

Pharmaceutical sector

One of the facts that the Covid-19 “pandemic” has most
clearly shown in the bourgeois press and in general, is the range
of the pharmaceutical business, which make from health and
mankind wellness (or of the part of it that can afford it) its field
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of action. We are not surprised that in capitalism also health and
wellness are a business, but we however think that it is
important to study its reach and above all to acquire several
argumentations to fight against it and denounce its “social” or
“neutral” pretensions.

In the field of pharmaceuticals, it can be very obviously
observed the clash between the pretension of contributing to
“mankind’s” wellness and the real purpose that this industry, as
well as all the rest, pursue: business. Specifically, a business that
reached last year a global volume of more than a thousand billion
US dollars (Pablico, 06-05-2020) and that will most probably
substantially increase given the current situation, and that as a
sector it is only outranked by sectors such as oil or weapons’.

The logic of mass production at the lowest price to obtain
maximum profit results in the production of drugs for an
“average” individual, that inevitably result in excessive or
insufficient doses for any given real person, with specially
damaging consequences for certain individuals. This must be
added up to the fact that the real business in several occasions
comes from the chronification of the disease and not its solution,
hence the industry is interested in finding and promoting
treatments that pretend to offer an immediate improvement,
even if it is merely partial, but that in any case maintains (or even
increases) the problem, with the aim to maintain the business.

An obvious example of it has been the promotion or
prescription of new opioids such as Tramadol and Fentanyl in the
US (and every time more in other places too), that has brought a
big epidemic of addiction (with its consequent deaths due to
overdose) and at the same time a big business for the producers:
“Fentanyl replaced heroin as the main drug linked to the death
by overdose in the United States, (...) Moreover, it is remarkable
that deaths by overdose with heroin tripled between 2011 and
2016, as well as the rate of deaths due to methamphetamine
overdose. Researchers found that overdose-related deaths
increased 54% between 2011 and 2016, from 41,340 to 63,632.
This fact, added to the increase of 3.7% of suicides, has brought
life expectancy in the US to a reduction for the third consecutive
year, being 78.6 years on 2017, according to a report that CDC
published two weeks ago.” (La Vanguardia, 12-12-2018).
Treatment chronification is very convenient also to cover the real
origin of the overwhelming majority of illnesses of the working
class: excess of work and the conditions in which we are forced
to live.

All that we've exposed was compiled by Engels on 1845 in
“The Condition of the Working Class in England”, that still
describes with precision the reality of the working class also
nowadays: “The centralisation of population in great cities
exercises of itself an unfavourable influence; the atmosphere of
London can never be so pure, so rich in oxygen, as the air of the
country; two and a half million pairs of lungs, two hundred and
fifty thousand fires, crowded upon an area three to four miles
square [imagine the effects of the current urban agglomerates],
consume an enormous amount of oxygen, which is replaced with
difficulty, because the method of building cities in itself impedes
ventilation. The carbonic acid gas, engendered by respiration and
fire, remains in the streets by reason of its specific gravity, and
the chief air current passes over the roofs of the aity. The lungs
of the inhabitants fail to receive the due supply of oxygen, and
the consequence is mental and physical lassitude and low vitality.
For this reason, the dwellers in cities are far less exposed to acute,
and especially to inflammatory, affections than rural populations,

5https://www.rankia.com/blog/bolsa-al-dia/3534358-top-11-ranking-
industrias-que-mas-dinero-mueven-mundo-como-invertir-ellas

who live in a free, normal atmosphere; but they suffer the
more from chronic affections. (...)

Another source of physical mischief to the working-class lies
in the impossibility of employing skilled physicians in cases of
illness. It is true that a number of charitable institutions strive to
supply this want, that the infirmary in Manchester, for instance,
receives or gives advice and medicine to 22,000 patients
annually. But what is that in a city in which, according to
Gaskell’s calculation, three-fourths of the population need
medical aid every year? English doctors charge high fees, and
working-men are not in a position to pay them. They can
therefore do nothing, or are compelled to call in cheap
charlatans, and use quack remedies, which do more
harm than good. An immense number of such quacks thrive
in every English town, securing their clientele among the poor by
means of advertisements, posters, and other such devices.
Besides these, vast quantities of patent medicines are sold, for
all conceivable ailments: Morrison’s Pills, Parr’s Life Pills, Dr.
Mainwaring’s Pills, and a thousand other pills, essences, and
balsams, all of which have the property of curing all the ills that
flesh is heir to. These mediicines rarely contain actually injurious
substances, but, when taken freely and often, they affect
the system prejudicially; and as the unwary purchasers are
always recommended to take as much as possible, it is not to be
wondered at that they swallow them wholesale whether wanted
or not.

It is by no means unusual for the manufacturer of Parr’s Life
Pills to sell twenty to twenty-five thousand boxes of these
salutary pills in a week, and they are taken for constipation by
this one, for diarrhoea by that one, for fever, weakness, and all
possible ailments. As our German peasants are cupped or bled at
certain seasons, so do the English working-people now consume
patent medicines to their own injury and the great profit of the
manufacturer. One of the most injurious of these patent
medicines Is a drink prepared with opiates, chiefly laudanum,
under the name Godlfrey’s Cordiial. (...)

The result of all these influences is a general enfeeblement of
the frame in the working-class. There are few vigorous, well-built
healthy persons among the workers, i.e. among the factory
operatives, who are employed in confined rooms, and we are
here discussing these only. They are almost all weakly, of angular
but not powerful build, lean, pale, and of relaxed fibre, with the
exception of the muscles especially exercised in their work.
Nearly all suffer from indligestion, and consequently from a more
or less hypochondriac melancholy, irritable, nervous condition.
Their enfeebled constitutions are unable to resist
disease, and are therefore seized by it on every
occasion. Hence they age prematurely, and die early. On this
point the mortality statistics supply unquestionable testimony. ”
(The Condition of the Working Class in England, F. Engels, 1845)

All that is described has done nothing but increase and twist
for the working class nowadays. Food that we are able to access,
rotative and never-ending shifts, the environment in which we
are forced to live, the lack of time and space for regular and
healthy exercise, etc., are the true cause of the various diseases
and sicknesses that the working class specially suffers (obesity,
diabetes, fibromyalgia, menstrual pains, infertility, cancers,
cardiovascular and endocrine problems, etc.), and there is
nothing to be surprised of that, as Engels said, worker organisms
are not “able to resist disease, and are therefore seized by it on
every occasion”. With the incidence of Covid-19, even the




research studies of the health institutions can do nothing but
acknowledge this reality, as does for example the Instituto
Hospital del Mar de Investigaciones Médicas (IMIM) of Barcelona
by making explicit that the neighborhoods with lower incomes
have been the most heavily affected".

At the same time, keeping an exclusive market niche is the
only base for the existence of patents (based in the so-called
“intellectual property”, the worst of the properties), with which
bourgeois legislation allows more modern developments with
less side effects not to be made available to most part of the
working population after several years have passed, with the
only aim of enriching even more the alleged developers of the
improvement with the maintenance of a monopoly over it, and
forcing the majority of the working class to access the so-called
generic drugs, euphemism used to refer to treatments already
overcome by other better ones that are kept subject to patents.

Business is therefore the real background of all studies
promoted by the pharmaceutical industry (directly or indirectly,
through their direct funds or through their participation in
“research” institutions, universities, etc.), and the institutions
themselves openly admit it: “Afterwards, in order to favor
transference, we make a prove of concept of the projects granted
with a scholarship. There, no scientific evaluation is made,
but only if what they propose is viable as a product. /t
is taken into account that it has a social or commercial
application and it is granted another 100,000 or 150,000 euros
for two years” (Interview of Nuria Sebastian, vice-president of
the European Research Council, Expansion, 13-01-2015).

The fact that, in capitalism, research is directly tied to the

possibility of business has, among others, two main
consequences.
As the Manifesto of the Communist Party (1848) already stated,
bourgeoisie is pushed to the development by competition, and
therefore, on the one side, research itself becomes a business by
its own (since it has as customers the companies that pursue
these innovations or discoveries, or the papers that justify or
support the benefits of their products). This ends up making the
research papers themselves a product of its own, generating
research papers over the same topics, with any needed
preestablished conclusions, and which will overwhelmingly end
up being useless: “According to an analysis, (...), 85% of the
effort dedicated to biomedical research “ends up
being wasted”. “We are talking about studles that are never
applied in clinics or that do so in a negative fashion, and several
other that are abandoned in early stages”, explains loannidis.
“Most of the times experiments are not well designed”,
denounces the researcher. “For example, only between 10% and
20% of the studlies with animals are randomized in order to avoid
unconscious biases of scientists”, he highlights. In the case of
clinical essays with patients, “only 5% follow the right steps
correctly”, he denounces. The problem affects “almost all
disciplines of science”, he assures. In 2013, Stanford doctor
published a paper that asserted that up till 95% can be not yet
disputed fallacies. ” (E| Pais, 10-01-2017).

On the other side, consequently, the alleged studies end up being
biased data compilations that seek to justify some previously
reached “conclusions” in a pretended scientific way at the
lowest possible cost, with the implications that this has when
groups of individuals are subject to tests of medical

6 https://academic.oup.com/jpubhealth/advance-
article/doi/10.1093/pubmed/fdaal36/5881845

developments, a field which many NGO's that allegedly do
“cooperation” are specially keen to. This fact has become so true
that even the bourgeoisie itself distrusts the conclusions of their
own “studies”. From a general point of view, what is behind this
situation is the fact that these studies respond to the needs of
the various industries that promote them, among others the
pharmaceutical one, that however has the interest to hide this
fact: “52% of the analyzed studlies did not reveal where the
money for the research came from. And only 6% of the articles
included a declaration of interest conflicts, an amount that is
“most probably an underestimation” of the reality, according to
Joannidiis’s team. ” (El Pais, 04-01-2016).

The business perspectives that many companies see in the
Covid-19 “pandemic” have brought this situation to its
paroxysm: “7he biggest avalanche of scientific studlies that has
ever been seen. “This volume of publications in a fraction of
three months is unprecedented ”, points Daniel Torres, researcher
of the University of Granada, that has calculated that the
exponential rhythm of publications about the virus is doubled
every two weeks. Since 2004, an average of 3,000 articles about
coronavirus were published every year. Right now, 700 are
published every day. That has added up to 20,000 in three
months. ” (El Pais, 05-05-2020).

Putting aside the issue of its origin, what is clear is that, after
the media impact generated, the pharmaceutical industry has a
big business field in the sale of eventual treatments and tests for
the famous coronavirus SARS-CoV-2, and in the development
and sale of eventual vaccines, once again regardless of their real
effectivity. Notwithstanding the production and distribution of
face masks, in which the application of various standards (FFP1
and FFP2 in Europe, KN95 in China, N95 in the US, etc.) is a clear
example of an attempt of maintaining the control over certain
markets that has no other background than making the access
easier for certain producers and more difficult for others. And the
struggle for primacy in these business fields is reflected in the
support of the various governments to certain studies that
support certain treatments and their opposition to others.

As a matter of fact, regarding treatments, completely
contradictory studies about the benefits or defects of the various
treatments have not ceased to appear ever since the beginning
of the so-called pandemic: chloroquine and hydroxychloroquine
(with or without azithromycin), Lopinavir/Ritonavir vs Remdesivir,
dexamethasone, favipinavir, the alleged positive effects of
anticoagulants and a long etcetera of drugs that the various
producing companies attempt to sell with the support of
pretended studies that the theoretically scientific publications
have no problem in publish, but the defense of their own
imperialistic interesses.

Let's see an example. “French health minister, Olivier Véran,
ordered yesterday the immediate revision of the protocol used
for hydroxychloroquine to treat Covid-19 sick people. The
decision was taken after the scientific review The Lancet
published an extended international study in which it warned of
the inefficiency of the drug and its cardliac risks ” (La Vanguardia,
24-05-2020). “No signs of alarm to stop the essays with
hydroxychloroguine. Doubts over the study of ‘The Lancet’ grow,
nuanced by the publication itself. ” (La Vanguardia, 03-06-2020).
“The general director of the World Health Organization (WHO),
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, announced yesterday that the
Solidarity essay, promoted by this organism, will retake the



researches with the drug hydroxychloroquine, after they were
cancelled last week facing a possible increase of the risk of death
and coronary diseases.” (La Vanguardia, 04-06-2020). “The
review °‘The Lancet’ retracted from the study critic with
hydroxychloroquine.”  (La  Vanguardia  05-06-2020).
“Hydroxychloroquine does not prevent Covid, according to a
study of Mitjia ” (La Vanguardia, 12-06-2020). And we could keep
on going.

Of course, none of these studies, neither in favor nor against,
can be considered “objective”, and they all respond only to the
need of promoting or attacking the use of a drug that may have
positive or negative effects depending on the person, situation
and dose. Marxism has always defended that research in a
rational way will only be able to be performed when mankind
overcomes being subject to the mercantile-capitalist logic:

“The first truth that man can master is the notion of the
future communist society. This notion makes no borrowings from
this repugnant capitalist democratic or Christian society, and it
absolutely does not seek a human heritage on which
to base itself in the so-called positive science
elaborated by the bourgeois revolution: for us it is a
class science which has to be destroyed and replaced
in its entirety, like the religions and scholastic creeds
of previous production forms. With regard to the theory of
economic transformations enabling us to go from capitalism —
the structure of which we know quite well, whereas the official
economists are incapable of understand — to communism, we
also go without the contributions of bourgeois science,
and we have the same contempt for bourgeois
technique and technology, which everyone driveling
opportunist traitors foremost, proclaims to be headed for great
discoveries. We have built the science of society, its current
existence and future development, in an absolutely revolutionary
way. When this work of the human mind is complete — and it
cannot be until after the demise of capitalism, of its civilization,
its schools, science and its technology of thieves — man will
also, for the first time, write the science and history of physical
nature and solve the great problems of the life of the Universe
from its origins (which scientists reconciled with the dogma
continue to call "creation”) to its developments on the infinitely
large and infinitely small scales in the most distant and today
undecipherable future. (Thesis of Naples, 1965).

“In machinery, the appropriation of living labour by capital
achieves a direct reality in this respect as well: It is, firstly, the
analysis and application of mechanical and chemical laws,
arising directly out of science, which enables the machine to
perform the same labour as that previously performed by the
worker. However, the development of machinery along this path
occurs only when large industry has already reached a higher
stage, and all the sciences have been pressed into the
service of capital:” (Fixed capital and circulating capital as
two particular kinds of capital. Fixed capital and continuity of the
production process. — Machinery and living labour. (Business of
inventing)).

As Marxists, in order to try to understand what is behind the
biasness of all these “studies” we have to inquire over the
material, economical background. Who produces Remdesivir?
Gilead Sciences, with headquarters in California. Who is the main
producer of hydroxychloroquine in the world? Sanofi-Aventis and
Sanofi-Pasteur, with headquarters in France. Who is the first
producer of components to produce hydroxychloroquine? India:
“(...) In the US 24% of the medicines and a third of its
ingredients come from India.” (La Vanguardia, 08-04-2020).
Those are the material facts that take the various governments

to defend in an imperialistic way their business, in which the
trustworthiness, side effects, or effectivity of the treatment is a
completely secondary topic. The same can be stated regarding
the rest of the treatments in race.

All those pharmaceutical companies and the different states
have also turned the development of an eventual vaccine or
vaccines in a kind of emulating space race, trying to be the first
ones to distribute it and consequently to occupy the market with
THEIR product, evicting the rest and resulting even in clashes
between the various governments. “/n total, currently 167
vaccines against Covid-19 are under development, 28 of
which are doing tests with humans. Among the most advanced
ones, we can find the ones performed by the Oxford University
together with AstraZeneca, the one of Moderna pharmaceutical
company, the one developed due to the collaboration between
BioNTech and Pfizer or the candidate of Sinovac that has just
started its clinical essay in Indonesia. The Russian vaccine is not
found in this group.” (La Vanguardia, 12-08-2020). “7he
biopharmaceutical BioNTech and the Pfizer lab also present
encouraging results. Like Moderna’s vaccine, the group works
with sections of messenger ARN. They have four candlidates. One
of them, BNT162b2, is currently in the last phase of clinical essay,
which will count with 30,000 participants scattered in countries
such as the United States, Argentina, Brazil or Germany.” (La
Vanguardia, 16-08-2020). And all that in order to access a part
of the already existing yummy business (we only need to recall
the annual “standard” flu vaccination campaigns) and that they
foresee to increase: “Four big labs produce now two thirds of the
vaccines that are administered in the world: GSK, MSD, Pfizer
and Sanofi. “It is a sector that has become more specialized”
explains Silvia Ondategui-Parra, partner of Global Life Sciences
of E&Y consultants. The world expenses in vaccines
accounted for some 41 billion US dollars in 2018 (35
billion euros) (...) The governments of big countries, however,
are doing an effort to advance to the companies the funding they
need. (...) Experts of the industry explain that this funding is
structured in a way similar to the venture capital ones. it is
provided on a step by step fashion and it is condiitioned to the
vaccine fulfilling development mifestones. ” (La Vanguardia, 03-
08-2020). As a matter of fact, the following purchase agreements
have been disclosed for the following amounts: “7he United
Kingdom already counts six big agreements that assure it almost
400 million doses of different vaccines, after the ones reached
with the British GSK and the French Sanofi (60 million doses),
with the Oxford University and AstraZeneca (100 miflion doses
and 72.5 miflion euros for research), with the American Pfizer
and the German BioNTech (30 million doses) and the French
Valneva (up till 100 miflion doses that will be produced in
Scotland). In addition, the Indian pharmaceutical company
Wockhardt will do in Wales the process of filling and finishing of
millions of doses of several vaccines of Covid for the United
Kingdom. The United States has also accelerated contracts in the
last days, after Russia announced that it has finalized its vaccine
(Sputnik V), a process which the scientific community and the
WHO are suspicious of, the latter preferring not to evaluate its
security and having asked the Government of Viadimir Putin to
inform about its development process. For the time being,
Vietnam, that also works in its own vaccine, announced the
purchase of between 50 and 150 million doses of Sputnik V. The
last agreement of Donald Trump has been with Moderna, that
will receive 1.53 billion dollars to manufacture and deliver
100 million doses of its vaccine once it is approved. Trump’s
Administration has bought 100 million doses to Pfizer-BioNTech
for 1.9 billion dollars; 300 million to AstraZeneca (fo whom



Oxford licensed the vaccine back in April) for 1.2 billion dollars;
100 million initial doses to J&/ for 1 billion dollars; 100 million
with the option to other 500 to Sanofi-GSK for 2.1 billion
dollars; and 100 million to Novavax for 1.6 billion dollars.

The UE has also performed some steps. Yesterday Friday it closed
the purchase of 300 million doses of the potential vaccine of
AstraZeneca and Oxford, with option for 100 million more doses,

for an unrevealed price. It turmns out to be, according to the
Community Executive, which negotiates in the name of the 27
States, the first agreement of anticipated purchase. On Thursday
the possible purchase of 200 million doses to J&J, with the option
to other 200 million, if the vaccine shows to be secure and
efficient, was announced. In July the negotiations with Sanofi to
reserve 300 million doses of its vaccine were concluded. On the
meanwhile, it negotiates the access to those of Pfizer, Moderna
and CureVac. The pact with AstraZeneca comes after the one
reached in June by the British pharmaceutical and the Inclusive
Vaccines Alliance (IVA) of Europe, a group formed by France,

Germany, ltaly and the Netherlands, open to other countries, to
supply 400 million doses. Other countries have also negotiated
to acquire the treatment. It s the case of Switzerland, that has
bought 4.5 million doses to Moderna, assigning to it a budget of
270 miflion euros. Japan's Government has bought 120 million
doses to Pfizer-BioNTech, that would be supplied on the first
semester of 2021, as well as other 120 million doses to
AstraZeneca, while it keeps negotiating with Johnson & Johnson.

Regarding he Japanese pharmaceutical Takeda, it will
manufacture and sell annually up to 250 million doses of the
Novavax vaccine in Japan. AstraZeneca has agreed with the
governments of Argentina and Mexico to fabricate there up till
400 million doses of its vaccine for Latin America. Moderna and
Pfizer-BioNTech will supply, as well, millions of doses of its
vaccines to Canada in case they are approved. Israel was one of
the first countries to sign a supply agreement with Moderna, as
well as another with the Californian pharmaceutical company
Arcturus Therapeutics. ” (Expansion, 15-08-2020).

The US alone plans to pay a total of 9.38 billion dollars in the
vaccine auction (as of today), that is, 22% of the year turnover
in vaccines of 2018. The rush to be the first one and the secrecy
of the various developments are one more sample of capitalist
anarchy of production that cannot but result in worse
developments, with more side effects, etc. Notwithstanding the
tests performed with the same rush upon distinct groups of
individuals, officially or unofficially, and the military control of
the developments: “China approved this Monday the use among
the soldliers of its Army of the coronavirus vaccine developed by
the  Military  Scientific  Institute  and  the  Chinese
biopharmaceutical company CanSino Biologics. ” (La Vanguardia,
29-06-2020). “Thousands, but not tens of thousands, of

“volunteers ” -the term Guinea pig is politically incorrect and has

disappeared from the sanitary terminology even if it is useful to
understand each other — already participate all over the world in
the essays to find a vaccine. (...) The first volunteers in Oxford
were compensated with £390 —according to the rates stipulated
by the center webpage -. The 155 people selected by the National
Institutes of Health in the US (better known as NIH), in Bethesda,
close to the federal capital were applied the usual
compensations: US$200 for vaccination —general treatments
usually include from one to four- and US$175 for each visit.
Oppositely, according to The Telegraph, British Imperial College
NHS Trust has paid between £190 and £625 to its first 1,112
volunteers. ” (La Vanguardia, 14-06-2020). The bourgeois press
does not inform about it, but of course we can be positive that
many developments might have been initially tested upon prison
inmates, marginal neighborhoods, “cooperation” missions, etc.

Finally, another big business field of the pharmaceutical
companies in the current situation, that we cannot fail to
mention, is the manufacturing and sale of tests. Once again, their
trustworthiness is absolutely secondary, the important thing is to
sell, relying in this case on promoting the irrational fear to
infection and to the false security that can be provided by tests
that define themselves as having little reliability in asymptomatic
cases. An example of this has been given by the government of
Andorra, that has performed two waves of serological tests to all
its population (a total amount of 138,000 tests) with completely
different results that do not allow to come down to any
conclusion, besides the attempt of the government of the country
to present it as “secure” for the visitors, with the only aim to try
to keep them going there to spend their money. In this race, one
of the companies that is taking most advantage of the situation
is the Spanish Grifols, that has even created an own test, called
TMA, that expects to compete with the spread PCR tests (La
Vanguardia, 06-05-2020), in addition to acquire part of the
concurrence, even the Chinese one: “Grifols, the Catalan
multinational of blood products, closed yesterday the agreement
that turns it into the first shareholder of its Chinese homolog
Shanghai RAAS, the biggest Asian company in the production of
plasm-derived drugs and blood diagnostic tests. ” (La Vanguardia,
28-03-2020).

As Marxists we must denounce any pretension of objectivity
of all the studies and products of the pharmaceutical industry, as
well as of all the rest, and search in the material sphere the root
cause of the various clashes, always riveting that in a class
society the “objective truth” does not exist and that only by
means of the proletarian revolution and the abolition of the
classes will we be able to reach the rational application and
objective improvement of the pharmaceutical and any other kind
of knowledge.

Documentary (in spanish): https://youtu.be/chHHgCdlkHw

“Alternativa al sistema mercantil

capitalista”




FINANCIAL CAPITAL, OIL AND TRADE WAR

The financial response of the bourgeoisie to the
crisis, add fuel to the fire

The excuse of Covid-19 has spurred the great imperialist
powers to unleash the measures with which they try to dismount
their competitors, with whom they share the vain hope -
completely illusory - of overcoming the overproduction crisis with
monetary measures.

The following lines are an update and a confirmation of what
was stated in EI Comunista n°63 in the article “Deflation is a
product of the overproduction of capital and commodiities ”.

The ECB had already resumed the "Asset Purchase Program"
in August 2019, with which it has been acquiring €20 billion of
state or corporate debt per month. To this program, from the first
moment, a package of €120 billion was added, launched on
March 12", 2020. Then, on March 18", 2020, a new "“Pandemic
Emergency Purchase Program” was launched as a complement
to the previous ones, initially worth €750 billion, an amount that
has been raised to €1.35 trillion.

“The ECB has two plans to purchase debt: the traditional
Asset Purchase Program (APP), through which it acquires €20
billion per month, and the Pandemic Emergency Purchase
Program (PEPP) by which it will invest a maximum package of
1.35 trillion in debt with total flexibility unti|, at least June
2021. " (Expansion, 14-08-2020).

If the restart of the asset purchase program August 2019
generated doubts in the ECB whether there was enough non-
toxic debt to buy, with the addition of the second program, it has
become completely necessary to throw away any mask of
“financial orthodoxy":

“The ECB will also accept as collateral the loans with lower
credit quality and foreign-currency loans. ” (Expansion, 08-04-
2020).

Recently, the ECB has decided “(...) fo include the MARF
[Mercado Alternativo de Renta Fija — Alternative Fixed-Income
Market] in the list of markets where the debt can be bought.”
(Expansidn, 14-08-2020). But, despite the non-negligible volume
of this bond and promissory note market, that "At the end of
2019 the MARF had an outstanding balance, between bonds and
promissory notes, of 5.1153 billion” (Expansion, 14-08-2020),
this is nothing to the current (and future) debt-eating appetite:

“By mid-2021 - the date on which the Pandemic Emergency
Purchase Program (PEPP) is scheduled to end - the central bank
will have 27% of all circulating public debt in the euro area on
its balance sheet. Currently, the percentage stands at 19%."
(Expansién, 25-06-2020).

DEUDA SOBERANA EN MANOS DEL BCE
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This simply means that the European bourgeoisie (as the rest
of the bourgeoisies of the world do) has bought their own debt
with a simple split of personality. What in an individual would be
diagnosed as schizophrenia, in the insane modern capitalist
economy is considered an operation of great deepness.

On the other hand, interest rates have been formally left at
0% and -0.5% (which is in itself an incontestable demonstration
of the relative overproduction of capital) but, in reality, these
rates have been reduced for large banks: “7he Frankfurt-based
institution kept the deposit rate and interest rates at -0.5%
and 0%, respectively, but indirectly it has lowered the price of
money. The ECB has announced the improvement as of June in
the condiitions of its large injections of liquidity, known as TLTRO,
through which it diistributes money to banks on a quarterly basis
on the condiition that they then lend it to companies and families.
(...) If they meet this condition, banks can earn up to 1% for
asking for money from the ECB and granting loans, (...)
In addlition, yesterday [the ECB] /aunched a new modality of open
bar for banks, which has been called Pandemic Emergency Long-
Term Refinancing Operations (PELTRO), by which entities can
earn up to 0.25% simply for the act of borrowing.”
(Expansién, 01-05-2020).

In other words, the real interest rate is not 0% but something
between -0.25% and -1%. The ECB pays to lend money: world
capitalism is trapped in this contradiction as a result of the crisis
of overproduction...

Thanks to the negative interest in this type of loan, European
banks “will be able to get about €3 billion that result after
applying the beneficial effects of the latest monetary measures
applied, without which the banks would face an annual penalty
of more than €10 billion." (Expansion, 22-05-2020). Not
surprisingly, many banks joined the first liquidity auction under
these conditions: “7he £CB hand’s out to 742 banks the record of
$1.3 trillion in three-year loans. ” (El Pais, 19-06-2020).

The Federal Reserve (Fed), for its part, has abandoned its
attempts to proclaim a return to positive interest rates and has
launched itself with impetus down the same path as the ECB, a
path that the Fed itself inaugurated after the 2008 crack:
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“The Fed plans to keep interest rates at zero until 2022
(...) Since mid-May, when the coronavirus crisis became evident
in the United States, the Fed has bought Treasuries and
debt backed with real estate assets worth 32 trillion.

In addition, it announced in April another loan plan of
$2.3 trillion aimed to States, municipalities and SMEs,
which represents an unprecedented intervention. ” (Expansién,
11-06-2020).

Gobbling up debt and giving away money has its effects:



“The unlimited support measures by the Fed are weighing on
its balance sheet, which has alreadly shot above $6.5 trillion, $2.6
triflion more than a year ago. ” (Expansion, 03-04-2020).

“USA’s public debt has skyrocketed to over $25 trillion, 15%
more than a year ago (...)

Only from April to June, the public debt will increase by three
trillion dollars, five times more than the previous record
registered during the crisis that erupted in 2008.

According to Reuters data, 65% of public debt is in the hands
of the Fed, pension funds, mutuals and other US investors.
Foreign investors assume around 6.8 trillion of the country's
debt. ” (Expansion, 21-05-2020).

In EI Comunista n°63 we echoed that “/nvestors ask for more
Interest on two-year bonds than at 10 (...)” (Expansion 15-08-
2019). In other words, the capitalists themselves see the short-
term future very dark and they projected their hopes 10 years
ahead. Well, this horizon of bourgeois illusion seems to have
moved away 10 years more: “The United States Treasury
yesterday carried out an issue of twenty-year bonds worth $ 20
billion. This is the first time since 1986 that the world's largest
economy has issued debt with this term. " (Expansion, 21-05-
2020).

What is the importance for Marxists of this tendency to fall
of the interest rate getting even in negative ranges?

“All other condiitions taken as equal, ie, assuming the
proportion between interest and total profit to be more or less
constant, the functioning capitalist is able and willing to pay a
higher or lower interest directly proportional to the level of the
rate of profit.

Since we have seen that the rate of profit is inversely
proportional to the development of -capitalist
production, it follows that the higher or lower rate of
interest in a country is in the same inverse proportion
to the degree of industrial development (...) In this sense
it may be said that interest is regulated through profit, or, more
precisely, the general rate of profit. And this mode of requlating
Interest applies even to its average.

In any event the average rate of profit is to be regarded as
the ultimate determinant of the maximum limit of interest. ” (The
Capital, Volume Il, Chapter XXII, K. Marx).

That is, the average interest rate will always be lower than
the general rate of profit, the second is the higher limit of the
first: no capitalist will borrow money at higher interest rate than
the rate of profit that he hopes to obtain with the investment of
the borrowed capital. The tendency of the rate of profit to
fall is translated into the chronic collapse of interest
rates and the inability of central banks to increase
them in a lasting way.

Where does all this additional amount of injected liquidity go?
This liquidity does not find a place in real production and must
be directed towards speculation: the swelling of the stock market,
the increase in the price of gold, the overflowing deposits of US
banks in which “two trillion dollars” accumulate (Expansién, 23-
06-2020) and the fall of the dollar are the result... “7he mass of
small dispersed capitals is thereby driven along the adventurous
road of speculation, crediit frauds, stock swindles, and crises. "
(Capital, Volume IlI, K. Marx).

The ECB has also “deactivated the banking countercyclical
buffers ” (Expansion, 08-06-2020) and has restricted the payment
of dividends to banks to force them to retain €27 billion
(Expansién, 27-07-2020). This restriction has two aspects: on the
one hand, the banks that have suffered large falls in their stock
prices, consider that “not paying the shareholder will further
lower the depressed prices of European banks. Many of them are
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trading at 0.5 times their book value. " (Expansion, 28-07-2020)
and, on the other hand, it is one more episode of what our
current has defined as the "social slaughter of the middle
classes": only in the Spanish state there are “5.96 million of
shareholders of the six banks of the Ibex 35” (Expansion 27-07-
2020) who will be deprived of their parasitic income.

In addition to all the above measures, the various states of
the world have proceeded to all kinds of postponement and
suspension of company taxes, subsidies for labor costs and
unemployment with exemption from paying contributions (so
that companies would not have to pay wages or compensation
for dismissal and could simply "park" the workers), support to
companies through guarantees, credits and recapitalizations.

In this context of a drugged capitalist economy, the debt of
companies in Europe and the US has grown: “Furozone entities
financed companies in the region with 73 billion, which is the
second highest record in the history of the single currency, only
surpassed by the 121 billion of new financing granted in March. "
(Expansion, 02-06-2020).

In the US, loans to SMEs have been approved without interest
or guarantees that could be converted into subsidies depending
on the percentage of staff they retain, while in Europe the
“recapitalization” of companies has been approved by direct
intervention in the purchase of shares.

"It indicates that the recapitalization operations must be
undertaken before December 3T1° of this year and sets the
desirable expiration date of the public presence in the capital at
two years, in general.” (Expansion, 23-04-2020). The method
with which the bourgeoisie wants to achieve this time limitation
is very curious: “The incentive to encourage reprivatization will
consist, essentially, in the payment of interest to the State that
will go on increasing (...) For direct equity holdings, the
Commission establishes that it from 2023 on, the Government
has not returned at least 40% of the package obtained with the
money injection, the Government will receive an additional
percentage of released titles of, at least, 10% of the participation
that the Government would still keep at that
moment. ” (Expansion, 23-04-2020).

In other words, the recapitalized company will be subjected
to increasing interest and if at least 40% of the injection package
has not been recovered before 2023, it will have to give an
additional 10% to the State... anyone would say that this will
produce the opposite effects to those desired by its designers...

Today's capitalism tries to drown its diseases with more
injections of capitalism, just as the heroin addict tries to
overcome his withdrawal syndrome with more injections of
heroin that only prepare the next bigger withdrawal syndrome.

It would have been enough if these so-called economists had
read the following quote in The Capital, although their class
interest and their defense of the capitalist system will never allow
them to accept the fact:

“The entire artificial system of forced expansion of the
reproduction process cannot. of course, be remedied by having
some bank, like the Bank of England, give to all the swindlers
the deficient capital by means of its paper and having it buy up
all the depreciated commodities at their old nominal values.”
(The Capital, Volume I, K. Marx)

The collapse of the oil price

0Oil has played a very important role in the last phase of
capitalism, especially after the bankruptcy of the Bretton Woods
agreements, with petrodollars being the basis on which the
dollar has maintained its role despite the breakdown of these



agreements. Remember that the decision to sell oil in euros and
not in dollars costed his life to Saddam Hussein and that an
important part of US imperialist policy in the world and in
Venezuela and the Middle East in particular has been aimed at
maintaining the price of oil elevated to make shale gas and oil
profitable.

A determining element of the situation preceding the
appearance of Covid-19 was the sustained fall in the price of oil.

01-01-19 01-07-19 01-01-20 01-07-20

The US had tried to reverse this dynamic through a false flag
attack on the largest Saudi refinery on July 16", 2019 and the
subsequent assassination on January 3“, 2020 of Iranian General
Soleimani in Baghdad by the US army. They tried again after the
price crash in April, threatening to destroy Iranian ships, with no
lasting success.

Neither have been of much use the oligopolistic efforts of the
countries of the “enlarged OPEC”, with Russia, which during
these months have tried to make agreements that were broken
before being signed or only signed to breach them the day after.

In fact, not even when they have been compliant with the
agreements have those achieved the desired effect: “the /EA
report emphasizes that “there is no feasible agreement that can
reduce supply enough to compensate for the loss of demand in
the short term ", " (Expansion, 16-04-2020).

It seemed for a while that the US had achieved a reduction in
the extraction costs of fracking below $25 per barrel, but the
current situation has shown that this was an illusion projected
abroad: “crude oil once again lived a black day, with a collapse
of more than 100% in its American variety, the West Texas
Intermediiate, which has placed the price of black gold in
negative for the first time in its history. (...).

The price of a barrel in Texas yesterday stood at $-37.6 a
barrel, going negative for the first time in history. This is, a figure
that implies massive losses for the producers. " (Expansion, 21-
04-2020).

Faced with this situation, the State came to the service of
Capital, in this case, North American State and Capital: “7rump
has moved in three directions. the purchase of production to limit
the excess of supply (expanding the Strategic Reserves by 75
million barrels, as announced on Monday), directly rescuing the
sector in his country, to avoid job loss, and trying to contain the
arrival of oil to consuming countries with this latest movement,
which would give time to expand capacity storage in consuming
countries, especially in the US. " (Expansion, 23-04-2020).

It is important to see that the US bourgeoisie itself admits
that “The situation was already showing worrying signs before
Covid-19. According to Moody's, 91% of US corporate
bankruptcies in the last quarter of last year occurred in the oil

and gas sector. (...) Last year the fracking firms could not pay
3526 billion dollars of debts. (...) The consultancy Rystad
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estimates that even if a barrel recovered the 320, 533 American
oil companies could declare themselves insolvent in 2021. But if
prices remain at $10, there could be more than 1,100
bankruptcies, practically all of the companies. ” (La Vanguardia,

22-04-2020).

In reality, American companies have to sell their gas to the
point that they have displaced Algerian gas, exceeding the later
in the entry of gas into the Spanish state (33,000 GWh from the
United States against 30,000 GWh from Algeria). To the question
of how the gas transported by ship can displace the gas pumped
through a fixed structure such as Medgaz, the answer is:
“Spanish gas operators are finding better prices in the 'spot’
market, whose fall is around 75% of the price of a year ago. "
(El Confidencial, 18-07-2020).

Such is the global oil overproduction that “73% of the 1,015
oil tankers operating around the world today are dedicated to
storage when the normal thing is that only 2% or 3% of the fleet
is used. (...) The daily rates for storing crude have reached
around $250,000 in the case of large ones, more than twenty
times more than in other years. " (El Pais, 31-05-2020).

In general, large groups of the world bourgeoisie have been
preparing a certain transition through the mass media movement
“for global climate”:

“Investment in renewable energy will surpass fossil energy
for the first time in 2021. The market will reach around 14 billion
euros in the next decade. (...) In the US, change is already a
reality. The sun and the wind will represent 76% of the new
enerqgy generation sources installed this year. In 2019, the annual
consumption of renewable energy sources exceeded that of fossil
fuels for the first time since 1885, that is, in more than 130 years,
according to data from the energy administration. (...)
Compared to 2010 costs, photovoltaic solar energy registered
the greatest decrease, falling by 82 %, onshore wind by 39% and
offshore by 29%. ” (La Vanguardia, 22-06-2020).

“The London Stock Exchange encourages oil companies to
list their renewable enerqy companies (...) Total, Repsol and
Shell's ‘green’ businesses could be worth 22, 9 and 6.5 billion. "
(Expansion, 25-07-2020).

The trade war

The trade war among the different imperialist powers continues its
course in the same sense that it has been exposed in previous issues
of this publication: with China on the rise and the US on a decline which
is trying to stop unsuccessfully.

US attempts to put up retaining walls to the expansion of China, but
also of the rest of the competing powers, have manifested in a general
increase in customs tariff measures. The irony of the situation is that
the main promoter of these measures, that is, the US, usually suffers
the greater consequences due to its dependence on the production of
other countries and the interconnection of the world market.

In this trade war, the losing contender has to try to survive by all
means, even by means that end up hurting it, such as customs tariffs.
Itis not about its awareness of the facts, not even its subjective will, this
would not be Marxism. It is about what acts the American bourgeoisie
(or fractions of it) is forced to carry out, due to the effect of their material
situation. And in the current situation of imperialism, the US can only
choose among loser moves.

The irruption of SARS-CoV-2 occurred just at the time of the
Chinese New Year celebration. For this event in China there are 3 billion
displacements, probably the highest concentration of displacements in
a few days in the history of mankind: the ideal scenario for the spread
of a virus. The response of the Chinese capitalist government was
overwhelming, but it entailed the shutdown for weeks of factories
across the country, not just in Wuhan. Interestingly, the virus moved
from China very selectively to South Korea and Iran and then to Italy



and Spain, countries that had made recent trade agreements with
China. In February, the US Undersecretary of State (Robert Strayer)
had visited Spain and Italy, as well as the other European countries,
launching harsh threats if the implementation of 5G was not stopped.
Threats that were repeated, multiplied, days later at the meeting on
strategic issues in Munich.

The apparent paradox that the means used turn against the one
who has been forced to put them into action and, once the situation in
China is over, the effects of SARS-CoV-2 affect other competitors,
cannot prevent us from seeing that it has been a severe blow to the
Chinese economy and could have been even more so. The fact that the
Chinese bourgeoisie has managed to block the coup and overcome it,
does not exclude intentionality in the action: if someone shoots another
but does not kill him, he still has shot him, even if the second manages
to strangle the first afterwards.

We Marxists never forget this old maxim of Carl von Clausewitz:
"War is a mere continuation of policy by other means" Marxists also
know that whoever starts a war in the military field usually loses it. The
strong rival does not normally need to start the war as he is improving
his positions, organizing and expanding the siege. It is the weak rival
who needs desperate action and, in a dialectical way, is at the same
time the one who is the least prepared to survive it.

In fact, this is the situation of the US in the recent decades,
when it has lost most of the wars it has started, making it clear that it
has actually been retreating, trying to slow down the decline of its
hegemony in the capitalist world. But this did not exclude nor does
exclude that the American bourgeoisie starts other wars, directly or
indirectly, as the analyses of our current indicate: "In these three stages
the thermometer is the breakdown of equilibrium by, first and foremost
-let the idliots excuse us- the United States and not by the USSR." (The
course of world capitalism, 1958).

We will now go on to review the latest events of the trade war.

Protection against takeover bids: One of the main characteristics
of the imperialist phase of capitalism (Lenin, 1916) is the export of
capital and not just merchandise.

Taking advantage of the fact that the aggravation of the
overproduction crisis has sunk the market capitalization of many
companies in important sectors, there has been a series of purchases,
such as those made by the Saudi oil company Aramco: “a total amount
of about a billion dollars in four of the main European oil companies:
Royal Dutch Shell, Total, Eni and Equinor." (Expansion, 10-04-2020).

Faced with this possibility, the various national bourgeoisies have
taken measures to block the purchase of strategic packages in their
companies: “From Canada to Australia, passing through Europe, India
and Japan, governments of different political signs are taking
emergency measures to protect their "strategic” companies from
foreign investors, fearing that they will take advantage of the fall in
valuations due to the coronavirus to try to take control of them at
bargain prices." (Expansion, 27-04-2020). Obviously, the powerful
buyer from whom everyone is trying to protect themselves is not Saudi
Arabia... but China.

Technological and 5G: Another field in which a real war is taking
place is in the introduction of 5G technology.

The US is trying to block the implementation of this
technology. The reason is simple, it means becoming technologically
dependent on China, which is the power that has put itself in the
position to develop it.

Differences between 4G, 4G+ and 5G

4G 4G+ 5G
Speed (Mbps) 200 1200 10000
Latency (milliseconds) 100 20 1-2

Theoretical maximum values. Regarding latency, the lower the value, the better.

If it does not manage to block its implementation on a global scale,
the US faces the dilemma of staying in the prehistory of technology
(something similar to continuing to travel by carriage in the age of the
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railways) or to submit to Chinese technology with all its implications.
We are facing a true potential casus belli.

The US has tried to pressure the EU that the use of 5G would
endanger NATO and has managed to get the UK to veto the
implementation of 5G and begin the withdrawal of Huawei components
from its networks.

The US veto on the sale of chips to Huawei has been tightened and
now extends to any company that produces chips with American
technology. This affects the main chip maker, Taiwanese TSMC, which
has now stopped selling chips to Huawei.

All of this has had an impact on Huawei. "The company believes
that these new limitations will affect the "expansion, maintenance and
operation of networks worth hundreds of billions of dollars" that Huawei
has deployed in more than 170 countries." (Expansion, 19-05-2020).

The Chinese company announced "its results for the first semester,
a period in which its revenues fell by 13%, to 64.9 billion dollars, due to
the impact of the US veto and restrictions in other countries".
(Expansién, 15-07-2020).

On the other hand, the US has banned the Chinese application
TikTok, as of September 15, 2020, facilitating the purchase of it in the
US by Microsoft. This application has also been banned in India.

But the trade war in the technology sector is not only fought against
the expansion of Chinese companies, the EU also fights its particular
war against American technology companies, while it shows itself
incapable of developing an alternative to them: “(...) between 2017 and
2018, Brussels imposed fines on Google of more than 6.7 billion euros
(2.4 billion and 4.34 billion, respectively) for restrictive competition
practices. Also in 2018, it sanctioned Qualcomm with almost one billion
euros for abuse of a dominant position in the market for chips for 4G
mobile devices. Previously, the main antagonist of the European Union
was Microsoft, to which Brussels imposed several fines between 2004
and 2013 for an amount exceeding 2.2 billion euros.” (Expansion, 02-
06-2020).

Tourism: The war that was being waged in the tourism sector has
intensified as there are now have new weapons such as mandatory
quarantines, bans on traveling to certain destinations, etc. Here too, aid
and subsidies to national industries have rained down. For example,
France (the world's leading tourist power with 90 million visitors for
which tourism accounts for 8% of GDP) has launched “a rescue plan of
€18 billion (...). The figure is 3 billion higher than the plans for the
aeronautical industry and 10 billion higher than the package for the
automobile” (El Pais, 14-06-2020). In the case of Spain, tourism
accounts for 12% and the approved aid amounts to €4.252 billion while
losses calculated by the employers of the sector account for €80 billion.
Italy, the fifth most visited country in the world, for which tourism
represents 13% of GDP, has chosen to subsidize €500 to families to
spend on holidays. And so on.

Space: Taking advantage of the proximity of Mars, China and
several other countries have sent unmanned probes to the planet:
“Tianwen-1 is the second mission that leaves for Mars this week, after
the probe that the United Arab Emirates sent from Japan on Monday.
The US will launch Perseverance, its most sophisticated rover, on July
30t.” (El Pais, 24-07-2020).

The Starlink project that plans to put 42,000 small satellites into
orbit to provide broadband is not configured as a possible alternative to
5G because as Elon Musk admits: ‘it is not good for high-density
situations. We have a small number of clients in Los Angeles, but we
cannot serve many clients in Los Angeles because the bandwidth
available per cell is not large enough.” From the same business group
as Starlink, SpaceX recently completed the first private manned space
flight. Certainly, space is not going to be spared from the trade war...
Meanwhile, and with overtly non-commercial connotations, Iran has put
its first military satellite into orbit (La Vanguardia, 23-04-2020).

China-US-EU: Despite pressure from the US to join the pressure
on China, the EU is resisting.

The EU's mutual relationship with China is growing: “Bejjing was
Berlin's most important trading partner in 2019 for the fourth
consecutive year. Last year, bilateral trade totaled just over €206 billion,
ahead of the United States and the Netherlands. German Chancellor



Angela Merkel has traveled a dozen times on an official visit to China
and has dedicated a central place to relations with the Asian giant in
the rotating presidency of the EU, which began on July 1s.” (El Pais,
13-08-2020). "The European opening has also facilitated a growing
Chinese investment, which went from just 700 million euros in 2008 to
breaking the annual record in 2016 with €37 billion." (E| Pais, 30-07-
2020).

However, the EU continues to aspire to have its own imperialist role,
to a certain equidistance from both the US and China. According to
statements by Josep Borrell, the EU's high foreign representative: “/
told the Chinese foreign minister: don't worry. Europe is not going to
embark on any cold war with China”. (La Vanguardia, 11-06-2020). Or
what the German Foreign Minister, Heiko Maas says: “Without the
involvement of China it will not be possible to overcome the great global
challenges of our times. {(...) If the European Union comes together in
front of China, it will be possible to assert our expectations. (...) Europe
needs to take a stronger position, especially with regard to our own
security; but also when it comes to critical infrastructures and new
technologies, we should not be overly dependent on others. However,
we are also and will continue to be close partners in the Transatlantic
Alliance. We should become more European and, at the same time,
continue to be transatlantic.” (La Vanguardia, 21-06-2020).

Aviation and automotive sector: As part of its trade war with
China, “The Donald Trump Administration will ban the flights of Chinese
airlines in retaliation for the restrictions still in force by the Government
of Beijing. The blockade will begin on June 16t (...) The measure
affects Air China, China Eastern Air, China Southern and Hainan
Airlines, which have continued to fly to the United States throughout the
pandemic and currently operate four weekly flights to North American
territory.” (Expansion, 04-06-2020).

For its part, the US announced in August 2020 that it will maintain
the custom tariffs imposed since October 2019 on the EU that are
justified in the aid that the EU gave Airbus for its competition against
Boeing, which have been considered abusive by the WTO. The custom
tariffs affect products worth $7.5 billion a year and particularly affect
agriculture, another sector in which the US and the EU are direct
competitors.

The rest of competitors have also taken measures to protect and
help their airlines or automobile companies by means of millionaire
bailouts.

Among European airlines, the French government injected €15
billion in aid for the aeronautical sector. Of these, 7 billion will go to the

airline Air France (El Pais, 28-04-2020). Likewise, KLM received 3.4
billion from the Dutch government (La Vanguardia, 27-06-2020). The
German Lufthansa was also rescued with a package of €9 billion by the
German government, while Portugal injected €1.2 billion to the airline
TAP Air Portugal and "ltaly wants to support Alitalia with 3 billion to save
it from bankruptcy." (E! Pais, 04-07-2020). In the Spanish state, the
government is preparing the rescue of Air Europa so that it can be
bought by Iberia within a fund of 10 billion for bailouts.

Also in the United Kingdom, the government allocated €680 million
to the rescue of the British airline EasyJet and in the United States,
Congress approved a stimulus package to inject $25 billion of liquidity
into the aeronautical sector.

In South America, the Colombian airline Avianca, the Chilean-
Brazilian airline LATAM and Aeroméxico filed for bankruptcy in the US
in order to benefit from the financial reorganization process established
by the bankruptcy law of that country.

The biggest loser is the Ryanair airline that has been blowing up
prices, making it difficult for state airlines to compete for all these years
and now receives as a punishment not only the denial of aid but the
consecutive nullification, in the Spanish state, first of the collective
dismissal which it raised and afterwards the suspension of contracts it
attempted. In the fight between states to prop up their airlines, upstart
Ryanair will deserve no other consideration than this.

In the automobile sector, the states also inject millions in aid to
avoid the bankruptcy of companies. The French state announced aid
worth €8 billion to the automobile sector, the Spanish state approved a
rescue plan of €3.75 billion and in the case of Germany, ‘the state
approved an incentive package for the automotive sector which
reaches €11.7 billion.”

(El Economista, 8-06-2020).

Despite all the aid and bailouts received from different states,
airlines and automotive companies continue to lay off thousands of
workers. European aeronautics Airbus will cut 15,000 jobs, while Air
France will cut 7,500. Likewise, the American Boeing will lay off 16,000
workers, 10% of its workforce. In the automotive sector, "Renault will
cut 15,000 jobs and will withdraw to France" (La Vanguardia, 30-05-
2020), which represents 8% of its workforce. In Spain, the Japanese
company Nissan announced the closure of all its plants, which will
mean the direct dismissal of 2,525 workers, plus all indirect dismissals
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SOCIAL CONTROL AND REPRESSION

The crisis of overproduction forces a drastic reduction in the
living and working conditions of the world working class, and an
increase in the industrial reserve army. Between the months of
April and June, the ILO itself foresees the destruction of 195
million jobs:

“ILO. the virus will eliminate 195 million jobs
worldwide. (...) Strict or partial quarantine measures
currently affect 2.7 billion workers, representing 81%
of the world workforce. (...) By regions, the greatest
reductions in working hours have been registered in Arabian
countries, with an 8.1% that equals to five million full-time
workers. In Europe, 7.8% of working hours will be lost
representing twelve million employees. In Asia-Pacific, the most
populated area in the world, 7.2% of working hours will be lost.
In other words, 125 million full-time workers will lose their jobs. "
(Expansion, 08-04-2020).

In fact, there will be many more jobs destroyed and workers
who will lose their jobs due to part-time hiring.

In anticipation of the clashes (even spontaneous) that will
occur in reaction to these reductions, as well as for the
preparation of the militarization necessary for the third world
war, worldwide bourgeoisie has implemented a series of control
measures that were prepared even before Covid-19 came on
stage and that this bourgeoisie now intends to legitimize with
the excuse of preventing the spread of the virus.

The first and most obvious measures have been the
restrictions of movement, the massive house arrest of the
population at their homes, the curfew imposition, the imposition
of specific time slots to go outside, and the deployment of the
police and the army in the streets to make sure that all these
measures are fulfilled.

Through technological development, the bourgeoisie controls,
and is controlling, the movement of the population through
mobile phones and the data collected by telephone companies
or through Internet search engines, such as Google: “7he
governments of all over the world are looking for how to use big
data (...) Google, on the other hand, only has to use the data it
already has from billions of users of its maps to know, as
published yesterday, what is the degree of mobility of citizens of
131 countries and their regions (...). ” (La Vanguardia, 04-04-
2020).

The pandemic fits the bourgeoisie and its states like a glove
to eliminate without difficulty all the previous criticism about the
use of data for population control.:

“Telefonica and seven other telecommunications operators
will provide the location data of their mobile phone users to the
European Commission to facilitate monitoring of the spread of
the coronavirus. (...) In fact in Austria, Italy or the United
Kingdom statistical studlies are already being carried out based
on mobile phone data, not without some controversy. Last week
in ltaly, it became known, for example, that 40% of Lombardy
citizens (...) continued to move regularly despite the
confinement decree, information obtained through the
geolocation of their mobiles, " (La Vanguardia, 27-03-2020).

In the Spanish state: “7he Boletin Oficial del Estado (BOE)
[Official State Gazette] published yesterday an order from the
Ministry of Health for the State Secretariat for Digitalization and
Artificial Intelligence to entrust the INE [Statistics National
Institute] with a study of the mobility of citizens before and
during the state of alarm that will be based on the geolocation
data of mobile phones available from telecommunications
operators”. (La Vanguardia, 30-03-2020).
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With the pretext of preventing the spread of the virus, the
figure of the so-called #racer has been created. This “medical
police” has been established worldwide and is dedicated to
interrogate the supposedly infected people and obtaining
information from them about where they have been, who they
have seen, etc. and from there call all the contacts and continue
with the interrogations. In this way, on the one hand,
"snitching" and "denunciation" are normalized and, on the
other, a facelift is made to these "medical police". It is no
coincidence that several countries have trained the military to
carry out this task.

" Belgium. The Belgian government has announced that it
will hire 2,000 people to work in call centers tasked with
investigating suspected cases of coronavirus. {(...)

U.S. There are estimates that raise to 300,000 the people
needed to comply with a minimally effective tracing. (...) In
North Dakota, for example, authorities are recruiting medical
personnel from the reserve, seniors and military personnel to turn
them into a legion of tracers. (...) San Francisco has also
launched a pilot program with 250 tracers, while Massachusetts
(...) will hire about 1.000. (...)

In Ireland. The Army trains its youngest personnel to carry
out follow-up tasks and phone calls to possible contacts of an
infected person. (...) The tracers include Cadets from the Defense
Force and so far, more than 60,000 personal contacts have been
made.

Germany. (...) Angela Merkel's government has concluded
that it needs a team of five people for every 25,000 inhabitants,
and has announced the creation of 105 mobile teams financed
by the Ministry of Health.

UK. The government plans to hire 18,000 contact tracers and
aims to convince more than half the population to download and
use a new Covid-19 app. (...)

France. Mobile teams will be used to trace the contacts of
peaple infected with coronavirus, but they have not specified
how many contact tracers the country currently has. (...) A
contact tracing application is also running to combat the
coronavirus outbreak. The planned smartphone app would warn
users if they come into contact with someone infected with the
coronavirus, The Telegraph reports.

South Korea. In South Korea, where daily new case totals
have been mostly lower than the day before since late February,
authorities have rigorously traced individual’'s movements affter
testing positive. They have done this through interviews, GPS
phone tracing, credit card records, and surveillance camera
footage. Once possible virus carriers are identified, they are
tested.

Anonymous data showing patient movements are also
posted online, allowing others to identify whether they may have
come into contact with an infected person. (...)

Singapore and Hong Kong have also advocated testing
and contact tracing, and have had relatively low death rates so
far. The World Health Organization says it should be the
"backbone of the answer" in all countries. " (El diario.es, 04-05-
2020).

In the Spanish state, “The Ministry of Defense will train
tracers to control possible outbreaks of the coronavirus in the
field of the Armed Forces and collaborate with the
administrations that may request their support. " (El Pais, 25-07-
2020).

If this were not enough, applications for mobile phones have
been created in order to directly and individually control all the



contacts and the movements that are made and that also
encourage denunciation through the application. As examples
we can find the monitoring and control applications that have
been launched in Germany this June, those that are being tested
in the Spanish state, those that the Russian state in Moscow has
been using which granted permission to go out to the streets by
means of the application, or the applications that have been
made of mandatory use for mobility and access to public
establishments in China.

Under the pretext of the pandemic, the world bourgeoisie has
taken the opportunity to take the armies out onto the streets to
clean their image, on the one hand, and to better control the
social situation on the other.

The bourgeoisie makes use of technological advances to
improve direct police control of the population by means of
police robots, facial recognition cameras and computers that can
detect whether somebody is lying, etc. All these technologies had
already been developed and were being implemented for years
and now they are suddenly legitimized with the excuse of
transmission control:

“China has a new police robot that patrols train stations and
identifies criminals. (...) It informs the closest agents when it
fdentifies the face of a person in the criminal records {(...). "
(EuropaPress, 21-02-2017).

The Chinese bourgeoisie was among the first to fill streets
and buildings with facial recognition cameras, reaching more
than 300 million of this type of cameras. The bourgeoisies of
other countries have not spared criticism about the use that the
Chinese bourgeoisie made of these cameras... until they
themselves have been able to implement it in their own countries:

“The London Metropolitan Police (Scotland Yard) announced
this Friday that it will begin to use the controversial live facial
recognition (LFR) camera system to identify criminals in the city
streets within a month. (...). " (El Pais, 24-01-2020).

" The Ifema fairgrounds, one of the busiest places in Madrid,
where four million people pass through in a year, is installing
facial recognition cameras. It is the latest addition to a growing
list of buildings in the capital and its surroundings that already
have smart cameras capable of identifying people by comparing
the image on the camera with the ones included in a database.
" (El Pais, 27-11-2019).

Last year the existence of a lie detector that uses artificial
intelligence was published. “4 machine that asks questions to
travelers and controls their micro-expressions to determine their
sincerity is being tested. (...) It records the responses by
analyzing information such as their facial expressions, tone of
voice and verbal responses, and look for "signs of deception”
such as involuntary micro-expressions that trying to deceive
could provoke. The machine then makes a decision about the
honesty of the interviewee, categorizing him as green, yellow or
red. At a border control, those classified as green could go ahead
and everyone else would be questioned by a human guard. "
(Expansion, 11-08-2019).

In addition to all this, the bourgeoisie is fully aware of the
need to recruit an army among the working class that can launch
against the working class itself whenever it needs it, this is the
true character of the so-called “civic agents” that the
governments of various countries are recruiting:

“(...) The [Italian] Executive has announced the recruitment
of 60.000 volunteers who will watch over the streets throughout
the country for compliance with safety and social distancing
requiations. (...) This week the Government wants to publish the
announcement for recruitment, which will be aimed especially at
people without work who are receiving the citizen income that
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the 5 Star Movement (M55) implemented as a flagship measure.
That part of the population that is receiving the mentioned
subsiady will be forced to accept this “voluntary” work (...) each
civic assistant will have to control 1,000 citizens. " (El Pais, 26-
05-2020).

“Yesterday, the Turkish Parliament approved a law that
expands the prerogatives of the bekgi, a neighborhood and
market watchmen squad whose functions were until now similar
to those of the “serenos ”[old Spanish watchmen]. But from now
on they will be able to go armed, identify and register suspects,
reduce them using violence if they resist and detain them unti/
they are handed over to the security forces (...)" (El Pais, 12-06-
2020).

This is not new, this is a repetition of the steps of control and
preparation of the repression against the working class taken by
the Paris bourgeoisie after the February 1848 revolution and
before the repression on June of the same year: “ 7he February
Revolution had cast the army out of Paris. The National Guard,
that is, the bourgeoisie in its different gradations, constituted the
sole power. Alone, however, it did not feel itself a match for the
proletariat. Moreover, it was forced gradually and piecemeal to
open its ranks and admit armed proletarians, albeit after the
most tenacious resistance and after setting up a hundred
different obstacles. There consequently remained but one way
out: to play off part of the proletariat against the other.

For this purpose the Provisional Government formed twenty—
four battalions of Mobile Guards, each a thousand strong,
composed of young men from fifteen to twenty years old. They
belonged for the most part to the lumpen proletariat, which in
all big towns forms a mass sharply differentiated from the
industrial proletariat a recruiting ground for thieves and
criminals of all kinds living on the crumbs of society, people
without a definite trade, vagabonds, gens sans feu et sans aveu
[men without hearth or homej, varying according to the degree
of caivilization of the nation to which they belong, but never
renouncing their lazzarone character — at the youthful age at
which the Provisional Government recruited them, thoroughly
malleable, as capable of the most heroic deeds and the most
exalted sacrifices as of the basest banditry and the foulest
corruption. The Provisional Government paid them 1 franc 50
centimes a day; that is, it bought them. It gave them their own
uniform, that is, it made them outwardlly distinct from the blouse-
wearing workers. In part it assigned officers from the standing
army as their leaders; in part they themselves elected young sons
of the bourgeoisie whose rodomontades about death for the
fatherland and devotion to the republic captivated them.

And so, the Paris proletariat was confronted with an army,
drawn from its own midst, of 24,000 young, strong, foolhardy
men. it gave cheers for the Mobile Guard on its marches through
Paris. It acknowledged it to be its foremost fighters on the
barricades. It regarded it as the proletarian guard in
contradistinction to the bourgeois National Guard. Its error was
pardonable” (The Class Struggles in France, K. Marx, 1850).

In the educational sector, more social control with
the same or lower budget: For a few months now, we have
been witnessing an international debate on how and when to
reopen schools of all ages. A debate that leads to plenty of
controversy in the details: total face-to-face course or combine it
with online lessons, assistance in alternate weeks, age at which
to impose the mask use, student-to-teacher ratios, distances and
a long etcetera.

All these controversies and reopening plans take us away
from the real grounds of the decision: the need to open or close



depends on the capability of the working class to take care of
their children in the current situation of crisis and general closure.
Many families, during the period of confinement-arrest, have had
to choose between leaving their children with their grandparents
(despite the fact that it was contraindicated), a reduction in
working hours with the consequent reduction in salary, or
requesting voluntary leave to be able to care for them. Financial
aids for salaried employees with dependent children have been
and currently are testimonial, as well as the possibility of taking
them to schools which, according to the bourgeois press, was
carried out in United Kingdom. " UK colleges and universities
remain closed (...). Despite the fact that an exception was
established for the children of “essential workers” (health
personnel, postal service employees, some cvil servants and
Journalists, among others).” (El Pais, 16-04-2020). With the
destruction of millions of jobs and with a large part of the
unemployed working class being able to take care of the children,
there may not be an urgent need to reopen the centers. Nor will
there be a greater investment in schools to improve the already
terrible conditions in which the children of proletarians were, and
will find themselves when they return: high student-to-teacher
ratios, junk food, lack of good internet connectivity and devices
for all students, etc.

To this must be added the contradiction of two sectors of the
bourgeoisie: the one from the sector that cries out for the
resumption of economic activity and the other one from the
sector that is committed to maintaining the general alarm: “ 7hAis
week, the UN Secretary General, Antonio Guterres, warned that
the world faces "a generational catastrophe " due to the closure
of schools and called for their reopening when the transmission
Is controlled. On the contrary, WHO warmned that a hasty return

"would only worsen the situation” (La Vanguardia, 07-08-2020).

The "generational catastrophe" of which the UN Secretary
General speaks is a catastrophe only for the proletariat. The
children of the bourgeoisie continue and will continue (with or
without confinement) eating well, in spacious houses and with
the necessary means to continue their school training wherever
they are since they have all the human and technical resources
to cover the educational needs of their school and their social
class.

But, was this ever not the case? “fqual elementary
education"? What idea lies behind these words? Is it believed
that in present-day society (and it is only with this one has to
deal) education can be equal for all classes? (...) If in some states
of the latter country [USA] higher education institutions are also

"free”, that only means in fact defraying the cost of education
of the upper classes from the general tax recejpts.” (Critique of
the Gotha Programme, K. Marx, 1875).

The historical origin of universal and compulsory education
responds to the industrial capitalism need of equipping itself
with prisons for the children of workers where they can "park”
them and inoculate the dominant ideology: “7he only provision
made for them is the law, which fastens upon them when they
become obnoxious to the bourgeoisie. Like the dullest of the
brutes, they are treated to but one form of education, the whip,
in the shape of force, not convincing but intimidating. ” (The
condition of the working class in England, F. Engels, 1845).

The virus has fully justified this whip that is coming to us, the
one with the most social control: transfer of own data and close
contacts, transfer of medical data for classification as suitable or
unfit for work, installation on the phones themselves of virus
control and monitoring applications and a lot of obedience. The

1 https://news.un.org/es/story/2020/06/1476452
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next step will be the acceptance of the vaccine injection if you
want to keep your job.

Repression against the immigrant proletariat: In the
world there are approximately 164 million immigrant workers',
most of whom live in the worst conditions: “7he most vulnerable
group in the United Arab Emirates (UAE) is the one of immigrant
workers, conformed largely by Pakistanis, Bengalis, Indians and
Filjpinos. " (La Vanguardia, 04-21-2020), “/mmigrants in the
Persian Gulf are well aware that the transmission rate is much
higher within their collective, which often live and work in
overcrowded conditions. Just look at the nationality of the last
five victims in Kuwait: two Indians, a Pakistani, a Bengali and a
Jordanian. " (La Vanguardia, 05-05-2020), "While escaping from
their villages poverty, most of these nearly 100 million workers
reside in squalid houses, in congested urban ghettos. " (BBC, 31-
03-2020).

When businesses are going well, the different fractions of the
bourgeoisie fight for the immigrant proletariat in order to put the
supply and demand of available workforce in their favor and thus
be able to lower wages and working conditions. But when
business goes bad and the crisis deepens, then immigrant
proletarians begin to become a burden for the different fractions
of the bourgeoisie, since they represent a focus of possible
protests and social problem aggravation.

Bourgeoisie organizations, such as ILO or the World Bank,
have already foreseen the misfortune that the global bourgeoisie
will suffer from the effect of the current deepening of the
overproduction crisis among the immigrant proletariat,
announcing and reporting on their website’ the “ biggest drop in
remittances in recent history”. “The value of remittances will fall
up to 7% this year in Latin America. The remittances that
immigrants send home are the key to the regional economy. In
areas of Mexico they reach 10% of GDP. In Honduras they reach
20%." (Expansion, 20-04-2020). With the loss of work and
wages, the proletariat that has emigrated cannot send money to
their families in their countries of origin. According to the World
Bank, “remittances to low- and middle-income countries reached
a record figure of USD 554 billion in 2019, ” which is not an
insignificant number. But why does the bourgeoisie worry about
this?

1) because all these remittances are a source of financing for
its country bourgeoisie (the one in which they enter). In 2019,
remittance inflows in low- and middle-income countries
exceeded Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) volumes.

2) because all these remittances allow the bourgeoisie to
continue paying very low wages while the remittances alleviate
the poverty of a part of the proletariat of the country they are
entering and mitigate masses discontent.

If there is something that the international working class has
been able to learn from the current crisis of overproduction, it is
this fundamental fact: THE WORKING MEN HAVE NO COUNTRY.
WE CANNOT TAKE FROM THEM WHAT THEY HAVE NOT GOT.
And when we say this in the Manifesto of the Communist Party,
we are not referring only to immigrant workers, but to the entire
working class. We have been able to see how the Philippine state
stopped the repatriations of thousands of Filipino proletarians
who worked in Kuwait (La Vanguardia, 05-05-2020), how the
Indian state closed its borders and airports, also within the
country itself, forcing a large mass of immigrant proletarians to
walk back to their homes in the town of origin (BBC, 31-03-2020),
how more than 60,000 Venezuelan proletarians have had to

2 https://www.bancomundial.org/es/news/press-release/2020/04/22 /world-bank-predicts-sharpest-
decline-of-remittances-in-recent-history




resort to the so-called "trochas” (illegal passage), being the
extortion prey for all types of criminals, in order to return to the
country due to the crisis and the lack of work while they were
classified as bioterrorists by the very patriotic Chavism or the
army party (Infobae, 17-07-2020).

We have also been able to see how the bourgeoisie skips its
own law for its own benefit, as the bourgeoisie of the Spanish
state has done, with the Covid-19 excuse, by changing decree-
laws. Which allows them to hire hundreds of temporary workers,
ex-ward minors, given the lack of workforce suffered from border
closures. (El Pais, 26-05-2020).

Redoubled exploitation and increased repression has been
unleashed against the immigrant proletariat, with the
acceleration of forced immigrant proletarians expulsions by the
Spanish state since 2019 (El Pais 15-07-2020), massive
expulsions in the USA, the fires in immigrant fields in Greece, the
fires in Lepe (Spanish state), the fires in Borgo Mezzanone

(Italian state) in the agricultural workers camp of tomatoes
harvesting, the crushing of revolt of the Egyptian workers under
confinement in Kuwait, the repression against Bulgarian workers
in Mondragone (ltalian state), the confinement of 670 Bulgarian,
Polish and Romanian workers due to infections detected in the
Verl slaughterhouse (German state), etc.

In Lleida (Spanish state) the local bourgeoisie refused to
accommodate sub-Saharan seasonal workers, and a series of
infections were given due to the overcrowded conditions at work
and on the porches where they are forced to sleep. In Albacete,
also in the Spanish state, workers were locked up in abandoned
industrial warehouses in which they were housed overcrowded.
Apparently, the measures were taken because of the local
population fear to the Covid-19 transmission, but the reality is
that the repressive ferocity against the undocumented
proletarians is the classic method for the employer to impose
draconian working conditions on them for derisory wages.

USA MAINTAINS ITS DYNAMIC OF PROGRESSIVE ISOLATION

The deepening of the crisis of capitalism is reflected inside
the United States in the impoverishment of the population, in the
resulting social clashes, as well as in the internal war between
the different fractions of the bourgeoisie.

The United States has reached 40 million unemployed
workers in the month of May 2020, this data adds up to the social
situation that the United States was already experiencing,
immersed in an epidemic of massive consumption of opioids and
heroin that causes 192 daily deaths “and an annual cost that
exceeds $100 billion dollars (€88 billion euros), (...) Since 1990,
about 400,000 Americans have died from overdoses of these
substances. " (El Pais, 28-06-2019) and whose consumption
(whether prescribed directly or obtained on the black market),
far from decreasing, will continue to increase with the worsening
of the crisis, the worsening of working conditions, the increase
of the unemployed workers, etc...

To this needs to be also added that there are more than 29
million people without health insurance and 58 million
underinsured, whose insurance covers almost nothing (Publico,
04-01-2020). In the month of July, 32% of households in the
United States could not afford to pay their rent or mortgage and
the forecast is that about 20 million renters will not be able to
pay their rent in the month of September when the payment
moratoriums decreed during the pandemic end.

In recent months, the meat supply has been threatened by
the closure of meat processing plants because they did not have
enough workers (most of them from Mexico, South America or
Somalia) because they had become ill from the virus due to the
terrible conditions in which they have to work and live
(overcrowding and lack of hygienic measures in the workplace
and in their homes, as in the rest of the world); at least 20 meat
plants had to close temporarily “7he high businesses
concentration of the sector explains that the closure of two
dozen plants has caused so many problems. 60% of all pork
processed in the US comes out of 15 facilities. " (La Vanguardia,
30-04-2020) and the government, through a decree, had to force
the meat plants to remain open, which did not prevent the import
of already processed and packaged meat from other countries.

This caused a rise in food prices: “2.6% in April compared to
the previous month, the highest monthly increase since 1974. (...)
In some foods that have been affected by the closures of meat
processing plants, the increase in prices has been remarkable:
pork rose by 6.8%, beef by 7.5%, and chicken by 6.3%, while
fruits and vegetables rose by 1.5%, cereals and bakery products
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aadvanced by 2.9% and dairy products increased by 1,5%. ” (El
Economista, 14-05-2020). If that were not enough, the
consequences of "natural” disasters are especially prevalent in
the poorest neighborhoods and cities in the US with outdated
infrastructure, badly built houses and poor or non-existent
maintenance of facilities.

This social context is a powder keg and is the basis on which
the street protests began last May in the United States and which
were initially characterized by looting and some violence in the
streets but were quickly channeled and sponsored by the
democratic movement as a throwing weapon against the
republican government of Trump and taken totally towards the
interclassist terrain of racism vs. anti-racism. Movements like
“Black Lives Matters” are financed by magnates like George
Soros who has invested 220 million dollars in racial movements
(El Pais, 12-08-2020) or like Apple that committed to invest 100
million dollars for social justice. This movement receives
institutional support from the democrats who have staged
televised scenes kneeling in favor of the movement. The marches
and demonstrations have been constantly followed by television
networks and have received all the support of billionaire athletes
and Hollywood showhbiz world who at the time also supported
the women's march against Trump. The benefits that the
bourgeoisie in general intend to obtain from the movement are
the following:

+ channel and control the social discontent resulting from the
situation that has been exposed at the beginning.

» declass the working class: hide that society is divided into
social classes with antagonistic interests (bourgeoisie and
proletariat) under the lie of racial oppression in which each
race is made up of both classes and race is something that
equates them on their social interests’ level (just as they
have been insistently doing with feminism in recent years).

o that the black bourgeoisie can get more domination
positions in capitalism.

+ hide the true class and repressive character of both the
police and the army by making the working class believe
that the armed arms of the bourgeois state can be reformed
to exercise their violence in a fair way.

The particular profit that a part of the bourgeoisie has wanted
to get by sponsoring this movement has been to destabilize the
republican government of Trump, remember that the presidential
elections in the US (if they are not postponed) are scheduled for
November 4", It is no coincidence that the democrats have



chosen a female and black vice president or that the Trump
administration has put an Afro-American military man as head
of the Air Force to defuse tensions.

The clash between different fractions of the North American
bourgeoisie is given, among other reasons, by the policy of
isolation that the republican government of Trump has
carried out, despite the bravado of the character. The social
base that gave the electoral victory to the republicans (a sector
of the petty and medium bourgeoisie and the labour aristocracy
of the United States), is based on the illusion that they can isolate
themselves from the world and this has been the policy in fact
carried out.

On the one hand, the US has been abandoning various
international treaties, believing that they can survive isolated
from the rest of the world:

e In 2017, the US left the trans-Pacific economic cooperation
agreement.

e InJune 2018, the United States left the UN Human Rights
Council.

* In November 2019, they left the Paris agreement against
climate change.

¢ In April they threatened to stop financing the WHO (in 2019
the US contributed 14.67% of the WHO funds).

» In May, they abandoned the global weapon control treaty
called “Open Skies, a pact that allows 35 countries to
conduct reconnaissance flights over their respective
territories ” (La Vanguardia, 22-05-2020).

* In June they ordered sanctions against the International
Criminal Court “Donald Trump intends to sanction no other
than the members of the International Criminal Court (1CC),
an organization that his Government does not even
recognize. The reason, the investigation of war crimes
presumably committed by US forces in Afghanistan. " (La
Vanguardia, 12-06-2020).

e On the month of August, the US remained alone in
defending an indefinite extension of the weapon embargo
on Iran; obtaining only the support of the Dominican
Republic and where the “three European allies, France,
Germany and the United Kingdom broke the block tactics
and didn’t support Washington. Those were three of the
eleven abstentions among the fifteen members of the
executive arm of the UN. ” (E| Pais, 16-08-2020).

On the other side, the fantasy of renouncing to the use of
immigrant workers in order to give work to American workers
has been completely ad odds with the reality. This is the situation
of the food and agricultural, health and technological sectors in
the United States:

» Food factories and farms: “ 7he lack of workforce in the
food factories and in the farms is an underestimated thread
for food supply. (...) These plants cannot count on the
millions of new American unemployed to
substitute the workers that get sick. Work is very
hard and wages low. In California, that produces a third
of the nation’s vegetables and two thirds of its fruits and
nuts, farmers fear not to have enough workers to plant and
harvest the crop this year. ” (Expansion, 16-04-2020).

» Health sector: “Researchers found that 16.5% of all
health workers are immigrant The proportion
increases when accounting for the health workers that help
in patients’ homes, since 36.5% of those employees
are immigrants, the analysis highlights.

The study revealed that 28.7% of the doctors in the
country are immigrant, as well as 32% of
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psychiatrists, 19.7% of surgeons and 13.6% of
respiratory therapists.

Moreover, registered nurses that are immigrant
represent 15.7% of the total, and among the
nursing assistants 22% were born in another
country.” (El Periddico, 27-03-2020).

» Technological sector: “According to the data of the
Immigration and Citizenship of the United States (...), up
to 420,000 foreigners applied to work in the country with
the H1-B in 2018. Of this figure, 74% corresponds to India,
that holds powerful technological hubs. It is followed by
China, with 171%.” (Expansion, 24-6-2020); Moreover,
every year around 400,000 visas are granted to students
that in the future can be hired by the big techs; Amazon,
Apple, Microsoft, Facebook and Google got more than
10,000 work permits for their companies on the year 2019.

The interdependence of the world market in which the USA
is submerged is absolute. The USA cannot and will not be able
to get out from it: the American economy completely depends on
the world market even for the workforce supply.

The battle among the various fractions of the bourgeoisie has
emerged in the censorship of Twitter towards the comments
made by Trump and afterwards in the big companies pressing
Facebook to follow the same steps as Twitter under the thread
that otherwise it would lose the millions of income that this
companies inject by means of advertisements. The attempt to
leave the technological companies without skilled workforce
either by visa restrictions for this type of Jobs or by not allowing
foreign students to register in the universities that do online
classes, has been frustrated by internal opposition, being forced
to withdraw. On the other side, the Supreme Court has ruled a
setback to the attempt of revoking the permits to the immigrants
who arrived to the United States as children, 650,000 workers or
future workers that the government wanted to expel.

The internal war among the various fractions of the
bourgeoisie in the defense of their interests emerges inside the
Republican Party itself where a current that calls for the vote of
the Democrat candidate through its website “Republican voters
against Trump” has been formed, or like The Lincoln Project
created by the republicans and conservative on December 2018
and funded also by Democrats. Republican personalities such as
Colin Powel and George Bush junior are campaigning against
Trump.

If the US does not succeed in unloading the crisis in other
parts of the world and triggering the third world war, the
development of these internal clashes can lead to the break out
of the civil war inside the country or that one day the US wakes
up with the most basic infrastructures totally inoperant.

The American bourgeoisie finds itself in a very complicated
historical impasse, from which it cannot get out victoriously. But
this is not going to prevent it to fight — and if necessary — to die
killing. With the coming elections getting closer and the
inflammation of the struggle among the various fractions, we
can expect whatever maneuver from now to the last moment.
Any desperate attempt to avoid the elections can also not be
discarded.

The last episode of the internal attack against Trump is the
detention of Steve Bannon as soon as he has stepped upon
American soil, accused of stealing private funds collected for the
construction of the wall with Mexico. The depth of the accusation
is that the “victims" of the robbery are the quintessence of their
own voters, those ready to pay from their pockets for a wall to
be built with bricks that hold their names.



For the time being, Trump has ignored the detention of that
who had been the architect of his electoral victory and the latter
has been able to avoid jail by paying a bail of 5 million dollars.

A collateral effect of Steve Bannon's detention and the
eventual electoral defeat of Trump will be the funding difficulty
of the parties and little figures that are precisely receiving this
money in Europe: Abascal (Vox), Salvini, Orban (Fidesz), etc.

BREXIT AND EUROPEAN IMPERIALIST INTEGRATION

United Kingdom: The foreign policy of the US in Europe is
aimed at trying to break the EU, to turn it from a great competitor
into a series of small competitors that can be subjected. An
important episode of this strategy is the so-called Brexit.

Despite the victory of the yes to separation in the referendum,
the road to effective separation is being very tortuous and
difficult for the English bourgeoisie. The reason is that the
bourgeoisie of the United Kingdom has contradictory interests
and that a part of it does not clearly believe in the siren songs of
the United States.

The divisions in the British territory, between Scotland,
Northern Ireland, Wales and England, are becoming increasingly
visible in relation to their position regarding leaving Europe. The
Scottish and Welsh police prevent the passage of English tourists
to their territory, since “given the different degrees and policies
of removal of the lockdown, at this time it is not appropriate for
the English to cross the neighbors borders unless it is for work
reasons or force majeure (tourism is useless). ” (La Vanguardia,
22-05-2020).

On the other hand, there is also significant resistance in
significant sectors of British companies that is manifested in the
assertion of "not being prepared for Brexit", with the aim of
slowing down, if not stopping, the process: “According to the
Confederation of British Industry (CBl), most companies do not
have the time or resources to prepare for an EU exit without a
deal, and one in five say they are less prepared for Brexit than in
January as a result of the disruptions caused by coronavirus."
(Expansion, 01-08-2020).

Imperialist integration of the European Union: Brexit
on the one hand and the economic crisis on the other are spurring
the integration of the EU. The last step towards their fiscal
integration has been to agree on the issuance of common debt
to form the capital injection fund to the different EU countries in
the face of the crisis: ““(...) it is the first time that France and
Germany have reached an agreement to finance budget
spending in the EU member states with common debt” said the
French minister, Bruno Le Maire” (La Vanguardia, 20-05-2020).
The final result has been the agreement in relation to the so-
called Recovery Fund that consists of 390 billion of direct aid and
360 billion in credits.

As a further integration measure, the European Public
Prosecutor's Office has been created to monitor the funds and
the collection of VAT.

Let us remember that Gerhard Schroder, the former
Chancellor of Germany and current Chairman of the Boards of
Directors of Rosneft and NordStream 2, stated in December 2019
that “We are not the 5T state in the US " at the same time that
he proposed sanctions against the US: “Shouldn't we, in the
Bundestag, impose sanctions against the US (...)". Repeating in
February “7The US attempt to seize sovereignty from other
countries cannot be tolerated. Germany is not a banana
republic. "

The EU imperialist power has yet to be able to finalize its
military integration, towards which it has begun to take the first
steps: “In recent years, the EU has begun to implement (...):
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- The Permanent Structured Cooperation (PESCO) was
launched in December 2017 and, as of June 2019, 25 EU Member
States participate. It currently operates on the basis of 34 specific
projects with binding commitments including a Furopean
Medical Command, a Maritime Surveillance System, mutual
assistance for cybersecurity and rapid response teams, and a
Joint EU intelligence school. ”

- The European Defense Fund (EDF) was launched in June
2017. It is the first time that the EU budget is used to co-finance
defense cooperation and the fund must be part of the next long-
term budget (2021 -2027). (...).

- Strengthening the EU's cooperation with NATO in 74 areas,
including cybersecurity, joint exercises and the fight against
terrorism.

- Make the financing of civil and military missions and
operations more effective. The EU currently has 16 such missions
on three continents, with a wide range of mandates, and is
deploying more than 6,000 civilian and military personnel.

- Since June 2017, a new command and control structure
(MPCC) to improve crisis management in the EU. " (European
Parliament News, 26-06-2019)

This closer and more effective integration of the European
Union will obviously be for imperialist purposes and
against the working class, as Lenin established in 1915 in
"0n the slogan for a United States of Europe."

Belarus: Regarding the recent events in Belarus, reminiscent
of those that occurred in Ukraine in 2014, we must say at least
the following. The situation of the Belarusian working class, with
the rampant crisis to which we are subjected at the international
level, is one of the factors that has contributed to the broader
mobilization against the government. The pretensions of the
opposition to Lukashenko (free elections and "democracy") do
not hide anything other than the old recipe of revitalizing
democracy when it comes to imposing worse conditions on our
class to discharge the crisis of overproduction, and from this
point of view of course they do not represent any class
alternative but an alternative as bourgeois and patriotic as the
previous one.

It is true that until now the president of the country had been
perfectly linked to the needs and interests of the Kremlin, to the
point of having isolated himself from the rest of Europe at various
times, and it is also true that the claim of the new potential
president Tikhanovskaya may include "Open the country to the
West." But it is no less true that the economic dependence on
Russia, the membership of the CIS and the geographical
proximity to Moscow and the peri-Russian area will make it
difficult for whatever government there is in Minsk to be a
government opposed to the Kremlin. These do not seem, judging
by their own statements, the intentions of the Belarusian
opposition, although it remains to be seen how events unfold.
What is clear is that the immediate future of Belarus will depend
on the shape of relations between the EU and Russia, both
interested for now in their stability in view of the final
deployment of the NordStream 2 gas pipeline.



THE COURSE OF CAPITALISM AND CRISIS

From “El Comunista” #62 and #63 and “Per il Comunismo” #2

We introduce this article, titled Course of the Imperialism and
Crisis, to continue, updating the data, the work which has always
been done by our current, starting on the first economic crisis of
1956-57, having the USA as epicenter. Our current has always
maintained, since the first postwar period, that, after the
drunkenness of the postwar reconstruction, the economic crises
would have reoccurred regularly, encouraging the imperialist
monsters to fight against each other again, as the Marxist theory
of the general historic course of the capitalism predicts. The
cornerstone of this theory is the law of the tendency of the rate of
profit to fall. This states that the rate of profit diminishes
historically, even when the absolute mass increases. The general
incremental pace of the capitalist economy diminishes over time,
even if, as mass, the economic productive potential is steadily
increased. In fact, itis also the result of the indexes of the industrial
production and the national product that, while the capitalist
production always records very high increments in its beginnings,
these are reduced over time, trending and continuously. The study
made by our party about the crisis of 1956-57, which we follow up
here, confirms this law, which, at the same time, marks the death
sentence of capitalism, not in the sense that this might or will have
to be extinguished by itself, but in the sense that in its continuous
decline, in its constant aging, in its unstoppable decay, the slogan
of the need'to topple it is written for the proletariat, and, at the
same time, the objective material conditions of the possibility of
this revolutionary demolition are contained.

Criteria followed in the data analysis
In order to demonstrate the downward trend of the rate of the
increase in capitalist production, we need:

“As stated in the meeting of Ravenna, this is about overlooking
the small vicissitudes of the short periods and tracing a
“surrounding curve” over the graphical diagram of the indexes
that touches all the higher vertices of the base diagram on the top.
In other words, and if instead of referring to the diagram, we refer
to the big board of the initial prospectus in the first table, instead
of considering the left column for each country, with the yearly
indexes of industrial production, let us consider the only
intermediiate column, which shows the indexes which conform the
maximum “vertex”, that is, which are greater than the immediate
preceding ones and the immediate posterior ones.

This way, the depressions are disregarded, or in other words,
the curve depressions laying between two maximum vertices are
overlooked, and no particular conclusions are extracted from the
“lower zone”, or from the low quota, from the “minimum” or
minimums which are found between two maximums directly
connected by our higher surrounding curve.” (The course of the
world capitalism in the historical experience and in Marx's
doctrine. 11-25 September 1957, issue 17 The Communist
Program)

We examine, therefore, the industrial production indices which
have been provided by the bourgeoisie itself, and for the same
countries as in the report of 1956-57, to which we must also add
China, which, as we will see, is already the first industrial economic
power for more than 10 years in this turbulent planet. We are not
providing all the report data prior 1956, only those after 2000,
making references to the highlights of the previous period in order
to link the considerations about the state of the distinct economies
which are being examined.
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American industrial production

Let us examine in detail the industrial production after 2000,
when the greatest postwar crisis started and still lasts. In 2000
there was a year of maximum industrial production and we want
to verify that also in the last short cycle the downward trend of the
average growth rate of capitalist accumulation has been confirmed
in real terms, and not financial terms. In the previous cycle of 1990-
2000, the USA managed to revert, only slightly, the cycle of
downward trend of the average profit with an average increment
of 3.35%. In our previous report of 2001 we said that this growth
of 3.35%, higher than the previous one, could have been an
unnatural effort, supported by the Gulf War in Iraq in 1991, and
that, certainly, would not be repeatable in the following decade
unless, with the excuse of the war against terror, they would be
able to impose new political-economic-financial conditions which
would allow them to continue grabbing a large part of the world
surplus value in order to keep the consumption level of Americans
high.

Below is the graph and the numerical table that highlight the
variation in the annual rates of the increase in US industrial
production.

Index of industrial production year/year %
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USA: Cycle 2000-2017
Index 1985 = 100
Year Index Increment
%
2000 161.98 +6.34 Year of
maximum
2001 156.47 3.4
2002 144.66 -0.52
2003 155.98 +0.21
2004 161.98 +3.85
2005 167.16 +3.2
2006 171.8 +2.78
2007 173.51 +1 Y_ear of
maximum
2008 168.83 2.7
2009 149.95 -11.8
2010 157.96 +5.34
2011 164.48 +4.13
2012 170.05 +3.4
2013 174.96 +2.9
2014 192.7 +4.4 Y_ear of
maximum
2015 175.4 -4.0
2016 172.3 -1.76
2017 174.7 +1.4




This type of graph shows the historical trend of reduction of the
average growth rate of industrial production.

The descending line from left to right is the median line of
industrial production growth quotas and allows a clearer
interpretation of the graph.

The cycle between the two maximums of 2000 and 2007 had
an average annual increase in industrial production of 0.987%,
much lower than the 3.35% increment of the previous cycle of
1990-2000, and the cycle between the two maximums of 2007 and
2014 had an average annual increase of 0.7%, also this is lower
than the previous data, so what was stated above is confirmed.
Therefore, the law on the trend decline has been widely respected.

If we take into account the long historical cycles, which had
appeared in the previous works, and we construct the surrounding
curve that passes through the maximum points, we see that the
reduction in the increase in industrial production confirms the law
of the tendency of the average profit quota to fall.

The quotas for the USA are:

1859-1872 7.1% |nitial cycle of 23 years
1872-1913 6.1% Second cycle of 41 years
1913-1974 4.0% [Cycle between the two wars and before the
simultaneous crisis of the postwar period.
USA is defeated in Vietnam.
61 years.
1974-2014 | 2.19% |Cycle of 40 years

The data on long cycles demonstrates in an incontrovertible
way the historical tendency to the downward trend in the increase
quotas in industrial production and, consequently, in the
accumulation of capital and the average profit quota.

Japan:
Japan: Cycle 2000-2017
Index 1985 = 100
Year Index Increment
%
2000 127 +5.61 Year of
maximum
2001 119 6.3
2002 118 -1.18
2003 121 +3.03
2004 128 +5.34
2005 129 +1.2
2006 135 +4.3
2007 138 +2.78 Year of
maximum
2008 134 -2.27
2009 105 -21.2
2010 122 +16.5
2011 119 -2.53
2012 119 0
2013 118 -0.82
2014 120 +1.75
2015 118.5 -1.2
2016 118.1 -0.32
2017 123 +4.22

As Japan goes, in 2000 the increase was of 5.6%, carrying the
index of industrial production with base 1985 = 100 to the value

with a value, historical maximum, of 138, after which there is a
fall of 2.27% in 2008 and 21.2% in 2009, followed by an
increase of 16.5% in 2010 and again a fall of 2.53% in
2011 reaching an index of 119, then to 118.1 in 2016 and
an increase of 4.22% in 2017 with the index at 123. This
index is still significantly lower than that of 2007. These figures are
a definitive blow to the hopes of the former Empire of the Rising
Sun to recover the second place in the world ranking obtained from
tremendous efforts in this second world war. If we make a
calculation referring to 1951 (year of which we have the first index
of postwar industrial production) until the date of 2017, we see
that the average growth has been of a sustained annual 4%.

If we look at the same data for the US, we see that this index
is 2.67%, just over the half of that of the Japanese. This is easily
explained by the fact that the US completed the war with the
production machine intact and marching at full speed, whereas the
Japanese was severely conditioned by the huge war destruction,
bringing constant capital C to a very low value, thus creating the
best conditions for an increase in the share of profit (the formula
is p" = s/(C+v)) where p' is the rate of profit, s is the surplus value,
C the constant capital advanced by the capitalist and v the sum of
wages for workers. Decreasing the constant capital C found in the
denominator increases the rate of profit even if, in general, in this
case the absolute profit decreases.

It is also in this powerful industrial retrofitting effort made by
Japan from the postwar period to the present day where the causes
of the current crisis largely reside. Starting again from scratch, the
Japanese found themselves in the early 1990s with the most
modern and productive industrial apparatus in the world belching
goods like a volcano. It seemed that this machine would never get
stuck. Rivers of ink have been poured on the so-called “Japanese
production model”. The economics professors did nothing more
than offer students theories of total quality and “just in time". Just
when the other countries were about to adopt this model, the toy
got stuck and the myth collapsed loudly. Why? Because the
material conditions and the balance of power that had allowed it
had changed. Our doctrine has always denied the possibility of
different models of capitalism. The production system and
production relations are unique throughout the world. If anything
was characteristic of Japan, we can see it in a certain amount of
masked protectionism undertaken after the postwar period and
"benevolently" tolerated by the United States until the Gulf War.
And even protectionism is nothing new and has always been a
characteristic of capitalism widely demonstrated by Marxist
doctrine. “We have the protectionist system, whereby an industry
whose formation encounters difficulties, is favored by the State in
several ways, strongly taxing customs duties on similar products
manufactured abroad and imported into the country, in order to
raise their price locally allowing the national manufacturers a
higher profit, paying export premiums for the products of those
Industries sent abroad, sometimes preventing the importation of
products from other countries, etc. This “has been a pretext to
manufacture manufacturers, to expropriate independent workers,
to capitalize on the national means of production and subsistence,
to abbreviate with force the transition from the old to the modern
mode of production”. (Ch. XXIV. 6) “. (Elements of the Marxist
economy, pp. 151-152)

As we can see, the practice of protectionism arises with the first
steps of capitalism. What has been one of the elements of the
Japanese Renaissance is now becoming dialectically one of the
elements of difficulty. In fact, through commercial practices, such
as those of imports and exports that passed exclusively through
the few large conglomerates (called chaebo/ in Korea), foreign
products, through this monopolistic control, were actually sold at

of 127, year of relative maximum. The next maximum is in 200722 prices which were much higher than those of the world market. In



the 1980s, Japan was the country that proportionately had the
least number of personal computers among industrialized
countries and, therefore, the Japanese economic policy was to
oppose the computer industry in the United States by developing
supercomputers. Having lost the battle, and also in the wake of
American pressures, the Japanese in 93-95 had to undergo
overwhelming agreements on the forced import of US microchips
and the Japanese computer industry began to lose the battle in the
world market, and its factories went into crisis. "Strategy and
economic policy errors" was sentenced by economic experts from
around the world who, until recently, before the reversal of the
economic cycle, were drooling with the Japanese model. Simply
overproduction in respect to the demands of the market, we
respond, repeating the chorus to satiety.

Great Britain:

For the United Kingdom, taking the data into consideration, we
see that, although they tend to follow the USA, its industrial
performance is the worst of all countries.

Having set the index 100 in 1985, from that date Britain has
had a maximum in 1988 of 109.6 and, subsequently, a maximum
value of the index in 2000, with a value of 122, to fall then in 2013
to the value of 101.6 and reach the index value of 107 in 2017,
even less than the maximum of 2000. The old British lion, despite
being a good usurer which tries to achieve a world-wide role on a
financial level, in the industrial field it starts with a remarkable
value, and therefore the possibility of reversing the downward
trajectory is already futile. Only by throwing itself into an imperial
struggle for the distribution of control of the financial markets,
albeit in the role of vassal of the powerful US imperialism, or in a
very remote hypothesis, as an ally of some European coalition, can
it hope to further extend its agony. In fact, it is now widely known
that Britain even sold its industrial jewelry, like the entire
automotive industry, including Rolls-Royce, to obtain capital to use
in the financial sector.

Great Britain: Cycle 2000-2017
Index 1985 = 100
Year Index Increment
%
2000 122.2 +1.45 Year of
maximum
2001 120.5 -1.43
2002 117.6 -2.42
2003 1173 -0.21
2004 118.7 +1.17
2005 116.4 -1.95
2006 116.5 +0.1
2007 17 +0.39
2008 1135 -2.98
2009 102 -10.15
2010 105.8 +3.78
2011 104.5 1.22
2012 102.1 -2.32
2013 101.6 -0.52
2014 103.2 +1.56
2015 104.3 +1.11
2016 105.2 +0.82
2017 107 +1.72

Its industrial growth since 1951 was the lowest of all. In
absolute terms, the increase was 96.5% in 60 years, typical of an

imperialist capitalism in decay, as Lenin says. Its average annual23

increase from 1951 to today was 1.1% and compared to 1973
(start date of the last long cycle) of only 0.3%. Great Britain already
plays a secondary role at the industrial level and has been
overcome, in this post-war period, by countries such as China,
India, Brazil, South Korea, Turkey and Mexico. In a classification
based on industrial turnover, it would be behind the 10th place.

Germany:
Germany: Cycle 2000-2017
Index 1985 = 100
Year Index Increment
%

2000 137.7 +6.72

2001 138 +0.2 Year of
maximum

2002 136.6 -0.99

2003 137.2 +0.4

2004 141.3 +3.01

2005 146.1 +3.41

2006 155.2 +6.19

2007 165.8 +6.88

2008 166.3 +0.27 Ygar of
maximum

2009 136.4 -17.98

2010 153.4 +12.48

2011 167 +8.86 Year of
maximum

2012 165.7 -0.64

2013 166.3 +0.36

2014 169.7 +2.03

2015 188 +10.8

2016 190.4 +1.27

2017 196 +2.94

From the peak of 1991, Germany had a fall of -1.99% in 1992
and of -7.43% in 93, after which it had a long rise until 2001. A
brief fall in 2002 of -0.99% and then a slight increase to reach
166.3 in 2008.

New sharp fall in 2009 with -17.98% and recovery in 2010 and
2011, reaching 167 (surpassing the US that in 2011 had an index
of 164.48), slightly higher than 166.3 in 2008. Unlike Japan, which
has not recovered since 1991 (except in 2007, in which it reached
index 138 and is now at 119), Germany has continued to grow at
a good pace. We are also going to analyze the average growth
rates between the maximum points of the short periods for
Germany. In the cycle from 1991 to 2001, 10 years, Germany has
grown at an average rate of 0.75%. If we ignore the maximum of
166.3 and consider the maximum of 167 of 2011, the growth was
1.92% per year. From 2011 to 2017 the growth was 2.7% per year.
In the short cycle, the successive cycle does not always have a
lower rate of increase than the previous cycle and this does not
invalidate the law of the tendency of capitalist accumulation to
fall.

The economic laws of a particular mode of production must be
verified on the historical scale and, therefore, we must consider
longer periods as shown in the following table:

Years An_nual average
increase
1859-1872 4.6%
1872-1913 4.2%




Years An_nual average
increase
1913-1974 2.7%
1973-2017 1.82%

It is in the long cycles of Germany, where the decreasing trend
of the average rate of increase in production clearly appears, where
it is verified on a historical scale and it is a clear confirmation of
the Marxist theory.

How should we explain the noticeable difference of the 1991-
2017 cycle between Germany and Japan, given that both countries
were defeated by World War Il and both suffered considerable
destruction of civil and industrial structures under the US bombing
at the end of the war?

We must take into account the first constitution of the ECSC
(European Coal and Steel Community), followed by the EC
(European Community) which, with the successive extensions, has
reached 27 current countries with the elimination of customs
barriers, allowing, with the introduction of the Euro, the creation
of a single market for the free movement of goods and capital. The
European common market is the largest free trade region in the
world. Some figures to get an idea of the size and weight of the
global economy of this area in 2017:

Population 503 million inhabitants
GDP 15,480 billion dollars
GDP Agriculture 1.8%
composition Industry 24.9%

Services 73.3%
Work force 228.3 million

Gross investments

18.5% of GDP

Export 5.96K billion dollars
Import 6.295K billion dollars
Airports 1,933

Trains 228,710 km

Roads 5,814,080 km

Compared to Japan, it is as if Germany had an internal market
equal to Europe and that is 4 times more than Japan (Europe: 500
million inhabitants; Japan: 120 million inhabitants. The European
Community in 2017 has exported 5,960 billion dollars and has
imported 6,295 billion dollars). 60% of German exports are to
Europe. Total German exports in 2017 were 1,401 billion dollars
against Japan's 683 billion. Germany's advantage over Japan is,
therefore, the huge European "domestic" market, while Japan is in
close contact with fierce competitors such as China, India, South
Korea that have a huge market that is strictly controlled by their
respective governments.

Long and short cycle prospect

We refer to the summarized table of the historical average
growth rates of the industrial production of the various long cycles
and the last two short cycles referring to the other works of the
party for the complete series.

Note: from index 122.2, Great Britain has always had a lower
index and in 2017 the index was 107 with a drop of -12.3% in 17
years. Italy, from an index of 133.4 in 2000, has fallen to 109.85 in
2017 with an average decrease of -1.13% per year and a total drop
of -17.6% in 17 years. Italy is the country that has fallen the most
since 2000 among the industrialized countries.

Table of increase rates
Long cycles
Great
Years Britain France | Germany | USA | Japan Italy
Cycle |
1859-1872 3.6 42 46 7.1
Cycle Il
1872-1913 | 2 27 42 | 61
Cycle Il
19131974 | 23 23 27 4 74
Cycle IV
1972-2011 1.1 12 169 |287| 22 | 175
Short cycles

Cycle of
19511975 | 26 | 36 67 |41 13 | 71
Cycle of
19741997 | 109 | 1.09 176 | 26 | 34 2
Gdeof | o5 | 139 | 109 |335| 087 | 1.15
1991-2000 : : . . : .
Cycle of
2000-2017 | 08 -0.5 208 | 086 | -0.18 | -1.13

This prospective on the long and short cycles clearly
demonstrates that the downward trend of its growth rate is
characteristic of Capitalism and, consequently, also the downward
trend in the average profit quota.

The analysis of the behavior of the economic cycles presented
in the previous table has always been a topic of great importance
for the Left.

In "The historical expansion of industrial production volume",
in paragraph 8 titled "The center of strength of Capital" it is said:

" While between our first and third cycle the countries of Furope
fall below half (England 42 percent, france 24, Germany 25), the
United States respects the law of incremental decline, but to a
much more moderate degree,; only 55 percent.

The general rule of the slowdown is proven, but the historical
fact indlicated by the latest figures is evident: the bankruptcy of the
European dominance in the world, the passage of the capitalist
industrial primacy from the east to the west of the Atlantic. And
the essential question of the coming years is whether this
movement can be reversed, and whether the Russian social
development and the turmoil of the powers of the East will have
such an effect.

A significant fact is the different effect of the great world wars
on the economic course of different countries. Basically, it may well
be said that wars are a resource with which the capitalist states
fight against the inexorable law of slowing the pace of
development. England, despite the victory in two great wars, has
clearly had to submit and shows the irreparable senility of its
structure.  Younger France and Germany, victims of highly
destructive wars, are old ahead of time and, despite the signs of
recovery given in the postwar period, it is only for a second that a
return of vitality can be foreseen in the productive structure and in
the fight for markets. By making two wars against its Furopean
rivals, Germany has followed the only path determined by the
tendency to escape the noose of the rope, its index of the third
gycle so tragic for it Is the best in Europe and will, undoubtedly,
continue to be the preferred one in the coming years.

The advantage of the United States is primarily based on the
low vulnerability of its distant territory in military fires, and the
evidence of Soviet missiles is doubtful and far away. Moreovey, it
intervened in the two wars after they had already destroyed
Europe. and this explains the phenomenon of accelerated
production after intervening in conflicts, which we have illustrated

24 above and in other occasions.”



“Imperial Russia applied the same tactic in the second war and,
despite the hard tests, has obtained a similar result. Here is another
element of the future perspective, to take into account. For now,
and before moving on to a mention of the course of the Russian
Iindexes, which we must limit to our third cycle, 1913-1956, we will
stop to refute a doctrine built by Kuscinsky. This author, unable to
deny the general fact of the slowdown of the development pace,
wanted to attribute it to the imperialist period, establishing the
difference between the years of capitalism called premonopolist
and the following years. He locates the change around 1900, and
the figures easily demonstrate his assumption.

His conclusion intends to be that in Russia, where (who knows
why) there would be an industry of a non-imperialist kind, there
was a reaction to this law of the capitalist form and the withdrawal
of the productive pace was avoided, distancing itself from the
bourgeois world, But the conclusion is false. Until the world wars
break out, the phase of the conquest of the markets, the colonies,
that of the trusts and the monopolies described by Lenin in an
unsurpassed way, achieves the objective of curbing the slowdown
of the virulence of capitalism. We have demonstrated this with the
fact that the cycles after the opening of the imperialist phase
increase (for some years) the pace.” (The course of imperialism,
1956-57, Il Programma Comunista no.17, 1957)

To better understand the data by those who are not familiar
with the numbers, we refer to a series of graphs, based on the
numbers that have been exposed above.

Industrial production of the main OECD countries

By looking at the following graph we can make the following
considerations:
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The growth rate is given by the slope of the curve. The available
data start from 1951 and are relative to those countries that until
the 80s were considered the strongest economically.

Reference index 1985 = 100 has been taken only for a better
reading of the graph. Let's examine England and Japan, which are
at the beginning at both ends of the graph. What is immediately
noticeable is that the average slope of the English curve is the
lowest and, consequently, the lowest growth, while for Japan the
slope of the curve is greater and, therefore, the greater growth. The
countries that lost the war, Japan, Germany and Italy are those that
until 1985 have the highest growth and this depends only on the
fact that they suffered constant capital destruction and this
allowed international capital to invest in better conditions.

The first generalized crisis after the second postwar period was
in 1974, and it coincides with the defeat of the United States in
Vietnam, where Americans have lost the possibility of conditioning
the economic development of Asia and China in particular.

A second crisis begins in 1979-80 and for European and
American countries the overcoming of the previous maximum

happens after 5-6 years in 1985, except in Japan, which continues25

the growth. As of this moment, Japan is considered the locomotive
of the world and, according to the press at that time it was
considered the model to be imitated and copied, and Germany is
defined as the locomotive of Europe. Five years passed and in 1990
a new drop in production that began in England and Italy in 1989,
followed by the United States in 1990 and 1991, involved Japan,
Germany and France.

As of 1992, Japan and Germany entered their first major crisis
after the post-war reconstruction phase and their industrial
production growth rate fell to -5.79% for Japan in 1992. And -4.6%
in 1993 and for Germany -1.99% in 1992 and -7.43% in 1993.

Therefore, from the beginning of the 90s, the second and third
economic power of the world have suffered a strong crisis from
which only Germany has managed to recover thanks to the
common European market, while Japan, as it may well be seen in
the graph, is located below 1991, when the index was at 138, with
an index of 127.

This crisis began after the first Gulf war against Iraq (which
began in January 1991 when the United States was in full crisis) in
which the United States forced the "allies" to intervene at their
side and pay the war expenses. With that war, the US overcame the
economic crisis of 1991 by downloading it mostly to the Japanese
and reversing the cycle of the downward trend in the rate of
increase going from 2.6% in the 1974-1991 cycle to 3.35% in the
1991-2000 cycle. This trend reversal, which in our texts is
considered against nature and something that prepares more
ruinous falls, was made possible by the United States with the ruin
of the USSR and Japan through wars fought directly or through
third parties. The defeat of the USSR in Afghanistan took place
thanks to the enormous support of the United States for the
opponents of the Afghan regime through weaponry (the deadly
Sting missiles are the ones that destroyed the Russian aviation,
especially helicopters) and logistical support. See, in this regard,
“Unholy wars”, a book written by John K. Cooley, journalist and
writer accredited to the CIA and the Pentagon. The substance of
this book is that, in order to oppose the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan, in 1979, the United States made, in anti-communist
function (we say that against the Russian capitalist competitor), an
amazing alliance with Islamic extremists. Cooley explains what
was behind this alliance and how the CIA planned the holy war in
Afghanistan. It also tells how, with the help of Saudi Arabia,
Pakistani military intelligence and even with the participation of
China, two hundred and fifty thousand Islamic mercenaries from
all over the world were armed, trained and financed. Moreover,
with an impressive amount of evidence, the writer tracks the
disruptive consequences of that operation: the triumph of the
Taliban, the worldwide spread of Islamic terrorism, the
destabilization of Algeria and Chechnya, the attacks on the twin
towers, etc.

And in all this, "curiously", the role of Osama bin Laden stands
out, someone who was already protected by the CIA to become
then "public enemy number one" and who died in mysterious
circumstances in 2011.

The war in Iraq in 1991 was paid in full by the "allies" and even
the unruliest, like Germany and Japan, had to pay billions of dollars
against their will, even if they did not participate, with the excuse
that they had also been benefited. This first Gulf war, followed by
the second and the wars in Afghanistan, Libya and now Syria, even
though they are fought through the "rebels," show that these wars
fit into the measures implemented by international capital, whose
guarantor at this time are the United States, to react against the
inexorable law of the downward tendency of the average profit
quota. These measures will inevitably undermine the living
conditions of the working class and increase the rivalries between



the states, which will be forced to move from the economic war to
war without quarter to resolve economic disputes.

We refer below to a graph with the "surrounding” curves,
mentioned at the beginning, that are only drawn using the
maximum points and that give a clearer idea of the historical trend
of capitalism in Great Britain, France, Germany, USA. These curves
show clearly that the older capitalisms grow less than the younger
ones.
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Now let us focus on China to show its enormous economic
growth and to assess its weight in the world economy.

Index of industrial production, China
1977 =100
Data gathered by the National Bureau of Statistics of China
Year-on- Year-on-
Year year % Index Year year % Index
variation variation

1977 100.0

1978 13 113.0 1998 10.8 1753.1
1979 8.8 122.9 1999 11.6 1956.4
1980 9.3 134.4 2000 17.8 2304.7
1981 4.3 140.2 2001 1.4 2567.4
1982 7.8 151.1 2002 16.0 2978.2
1983 1.2 168.0 2003 28.4 3824.0
1984 16.3 195.4 2004 32 5047.5
1985 21.4 237.2 2005 24.7 6294.8
1986 1.7 265.0 2006 25.8 7918.4
1987 17.7 311.9 2007 28.0 10135.2
1988 20.8 376.7 2008 25.2 12689.0
1989 8.5 408.8 2009 8.0 13705.5
1990 7.8 440.6 2010 27.0 17405.6
1991 14.8 505.8 2011 14.0 19842.3
1992 24.7 630.8 2012 10.0 21826.8
1993 27.3 803.0 2013 7.6 23485.2
1994 24.2 997.3 2014 7.0 25129.1
1995 20.3 | 1199.8 2015 6.0 26639.6
1996 16.6 | 1398.9 2016 6.2 28288.4
1997 13.1 | 1582.2 2017 6.5 30127.1

By examining the numbers, we see that from 1977 (data
available officially, but more than enough for the purposes of our
presentation) the growth of China has been impetuous when
compared to the countries seen above. The average rate of increase
in industrial production from 1977 to 2017, an interval of 40 years,
is 15%. In the same period, the average is 2.18% for the US, 1.9%
for Germany, 1.18% for Japan.

At first glance it seems that Chinese growth denies our theory.

Our theory has always demonstrated, with historical data, and we 26

have seen it in the perspective of long cycles, that high growth
rates are the characteristic of young capitalisms. China has been
the last to arrive and has started its race after the second postwar
period. China has a much higher growth rate than advanced
capitalist countries because it is a young capitalism. But this
inexorable law also applies to China and the first symptoms are
being shown in the last 5 years, where the increase was less than
10%, respectively, of 7.6, 7.0, 6.0, 6.2, 6.5 and in the first 6 months
of this year the increase has been around 6%.

Therefore, the law of historical decline in the pace of production
increase also applies to China, which we can already consider a
mature capitalism. In order to maintain this growth pace as long
as possible, China is forced to practice Imperialism, that is, to
export Capitals.

From the 70s, after the meeting in 1972 between the president
of the US Nixon and the president of the People's Republic of China
Mao Tse-tung, the US, followed by the other countries, have begun
to invest their capital in China to try to reverse the fall in the rate
of profit by exploiting the immense deposit of Chinese labor,
variable capital at a low price. It has been the intervention of world
capital, which by nature knows no borders, together with Chinese
capital, that has allowed this development at high rates, exploiting
the enormous reserve of variable capital, the Chinese proletariat,
the only element capable of valorizing the capital, and not capital
itself, as the mediocre bourgeois economists argue, who do
nothing but retake the theories of the vulgar economists of the
eighteenth century, already demolished by Marx. Below, we
present the data in graph form of the Chinese industrial production
indexes that clearly show the high growth rate of a young
capitalism with a huge army of reserve labor.

Industrial production index
China, 1985 = 100, average annual increase 16.86%
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The following graph shows the trend of the 1999-2017 cycle
for the first 13 industrial countries in the world and shows that the
continental Asians China, India and South Korea are the only
countries that are always growing in this period (they have never
had a year of fall in the preceding). This shows that, for some years,
the center of gravity of the world economy has moved to Asia and
that, from year to year, Asia will increasingly become the center of
attraction of international capital which has, as an inevitable
consequence, the breakdown of the geopolitical balances which
arose from the Second World War.

Industrial production index 2015 =100
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These data, presented above, are the real cause of the US
government's turmoil, which tries, with threats of war, sanctions,
customs tariffs, etc. to reverse the trend of economic decline with
respect to its competitors.

Production of steel and other base metals of the
capitalist industry

In order to give also a comparison in absolute and not only
relative terms, such as indices of industrial production, let us now
see the evolution of the production of some basic commodities of
the capitalist economy, which represent constant capital, produced
on a large scale and comparable.

Let us first take steel production as a fundamental product in
capitalist production.

In the following table we show the numerical values of the first
12 steel producing countries in the world and the world total in
millions of tons. In 2017, a total of 1,689 million tons of steel were
produced worldwide, of which China, with 831 million tons in
2017, produced 49.2%, compared to 6.2% of Japan, 5.65% of
India, 4.8% of the US, 4.2% of Russia, 4.06% of South Korea, 2.6%
of Germany and the escalation of others with lesser quotas. The
sum of the production of China, Japan, India and South Korea
represents 64.2% of the world steel production for 2017.

Production of steel, various countries
2012 to 2017
Country 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
China 716.5 815.4 822.8 803.8 808.4 831.0
Japan 107.2 110.6 110.7 105.2 104.8 104.7
USA 88.6 86.9 88.3 78.9 78.6 81.6
Russia 70.6 68.9 70.7 71.1 70.8 713
India 76.7 81.2 832 89.6 95.62 101.4
South Korea 69.3 66 71.0 69.7 68.6 71.0
Germany 207 226 429 207 42.1 434
Ukraine 329 328 27.2 229 2422 213
Brazil 347 342 339 332 302 344
Italy 27.2 24.1 237 220 234 24.1
France 15.6 15.7 16.1 15.0 14.41 15.5
Canada 13.7 12,5 12.6 12,5 12.65 13.6
Mexico 18.2 18.4 19.0 183 18.81 19.9
England 9.8 11.9 12.1 10.9 7.64 75
Turkey 359 347 34.0 315 332 375
Spain 13.6 13.7 14.2 14.9 13.62 145
Egypt 6.6 6.8 6.5 55 5.04 6.9
Iran 145 15.4 16.3 16.1 17.9 212
World total 1552.9| 1642.2| 16615 1622.8] 1609.64| 1689.4

Of these countries, those that have had a significant increase
in production in these five years are: China from 716.5 to 831,
+15.9%; India from 76.7 to 101.4, +32.2%; Iran from 14.5 to
21.2, +46.2%.

Whereas those that have had a significant drop in production
are: USA, —7.9%; Ukraine, —5.2%; England, —23.4%. A sign that
the two historical imperialisms of the capitalist era are weakening
despite their rhetoric.

The per capita production in 2017 for some countries has been:

State kg per capita
China 615
Japan 830
Germany 540
USA 250
South Korea 1,392
India 79
Italy 388
Great Britain 117
Russia 502
World 45
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This data also shows that Asian countries have a higher per
capita production than the countries of the old capitalism.

Steel production, 2005-2017, and graphic

Steel production figures confirm that industrial production has
its center of gravity in Asia with 62% of steel production and that
China is the world's leading economic power with 49.7% of steel
in 2017 versus 4.87% of the US. Therefore, Chinese production is
10.2 times higher than that of the US, data that unequivocally
demonstrates that the first industrial power is clearly China.
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Even with the graph of steel production we see the
confirmation that China's industrial growth since 1980 has been
overwhelming and in 1996 it became the world's leading producer.
Its march has continued until it overwhelms the old European
imperialisms (Great Britain, France, Germany, Italy) and American
(USA) that together currently (2017) produce 10.24% of world
steel which represents 20.6% of Chinese steel. This fact confirms
the ultra parasitic nature of these bourgeoisies that have raised per
capita consumption (thanks to financial income), producing only a
part of what they consume, particularly, the American bourgeoisie.
The settling of scores is very close.

The new steel production map is a good indicator of the change
in strength relationships on the world board. Being invariant, we
take a quote from “Trajectory and catastrophe of the capitalist
form in the classical and monolithic theoretical construction of
Marxism":

“The numbers say it better than words.

In 1870 the British dominance still lasts, with the percentage of
31.8%. A country that then has a forty-part of the world'’s
population produces a third of industrial manufactures. In the table
it is followed by: USA with 23.3%, Germany 13.2% and France
(fallen from second place a long time ago) 10.3%. Japan is still
absent, Russia is seen with a shy 3.7%, everything else is
unimportant.

We will only follow the big historical changes.

In 1881-1885 the English primacy has been lost: USA 28.6%,
England 26.6%. Germany on the rise, France on a sharp decline.

In 1896-1900 the remarkable fact is the approach of Germany
to England: USA 30.1%, England 19.5%, Germany 16.6%, France
7.1%. We emphasize that Russia (Tsarist) is at 5%, Italy at 2.7%
and Japan at 0.6%.

In 1906-1910 the USA achieve for the first time the “primacy
of all time” (perhaps from the Roman Empire onward) slaves
apart...) with 35.3%. In Europe the fact that announces the war:
Germany surpasses Albion: 15.9% against 14.7%, France falls
further to 6.4%. Russia is reaffirmed at 5%, Japan rises to 1.0%
(victory in the East) and ltaly to 3.1%.



The figures of the imperialist vigil of 1913 accentuate all these
results in the same direction. (...)

Alfter the first territory changes of the First World War and the
resumption until 1926-29 it will be possible to verify: the USA have
crushed Europe under a new and greater primacy of all time:
42.2%! But Germany has not been defeated forever: it is still the
second with 11.6%. The victors follow: England 9.4%, France
6.6%, ltaly 3.3%. As for Russia, it has not recovered yet, it only
recovers the position of the Tsarist era. 4.3%.

But it is Russia that stands out in the figures of 1936-38, that
Is, in the vigil of the Second World War, causing with its powerful
industrialization, over an immense territory, the fall of the
American potential, to 32.2% only. Russia had already reached
second place with 18.5%. It was followed at a distance by:
Germany with 10.7%, England with 9.2%, France with just 4.5%,
Japan (with its steep rise), with 3.5%, and ltaly with 2.7%, in
noticeable withdrawal.

from these figures we have also made a reduction in
population parity. The scale or graduation becomes: 1. USA, 2.57;
2. England, 1.95; 3. Germany, 1.34; 4. Russia, 1.18; 5. france 1.11;
6. ltaly, 0.61, 7. Japan, 0.50.

We should now transfer the deductions that can be drawn from
an analogous statistic after the Second World War updated to date.
In the investigation used, the years of depression have been
precisely avoided. An investigation of the kind (the one exposed so
far is very superficial) can establish a relationshjp between the
changes of the industrial power fields and the probable alignments
in the successive wars: a law confirmed for the first and second
world war brings remarkable clarity in the forecast of the third,
paying attention to countries in decline of prestige on the one hand
and those that are in aggressive progress (we are dealing with
statistics, not —disgusting— with morality!) on the other.

Qualitatively it is true that the last positions of the United
States, above one third of world production, are firmly held today;
Russia has progressed well to the fifth and perhaps to the fourth,
while England and France (and Italy) still fall. Germany is trying to
get a third recovery, and Japan a second one.

When the boundaries between the markets are broken, and the
limits for disarmament are left in the past the focal points of
imperial rivalries will leave out some of the traditional Furopean
powers, and at the forefront will be the conservative USA; Russia,
Germany and Japan (or Asia). How they distribute or ally among
them, a break-up of the premiere in America will always be the
most beautiful asset of the Revolution, if they had not had time to
try to take the beast of military imperialism before. ” (Il Programma
Comunista 19, 1957)

We want to continue this method with the numbers, related to
industrial production, commerce, construction, because it is the
only method that allows us to establish what are the relations of
force among imperialisms and anticipate catastrophic
confrontation.

Now we can clearly affirm that China is the contender who has
taken the primacy to the conservative USA and the objective of the
present work is also to evaluate the relation between the economic
power of China with respect to the USA.

Aluminum production

Also in the production of aluminum China has a 50 percent
share.

This graphic highlights well the powerful Chinese advancement
even in this sector, where it has expelled the USA with prepotency,
which until 2002 held world leadership.
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Total for 2000 to 2018: 739,861 thousand metric tonnes of aluminum
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The following data can be obtained from this map of world
aluminum production:

Total for 2017 to 2018: 63,404 thousand metric tonnes of aluminium
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China in 2017 produced (32,255 / 63,404) x 100 = 50.87%,
that is, half of the world's aluminum, while the United States and
Canada combined produced only 6.2%.

In August 2018, China produced 3,120 million tons of
aluminum from a world total of 5,485 million tons with a
percentage of 56.9% of the world total.

Aluminum is a fundamental metal in manufacturing and
especially in the aeronautical sector. It is also used in the
automobile sector: both gasoline and electric engines use
aluminum. Future electric cars will have an even higher percentage
of aluminum.

Let us now examine the production of vehicles that include
cars, trucks and light commercial vehicles for 2017. The data is
taken from OICA (International Organization of Motor Vehicle
Manufacturers).

The following table shows, in the three columns, the production
of cars, the production of commercial vehicles and the total
number of cars + commercial vehicles.

The most surprising fact is that the car production of China is
more than twice of USA.

China production = 29,015,434
USA production = 11,189,985

ROW Estimated
Unreported -
1,800

And doing the due division:
29,015,434 /11,189,985 = 2.5929

It turns out that China's car production is 2.59 times that of the
United States.



We also present a table calculated on the sales of electric cars
that should represent the solution to reduce pollution, but which
actually serves capital to remove traditional cars from circulation
and give a new vigor to the sale of cars with subsequent relative
gains.

The sale of electric cars in 2017

Number of electric car registrations and percentage over the
total cars sold in the country

Number of electric car % over
Country registrations total
CHINA 652,000 ! 2.8%
USA 199,826 1.7%
EUROPE 149,086 & o 1%

Source: Dataroom of Corriere Della Sera da InsisEvs/
Automotive News China e Avere

Also in this new sector we see that, in 2017, 652,000 electric
cars were registered in China versus 199,826 in the USA and
149,086 in Europe. It is presumed that by 2018 between 1.5 and 2
million electric cars will be sold in China. These data also show that
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Production statistics China has become the largest capitalist economy in the world,
Commercial % clearly surpassing the United States.
Country Cars vehicles Total change

Total 73,456,531 23,846,003 97,302,534 2.36% .
Argentina 203,700 268,458 472,158 -0.13% Cement production
Australia 88,195 10,437 98,632 -38.85% Capacity and world production. In thousands (1,000) of tons
Austria 81,000 18,880 99,880 -8.98%
Belgium 336,000 43,140 379,140 -5.08% Cement production Clinker capacity
Brazil 2,269,468 430,204 2,699,672 25.20% 2016 2017 2016 2017
Canada 749458 1450331 2,199,789 7.21% USA Gl 55 0000 86300 07000 ~09.000
China 24,806,687 4,208,747 29,015,434 3.19% Puerto Rico) ' ‘ ' '
Czechia 1,413,881 6,112 1,419,993 0.00% Brazil 57,000 54,000 60,000, 60,000
Egypt 9,970 26,670 36,640 1.13% China 2,400,000 | 2,400,000 | 2,000,000 | 2,000,000
Finland 91,598 0 91,598 90.83% Egypt 55’000 58,000 46,000 48,000
France 1,748,000 479,000 2,227,000 6.54% india 280,000 270,000 280,000 280,000
Germany 2,645,581 0 5645581 1.76% Indonesia 63,000 66,000 78,000 78,000
Hungary 502,000 3,400 505,400 -4.01% Iran 55,000 56,000 79,000 80,000
India 3,952,550 830,346 4,782,896 5.83% Japan 53,300 53,000 53,000 53,000
Indonesia 982,356 234259 1,216,615 3.30% South Korea 57000 53,000 50,000 50,000
:ZR{ 1"7‘13'22(2’ 322?‘22 11512332 1?;23’ Saudi Arabia 56,000 58,000 80,000 80,000

' ' ' ' . 0
Japan 8347,836 15345910 9,693,746 531% \T/l::t(szm siggg Siggg ggggg ;;ggg
Malaysia 424,880 35,260 460,140  -15.62% 77300 78 000 90,000 9000
Mexico 1,900,029 2,168,386 4,068,415 13.00% ' ‘ ' '
Morocco 341,802 34,484 376,826 9.00% Other 724,000 750,000 625.000 721,000
Netherlands 155,000 2,280 157,280 74.97% countries
Poland 514,700 175,029 689,729 1.16% (approx.)
Portugal 126,426 49,118 175,544 22.68% World total 4,100,000 4,100,000 3,700,000 3,800,000
Romania 359,240 10 359,250 -0.02% (approx.) _ _
Russia 1,348,029 203,264 1551,203  19.01% (1) Clinker: main cement component
Serbia 79,360 552 79,912 -0.51%
Slovakia 1,001,520 0 1,001,520 3.70% These data have been provided by “United States Geological
Slovenia 189,852 0 189,852 42.00% " . "\
South Africa 321358 268,593 589,951 151% Survey”, an Amerlcz_an agency that creates a census and provides
South Korea| 3,735,399 379514 4114913 2.69% data on the production of minerals and raw materials from around
Spain 2,291,492 556,843 2,848,335 1.30% the world.
Sweden 226,000 0 226,000 10.04% The values in the table are expressed in thousands of tons and,
Taiwan 230,356 61,207 291,563 -5.80% therefore, world production is 4,100 million tons. Since the world
Thailand 818,440 1,170,383 1,988,823 2.28% population is 7,600 million inhabitants, the per capita cement
Turkey 1,142,506 5285 1657531 1412% production is 578.9 kg and, therefore, 1.6 kg per day, but 1.6 kg of
Ukraine 7,29 2,246 9542 81.27% food per inhabitant cannot be guaranteed.
UK 1,671,166 78219 1,749,385 -3.70% This table tell hat Chi duct 53.59% of
USA 3033216 8156769 11.189.985 B13% is table tells us that Chinese production represents 58." % 0
Uzbekistan 140,247 0 140,247 59.10% world cement production, a basic element for the construction of
Other 536,725 221,947 758,672 16% houses, infrastructure, factories, etc. If we add Chinese production

to other Asian countries, we have that cement production in Asia
is more than 70% of that of the world.

Cement is essential in the construction of buildings, roads,
bridges, various infrastructures, etc.

Energy production

ENERGY PRODUCTION 2017

Rank Country/State Production of Electricity (GWh)

1 China 6,495,100
2 USA 4,281,800
3 India 1,497,000
4 Russia 1,091,200
5 Japan 1,020,000
6 Canada 693,400
7 Germany 654,200
8 Brazil 590,900
9 South Korea 571,700
10 France 554,100
1" Saudi Arabia 375,600
12 Great Britain 335,900
13 Mexico 315,000
14 Iran 304,400
15 Turkey 295,500
16 Italy 295,400
World Total 25,551,300




Even in this sector, China surpassed the USA with a 51%
higher production.

External debt and monetary reserves

Debt - external (billions of dollars)
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2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Countries |2000/2001| 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 ( 2006 [ 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2017 | 2018
China 159| 162|149.4|149.4(197.81233.3|1252.8( 305.6( 363| 379.8| 349.3| 406.6| 697.2| 770.8| 863.2| 1.421| 1,649
Germany 3626 3904| 4,489| 5250| 5208| 4,713| 5624 5719| 5717| 5326| 5326
Italy 45 868.5(913.9|922.5| 1,957| 996.3| 2,328| 2,328| 2,223| 2,684| 2,493| 2,604| 2,444| 2,444
UK 4,710(7,107( 8,280(10,450| 9,170| 9,088| 8,981| 9,836(10,090( 9,577| 8,126| 8,126
USA 862| 862| 862| 862|1,400|1,400(8,837|10,040|12,25013,640(13,450(13,980(14,710(15,930(15,680(17,910(17,910

Definition of Debt - external: Total public and private debt due to non-residents repayable in internationally accepted
currencies, goods or services. These figures are calculated based on the exchange rate, i.e. not in terms of purchasing
power parity (PPP).

The table above shows that the US foreign debt is 10.8 times
greater than that of China, 17 trillion 910 billion dollars against 1
trillion 649 billion dollars, and that of England is 4.93 times greater
than that of China. These data also clearly show the parasitism of
these two imperialisms.

Using the data provided in the table above we calculate the
Debt Per Capita and obtain:

England $123,781; Germany $66,084; USA $54,833; ltaly
$39,331; China $1,195.

As it may be clearly seen, the highest state debt for all the
citizens in the world is that of England, followed by Germany, the
United States, Italy and China, where each Chinese has a debt of
only 0.9% compared to the English. Perfidious Albion is keen on
continuing playing an imperialist role by indebting itself up to the
neck.

Foreign exchange and gold reserves (US $)
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238.900,000.000| 248.900.000.000 173.700,000,000( 185.300.000.000 Germany
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Definition of foreign currency reserves and gold: Provides the value in dollars for the stock of all financial
assets available to the central monetary authority to be used to meet a country's balance of payments needs
at the end of the specified period. This category includes not only foreign currency and gold, but also a
country's special drawing rights holdings in the International Monetary Fund and its reserve position in the Fund.

The data in the first row of the table refer to China.

Per capita reserves:

China $2,315; Germany $2,229; Italy $2,188; England $360;
USA $85.

Even these data on foreign currency and gold reserves show
the parasitic role of these two imperialisms that delude themselves
with being able to live on income as in the old days and confirm
that China is also the world's leading financial power.

Conclusions

The following conclusions are drawn from the presentation of
the most significant economic data in the field of production:

The main industrial country is China and for more than a
decade it has surpassed the United States and the gap between
the two economies is bound to increase even more.

Comparing the production of steel, cement, aluminum, energy,

China's industrial production is 2.5 times higher than that of the
United States. This fact has caused a stir in the government of the
United States that finally and officially has come to affirm that the
greatest enemy of the United States is China. This observation is
essentially based on the fact that the Chinese economy, a true
productive volcano, has invaded the entire world with its
merchandise at a lower price than that of products of the
competition of the same quality [a sign that the Chinese industrial
apparatus is more efficient and productive than the American].
Right after China, all of Asia is now being developed
capitalistically, starting from India and followed by Vietnam,
Indonesia, Thailand, Pakistan. ..

The United States was keen on being able to control and
dominate the world economy thanks to the use of the dollar as
international currency and its financial apparatus. They have been
excited to live on income by extorting through finance a large part
of the surplus value produced in other states.

To oppose this material tendency, it only has to try to restore
its supremacy with a world war on several fronts. But now, contrary
to what happened in World War | and Il (when they intervened the
war had already begun and, therefore, the other contestants had
already bled out) this time they will have to be the first to attack.
To do this, the US must also have allies that will not be easy to find,
since it governs with the introduction of customs tariffs, believing
that it can give competitors a hard time but actually creating
enemies... It could perhaps seek such allies among poor and
hungry countries (Latin America and Africa) that can supply
cannon fodder to be used on war fronts. In fact, it is said that
starvation is the worst of deaths and that it is not wished even for
the worst enemy.

Now we want to compare the variation of the world population
by geographical areas between 1950 and 2018 because these data
highlight the availability of the labor force of the corresponding
capitalisms, the labor force from which surplus value is extracted.

. Population %

Region (1950) over total

1 Asia 1,404,061,590 55.4

2 Europe 549,375,019 21.7

3 Africa 228,670,019 9.0

4 North America 172,602,624 6.8

5 Latin America 168,917,693 6.7

6 Oceania 12,647,721 0.5

World's Total 2,536,274,721 100

) % Variati

Region Population over on %
(2018) total 2018-
1950

1 Asia 4,545,133,094 59.55 +4.15

2 | Africa 1,287,920,518 16.87 +7.87

3 Europe 742,648,010 9.73 -11.97

4 Latin America 652,012,001 8.54 +1.84

5 North 363,844,490 4.77 -2.03

America

6 | Oceania 41,261,212 0.54 +0.04

World's Total 7,632,819,325 100

Looking at the population distribution tables of 1950 and 2018,
we clearly see that Europe has had a sharp drop in the percentage
breakdown, from 21.7% to 9.73%. North America fell 2.03%,
while the biggest increases were for Africa and Asia, respectively.
Even these data on the population show that in the coming years
North America and Europe will have a smaller share, both in the
production and distribution of the capital generated, because
capital accumulates thanks to the extortion of surplus value to

fundamental sectors of capitalist production, we conclude that30 workers and, therefore, whoever has a greater number of workers



will accumulate more. Only winning a war will allow the old
imperialisms to temporarily reverse this trend.

Given that surplus value or profit, which will necessarily be
reinvested in production, is extorted from the working class, it will
be the countries with the highest population and, therefore, with
the greatest work force, those that are destined to have a
prominent role in the arena of the capitalist market to the
detriment of older capitalisms. Hence the need for the United
States to oppose competitors not only in the economic field, but
especially in the military if it wants to keep the supremacy
conquered in World War II.

To conclude, we quote some excerpts from “The Manifesto of
the Communist Party” by Karl Marx to confirm that the economic
laws described by Marx in “Capital” are the same today and
exactly explain the events of the current economy.

“The need of a constantly expanding market for its products
chases the bourgeoisie over the entire surface of the globe. It must
nestle everywhere, settle everywhere, establish connections
everywhere.

The bourgeoisie has through its exploitation of the world
market given a cosmopolitan character to production and
consumption in every country. To the great chagrin of Reactionists,
it has drawn from under the feet of industry the national ground
on which it stood. All old-established national industries have been
destroyed or are daily being destroyed. They are dislodged by new
Industries, whose introduction becomes a life and death question
for all civilized nations, by industries that no longer work up
indigenous raw material, but raw material drawn from the
remotest zones; industries whose products are consumed, not only
at home, but in every quarter of the globe. In place of the old wants,
satistied by the production of the country, we find new wants,
requiring for their satisfaction the products of distant lands and
climes. In place of the old local and national seclusion and self-
sufficiency, we have intercourse in every direction, universal inter-
dependence of nations. And as in material, so also in intellectual
production. The intellectual creations of individual nations become
common  property. National one-sidedness and narrow-
mindedness become more and more impossible and from the
numerous national and local literatures, there arises a world
literature.

The bourgeoisie, by the rapid improvement of all instruments
of production, by the immensely facilitated means of
communication, draws all, even the most barbarian, nations into
civilization. The cheap prices of commodities are the heavy artillery
with which it batters down all Chinese walls, with which it forces
the barbarians’ intensely obstinate hatred of foreigners to
capitulate. It compels all nations, on pain of extinction, to adopt
the bourgeois mode of production, it compels them to introduce
what it calls civilization into their midst, i.e, to become bourgeois
themselves. In one word, it creates a world after its own image.”

“The discovery of America, the rounding of the Cape, opened
up fresh ground for the rising bourgeoisie. The East-Indian and
Chinese markets, the colonization of America, trade with the
colonies, the increase in the means of exchange and in
commodities generally, gave to commerce to navigation, to
industry, an impulse never before known, and thereby, to the
revolutionary element in the tottering feudal society, a rapid
development.

The feudal system of industry, in which industrial production
was monopolized by closed guilds, now no longer sufficed for the
growing wants of the new markets. The manufacturing system
took its place. The guild-masters were pushed on one side by the
manufacturing middle class; division of labor between the different
corporate guilds vanished in the face of division of labor in each
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Meantime the markets kept ever growing, the demand ever
rising. Even manufacturer no longer sufficed. Thereupon, steam
and machinery revolutionized industrial production. The place of
manufacture was taken by the giant. Modern Industry; the place of
the industrial midale class by industrial millionaires, the leaders of
the whole industrial armies, the modern bourgeois.

Modern industry has established the world market, for which
the discovery of America paved the way. This market has given an
immense development to commerce to navigation, to
communication by land. This development has, in its turn, reacted
on the extension of industry; and in proportion as industry
commerce, navigation, railways extended, in the same proportion
the bourgeoisie developed, increased its capital, and pushed into
the background every class handed down from the Middle Ages. ”

“A similar movement is going on before our own eyes. Modern
bourgeois society, with its relations of production, of exchange and
of property, a society that has conjured up such gigantic means of
production and of exchange, is like the sorcerer who is no longer
able to control the powers of the nether world whom he has called
up by his spells. For many a decade past the history of industry and
commerce is but the history of the revolt of modern productive
forces against modern conditions of production, against the
property relations that are the conditions for the existence of the
bourgeois and of its rule. It is enough to mention the commercial
crises that by their periodical return put the existence of the entire
bourgeois society on its trial, each time more threateningly. In
these crises, a great part not only of the existing products, but also
of the previously created productive forces, are periodically
destroyed. In these crises, there breaks out an epidemic that, in all
earlier epochs, would have seemed an absurdity — the epidemic of
over-production. Society suddenly finds itself put back into a state
of momentary barbarism, it appears as if a famine, a universal war
of devastation, had cut off the supply of every means of
subsistence’ industry and commerce seem to be destroyed: and
why? Because there is too much civilization, too much means of
subsistence, too much industry, too much commerce. The
productive forces at the disposal of society no longer tend to
further the development of the conditions of bourgeois property;
on the contrary, they have become too powerful for these
conditions, by which they are fettered, and so soon as they
overcome these fetters, they bring disorder into the whole of
bourgeois society, endanger the existence of bourgeois property.
The conditions of bourgeois society are too narrow to comprise the
wealth created by them. And how does the bourgeoisie get over
these crises? On the one hand by enforced destruction of a mass
of productive forces; on the other; by the conquest of new markets,
and by the more thorough exploitation of the old ones. That is to
say, by paving the way for more extensive and more destructive
crises, and by diminishing the means whereby crises are prevented.
(.)

Owing to the extensive use of machinery, and to the division of
labor; the work of the proletarians has lost all individual character;
and, consequently, all charm for the workman. He becomes an
appendage of the machine, and it is only the most simple, most
monotonous, and most easily acquired knack, that is required of
him. Hence the cost of production of a workman s restricted,
almost entirely, to the means of subsistence that he requires for
maintenance, and for the propagation of his race. But the price of
a commodiity, and therefore also of labor, is equal to its cost of
production. In proportion, therefore, as the repulsiveness of the
work increases, the wage decreases. Nay more, in proportion as the
use of machinery and division of labor increases, in the same
proportion the burden of toil also increases, whether by
prolongation of the working hours, by the increase of the work
exacted in a given time or by increased speed of machinery, etc.”
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Extract from “El Comunista n°64"

(the original article starts before ...) But it is not only on the
basis of quarantines and repression against the proletariat that
Venezuelan capitalism controls the situation. The bourgeoisie
has an even more effective method: the parliamentary
circus.

What is the capitalist way out of this monstrous situation? The
preparation of the "opposition" to take responsibility
by following the same political and social line that the
army party is practicing: to continue to starve and kill the
proletarian workers with diseases, when necessary using the
national guard, the army and all the repressive bodies of the state,
against the revolts or social explosions that will come in the future.

The only thing that is clear to this "opposition” is that the
working class does not have to organize itself to fight for its own
goals but only to put them on the parliamentary bench. The last
great invention of this parliamentary opposition is precisely not to
run for the elections... It will not be us who will say that the
elections serve for anything but to deceive the exploited, but it is
difficult to imagine something more absurd than a parliamentary
opposition that does not even run for the elections.

It was recently made public by the Public Prosecutor's Office
that Diego Salazar, cousin of Rafael Ramirez, who ran PDVSA for
12 years, “created a shed of 100 ghost companies (...) Salazar's
organization laundered 1.347 billion in Andorra between 2011 and
2012. The money came from alleged commissions paid by
companies, mainly Chinese, in exchange for awards from the
Venezuelan state”. (El Pais, 13-06-2020).

This is the classic performance of all "patriots", filling their

pockets with money and taking it elsewhere. “During this ,oer/'aaf32

the state oil company paid 4.5 million euros for non-existent
reports to Alejo Morodo, son of the former Spanish ambassador in
Caracas Raul Morodbo. " (El Pais, 13-06-2020)

The "opposition" only seriously disagrees with
Chavismo on who should plunder PDVSA, whether one
or the other. The army party or chavismo has used a
network of 100 phantom companies to do this, and the
"opposition” is proposing the simplest way of
privatising it without further ado and without having to
make such a detour.

As working class and exploited workers, we must be prepared
to reject both the officialism and the opposition and to oppose all
measures that both currents of the bourgeoisie will try to impose
on us to make us pay even more for the crisis when the period of
confinement is over. We must, in all possible working class and
proletarian sectors, organize ourselves independently, break with
parliamentarism and its electoral parties, because our situation of
exploitation is the same in all companies and state institutions.

As long as capitalism exists, the oil rent will drug the
Venezuelan economy and condemn the proletariat to hunger. We
need to put an end to capitalism in order not to die of
hunger and we need to unmask the false chavista socialism in
order to bring down both at the same time.

For this, we need to organize ourselves in the International
Communist Party, we need to recover the collective study of the
texts of Marxism and the study of the economic course of world
imperialism, we need the link with the struggles and the
organization of the Party on an international level.

(... the original article continues)



THE FALSE RESOURCE OF ACTIVISM
Second part of the Meeting of Milan, September the 7"1952

1.- A usual objection, that is at its turn not original, but that
has already accompanied the worst degeneration episodes of
the movement, is that which underestimates the clarity and
continuity in the terrain of the principles, and encourages to “be
political”, to plunge in the activity of the movement (which will
show the path to follow), to not stop to decide copying texts
and analyzing precedent experiences, but to advance with no
truce in the heat of the action.

2.- At the same time, this practicism is a deformation of
Marxism, whether by willing to bring to the foreground the spirit
of decision and vivacity of leading and vanguard groups with
not many doctrinal scruples, whether by redirecting to a
decision and a consultation “of the class” and its majorities,
pretending to choose the path that, pushed by the economic
interest, the majority of workers prefer. These are old tricks, and
no traitor sold to the dominant class has ever left without
sustaining, first, that he was the best and most active “practical”
advocate of the workers' interests, and, secondly, that he acted
this way because of the manifested will of the mass of his
supporters... or electors.

3.- The revisionist deviation, for instance the evolutionist,
reformist and legalistic one of Bernstein, in depth was activist
and not ultra-deterministic. It didn’t aim to substitute the vast
revolutionary goal for the little that the situation allowed the
workers to obtain, but to close the eyes in front of the burning
vision of the historical arch and say: the result of the moment is
everything, let us propose ourselves — not universally but locally
and transitorily — immediate and reduced goals, and it will be
possible to shape these results with the will. The unionists that
supported violence 4 /a Sore/said the same thing, and had the
same end. The first ones aimed more to pull legal parliamentary
measures; the second ones to obtain victories at a company or
category level. Both turned their backs to the historical tasks.

4.- All those and other thousand forms of “eclecticism”, that
is, of the claimed freedom to change fronts and doctrine
corpuses, started with a falsification: they considered that such
a continuous rectification of the shooting line, or route change,
was to be found in the orientation and in the texts of Marx and
Engels. In all our work, with abundance of deep studies and
quotations, we have shown the continuity of this line, stressing,
among other things, that the work and the most recent texts
refer themselves, with the same wording and the same sense,
to the passages and fundamental theories of the first texts.

5.- It is therefore a void legend that of the two successive
“souls” of Marx. According to it, the young one would have still
been idealistic, voluntarist, Hegelian and, under the influence of
the last tremors of the bourgeois revolutions, “barricader” and
insurrectionist. The mature one would have turned into a cold
researcher of contemporaneous economical phenomena,
positive, evolutionist and legalistic. On the contrary, the
repeated deviations, whose long series we have many times
illustrated (whether they present themselves in the banal
meaning as extremist or moderate) have been those that, not
resisting the revolutionary tension of dialectical materialism,
have fallen again in an equally bourgeois deviation, of idealistic,
individualistic, “spreader of consciousness” nature, whose
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(better said, irrevocable revolutionary impotence) at a historical
scale.

6.- It would suffice to remember the final conclusion of the
first volume of Das Kapital, where the expropriation of the
expropriators is described, which shows — as a note indicates —
not being more than a repetition of the corresponding passage
of the Manifesto. The economic theories of the second and third
volume are nothing else but developments over the same stump
of the theory of value and surplus value given in the first volume,
with the same terms, formulae and even the same symbols, and
Antonio Graziadei attempted to break this unity in vain. Itis also
of a fictitious kind the separation between the analytical and
the descriptive part of capitalism, and the programmatic part of
the conquest of socialism. All those that degenerated
demonstrated not having ever grasped the power of the Marxist
critique to utopism, as they neither grasped the critique of
democratism. We are not talking about drafting a purpose and
remain satisfied after having dreamt it, or hope that the pink
color of the dream will move everyone to make it real, but of
finding the end that must be solidly and physically reached, and
directly aim to it, sure that human blindness and
unconsciousness will not impede to reach it.

7.- It is certainly fundamental that Marx established the link
(already felt by the best utopists) between this far realization
and the current physical movement of a social class already in
struggle: the modern proletariat. But this is not enough to
understand all the dynamics of class revolution. If all the
construction of Marx's work, which he was not allowed to finish
himself, is known, it can be seen that he reserved to crown it
this problem of the type and of the impersonal activity of the
class, which was however already clear in his thought and in his
texts.

With this treaty all the economic and social construction is
crowned according to the method that has allowed to establish
it.

8.- It would not suffice to say that Marxist determinism
eliminates as root causes of historical facts (once again: root
cause and operating agent not to be confused) the quality and
the activity of the thought or the struggle of men of exceptional
value, simply moving the ideal factors of consciousness and of
collectiveness from one to many men. This would be to go from
an aristocratic to a demo-popular philosophy, even more far
from ours than the former. We are talking about inverting the
placement of the cause and transfer it outside the ideal
consciousness, to the physical and material fact.

9.- The Marxist thesis states that it is not possible, first of all,
that the conscience of the historical path appears anticipated in
one human brain alone, and that for two reasons: the first is
that the conscience does not follow but precedes the being, that
is, the material conditions that surround the subject of the own
conscience; the second one is that all the forms of social
conscience come from — with some degree of delay so that the
necessary time for the general determination exists — analogous
and parallel circumstances consisting in the economic relations
in which the masses of individuals are found, which form
therefore a social class. These are historically carried to “act
together” much before they can “think together”. The theory



between this relation between the class conditions and the class
action with its future goal is not asked to anybody, in the sense
that it is not asked to an author or isolated leader, and not even
“to all the class” as a simple and momentaneous addition of
individuals in a given country or moment, and even less it could
be deducted from a very bourgeois “consultation” inside the
class.

10.- The dictatorship of the proletariat is not for us a
consulting democracy introduced inside the proletariat, but an
organized historical force that, in a given moment, followed by
a part of the proletariat, and even not by the biggest one,
expresses the material pressure, which bursts the old bourgeois
production mode to clear the path to the new communist mode
of production.

In all this it is not of secondary importance the factor, always
indicated by Marx, constituted by the class deserters of the
dominant class which pass to the revolutionary field and
counterfeit the weight of whole masses of proletarians that
remain at the service of the bourgeoisie as a result of their
material and ideological slavery, masses that almost always
represent the statistical majority of the class.

11.- All the balance of the revolution in Russia does not lead
in any way our current to attribute its passive to the violation of
internal democracy of the class, or to have doubts of Marxist
and Leninist theory of the dictatorship, which does not have as
judge or limit any constitutional or organizational formulae, but
only to the historical relation of forces.

On the contrary, the complete abandonment of the class
dictatorship terrain is precisely made clear in the complete
Stalinist alteration of the revolutionary method. Not less than
the rest of the ex-communists everywhere they pass over to the
terrain of the democracy, they place themselves in the terrain of
the popular and national democracy, and in Russia as well as
outside it they abandon with all their politics the class purposes
for national purposes, which is even acknowledged by the
current vulgar description of their politics as a simple net of
espionage of the Russian state, beyond its borders. Whoever
tries the democratic way starts to follow the capitalist way. And
it is also so with the vague anti-Stalinists that shout in the name
of the proletarian opinion trampled in Russia.

12.- The quotations of Marx that demonstrate this
impersonality of the factor of the historical event, without which
the theory of its materiality would be impossible to propose,
would be countless.

We know that Marx only completed the first book of his
great work Das Kapital. In the letters and prefaces, Engels
reminds the harsh work that was required to order the second
and third volumes (leaving the fourth aside, which is a history
of the adverse economic doctrines).

Engels himself had doubts about the order of the chapters
and sections of the two books that study the process as a whole
of the forms of capitalism, not to “describe” the capitalism of
Marx's time, but to demonstrate that, no matter what happens,
the form of the general process does not head equilibrium
situations and a “state of regime” (as would be that of an
evergreen and constant river without droughts nor floods), but
to a series of crisis every time more acute and to the
revolutionary fall of the examined “general form”.

13.- As he indicated in 1859 preface to the Contribution to
the Critique of Political Economy, first redaction of Das Kapital,
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after having treated the three fundamental classes of modern
society (landowners, capitalists, proletarians), Marx reserved
other three issues: “State, international commerce, world
market”. The issue of the State can be found in the text about
the Paris Commune of 1871 and in the classical chapters of
Engels, as well as in 7he State and Revolution, and the issue of
“international commerce” in 7he Imperialism by Lenin. It was
the work of a historical school and not the Opera Omnia of one
person. The issue of the “world market”, to which an almost
dead Stalin referred with the weak theory of the double market,
flares today in the book of facts, which does not know how to
read: it is here that the fuses of the fire that world capitalism
will present in the second half of the century could be found, if
the researchers would not have run behind the fate of
Homelands and Peoples, and bankrupt ideological systems of
the bourgeois epoch: Peace, Liberty, Independence, Sanctity of
the Person, constitutionality of the electoral decisions...!

14.- After having treated the way in which the social product
is divided among the three fundamental classes forming their
economic incomes (or, less exactly said, their revenues): rent,
profit and salary; after having demonstrated that the transfer of
the first one to the State would not change capitalist order, and
that even the transfer of all the surplus value to the State would
not go beyond the limits of the capitalist form of production
(taking into account that the waste of living work, that is, the
intensity and duration of work, would remain the same due to
the company form and the mercantile system), Marx concludes
this way the strictly economical part: “7he second distinctive
feature of the capitalist mode of production is the production of
surplus-value as the direct aim and determining motive of
production. Capital produces essentially capital, and does so
only to the extent that it produces surplus-value. ” (Das Kapital,
Volume llI, Chapter LI).

(Only communism will be able to produce surplus-product
that is not transformed into capital).

But the root cause is not by any means the existence of the
capitalist, or the capitalist class, which not only is a mere effect,
but even an unnecessary effect.

“Whereas, on the basis of capitalist production, the mass of
direct producers is confronted by the social character of their
production in the form of strictly requlating authority and a
social mechanism of the labor-process organized as a complete
hierarchy (that is: bureaucratized! -note of redaction-) — #his
authority reaching its bearers, however, only as the
personification of the conditions of labor in contrast to labor,
and not as political or theocratic rulers as under earfier modes
of production — among the bearers of this authority, the
capitalists themselves, who confront one another only as
commodity-owners, there reigns complete anarchy within which
the social interrelations of production assert themselves only as
an overwhelming natural law in relation to individual free will. ”
(Ibidem)

Therefore, it is necessary to comply to the formidable
invariance of the text in order to lockdown the alleged updaters
in the darkness of the clumsiest bourgeois prejudice, that which
looks for the responsible of all social inferiority in the “individual
will”, or at the most in the “collective responsibility of a social
class”, while, from then on, everything was perfectly clear, and
the capitalist and the capitalist class could cease here to
“personify” the capital, but it would continue to exist, in front



of us and against us, as a “social mechanism”, as an
“overwhelming natural law" of the production process.

15.- This is the formidable and conclusive chapter LI which
closes the “description” of the present economy, but that in
each page “evokes” the specter of the revolution. Next chapter
LIl, of a little more than a page, is that in which the tired Engels,
below an interrupted line, wrote between square brackets:

“Here the manuscript breaks off. ”

Title: “Classes”. We are in the threshold of the reversal of
the praxis; and once refused the individual will, we come to the
quest of the agent of revolution.

To begin with, the chapter states: we have given the laws of
pure capitalist society, with the mentioned three classes. But
this one does not even exist in England (not even in 1953, there
or in any other place, and will never exist, in the same way that
the two unique material points bearing mass to which Newton’s
law reduces the cosmos).

“The first question to he answered is this: What constitutes
aclass?”

“At first glance — the identity of revenues and sources of
revenue.”

“However, from this standpoint, physicians and officials,
e.g., would also constitute two classes, for they belong to two
distinct social groups, the members of each of these groups
receiving their revenue from one and the same source. The same
would also be true of the infinite fragmentation of interest and
rank into which the division of social labor splits laborers as well
as capitalists and landlords-the latter, e.g., into owners of
vineyards, farm owners, owners of forests, mine owners and
owners of fisheries. ”

The thought and the period stop here. But it is enough.

16.- Without claiming author rights for any sentence, the
crucial chapter, interrupted by death, an arbitrary individual
incident for Karl Marx, who in that sense used to quote Epicurus,
to whom, being a young little PhD student, he dedicated his
thesis, can be completed. As Engels stated: “any event that
derives from necessity embodies in itself its own consolation”.
Lamenting is worthless.

It is not the identities of the income sources, as it seems on
a "first look”, what defines a class.

Unionism, workerism, laborism, corporativism, Mazzinism,
social-Christianism, whether from the past or the future, are
demolished once and for all.

Our conquest went much further than the flabby
acknowledgement by certain ideologists of the spirit and the
individual, of the liberal society and the constitutional State,
that there are and cannot be ignored collective interests of
category. It was at the most a victory of ours the fact that, in
front of the “social question”, even so reduced to small pills, it
was vain to turn the back to and close the eyes. This one was
going to penetrate the modern world. But one thing is to invade
it capillarily and another one to make it burst into pieces.

In the statistical frame, it is worthless to select " qualitatively
the classes according to the pecuniary source of its entries. It is
even more stupid to select them quantitatively according to a
“pyramid of incomes”. From centuries ago, this last one has
been erected; and the census of the State of Rome expressed,
precisely, the scale of incomes. From centuries ago, simple
arithmetical operations have demonstrated to the philosophers
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of the poverty that, by reducing the pyramid to a leveler prism
of equal base, we would only found the society of the shabby.

How to get out qualitatively and quantitatively from these
hundred thousand difficulties?: a high civil servant receives a
salary; therefore, he is being paid in the given moment as a
salaried pawn in a State salt marsh, but the former has a much
higher income than many factory capitalists that live out of
profit or than many traders, and the latter has a higher salary
not only than a small working peasant, but also than a small
house owner that lives out of his rents...

Class is not defined according to economic counts, but
according to the historical position regarding the gigantic
struggle with which the new general form of production
overcomes, demolishes and substitutes the old one.

If the thesis that society in the pure addition of ideal
individuals is idiotic, it is no less so the one that sustains that
the class is the pure addition of economic individuals. Individual,
class and society are not pure economic or ideal categories, but
they change unstoppably depending on place and epoch, as
products of a general process whose real laws are reproduced
in the powerful Marxist construction.

The effective social mechanism leads and shapes individuals,
classes and societies, without “consulting” them of no plan.

Class is defined by its historical path and task; and our class,
due to the arduous and dialectical arriving point of its enormous
effort, is mainly defined by the claim of its own and total
quantitative and qualitative disappearance (because the
disappearance in course of the enemy classes represents little or
nothing).

In front of us, the whole of the class assumes today without
pause changing meanings: nowadays it is for Stalin, for a
capitalist State such as the Russian one, for a gang of candidates
and parliamentarians much more anti-Marxists than the Turati's
and Bissolati's, Longuet or Millerand of the past.

17.- It remains, therefore, nothing else but the party as
current organ that defines the class, that fights for the class,
that rules for the class in its moment and that prepares the end
of the governments and classes. Provided that the party does
not belong to this or the other so-and-so, that it does not
nourish itself from the admiration to the leader, that it defends
again, /f it is necessary with blind faith, the invariable theory,
the rigid organization, the method that does not derive from a
sectarian pre-concept, but that knows that in a society
developed in its type form (be it Europe of year 1900, or Israel
of year zero) the war formula is harshly applied: that who is not
with us is against us.



PROGRAM OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNIST PARTY

The fundamental of the doctrine are the guidelines of the
historical materialism and the critical communism of Marx and
Engels, formulated in The Manifesto of the Communists, in The
Capital and in their other fundamental works, base of the
constitution of the Communist International in 1919, of the
Communist Party of Italy in 1921, and contained in the points of the
program of the party published in «Battaglia Comunista», number 1
from 1951 and republished several times in «Il Programma
Comunista».

We transcribe here the text of the program:

The International Communist Party is constituted upon the basis
of the following principles, established in Livorno in 1921 in the
foundation of the Communist Party of Italy (Section of the
Communist International).

1.~ In the current capitalist social regime and ever-growing
contradiction develops between the productive forces and the
production relation, giving raise to the antitheses of interests and to
the class struggle between the proletariat and the dominant
bourgeoisie.

2.—The current production relations are protected by the power
of the bourgeoisie State which, no matter what is the form of the
representative system and the use of elective democracy, constitutes
the organ for the defense of the interests of the capitalist class.

3.— The proletariat cannot break nor modify the system of
capitalist production relations, whence its exploitation derives,
without the violent destruction of the bourgeoisie power.

4.— The essential organ of the revolutionary struggle of the
proletariat is the class party. The communist party, gathering
together the most advanced and decided part of the proletariat,
unifies the efforts of the worker masses leading them from the
struggles for group interests and contingent results, to the general
struggle for the revolutionary emancipation of the proletariat. The
party has the duty of spreading among the masses the revolutionary
theory, of organizing the material means of action, of leading the
working mass during the struggle assuring the historical continuity
and the international unity of the movement.

5.— After the overthrow of the capitalist power, the proletariat
will not be able to organize itself in dominant class if it does not
destroy the old state machine and the imposition of its own
dictatorship, that is, depriving of all rights and political function the
bourgeoisie class and all its individuals as long as they survive
socially, and basing the organs of the new regime only upon the
producing class. the communist party, whose programmatic
characteristic consists in this fundamental execution, represents,
organizes and leads in a unitary form the proletarian dictatorship.
The necessary defense of the proletarian State against all
counterrevolutionary attempts can only be assured depriving the
bourgeoisie and all the parties hostile to the proletarian dictatorship,
of any mean of agitation and political propaganda, and with the
armed organization of the proletariat to refuse internal and external
attacks.

6.— Only the force of the proletarian State will be able to
systematically apply all the successive intervention measures in the
relations of the social economy, which with the substitution of the
capitalist system for the collective management of production and
distribution will be effectuated.

7~ As a result of this economic transformation and the
consequent transformations of all the activities of social life, the
need of a political State will progressively be eliminated, and its
machinery will progressively be reduced to the rational
administration of human activities.
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The position of the party in front of the situation of the capitalist
world and the worker movement after the second world war is based
upon the following points:

8.— During the first half of the XXth century, the capitalist social
system has developed itself, in the economical field, with the
introduction of employer unions with monopolistic aims and the
attempts to control and lead the production and the exchanges
according to central plans, until the state management of whole
productive sectors; in the political field, with the growth of the police
and military potential of the State and the governmental
totalitarianism. All these are not new types of social organization
defined as a transition from capitalism to socialism, neither a return
to prebourgeois political regimes; on the contrary, they are precise
forms of even more direct and exclusive management of the power
and the State by the most developed forces of the capital.

This process excludes the pacifist, evolutionist and progressive
interpretations of the future of the bourgeoisie regime, and confirms
the forecast of the concentration and the antagonistic disposition of
the class forces. In order to be able to strengthen and concentrate
the revolutionary forces of the proletariat with the potential that
corresponds that of the class enemy, the proletariat must refuse, as
its own claim and as an agitation method, the vain return to the
democratic liberalism and to the demand of legal guarantees, and
must historically finish with the method of alliances with transitory
aims of the revolutionary class party, whether with bourgeoisie or
middle-class parties of with pseudo-worker parties with reformist
program.

9.— The imperialist world wars show that the disintegration crisis
of the capitalism is inevitable, with the decisive opening of the
period in which its expansion does not arouse the productive forces
any more, but conditions its accumulation to a repeated and
growing destruction. These wars have led to deep and reiterated
crises of the world organization of the workers, since the dominant
classes have been able to impose the national and military solidarity
with either one of the belligerent sides. The only historical
alternative that must be opposed to this situation is lighting again
the class struggle in the interior until getting to the civil war of the
working masses to overthrow the power of all the bourgeoisie
States and of the world coalitions, with the reconstitution of the
international communist party as an autonomous force in front of
all the organized political and military powers.

10.— The proletarian State, since its machinery is a mean and a
fight weapon in the historical period of transition, does not take its
organizational strength from constitutional cannons nor from
representative schemes. The biggest historical example of
organization has been up till now the Worker Councils, which
appeared during the Russian revolution of October 1917, in the
armed organization period of the working class under the only guide
of the Bolshevik party, the totalitarian conquest of the power, the
dissolution of the Constitutional Assembly, the fight to refuse the
exterior attacks of the bourgeoisie governments, and to smash in
the interior the rebellion of the defeated classes, of the middle and
small bourgeoisie classes, and of the opportunistic parties, infallible
allies of the counterrevolution in its decisive phases.

11.— The defense of the proletarian regime, with the implicit
degeneration dangers in the possible failures and withdrawals of the
economical and social transformation work, whose integral
execution is not thinkable within the limits of a single country, can
only be assured by a continuous coordination of the politics of the
worker State, with the unitary international struggle of the
proletariat of every country against its own bourgeoisie and its state
and military machinery, incessant struggle in whatever situation of
peace or war, and through the political and programmatic control of
the world communist party upon the State machineries in which the
working class has conquered the power.



