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WHAT DISTINGUISHES OUR PARTY: The line that goes from Marx to Lenin, to the foundation of the Communist
International and the Communist Party of Italy (Livorno 1921); the struggle of the Communist Left against the
degeneration of the International, against the theory of the "socialism in a single country" and the Stalinist
counterrevolution; the refusal of the Popular Fronts and the Resistance Blocks; the hard work of restoration of
the revolutionary doctrine and organ, in contact with the working class, outside the personal and electioneering
politicking.

TO PUT AN END TO WARS
WE MUST PUT AN END TO CAPITALISM!

The only way to oppose the wars that capitalism produces is the resumption of the class struggle against
the bourgeoisie itself, the rupture of the national interclassist front (in the belligerent countries and in the
rest). For this we need to combat the organizational and ideological influence exercised by the bourgeoisie through
trade unionism integrated into the State and through parliamentarism, developing an extensive network of
solidarity and fighting has been developed on the labor union level, outside the tentacles of the
State, in which the International Communist Party has achieved a decisive influence.

In order to carry out its historic mission, the working class needs the International Communist Party,
which must unite the most advanced and determined part of the proletariat, unifying the efforts
of the working masses, directing them from the struggle for contingent interests and results to
the general struggle for the world revolution, for the temporary establishment of the revolutionary
dictatorship of the proletariat towards a classless society, without private property, without wage labor, without
state, without mercantile and company regime (continues on page 16)
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THE HISTORICAL CYCLE OF THE DEGENERATION OF THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL (11)

1914 - Bankruptcy of the 2nd International

The 2™ International had declared in the Basel Manifesto
that it would respond to the outbreak of the imperialist world
war with calling a revolutionary strike and the use of arms
against each one's ‘own bourgeoisie.

But at the moment of truth, in July 1914, the 2™
International went bankrupt: each social democratic party
aligned itself with its own bourgeoisie, voted for war credits, and
theorized and put into practice the defense of their own
country, betraying socialism. Only the Bolshevik Party, the
Italian Socialist Party, and the Serbian Socialist Party remained
outside the interventionist whirlwind.

Everyone else found the appropriate alibi: the French had to
defend democratic France against the central empires, the
Germans had to defend Germany from the even more backward
Russia, an ally of France.

Under the guise of improvisation, social chauvinism
rediscovered supposed values (cilization, democracy, progress)
that were above class struggle and compelled the defense of
their own bourgeoisie. Under the umbrella of party discipline,
this betrayal was even imposed on the revolutionary minority
within these large social democratic parties. A tragic example of
this form of discipline for the sake of discipline was the vote for

war credits by K. Liebknecht, before going out to the streets to
call on the working class to rise against the war and for
revolutionary defeatism.

Lenin definitively dismantled all these social chauvinistic
sophisms and precisely formulated the slogan of
revolutionary defeatism, among other texts, in “Socialism
and War” (1915) and in “The Military Programme of Proletarian
Revolution” (1916).

In Italy, the left of the PSI (Italian Socialist Party) took
completely solidary positions with the Bolsheviks, among other
texts, in “Socialism of Yesterday in the Face of Today's War”
(1914), opposing Mussolini's interventionism and the bourgeois
neutrality of the direction. The positions of Marxism were
restored for the whole cycle of the anti-capitalist proletarian
revolution: “Whoever refers today to Marx’s attitude towards the
wars of the epoch of the progressive bourgeoisie and forgets
Marx's statement that “the workers have no fatherland,”
a statement that applies precisely to the epoch of the
reactionary, obsolete bourgeoisie, to the epoch of the
socialist revolution, shamelessly distorts Marx and
substitutes the bourgeois for the socialist point of view. (...)

Opportunism and  social-chauvinism have the same
ideological-political content.. collaboration of classes instead of

e July 1914 — Start of World War | (bankruptcy of the Il

International)

1917 — February and October revolution in Russia

1917 — foreign military intervention and civil war in Russia

March 1918 — Treaty of Brest-Litovsk

November 1918 - Kiel mutiny

November 1918 — End of World War |

December 1918 — Foundation of theCommunist Party of

Germany

e January 1919 — Assassination of Rosa Luxemburg and Karl
Liebknecht by the social democracy

e March 1919 — 1st Congress of the 3rd International

e March-August 1919 — Hungarian Soviet Republic (participation
of social democrats dynamite it)

e April 1919 — Soviet Republic of Bavaria

o March-April 1920 — Kapp/Liittwitz “putsch" + Ruhr uprising

o May 1920 - 7heses of the Communist Abstentionist Fraction of
the PS/

e July-August 1920 - Il Congress of the 3rd International > "21
conditions of admission” (in particular, the 21st)

o August 1920 — Defeat of the red army in Warsaw

e September 1920 — Occupation of factories in Italy

e December 1920 — Fusion of the 'left' of the USPD with the KPD

e January 1921 — Foundation of the Communist Party of Italy

e January 1921 - 'Open letter' from KPD to SPD and trade unions

e March 1921 — Failure of the March action in Germany

e June-July 1921 — Il Congress of the 3rd International =>
"conquest of the masses" (of the majority...).

e December 1921 — Resolution previous to the 1st Enlarged
Executive > "political united front"

e January 1922 —Theses on the tactics of the Communist Party of
ltaly (Rome)

o February 1922 — 1st Enlarged Executive

e April 1922 — Joint conference with the Il International and the II
' International

e June 1922 - 2nd Enlarged Executive -> "workers'
government".

e August 1922 — Submission of the CCP to the Kuomintang.

e October 1922 — March on Rome

o November 1922 — Project of Thesis presented by the CP of Italy
to the IV Congress

e November-December 1922 — IV Congress of the 3rd
International > “workers and peasants government”

e January 1923 — French occupation of the Ruhr

e February 1923 — Arrest of the leaders of the CP of Italy,
handpicking of Togliatti for the direction.

e June 1923 — "National bolshevism" in Germany

e October 1923 — Communist ministers in the governments of
Saxony and Thuringia (and ulterior military dissolution)

e January 1924 — Death of Lenin

e June-July 1924 — V Congress of the 3rd International -
"bolshevization"

e June 1924 - assassination of Matteoti and Aventine pantomime

e April 1925 - Hindenburg's presidential election in Germany

e January 1926 — Theses of the Left to the /Il Congress of the
Communist Party of ltaly (Lyon)

e February 1926 — VI Enlarged Executive

e March 1926 — Betrayal of the proletarian revolution in China
(massacre of Shanghai and Canton in 1927)

e May 1926 — Betrayal of the miners' strike in Great Britain
(Anglo-Russian Committee)

e December 1926 — VIl Enlarged Executive > "socialism in one
country", defeat of the Russian opposition

e October 1929 — Crack of 29

e 1936-1938 — Moscow processes

e May 1937 — May events during the Spanish civil war

e September 1939 — Start of the 2" Imperialist World War Il

e May 1943 — Formal dissolution of the 3rd International

O] ® The complete timeline, with the explanation

of each event, can be consulted interactively on
the installable web app by accessing through
the QR code.




class struggle, renunciation of revolutionary methods of
struggle, helping one’s “own” government in its embarrassed
situation instead of taking advantage of these embarrassments
for revolution." (Lenin, Socialism and war, 1915).

“Only by cursing all war and everything military, only be
demanding disarmament? The women of an oppressed and
really revolutionary class will never accept that shameful role.
They will say to their sons: “You will soon be grown up. You
will be given a gun. Take it and learn the military art
properly. The proletarians need this knowledge not to
shoot your brothers, the workers of other countries, as is being
done in the present war, and as the traitors to socialism are
telling you to do. They need it to fight the bourgeoisie of
their own country, to put an end to exploitation,
poverty and war, and not by pious wishes, but by
defeating and disarming the hourgeoisie . ” (The military
programme of the proletarian revolution, Lenin, 1916).

“The proletariat must not only oppose all such wars, but
must also wish for the defeat of its ‘own’ government
in such wars and utilise its defeat for revolutionary
insurrection, if an insurrection to prevent the war proves
unsuccessful.” (The military programme of the proletarian
revolution, Lenin, 1916).

“Our slogan must be: arming of the proletariat to
defeat, expropriate and disarm the bourgeoisie. (...)
Only after the proletariat has disarmed the bourgeoisie will it be
able, without betraying its world-historic mission, to consign
all armaments to the scrap-heap. And the proletariat will
undoubtedly do this, but only when this condition has
been fulfilled, certainly not before.” (The military
programme of the proletarian revolution, Lenin, 1916).

1917 - Russian Revolution

The patriotic and militaristic atmosphere at the
beginning of the war minimized the possibilities for the
revolutionaries to act as they were stigmatized as responsible for
the death of the soldiers because of their defeatist stance. This
isolation persisted until the constant return of uniformed
sons in coffins and the fatigue of the war effort imposed a
change.

It took three years from the beginning of the first
imperialist world slaughter to see a major insurrection in
reaction to the war, the February revolution in Russia. It came
between the impulse of the masses to end the war and
the bourgeois currents in favor of the continuation of the war
which organized the plot against the czar who was going to sign
a separate peace with Germany (Lenin, Letters from Afar, 1917).

The Bolshevik Party, the only party that had separated
from opportunism long before, pursued the tactic of
revolutionary opposition to the Provisional Government (Lenin,
April Theses, 1917), which led to the seizure of power in October
1917.

The October Revolution was a politically proletarian
revolution because it entailed the restoration of integral
Marxism, the reorganization of the International, the
exercise of the dictatorship of the proletariat, and the
outlawing of bourgeois parties. It brought about the end
of the fratricidal massacre of the working class in
Europe, which was bleeding to death, and marked the
beginning of a communist revolutionary attempt
throughout Europe and the world.

The October Revolution is thus a politically proletarian
revolution, but its economic task was the development of

capitalism in Russia, a task that could only be overcome by
integrating itself into a world process, with the
extension of communist revolution to Europe and, in
particular, to Germany (Lenin, The Tax in Kind, 1921). The
defeat of the revolution in Europe forced it to retreat into the
second of its tasks: the construction of capitalism in Russia.

The intervention of foreign armies and the
formation of White armies by former czarist military forces,
and also by Mensheviks and SRs, greatly drained the
energies of the Russian Revolution and, above all, weighed
heavily on the possibility of supporting the revolution
in Europe, of extending the attempt at world revolution
initiated in Russia.

1918 - End of the First World War

The deeply internationalist and anti-patriotic stance of
the Bolshevik revolution was embodied in the Treaty of Brest-
Litovsk in March 1918. Through the cession of a significant part
of Russian territory, the fratricidal slaughter among
workers on the Eastern Front came to an end.

In addition to fraternization on the front, German
prisoners of war, treated fraternally by the Bolsheviks, were
returned to Germany. Once the demagogic association of ideas
was materially broken: the Bolsheviks kill your sons, the doors
opened for the extension of the revolution in Germany.

Insurrections soon occurred in Germany, such as the Kiel
uprising in November 1918, and that same month of
November 1918 marked the end of the first imperialist
world slaughter.

1918 - Foundation of the Communist Party of
Germany (KPD)

It wasn't until a month after the end of the first imperialist
world slaughter (4 years after the bankruptcy of the
Second International) that the communists in Germany
completely separated organizationally from opportunism. The
Spartacus League became the Communist Party of Germany.

This  delayed organizational break from
opportunism is one of the main reasons why the revolutionary
firestorm that followed in Europe after the end of the First World
War could not culminate successfully.

The tremendous lesson is the need to break with
opportunism — even in clear minority — long before a
potentially revolutionary situation arises. Otherwise,
when revolutionaries manage to establish the necessary
organization — the Party — the first acts of the drama have already
passed, and the opportunity has potentially been lost.

1919 - Social Democracy: Executioner of the
Revolution

In the course of 1919 this lesson met with a series of tragic
confirmations. In January 1919, just one month after the
establishment of the Communist Party of Germany, its two main
leaders are murdered on the orders of the German
Social Democratic Party (SPD) by the Freikorps. The
Soviet Republic of Hungary, born in March, is sabotaged
from within by the social democrats and liquidated in
August 1919. The Soviet Republic of Bavaria is defeated
by the actions of the army of the Weimar Republic
(governed by the SPD) and the Freikorps. Social
democracy not only assassinates communists in Europe but
Mensheviks and SRs organize White armies within
Russia.

The European bourgeoisie was waging a bloody battle to the



death against the nascent proletarian revolution and social
democracy presented itself as its best agent.

1919 - Foundation of the 3" International

With the end of the first world war and the spread of
the revolutionary firestorm in Europe, the 3 International
was established in Moscow in March 1919.

In the course of only seven years after its birth in 1919, what
should have been the world organization of the revolutionary
proletariat and for a moment was so, went through the complete
parabola from the initial tactical error to a real tactical
deviation ('political united front', 1922), tactical and
programmatic deviation (‘workers government', ‘workers
and peasants government’, 1922), organizational deviation
(‘Bolshevization', 1924) to end in a complete betrayal of
communist principles with the programmatic deviation of
‘socialism in one country' in 1926, which culminates the process
of degeneration of the International. The lessons of the
struggle of the Italian Communist Left against this degeneration
are indispensable material for the resumption of the
revolutionary communist movement for the overthrow of
the bourgeois regime.

1920 - Kapp/Littwitz 'Putsch' and the Ruhr Uprising

To justify the KPD's support for the government, an attempt
is made to compare the putsch of Kapp/Liittwitz in March 1920
with the Kornilov episode during the Russian revolution. The
comparison is unfounded because the Kornilov episode
represented a real possibility of feudal restoration
within the context of a double revolution while the putsch of
Kapp represented only a fraction of the bourgeoisie,
the ruling class already in power.

In reaction to the putsch, a series of workers' uprisings in
the Ruhr region occur, which keep the state in check between
March and April and were harshly suppressed by the Army
and the Freikorps under the leadership of the ruling
SPD.

This highlights the tactical hesitations of the KPD in
supporting the government against the putsch when they should
have launched an overthrow of the government as the only
means to defeat the putschists as well.

1920 - Thesis of the Communist Abstentionist
Faction of the PSI

A few months before the Second Congress of the Communist
International (July 19" to August 7", 1920), the Theses of the
Abstentionist Communist Faction of the PSI (1920) were drafted
at the conference of the Faction on May 8" and 9" in Florence.

These theses represent the sofe international contribution
that fully adhered to the guiding principles of the programmatic
and tactical theses emerging from that congress. They serve as
an example of what was expected from it: a text that would
firmly establish the principles and goals of the
communist movement, articulate the critiques of the
several ideological currents opposed to Marxism, and
define the rules of action for the party on a worldwide and
historical scale.

In terms of formulation, these theses offer a clear
international platform for breaking with opportunism,
a demarcation of revolutionary communist principles
from other currents, and they anticipate and satisfactorily resolve
the problems that would undermine the path of the communist
movement in the years to follow.

In its first part, the theses cover the principles and goals

of communism as enunciated in the Communist Party
Manifesto, even using the same words, as the only basis for the
formation of the Communist Party. They detail the stages of
organizing the working class, up to the point of “organization
into a political party, which realizes the constitution of the
proletariat as a class fighting for its emancipation " (point 6), and
unequivocally define the objective of the Communist Party's
action: “the violent destruction of bourgeois rule, the conquest
of political power by the proletariat, the organization of the
proletariat as the ruling class.” (point 7). Recognizing the
complexities of the transformation process, it is clearly identified
that the “end of such a process is the complete realization: of
the ownership and management of the means of production by
the unified collective; of the central and rational distribution of
productive forces in various branches of production, of central
administration, by the collective, in the distribution of products. "
(point 10), in other words, a non-commodity economy, and its
corollary: “the abolition of classes will be a fait accompli, and
the State as a political instrument of power will have been
progressively replaced by the rational collective administration
of economic and social activity. " (point 11).

In the second part, a critique of various clearly
bourgeois schools of thought is presented: philosophical
idealism (point 2), bourgeois liberalism and democracy (point 3),
reformism, educationalism, and gradualism (point 4),
nationalism and patriotism (point 5), pacifism (point 6),
utopianism (point 7); or allegedly worker schools of thought:
cooperativism (point 9), self-management and corporatist or
‘revolutionary’ unionism, which considers the union as a
sufficient organ for revolution (point 10, although without
neglecting the importance of union action as a necessary field of
initial proletarian experience), councilism and co-management
or any form of ‘worker control' before seizing power, including
Gramsci's  Ordinovism  (point  11), nationalization or
municipalization (point 12), and parliamentarism (points 13, 14,
and 15), syndicalist corporatism, fascist corporatism or
Dannunzianism (point 16), and finally, the correct identification
of anarchism as a conserver of capitalism on the economic plane
and as defeatist of the revolution on the political plane (point 17).

The third part introduces the system of tactical rules: it
rejects both fatalism and voluntarism (point 1), the Party is
conceived not as a national but as an international one (point 2),
and correctly anticipates the necessary influence of the Party on
broad masses to embark on action, without falling into
ambiguous formulations of an arithmetic or democratic nature:
“the criterion for the advisability of revolutionary actions is the
objective evaluation of one'’s own strengths and those of the
adversary, in all their complex coefficients, where the number is
neither the only nor the most important factor.” (point 3). It is
crucial to define the conditions of action for communists in
organs exclusively constituted by proletarians (point 5), to reject
entry into any institution or association “in which proletarians
and bourgeoisie participate on equal terms.” (point 6). The
rejection of parliamentary tactics (point 7) and its municipalist
variant (point 8) is emphasized, reaffirming the need to
disseminate the revolutionary goal (point 9), taking propaganda
to the ranks of the army as well (point 10), and preparing a
network of information and weaponry to prepare the Party to act
as the general staff of the proletariat (point 11). Finally, it
condemns the political united front tactic, even with currents
that accept insurrectionary action “but differ from the
communist program in the development of subsequent action. ”
(point 12), establishes the precise relationship between the



soviets and the Party (point 13), and concludes with a clear
distancing from what would be called the 'offensive tactic,'
defining as the specific task of the Party “fo combat both those
who, by pushing for revolutionary action at all costs, might lead
the proletariat to disaster, and opportunists who take advantage
of circumstances that discourage thoroughgoing action, creating
definitive stops in the revolutionary movement, diverting the
action of the masses, which, on the contrary, the communist
party must increasingly lead toward the terrain of effective
preparation for the inexorable armed struggle against the
bulwarks of the bourgeois principle. " (point 14).

1920 - 2" Congress of the 3™ International

Convened in July-August 1920, the 2™ Congress is considered
the true founding congress of the International. The
theoretical-tactical questions are addressed within the
framework of Marxism in the Theses of the 2" Congress,
although it is noted that “Perhaps it would have been better if
the congress, instead of following the arrangement of arguments
that it did in the various theses, all of them theoretical-tactical,
had established the fundamental bases of the communist
theoretical-programmatic conception, upon whose acceptance
the organization of all adhering parties should first be founded
anad, consequently, the fundamental rules of action regarding the
labor, agrarian, colonial problems, etc, in whose disciplined
observance all adherents are committed.” (Party and Class
Action,1921).

It approved the admission conditions, in which the
representative of the Communist Abstentionist Faction at the
Congress played a prominent role. Their general meaning is clear
and summarized in condition 21*: "Adherents to the party
who reject the conditions and the theses established
by the Communist International must be excluded
from the party. The same will apply to delegates to the
extraordinary congress. " The representative of the Italian Left
argued in Moscow that: “/n debates or discussions about the
program, there is no discipline. Either you accept it or you don't;
and in the latter case, you leave the party. The program is
something common for everyone; it is not a proposal
by the majority of comrades. "

However, despite the efforts of the Left, the final wording of
these admission conditions included a series of exceptions (the
‘special conditions of their country'in the elaboration of
the program in condition 15", the where possible of the 16", and
the exceptions of the 20"), which were configured as so many
backdoors for the entry of opportunism.

In this same Il Congress the Theses on the national and
colonial question were also approved. In them were included
the tactics to be followed by the communists and their parties in
the countries where the anti-feudal and/or anti-colonial
revolution was still pending. One can observe in the development
of the Communist Party of China (founded in 1921, subjected to
the Kuomintang in 1922) the dire consequences of
transgressing the limits of such tactics and, in particular,
the consequences of sacrificing the complete organizational
autonomy of the communist organization.

[t must be remembered that in the Il Congress the
participation of non-Marxist currents such as the anarcho-
syndicalist A. Pestafia, delegate of the Spanish CNT, was
erroneously allowed.

Regarding the tactical discrepancy concerning the tactics
of revolutionary parliamentarism in relation to the tactics
of revolutionary abstentionism, it is necessary to recall
some basic points:

e There is no theoretical-programmatic
discrepancy between the Bolsheviks and the Left: the
bourgeois parliament must be overthrown and
replaced by the dictatorship of the proletariat.
The theses of the International itself envision boycotting
the parliament, and the Bolsheviks boycotted the
parliament on several occasions.

e On the contrary, those who clung and still cling
today to the title of Bolshevik tactics are
actually in favor of defending the bourgeois
parliament and do not defend or conceive its
overthrow and replacement by the dictatorship of the
proletariat. Beneath the apparent agreement of these
currents with the tactical title, there always hides a
fundamental theoretical-programmatic divergence from
the Bolshevik approach.

e The Left always maintained that the divergence was
tactical, giving precedence to the need for international
centralism over abstentionism, expecting the correction
of tactics at the international level through experience,
rejecting obtaining it through deceitful " specia/
conditions", wheeling and dealing, or organizational
subterfuge: "the abstentionism we try to pass
through the door should not enter through the
window." (Elections, 1921).

e The Left did not base its abstentionism on the difficulties
of the tactic proposed by the Bolsheviks but on the
conviction that this tactic would lead communist
parties down the path of social democratic
parties, and that it would provide shelter for all
those who rejected the violent revolution,
accepting it only in words.

e One hundred years later, we can assert without a doubt
that history has shown that the tactical error of
revolutionary parliamentarism in mature
capitalism not only did not blow up any bourgeois
parliaments but was part of the mechanism to
straitjacket emerging communist parties within the
confines of the bourgeois parliament.

1920 - Defeat of the Red Army at the Gates of
Warsaw

When the Red Army managed to gain sufficient control over
the situation within Russia, it arrived too late to support the
uprisings that had occurred in Europe (January 1919 and
early 1920). The defeat of the Red Army at the gates of Warsaw
in August 1920 marked a turning point in the
revolutionary potential in Europe and the beginning of
its ebb.

(The publication of this series, which we began in “The
Internationalist Proletarian” n. 12 as a result of the collective
stuay work of the general meeting of August 2023, will
continue in the following issues of the review).


https://www.pcielcomunista.org/index.php/it/testi/838-elezioni-1921

LIFE OF THE PARTY: GENERAL MEETING OF AUGUST 2024

During the second week of August a general meeting of
the Party was held, with the participation of militants and
sympathizers from Venezuela, Chile, Spain and Italy. The focus
of the general meeting was to study the development from the
origins of the Sinistra, passing through its struggle against the
degeneration of the Cl, the split of 1952 (true reconstitution of
the Party on solid Marxist bases), the struggle that gave rise to
the body of Theses of 1965-66, the tactical errors that followed
in the labor union question and the lurch that followed and that
gave rise to the degenerative process of the direction of the Party
between 1972 and 1982 known as the new course. A complete
version of the written reports that were read and commented in
the meeting will be published in the Party's press, in the next
issues, without prejudice to the small extracts of quotes that are
synthetically reproduced in this summary.

Sunday of the previous week was the date of arrival of most
of the comrades at the meeting site and was dedicated to general
logistical matters.

The first session (morning of the first day) focused on the
plan of the meeting and began the study of the selection of
writings of the Left (1912-1917) extracted from the material
associated with the first volume of the History of the Left.

It was continued in the second session (afternoon of the
first day) with the study of the struggle against the degeneration
of the International, using the extended timeline which was
prepared at the August 2023 general meeting and which is being
published in the Party press (see “The Internationalist
Proletarian” no.12 and page 2 of this very issue).

The third session (morning of the second day) was devoted
to the authentic reconstitution of the Party in 1952 and to the
reasons that led to the break with the democratic-activist
deviation that defended, among other things, the participation
in parliamentary elections, the democratic mechanism within the
Party, the freedom of theoretical innovation, the negation of
labor union action, the rejection of the slogan of anonymity, the
theory of the gradual decadence of capitalism and of a supposed
new ruling class in Russia (the bureaucracy). The study, the full
report of which will be published in the Party press, was carried
out with correlation to the material published in Battaglia
Comunista which at that time was the Party's review. In that
same session one of the texts on which the Party based its
activity from then on was studied, the summary of the Rome
Meeting of 1951, entitled “7heory and Action in the Marxist
Doctrine”.

The fourth session (afternoon of the second day) was
devoted to a general work session in which the distribution of
tasks among those attending the meeting was organized; tasks
related to the digitization of the archive, preparation of the
bourgeois press review session, preparation and translation of
articles, preparation of stands for propaganda at
demonstrations, preparation of books for publication,
preparation of self-published material for the meeting readings,
completion of certain sections of the web, etc. Similar sessions
were repeated at the end of the reading parts of the fifth, sixth
and seventh sessions.

The fifth session (morning of the third day) was devoted to
an exposition of the data of the capitalist economy and the
collection of bourgeois press that is carried out at the
international level, by several comrades who coordinate
themselves for this task: “The party today carries out a work of
scientific recording of the social phenomena, in order to confirm

the fundamental theses of Marxism. It analyzes, confronts and
comments on recent and contemporary facts. It repudiates the
doctrinaire elaboration that tends to found new theories or to
demonstrate the insufficiency of the doctrine in the explanation
of the phenomena.” (Characteristic Thesis, 1951).

The sixth session (afternoon of the third day) took place
partly outside the Party's meeting place insofar as we
participated in a labor union assembly in which the comrades
from Venezuela and Chile explained the development of their
labor union activity. This explanation — which gave rise to a
conversation of clarification among the attendees — was carried
out as part of the development of that assembly itself, in which
the union situations and the distribution of tasks were exposed
and valued as it is done weekly in order to orientate them. This
session ended with the viewing of the video-documentary
“Alternative to the mercantile-capitalist system", which was
attended by militants, sympathizers and contacts.

The seventh and eighth sessions (morning and
afternoon of the fourth day) were entirely dedicated to the study
through reading and commentary of the Characteristic Theses
(1951). The Theses, after recalling the program of Livorno,
establish the tasks of the Party in continuity with those
enunciated in the Theses of Lyon (1926): “Fqually necessary
tasks of the Party — before, during, and after the armed struggle
for the seizure of power — are the defense and dissemination of
the theory of the movement, the defense and strengthening of
the internal organization with proselytism and propaganda of
the communist theory and program, and the constant activity in
the ranks of the proletariat wherever it is impelled, by economic
needs and determinations, to the struggle for its interests.”
(Characteristic Theses, 1951). The Theses provide, together with
the text studied in the third session, a sure guide in the labor
union tactics of the Party (focused taking into account the
process of labor union integration initiated by fascism and
maintained after the Second World War), they reaffirm the anti-
personalist position of the Party ( “political activity, exempt to the
maximum of careerism and praise of individuals") and its anti-
revisionist position: “7The development of capitalism from its
birth until today has confirmed and confirms the theorems of
Marxism, such as they are enunciated in the texts, and all
pretended ‘innovation’ or ‘teaching’ of these last 30 years only
confirms that capitalism still lives and must be brought down.
The central point, therefore, of the present doctrinal position of
the movement is this one: no revision of the original principles of
the proletarian revolution” (Characteristic Theses, 1951).

The Theses study in depth the three waves of opportunist
degeneration (social-democratic revisionism, bankruptcy of the
Second International, the degeneration of the Cl and its product:
Stalinism), extracting the tactical and organizational lessons
from them, and reaffirming: “7o accelerate the new class ascent
there are no ready-made recipes. To make the proletarians hear
the class voice there are no maneuvers and expedients, which as
such would not make the party appear as it really is, but a
disfigurement of its function, to the detriment and damage of the
effective resumption of the revolutionary movement, which is
based on the real maturity of the facts and the corresponding
adjustment of the party, enabled for this only by its doctrinal and
political inflexibifity” (Characteristic Theses, 1951).

The ninth session (morning of the fifth day), was dedicated
to the introduction to the body of Theses of 1965-66 with
detailed explanation of the two deviations against which the



Considerations on the organic activity of the party when the
general situation is historically unfavorable (1965), the Theses on
the historical task, the action and structure of the world
communist party, according to the positions that for more than
half a century form the historical heritage of the communist left
(Theses of Naples, 1965) and the Supplementary Theses on the
historical task, action and structure of the world communist party
(Theses of Milan, 1966) are directed. That is, on the one hand,
against the activist-democratic deviation that gave rise to the
current " Rivoluzione comunista” in 1964 and, on the other hand,
against the mystical-humanistoid deviation that would give rise
to "/nvariance” (1967) and whose foundational text is Orgin
and function of the Party form.

During this session, the Considerations on the organic activity
of the party when the general situation is historically unfavorable
(1965) was read, which after describing the harshness of the
unfavorable situation, then reaffirms that " we claim, therefore,
all forms of activity proper to favorable moments, insofar as the
real relations of force allow it" and that “ no current militant can
infer the right to a choice: to have the papers in order with the
‘Historical Party’ and to disengage from the formal party’.

The tenth session (afternoon of the fifth day) was devoted
to the reading and commentary of the 7heses on the historical
task, action and structure of the world communist party,
according to the positions that for more than half a century have
formed the historical heritage of the communist left (1965),
known as the 7heses of Naples.

The Theses fight simultaneously against the democratic
mystification and against the idealist-humanistoid mystification.
By way of example, in the 7th point, after vindicating dialectical
materialism and economic determinism, the overcoming of the
democratic mechanism is vindicated: “the road to travel was
only that which in the historical process would have freed us
more and more from the lethal democratic mechanism, not only
in society, and in the varfous bodies that are organized within it,
but within the revolutionary class itself and, above all, in its
political party” and immediately afterwards a dart is thrown
against the attempt to approach this result from a mystical-
humanistoid point of view: “This aspiration of the Left — which
cannot be traced back to a miraculous intuition or to a rational
enlightenment of thinkers, but which has been reached in the
effects of a chain of real, violent, bloody and merciless struggles
even when they have closed with the defeat of the revolutionary
forces — has its historical traces in the whole series of
manifestations of the Left" It is reiterated against both
deviations that the positions of the Party do not come from
“discoveries of useless geniuses or solemn resolutions of
Sovereign’ congresses” .

The Theses clarify the confusion generated by the authors of
Origin and function around the German word Gemeinwesen,
putting the question of the State in its place: " 7he theoretical
question after Lenin has no need of further clarification (...) the
revolutionary dictatorship is a true State provided with armed
forces, repressive police and a justice in political and terrorist
forms that does not tie its hands with juridical deceptions (...)".

The Theses also recall that “7he first truth that mankind will
be able to conquer is the notion of the future communist society”
and that this knowledge is in the program of the proletarian
revolution, mostly in the negative sense “the future society,
which we know well, insofar as we have individualized and
woven well the ganglia of the odious present society which the
revolution will have to destroy’, but they categorically warn that
“such developments cannot be employed to explain how

gradually the way of life of the party free of opportunism is
affirmed, which is contained in organic centralism and cannot
arise from a ‘revelation’.”.

The Theses also stress that “within the party, it is possible to
tend to bring to life a fiercely anti-bourgeois atmosphere, which
broadly anticipates the characteristics of a communist society”
also recalling that “the party is at the same time a factor and a
product of the historical development of the situations, and can
never be considered as a strange and abstract element that can
dominate the surrounding environment, without falling into a
new and more regrettable utopianism” and that our aspiration
“cannot be reduced to consider the ideal party as a phalanstery
surrounded by impregnable walls .

The Theses of Naples end as follows: “7he party perseveres
in carving out the outlines of its doctrine, its action and its tactics
with a unicity of methods beyond space and time. All those who
are uncomfiortable with these delineations, have at their disposal
the obvious way to leave the ranks of the party (...) Whoever,
seeing the party continue along its clear path, which we have
tried to summarize in these theses to be presented at the general
meeting in Naples, July 1965, does not yet feel at such a
historical height, knows very well that they can take any other
direction divergent from ours. We do not have to adopt in the
matter any other procedure” .

The eleventh session (morning of the sixth day) was
dedicated to the study of the Supplementary Theses on the
historical task, the action and the structure of the world
communist party (1966), known as Theses of Milan, theses that
add a series of supplementary points that developed as
fundamental characteristics of opportunism * preferring a shorter
way, more comfortable and less arduous, as opposed to that
longer, more uncomfortable and bristling with roughness”, “to
unite the worst degeneration of the principles of the party to an
ostentatious admiration for the classic texts, for the dictation and
the work of great masters and great leaders *; they reaffirmed
that “in the party there are no contests in which one struggles to
reach more or less brilliant or visible positions “recalling that “fo
abuse the formalisms of organization without a vital reason has
been and will always be a defect and a suspicious and stupid
danger” as well as they reaffirmed our anti-personalist position
of always and the determination of the Party to: “free itself
forever from the traitorous thrust that seemed to emanate from
illustrious men, and from the despicable function of
manufacturing, in order to achieve its objectives and its victories,
a stupid notoriety and publicity for other personal names”.

Without prejudice to remembering that the fundamental
materials are the materials published as such and that the
historical ~ correspondence  between comrades has a
complementary character, the study was recapitulated with the
reading of a letter from 1952 and another from 1964 that contain
suggestive expressions that later found their final wording in the
Theses studied.

Regarding the prohibition of new theoretical elaboration:

e “(..) after having clarified a hundred times what is the
sense of the theoretical work of the party, fundamental,
incessant, collective, but not intellectual and personal,
individual militants are FORBIDDEN to find facts that
contradict the theory we have possessed for a century.
Let the enemies do this work.

Our theory is a class weapon and not an explanation
of the charlatanism of the race to man's True Thought. It
is integrally forged to serve a whole historical epoch, a
class cycle.



To 9,999 out of ten thousand militants it does not
correspond to add anything or even to verify anything,
but to spread the common canons and results. No one
should have the ambition to elaborate from new data
new chapters and worse corrections to verses of the old
ones.

We see how comrades of the great caliber of Engels,
Lenin, Trotsky have dedicated long and patient
redactions to repeat and re-expose the original doctrine
discarding any right of other bourgeois and opportunist
seekers to counterpose new historical economic data,
we cannot admit that some lactantoid of 20 or 80 years
old pretends to discover something new.” (Letter of
1952).

e “Precisely because we are not priests of the august
truth, but dialectical Marxists (..). Today we must bring
down this peripatetic intellectualism which is one of the
obvious symptoms of the general anti-revolutionary
and opportunist situation. Not being able to dose the
tightening to the milligram, tighten mercilessly rather
than run the risk of loosening. ” (Letter of 1952).

Regarding the need for the development of the network of
labor union struggle and the Party's influence on it:

o “We must tend to reach the general economic labor
union network: otherwise nothing, not even the distant
future affirmation of the party nor any revolutionary
probability. (..) The struggle is the means, the network
is the end, an end mediated to reach the conditions in
which the most exquisite political network comes into
action. ” (Letter of 1952).

e “The autonomy of which | speak is formal, statutory,
bureaucratic in the sense that it is enshrined in written
statutes. It falls if in these it is said: ‘the organized goes
to mass on Sundays, or subordinates its interests to
national production and to the power of the fatherland'.
It does not fall if the statute says crudely: ‘every wage
earner is admitted to the union’. And especially if the
workers believe it so and if they are there en masse, not
elsewhere. ” (Letter of 1952).

With regard to the fight against personalism and the

vindication of the unrenounceable centralism:

e “Itis true that the party is not homogeneous if we have
to resort to admiration for the great X to keep it
together. On the assumption that he is a brilliant leader,
it is precisely without a brifliant leader that the party
must function as we have always conceived it. {...) So
enough of names and myths made of names. It is
therefore regrettable that the comrades are not
educated to understand that it is not a decent argument
to say: ‘X thinks like this" ” (Letter of 1964).

o “The other evil is that discipline to the center is
condiitioned by the opinions or esteem of the individual
colleague for the person responsible of the center. If the
center is Z or Tom, Dick or Harry, you don't obey when
you think Z Is cool, you obey and thats it. This Is
centralism. And Viadimir's one weighed a ton if mine
weighs a gram, rest assured. Apart from this there is
nothing but clowning around and the belief that the
party is a kind of literary contest with prizes. ” (Letter of
1964).

It was also recalled that for us our discipline has a limit,
outside of which it loses all sense, as recalled in the Theses of
Naples (1965): “(...) those international and national centrals

were on the road of deviation and betrayal; according to the
theory of the Left this is the condition that must take
away from them all right to obtain, in the name of a
hypocritical discipline, the blind obedience of the
base”. (“Theses of Naples,” 1965).

This conception of discipline is found in abundant
fundamental texts of the Left:

“At the base of the relationship between militant and party
there is a commitment; we have of that commitment a
conception that, to get rid of the unpleasant contractual term,
we can simply define as dialectic. The relationship is double, it
constitutes a double flow in opposite directions, from the center
to the base and from the base to the center; if the action
directed from the center responds to the good
functionality of this dialectic relationship, then the
healthy reactions of the base will respond to it.

The problem, therefore, of the famous discipline consists in
placing on the base militants a system of limits that is the
intelligent reflection of the LIMITS placed on the action of
the leaders. We have therefore always maintained that they
MUST NOT HAVE THE FACULTY at important turning
points in the political conjuncture TO DISCOVER,
INVENT AND UNLEASH PURPORTED NEW PRINCIPLES,
NEW FORMULAS, NEW NORMS FOR THE ACTION OF THE
PARTY. It is in the history of these SURPRISE BLOWS
that the shameful history of the betrayals of
OPPORTUNISM is summarized.” (Force, Violence and
Dictatorship in the Class Struggle, 1947).

The twelfth session (afternoon of the sixth day) began
with the study of the deviation on the labor union plane that
developed between 1966 and 1971 in the Party attributing an
alleged “class” character of the C.G.I.L. and in the formation of
“defense committees of the class labor union” within it starting
in 1970. This clashed head-on with the characterization of the
C.G.IL. (with the “i" of Italy, as opposed to the C.G.L. of the
1920s) made by the Party: “/t cannot dissimulate that not even
the confederation that remains with the social-communists of
Nenni and Togliatti is based on class autonomy. It is not a red
organization, it is also a tricolor organization STITCHED
ACCORDING TO THE MODEL OF MUSSOLINL" (The Labor
Union Splits in Italy, 1949).

This deviation was the unfortunate preparation of the turn to
the other extreme with which an authentic renunciation of the
labor union standpoints of the Party on the labor union question,
established in the Characteristic Theses (Florence meeting, 1951)
and in Theory and action in the Marxist doctrine (Rome meeting,
1951), was instituted. In fact, the “Tesine sindacali” (published
as “il partito di fronte alla questione sindacale “in il programma
comunista” No.3/1972) contain spontaneist and anti-union
positions which imply a revision of the standpoints of the Party
and which are at the basis of the later tactical errors.

The remainder of this session was dedicated to the analysis
and illustration of the physiognomy of the degenerative
process that took hold of the direction of the Party from the two
centers of the formal organization (in Italy and France) between
1972 and 1982, known as the new course, through the reading
of the report prepared for its publication in the Party press (see
page 20 of this issue of “The Internationalist Proletarian”).

The thirteenth session (morning of the seventh day) was
devoted to the first attempts at international reorganization of
the Party by the sections that had opposed this new course
(through the reading of the article published in issue number 1
of the resumption of the Party review “El Comunista”, in May




1983) and the successive serial outbreak and subsequent process
of cannibalism between the different currents which had
embodied the degeneration of the new course and which are
currently publishing the reviews “le Prolétaire”, “il Comunista”
(exCombat) and “il Programma Comunista”, using for this
purpose the report published in “The Internationalist
Proletarian” No. 13.

After the detailed study of the preceding crises, one
conclusion becomes neatly clear. In 1952 and 1964 the Party
rejected activist deviations. By 1972-82, the tables had
turned and it was activism that was leading the
organization and consummating the destruction of the
Party's historic line from within.

In the fourteenth and fifteenth sessions the balance
of the activity of the Party and the plan of activity, a program of
work and international coordination until the next general
meeting were carried out: “Eliminating all the vestiges of the
federalism of the old Intemnational the international
organization must assure the maximum of
centralization and discipline. This process is still developing
through the difficulties arising from the different conditions of
the varfous countries and from the traditions of opportunism.
This will not be solved effectively by mechanical expedients, but
by the realization of an effective unity of method which
brings out the common characters of the action of the
vanguard groups of the proletariat in the different
countries." (Tactics of the Communist International in the draft
theses presented by the CP of Italy at the IV World Congress,
Moscow 1922).

During the time of development of the meeting as well as
through the reports presented in the balance meeting,
experiences and evaluations of the activity on the labor union
level were exchanged since the general meeting of last August
and which has seen the participation and assumption of the
organization by Party militants of strikes in teleoperator
companies, in various museums
and in the cafeteria sector in Spain, as well as in teaching and in
the “not required” workers in the basic enterprises of Venezuela.

Since the previous general meeting, in the program of
international study sessions we have alternated weekly sessions
of review of economic data and monitoring of the bourgeois
press with the collective readings that in this period have
included: “Anti-Diihring: Third part (Socialism)”, completing the

reading of the book begun in the previous period, Preface of the
text “Socialism: Utopian and Scientific”, “Force, Violence and
Dictatorship in Class Struggle” (1947) and “Property and
Capital ” (1948).

We have also continued with the work of translation and
republication of various books of Marxism and of the Left, we
have made public stances of the Party, spread in demonstrations
and by telematic means, deployed stands with books and
reviews on May 1st in different parts of Spain, Italy, Chile and
Venezuela.

Since the meeting of last August, Party militants have also
been in charge of carrying out Marxist training presentations —
which have been held for years within an annual cycle — such as
“Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State”, “100
Years of the October Revolution”, “The Ground Rent’,
“Development of Capitalism since the Second World War”,
“March 8 Proletarian Women's Day”, “Marxist Theory of
Money”, “May Days: From the proletarian victory to the defeat
at the hands of anti-fascism”, “Tendency of the rate of profit to
fall”, “Defeat of the Chinese pro/etar/'an revolution” in different
localities, in union locals and with the connection of comrades
from Italy, Chile, Venezuela and Nicaragua.

During the course of the meeting, the participants kept
with “(...) the more and more firm formation of the method
of work that, through an effort neither brief nor easy,
aims — with the irrevocable liguidation of every residue of
manias for the maneuvers, the intrigues and the alternate
alignments of false political groupings that divorce and pact in
chain and that in no circumstance will find us in their way — to
reconcile the convinced work of all, none excluded,
with the absolute homogeneity of direction and of
ideological and political position and the maximum
uniformity of terminology, having put for anyone, known
and unknown, the sepulchral stone on the old unhealthy right to
throw incautiously to the circulation without control, improvised
nonsense, fished in disorders of nervous association, when not
in the bottom of the bottle.

Our work isan organic construction and
reconstruction with materials taken from tested and
ancient verifications, subjected to the hard test of
continuity and cohesion. ” (Report of the Florence Meeting,
January 25-26, 1958).
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THE CAPITALIST ECONOMY PRESSURE COOKER

Expected announcements

Both the European Central Bank and the Federal Reserve
have started to lower interest rates. The upward cycle started in
the first half of 2022 (the Fed in March, the ECB in July) peaked
and begins the decline in the second half of 2024 (the ECB in
June, the Fed in September). The Bank of England has also
lowered rates. And the Chinese central bank has also announced
it. Let's observe the process that has brought them to this point.

The infamous inflation

Probably few economic notions are more widespread among
the mass of the population than inflation, and even more so in
the past few years in which it has been the center of media
attention. The working class certainly has reason to fear inflation:
the prices of all commodities rise but the price of the commodity
labor power (wages) tends to lag behind. For the same reason,
the bourgeoisie sympathizes with moderate or even high
inflation, although the second scenario can cause suffering to
enterprises which temporarily have to pay more for their
constant capital (materials and means of production) without yet
being able to transfer this increase to the final price (see “The
Internationalist Proletarian” No.11, page 17).

Worldwide inflation trends

Let us look in the following graph prepared by the
International Monetary Fund at the evolution of core inflation
(seasonally adjusted annual rate). This world organ of the
bourgeoisie takes as a reference 57 economies representing 78%
of world GDP (in purchasing power parity) in 2023. The bands
represent the 25th to 75th percentiles of the data of these
economies.

It can be seen that, despite differences in the magnitude of
inflation across economies, both the average curves and the
dispersion bands show an analogous movement over time. This
reflects the global nature of underlying inflationary pressures
during this period.
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The epileptic resumption of production

In previous issues we have analyzed the beginning of the
supply and demand imbalances produced by “the sequential
closure of a whole range of industries during the years 2020 and
2021 [that] has produced a halt or slowdown in the production
itself in these sectors but also in those industries that provide the
raw materials or semi-finished or auxiliary products that are
needed” (“The Internationalist Proletarian” No.7, July 2021,
page 8) followed by “the unsynchronized resumption of
production [that] has generated an abrupt increase in the
demand for these products. This demand cannot be satisfied in
the short term: stocks are reduced to the minimum and the scale
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of production is adjusted to satisfy a continuous demand
distributed over time and not to the sudden accumulation of the
same volume of demand in a short time. ” (" The Internationalist
Proletarian” No. 7, July 2021, page 8), analyzing then the
bottlenecks “produced by the convulsions of the start-up of the
different productive sectors which, rather than a resumption,
looks like a gigantic EPILEPTIC ATTACK of the capitalist
productive organism.” ("The Internationalist Proletarian”
No.7, July 2021, page 8).

We also saw the RALES and SPASMS of the capitalist
commodity circulation through which “the arteries of capitalist
circulation  have been  simultaneously  collapsed  and
undersupplied, in the dialectic intertwining of the contradictions
of capitalism that produce overcrowding and undersupply at the
same time” ("The Internationalist Proletarian” No.9, April 2022,
page10) and how “the saturation of circulation due to
overcrowding produces shortages in another pole. And to avoid
shortages, each competitor tries to monopolize as many supplies
as possible, leading to a spiral that continues to reproduce
overcrowding and shortages at each pole ” (" The Internationalist
Proletarian” No.9, April 2022, page 11).

We were able to reiterate that it was the “phenomenon,
which occurred within the context of the process of reproduction
and rotation of productive capital (which encompasses its
production and circulation), that has motivated the rise in prices ”
("The Internationalist Proletarian” No.10, September 2022,
page 6), ruling out erroneous explanations of inflation based on
monetary policy (“The Internationalist Proletarian” No.10,
September 2022, pages 7 and 8) and analyze the evolution of
supply chain tensions to show the turning point that was
reflected in the fall in semiconductor sales (and corresponding
increase in inventories), the price drop of multiple metals and
grains, the attempts to reduce inventories in the USA (even
selling at a loss) and the gradual decline in container shipping
prices (“The Internationalist Proletarian” No.10, September
2022, pages 11 and 12). In “The Internationalist Proletarian”
No.11 (Abril 2023, pages 16 and 17) we analyzed the gradual
but consolidated disinflation of the supply chain in late 2022, in
the decrease of freight rates, transit days, container unloading
times, etc. as well as the increasing overcrowding of inventories,
the decrease in the availability of space in US distribution
warehouses and the corresponding increase in the cost of renting
those warehouses. In “The Internationalist Proletarian” No.13
(March 2024, page 26), after outlining the general historical
framework in which capitalism operates and to which we refer
the reader, we reiterated: “/t /s in this context that the blockages
and stoppages of capitalist production and circulation in 2020-
2021 took place and were prolonged in time, as well as the
subsequent epileptic resumption of world capitalist production
and circulation. This electroshock applied to capitalism by the
system itself allowed the economies of Western imperialism to
temporarily emerge from the swamp of deflation in which they
had been sinking for years ”. And we also reported: “For the time
being, the Fed and the ECB have put their interest rate hikes on
hold and are starting to talk about interest rate cuts. The trend is
there: "The latest data collected by Bank of America reflects no
less than 30 interest rate cuts globally in the last three months,
the most since 2020." (Expansion, 21-11-2023).” ("The
Internationalist Proletarian” No.13, March 2024, page 27).
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Nominal and real monetary policy

In “The Internationalist Proletarian” No.11 (April 2023, page
5) we questioned “the effect of central bank monetary policy (not
to be confused with government spending on investment,
subsidies and aid) on this decline in inflation ” since during most
of the process “rates were far from having a really restrictive
effect”.

The IMF provides a useful comparison of real rates compared
to nominal rates:
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In reality (except in Brazil, Chile and China), rates have
started to have a restrictive effect once inflation had declined and
more as a result of the decline in inflation itself than the other
way around. We reiterate the characterization of central banks
as MARIONETTES under the control of more powerful forces.

The Fed, rates and unemployment

As we have said before, the US Federal Reserve has cut the
interest rate: it has reduced it by 0.5 points on September 18,
2024, to 5%.

Interest rates in the U.S.
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The Fed has repeatedly stated in recent times its objective of

breaking the “labor market”. In other words, to make
unemployment rise so that salaried workers find themselves in a
position of having to accept lower wages and conditions (see
“The Internationalist Proletarian” No. 9, April 2022, page 13,
and “The Internationalist Proletarian” No. 11, April 2023, page
12). But, with utter brazenness, the turn in monetary policy was
anticipated back in August with this justification: “we will do
everything possible to support a strong labor market ” (Expansion,
24-08-2024).

2022+>2023 > 2024
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Despite the Fed trying to justify its decisions by saying that they
are to strengthen the labor market, the truth is that the reason
lies elsewhere. In fact, only two months earlier, the Fed Chairman
said the opposite: “he insisted yesterday that the unemployment
rate remains “historically low’, even though it has climbed to 4%
(Expansion, 13-06-2024).

The Fed's balance sheet evolution

The Federal Reserve had begun in May 2024 to slow down
the pace of debt reduction in the previous period: “Until now,
each month its balance sheet was reduced by 95,000 million
dollars and, starting next month, this amount will be reduced to
60,000 miflion -35,000 million in mortgage bonds and 25,000
miflion in bonds-. ” (Expansion, 02-05-2024). As can be seen in
the following graph, the balance (the debt that has been gobbled
up and is being repurchased at maturity) has been reduced, but
it is still very high.
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Turbulences in the US economy

In the following graphs, it can be seen the increase in start-
up bankruptcies and also the reduced number of companies
going public in the US (see “The Internationalist Proletarian”
No.12, September 2023, page 12).
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In April 2024 “US regulators rescue Republic First Bancorp.
This is the first bank failure in the United States in 2024, (...) The
cost to the deposit guarantee fund related to the failure of the
entity is estimated to be $667 million. ” (Expansion, 29-04-2024).

The stock markets also gave an alarm signal to global
speculators in August. In one day: “the search for refuge by
investors yesterday took around 1.5 trillion euros of market
capitalization on the world'’s stock exchanges in one fell swoop,
although during the session the losses were considerably greater
(Expansion, 06-08-2024) and “in the span of three weeks, the
meltdown erased some $6.4 trillion from global stock markets. ”
(Bloomberg, 05-08-2024). The falls were concentrated in banks
and technology companies. If we look at the evolution of the
Nasdaq we can see: 1) the fall inmediately following the 2020
lockdowns, 2) the subsequent swelling resulting from the
monetary injection that led to a doubling of the index value, 3)
the incineration of speculative capital due to the start of interest
rate hikes from the first half of 2022, 4) the subsequent
resumption of the swelling demonstrating the maintenance of
the overproduction of capital and the corresponding excess
liquidity and 5) the “alarm” of August 2024.

”
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Finally, the US manufacturing economy has been in
contraction for 21 months, interrupted only by a glimpse of
expansion in March 2024.
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These are far more powerful reasons for starting to lower
interest rates than the Fed's crocodile tears about the labor
market.

The concerns of the US bourgeoisie have reversed course in
the process of supply chain disinflation and OVERPRODUCTION
is back in the form of OVERSUPPLY and insufficient demand.
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Incidentally, note in the previous chart that the index in the EU
was rising from 2018 until just before the lockdowns and note
also the momentary relief brought by the (partial) halt in
production.

ECB and the reference rate change
In June 2024, the ECB began lowering interest rates. This is
only two years after starting to raise them in July 2022. For about
a year, from July 2022 to September 2023, the ECB was raising
rates from 0% to 4.5%. For almost a year it left them at 4.5%
and now it has started to lower them. The first decrease was in
July 2024 (-0.25%), followed by another decrease (-0.60%).
This last reduction was presented by means of a subterfuge,
stating that the reduction was 0.25%. The TRICK was that,
instead of announcing the reduction in the refinancing interest
rate, the announcement focused on the interest rate of the
deposit facility, a maneuver that had already been prepared since
March: “starting in September, it will reduce the spread between
the deposit facility, which is the price it pays to banks for leaving
their money on deposit in Frankfurt, and the refinancing rate,
which is the price it charges banks for borrowing money. The
margin will now be 15 basis points instead of 50.” (Expansion,
24-04-2024).
Evolution of the deposit rate 3.5%
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Indeed, the deposit rate fell by only 0.25% in September. But
the refinancing rate, which is what has been understood until
now when speaking generally of the interest rate, has fallen from
4.25% to 3.65% (a decrease of 0.60 points and of almost a full
point if counted from the level at which it has been for a year).

Beyond the cosmetic component of the operation of
opportunity to mask the real pace of the reductions, it is
significant that the ECB admits that the reference rate is not what
interest the bank lends but how much the bank pays (or how
much it charges, when it is negative) for deposits. And this
happens at the same time that it admits the reduction of the
margin between the two interest rates, a margin that is the core
of the banking business.

One idea of the bourgeoisie behind this narrowing of the
margin is to make their relationship with the central bank more
profitable for commercial banks. To what extent this is a strategic
measure to encourage lending or the reflection of a
manifestation of the real narrowing of that margin is something
we will have to observe in the times to come. What can be said
is that “Furopean banks are swimming in liquidity and are
ignoring the open-bar auctions held every week by the monetary
authority. But now they are going further: they are ruling out
bidding for them massively even in spite of the improvement in
the interest rates of these operations that will arrive in
September”. (Expansion, 24-04-2024).



The impact on the trade war

What we have tried to explain in relation to inflation and,
more generally, about the limitation of central banks' decisions
does not mean that they have no effect whatsoever. In particular,
the rise in US interest rates has had a clear effect of revaluing the
dollar relative to other currencies. This has been a mechanism by
which other central banks have been pushed to raise their
interest rates and take other measures (selling dollars or more
specifically buying back their own currencies) in order not to see
their currencies fall excessively. Currency devaluation may favor
exports, but excessive devaluation increases the cost of all
imports, reduces the attractiveness for speculative capital, and
therefore it is not in the interest of exporters that it deepens
excessively.

Now that the Fed has embarked on the opposite course (that
of reducing its interest rates), the other central banks will come
under additional pressure (which is not the only one) to lower
their rates as well and prevent an excessive appreciation of their
currencies. The European bourgeoisie calculates the turning
point at which the rise in the price of its goods could harm its
exports at: “the area of 1.15-1.20 dollars at which the economy
would feel the full impact of the exchange rate could force it to
change gear and turn to tables”. (Expansion, 19-09-2024).

Evolution of the euro-dollar exchange rate
Exchange rate, in dollars
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In a context in which all imperialisms are competing to
maintain their market share and displace the rest of the world
market, the beginning of the interest rate cut shows the pressure
of the overproduction volcano whose epicenter is in Asia.
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Payment currency

What allows the Fed to force the rest to follow its movements
(without meaning for a moment that the Fed escapes from being
determined in turn by the course of the economy), is the still
predominant position of the dollar as a payment currency and its
correlative privilege as a hoarding currency.

As we have been able to observe in “The International
Proletarian”, the undermining of this role has been dialectically
catalyzed by its use as a means of pressure against other
imperialisms; in a situation in which the role of the US neither in
world production nor in the military plane corresponds to that
which its currency still holds.

There has been some hype about the existence or not of a
formal agreement between the US and Saudi Arabia on
petrodollars (the latter's commitment to sell oil exclusively in the
former's currency) and its non-renewal in 2024, 50 years later.
Regardless of the more or less official or secret papers, what is
certain is that this change has taken place or, rather, has been
taking place and already in 2022 Saudi Arabia was selling oil in
yuan to China, without the US having been able to apply to it the
remedy it applied to Saddam Hussein for selling oil in euros.

As shown in the following graphs, the dollar's share of
foreign exchange reserves has fallen from 70% in 2000 to 58%
in nominal terms (55% if adjusted for interest rates), according
to IMF data.
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There is a clear downward trend in the dollar's share in
foreign exchange reserves, which however manifests itself as a
rather slow and gradual process for the time being. But
accelerations cannot be excluded in the future since the process
contains all the ingredients for an abrupt change if certain critical
thresholds are reached, either by the gradual erosion of its
hegemony or by the rise of another currency.
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This is the context in which the purchase of gold by central
banks is framed: “(...) they have recorded 14 years of consecutive
net acquisitions of this precious metal, bringing their holdings to
over 36,700 tons for a value of 2.52 triflion dollars. The last two
years, moreover, have been particularly prolific. With purchases
amounting to 1,000 tons in both years, all recent records have
been surpassed, taking acquisitions to levels unknown since
1967 (...) gold has surpassed a new milestone by becoming, only
behind the dollar, the second most important reserve among the
monetary authorities in terms of volume”. (Expansion, 25-03-
2024). It must be said that, despite the boom in gold purchases
by central banks, gold will not play the role it once did and, for
the time being, the weight of other currencies has some way to
go to reach the critical mass necessary to impose itself on the
dollar.

The world's ever-growing debt

The unstoppable growth of the global debt of states and
companies is a reality that is beginning to scare sectors of the
bourgeoisie: “the president of the World Economic Forum {(...)
pointed out yesterday at this meeting that ‘we have not seen
such a high debt since the Napoleonic Wars, it is close to 100%
of the world GDP". ” (Expansion, 29-04-2024).

In relation to the US debt, the IMF expresses itself in
diplomatic but nonetheless clear terms regarding the
unsustainability of the situation by referring to the “exceptional”
recent performance of the United States: “But it reflects strong
demand factors as well, including a fiscal stance that is out of
line with long-term fiscal sustainability.” (Bloomberg, 16-04-
2024).

In less diplomatic terms, the head of analysis at Barclays
expresses himself as follows “We are spending money as a


https://firebasestorage.googleapis.com/v0/b/press-uploader-2.appspot.com/o/Revisi%C3%B3n%20prensa%202024-04-21%2FEEUU%2F20240416%20-%20Bloomberg%20-%20IMF%20Steps%20Up%20Its%20Warning%20to%20US%20Over%20Ballooning%20Debt.pdf?alt=media&token=0ea43524-94de-4c21-8682-8e2362ceedf6
https://firebasestorage.googleapis.com/v0/b/press-uploader-2.appspot.com/o/Revisi%C3%B3n%20prensa%202024-04-21%2FEEUU%2F20240416%20-%20Bloomberg%20-%20IMF%20Steps%20Up%20Its%20Warning%20to%20US%20Over%20Ballooning%20Debt.pdf?alt=media&token=0ea43524-94de-4c21-8682-8e2362ceedf6

country like a drunken sailor on shore for the weekend’ (...) the
expanded deficit would require the US to issue an additional
$150bn of debt in the three months before the fiscal year ends in
September. (...) Such a move would increase the total
outstanding stock of Treasury bills — unredeemed short-term US
debt — from $5.7tn at the end of 2023 to an all-time high of
36.2tn by the end of this year (...) which opens up the question
of who is going to buy them (...) The size of the Treasury market
has quintupled since the financial crisis, in an indlication of how
much the US has turned to debt financing over the past 15 years. ”
(Financial Times, 21-06-2024).

And yet, we observe that this is not an exclusive US process
but a global process, in which Chinese capitalism is also being
immersed.
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Energy price

The situation prior to the orchestrated stoppage or partial
stoppage of production in 2020 was a trend of falling oil prices,
despite the monopolistic efforts of OPEC+, plummeting at the
beginning of the lockdowns (“The Internationalist Proletarian”,
No.5, September 2020, page 12). Then, the abrupt shift towards
non-fossil energies that had been brewing in the previous years
produced the opposite effect and a scenario in which the
production restrictions agreed by OPEC+ were able to have the
effect of raising the price of oil. (“The Internationalist
Proletarian”, No.9, Abril 2022 page 14). In this scenario, as initial
effect of the redirection of oil flows due to the start of sanctions
against Russian imperialism together with a speculative
component that also affected the price of gas in Europe, the price
of oil reached a peak of $120 per barrel in June 2022. But this
same redirection implied the sale at a steep discount of Russian
oil and, if its first effect was a peak, its medium-term effect had
to be a decline in its price. ("The Internationalist Proletarian”
No.10, September 2022, pages 6 to 8). A decline that effectively
occurred just as the speculative bubble around gas in Europe
burst (“The Internationalist Proletarian” No.11, April 2023,
pages 13 to 15), both factors converging with the disinflation of
the supply chain that had begun earlier and consolidating the
decline in inflation. The internal contradictions within OPEC+, its
relative loss of market share, the rise of the US as the world's
leading oil producer, the medium-term shift away from fossil
fuels have characterized this period together with the
unsuccessful attempt to impose a blockade on Russian oil and to
raise the price of oil by heating up the Middle East area and
torpedoing transport routes (“The Internationalist Proletarian”,
No.13, pages 31 and 32). The growing global pressure of the
relative overproduction of commodities and capital
causes that despite the oil blockade in Libya and Israel's terrorist
attacks and bombings in Lebanon, oil prices have risen slightly
to return to around 70 dollars.

In the meantime, the deployment of a number of non-fossil
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fuel energies generates an overproduction of energy that
manifests itself in a growing accumulation of hours with
negative prices in several areas of the world.

The production volcano

The development of capitalism since the Second World War
has resulted in the displacement of the center of gravity to the
areas in which it spread in that period and, in particular in Asia
which met the conditions of a high rate of profit (young
capitalism) with considerable reserves of proletarianizable mass
which have been translated (already a few decades ago) into a
great mass of proletarians accumulated in high densities of
population. The surplus value extracted through the exploitation
of this part of the world proletariat has nourished the western
capitalisms that have invested there to compensate the fall of
their rate of profit and also the local bourgeoisies that have
catapulted themselves to capitalist powers. From this center of
gravity of capitalism come the mountains of commodities that
flood the markets and the exported capitals against which the
older imperialisms have tried to raise and are trying to raise their
tariff walls. Here we want to focus on some of the effects of this
process on the main Asian and world CAPITALIST power: China.

Monthly factory output and retail sales (December 2019 = 100)
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The above graph illustrates well the internal situation of
Chinese capitalism. While industrial production progresses,
domestic consumption does so at a slower pace. In neither of the
two graphs we are facing a growth that maintains the rate of
profit (we should see a geometric and not a linear evolution),
meaning that Chinese capitalism does not escape from the
decreasing trend of the rate of profit. But this does not exclude
the existence and clear increase of the aforementioned
differential. This differential redoubles the pressure for
the commodities produced by Chinese capitalism to
find their way out in their export and to flood with
even more force the world market of commodities at
lower cost than their competitors.

This situation of OVERPRODUCTION is noticeable inside the
Chinese market in the falling prices of a whole range of
commodities: “Consumer prices were particularly affected by
falling food costs. Fresh vegetable prices fell by 7.3% year-on-
year in June, while fruit prices fell by 8.7% and beef by 13.4%. "
(Financial Times, 11-07-2024). “In China, luxury goods are
selling at discounts of up to 50% as the middle class is holding
back spending on expensive items and retailers try to clear excess
stock. ” (Expansién, 17-07-2024).

But food and luxury are not the only commodities being
devalued in Chinese capitalism: “7he data from the National
Bureau of Statistics on Saturday showed prices in China’s
industrial sector in April remained mired in negative territory. The
producer price index declined by 2.5 per cent on a year earlier
last month, after declining 2.8 per cent in March and 2.7 per cent
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in February” (Financial Times, 11-05-2024) and “new housing
prices fell at a faster pace in April than a month earlier, while the
value of existing homes posted its steepest decline in a decade. ”
(Bloomberg, 31-05-2024).

Faced with this situation, the Chinese capitalist state has
gradually announced several measures. In March 2024 it
published “a plan to promote the renewal of machinery or the
delivery of consumer goods, as part of the payment to acquire
new ones. According to the local press it will give a new boost
to the national market by opening a market of some 640,000
million euros, reports Efe (..) The goal is that by 2027,
investment in machinery - which includes sectors such as
agriculture, heavy industry, construction or transport, among
others - will have increased by more than 25 % compared to 2023,
Other targets mentioned are a rate of more than 90% in the
penetration of digital research, development and design tools in
the country’s main industrial companies or a recycling volume of
scrapped vehicles of almost double that in 2023. (...) By the end
of 2023, the number of civilian vehicles in China reached 336
million, while the number of household appliances such as
refrigerators, washing machines or air condiitioners exceeded 3
billion units.” (Expansién, 16-03-2024). It is easy to see that
although part of the plan is aimed at encouraging final
consumption, a no less important part of the plan is aimed at
encouraging the consumption of constant capital and of fixed
capital in particular. If this consumption materializes, Chinese
capitalism will have created an even broader base for
overproduction in its domestic market and in the world market.

In May 2024 it announced that it *(...) will start selling the
first batch of its 1 trillion yuan (3138 billion) of ultra-long bond's
(...) 100 billion yuan for a 50-year term, 600 billion yuan for a
30-year term and 300 billion yuan for a 20-year term.”
(Bloomberg, 13-05-2024). “The sale comes after China’s regional
banks piled into long-dated soverejgn bonds in the first quarter
of this year — driving the cost of government borrowing to
record lows — as they sought a haven from volatility in China’s
equity and property markets.” (Financial Times, 14-05-2024).

In September the Chinese capitalist state announced the
following measures: “...) lowering borrowing costs on as much
as $5.3 trllion in mortgages and easing down-payment
requirements for second home purchases to a historical low.

The People’s Bank of China will cut outstanding mortgage
rates for individual borrowers by an average of 0.5 percentage
point (...). The minimum down-payment ratio on second home
purchases will be lowered to 15% from 25%. (...) Currently,
existing mortgages carry an average interest rate of about 4%,
compared with 3.2% on newly issued loans for a first home and
3.5% for a second home, according to data compiled by China
Real Estate Information Corp. in late August.” (Bloomberg, 24-
09-2024). And these measures are having an impact on the
margins of Chinese commercial banks: “Banks have resorted to
multiple deposit rate cuts to mitigate the impact of lower loan
rates. Combined profits at China’s commercial lenders rose 0.4%
in the first half, the slowest pace since 2020, according to official
data. The sector’s net interest margins have continued to decline,
hitting a record low of 1.54% at the end of June, well below the
1.8% threshold regarded as necessary to maintain reasonable
profitability. ” (Bloomberg, 24-09-2024).

The measures of the Chinese capitalist state do not stop here:
“For the nation’s stocks, (...) the central bank will provide at
least 800 billion yuan ($113 billion) of liquidity support”
(Bloomberg, 24-09-2024).

We have seen mortgage rates, bond funding rates, deposit
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rates, bank margins decline and, finally, “7he People’s Bank of
China cut the rate of the medium-term lending facility to 2%
from 2.3%, according to a statement on Wednesday. The 30-
basis-point cut was the biggest since (...) 2076.” (Bloomberg,
25-09-2024).

MLFs remain more expensive than interbank lending despite the cut
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Chinese capitalism offered resistance at the time when the
rest of the imperialisms were giving free rein to the expansive
monetary policy. It applied it gradually and reluctantly when the
rest were on inflationary roller coasters, but the interesting thing
about the moment is that the measures that all of them are
forced to take tend to converge in time, as a symptom of the
same common and global root problem: the relative
OVERPRODUCTION of capital and commodities.
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Workers of the world, unite!

TO PUT AN END TO WARS, WE MUST PUT AN END TO CAPITALISM!

War is the capitalist solution to its crisis

It has been almost two years since the CARNAGE in Ukraine
began and one year since the MASSACRE in Gaza, while multiple
other less mediatic conflicts are being carried out in today's
capitalist world. It would be extremely BLIND to try to
understand these conflicts by considering them only on their
local scale, and even more to try to look for a “solution” on that
scale. These conflicts are determined by the intersection of the
necessary processes of concurrence between the different
imperialisms on a world scale.

The accumulation of intertwined imperialist interests that
collide and explode in the form of armed conflicts, takes place in
the framework of the processes that determine the current period,
once the cycle of bourgeois anti-colonial revolutions in Asia and
Africa has been finished and the extension of capitalism on
a world scale has culminated: the displacement of the
center of gravity of capitalism to Asia, the rupture of the
division of the world and the crisis of overproduction.

These processes determine, among other things, the
displacement of the US by other imperialisms and its withdrawal
from several of its areas of influence, the exacerbation of the
trade war, the trend towards intra and interregional
interconnection, the irruption of alterations in trade routes and
the supply chain in an attempt to contain the avalanche of
commodities and counteract the quicksand of overproduction,
their materialization in military conflicts for the moment localized
but with an unquestionably international and worldwide
participation and impact.

Both the rupture of the division of the world and the crisis of
relative overproduction of capitals lead the capitalist world
towards imperialist war; it is not a question of the madness of
one or another puppet but of the essence of the capitalist
solution to the crisis: "And how does the bourgeoisie get over
these crises? On the one hand by enforced DESTRUCTION of
a mass of productive forces; on the other, by
the CONQUEST of new markets, and by the more
thorough EXPLOITATION of the old ones. That is to
say, by paving the way for more extensive and more
destructive crises, and by diminishing the means whereby
crises are prevented. " (Manifesto of the Communist Party, 1848).

The macabre game of the various imperialisms

Some imperialisms and others act pushed by material
determinations in defense of their interests, but the results of the
actions of one or the other often produce effects different from
those expected, without being able to stop in their uncontrolled
race to displace their rivals.

The war in Ukraine was prepared by the US with the
intention of breaking the connections between the EU and Russia,
with the aim of isolating and wearing down Russian imperialism
at the same time as European imperialism, and to impose itself
a posteriori on the exhausted contenders (as it did in the two
world wars). It was initiated by Russia with the intention of
recovering its area of influence incited by the process of
withdrawal of the US at world level. European imperialism tries
to contain with it the push of Chinese and Russian imperialism.
The Ukrainian and Russian proletariat is sacrificed at the front
and subjected to redoubled exploitation in the rear, fighting and
working for a cause which is that of their exploiters.

The massacre in Gaza was detonated as a means of
slowing down the integration of Israel with the rest of the Middle
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East area, which was accelerating with the Abraham accords in
the framework of the US withdrawal from Afghanistan and
practically from Irag, the Iran-Saudi Arabia agreement under the
auspices of China and the recognition of Israel by Saudi Arabia
that was to be imminently announced. This integration process
would leave without material basis several sectors on the
Palestinian and Israeli sides: the administrators of the Gaza
concentration camp (Hamas) and the Israeli faction currently
ruling and linked to the ultra-Orthodox and the “colonists”.
These factions are the ones that were pushed to try to stop this
integration, some organizing the attack of October 7" in the
territory of the current Israeli State and the others allowing this
attack on the civilian population to develop without contention,
in order to have the excuse to enter Gaza militarily and carry out
the work of massacre and destruction that the Israeli Army has
been carrying out since then. Both Hamas and the Israeli State
have actively sabotaged any ceasefire, trying to extend the
military escalation as far as possible (to Lebanon or directly with
Iran), in order to keep alive the conflict that gives them their
reason to exist. Each of the main imperialisms involved moves its
pieces on that chessboard. The consequences are suffered by the
proletariat from Palestine, Israel, Lebanon, Iran and the rest of
the area.

Wars are inevitable under capitalism

The role reserved for the proletariat in the bourgeois plot we
have described and in the subsequent episodes is that of
CANNON FODDER in the field of exploitation and on the war
front, unless it rises up against the exploiters as a class for
itself and not for capital, unless it resumes the class struggle
and constitutes itself into International Communist Party.

Out of the First World War and in the heat of the October
Revolution, the Communist International — organ for the
international revolution — arose in 1919 and declared to the
world proletariat:

"Remember the imperialist war!’ These are the first
words addressed by the Communist International to every
working man and woman, wherever they live and whatever
language they speak. Remember that because of the existence
of capitalist society a handful of imperialists were able to force
the workers of the different countries for four long years to cut
each other's throats. Remember that the war of the bourgeoisie
conjured up in Europe and throughout the world the most
frightful famine and the most appalling misery. Remember
that without the overthrow of capitalism the repetition
of such robber wars is not only possible but in-
evitable. (..) The imperialist war once again confirmed what
was written in the statutes of the First International: the
EMANCIPATION OF THE WORKERS is not a local, nor a
national, but an INTERNATIONAL PROBLEM. " (Statutes of
the Communist International, Il Congress, 1920).

This International suffered a serious degeneration over a
short period by committing a series of errors: tactical (political
united front, 1921), tactical-programmatic (workers' government,
1922), and organizational (the incorrectly termed
'Bolshevization,' 1924). These errors ultimately led to the
Stalinist counterrevolution ('socialism in one country' or the
claim that socialism existed in Russia, 1926). These errors
destroyed the International itself, turning it into a subsidiary
subordinated to the needs of capitalism’s construction in Russia.
In 1943, in the middle of World War I, Stalinism dissolved its



corpse as an offering to better divide Europe and the world with
the rest of the imperialist powers.

Without the complete and definitive overcoming of these
tactical-programmatic-organizational errors the resumption of
the class line, of the International Communist Party, is impossible.

Without the reappropriation of the Marxist program and
theory there is no alternative to the macabre script
reconstruction-overproduction-crisis-war-destruction:

"without revolutionary theory there can be no revolutionary
movement. " (Lenin, What is to be done?, 1903).

Any pacifist illusion in a capitalism without wars is a SOCIAL
STUPEFACIENT that delivers the proletariat bound hand and foot
to its bourgeoisie at the moment of truth:

"Only by cursing all war and everything military, only be
demanding disarmament? The women of an oppressed and
really revolutionary class will never accept that
shameful role. They will say to their sons: “You will soon be
grown up. You will be given a gun. Take it and learn the military
art properly. The proletarians need this knowledge not to shoot
your brothers, the workers of other countries, as is being done in
the present war, and as the traitors to socialism are telling you
to do. They need it to fight the bourgeoisie of their own
country, to put an end to exploitation, poverty and war,
and not by pious wishes, but by defeating and
disarming the bourgeoisie.” (...) Only after the
proletariat has disarmed the bourgeoisie will it be able,
without betraying its world-historic mission, to
consign all armaments to the scrap-heap. And the
proletariat wifl undoubtedly do this, but only when this condition
has been fulfilled, certainly not before. " (The Military Program of
the Proletarian Revolution, Lenin, 1916).

The proletarian alternative to war is the anti-
capitalist social revolution

The  militant communist  position is that of
REVOLUTIONARY DEFEATISM, the transformation of
imperialist war into revolutionary civil war: “7he proletariat must
not only oppose all such wars, but must also wish for the
defeat of its 'own' government in such wars and utilize
its defeat for revolutionary insurrection, if an
insurrection to prevent the war proves unsuccessful.” (The
Military Program of the Proletarian Revolution, Lenin, 1916).

A part of opportunism would like to make us choose between
the US, the EU, Russia, China, Iran, etc. We must reject this
trap, which is the same as always. The lesson of 1871,
when Prussia liberated the French army to massacre the Paris
Commune, is valid today at world level: all the armies of the
world are confederated against the proletariat.

Just as in the heart of every petty bourgeois beats
the ambition and greed of big capital, in the heart of all
the anti-imperialist bourgeoisies of yesterday beats the
imperialist ambition and greed of their colonialist oppressors of
yesterday. The areas that were the scene of this bourgeois anti-
colonial struggle are now an integral part of the world market
and the bourgeoisies that dominate in them play a role of their
own in the war for the domination of the world market and the
distribution of the exploitation of the world proletariat. The
position of Marxism was established for the entire current
historical cycle after the social-chauvinist betrayal that led to the
bankruptcy of the 2™ International: “...) picture to
yourselves a slave-owner who owned 100 slaves
warring against a slave-owner who owned 200 slaves
for a more “just” distribution of slaves. Clearly, the

application of the term “defensive” war, or war “for the defense
of the fatherland” in such a case would be historically false, and
in practice would be sheer deception of the common people, of
philistines, of jgnorant people, by the astute slaveowners. (...) It
is not the business of Socialists to help the younger and stronger
robber to rob the older and overgorged robbers. Socialists
must take advantage of the struggle between the
robbers to overthrow them all. ” (Socialism and War, Lenin,

1915).

For the resumption of the class struggle, for
proletarian internationalism

National union is the grave of the working class:
nationalism consigns us bound hand and foot to capitalist
exploitation in times of commercial war and to the
slaughterhouse as cannon fodder in times of military war. Any
defense of one's own "fatherland" is a betrayal of the cause of
the revolution: “The working men have no country. We
cannot take from them what they have not
got" (Manifesto of the Communist Party, 1848).

History offers only one way to eliminate all exploitations, all
tyrannies and oppressions: the path of revolutionary class
action which, in any country whatsoever, aligns the
working class against the local bourgeoisie, with
complete class autonomy in political thought, organization
and behavior, in combat action; uniting the forces of the
proletarians of the whole world across the frontiers of
all countries - in "peace” and in war - in a unitary
organism whose action will not stop until the complete
annihilation of the institutions of capitalism.

The only way to oppose the wars that capitalism produces is
the resumption of the class struggle against our ‘own’
bourgeoisie, the rupture of the national interclassist
front (in the belligerent countries and in the rest). For this we
need to fight against the organizational and ideological influence
exerted by the bourgeoisie through state-integrated unionism
and through parliamentarism, developing an extensive
network of solidarity and struggle on the labor union
level, outside the tentacles of the State, in which the
International Communist Party has gained a decisive
influence.

In order to carry out its historic mission, the working class
needs the International Communist Party which should
gather the most advanced and determined part of the
proletariat, unifying the efforts of the proletarian
masses, directing them from the struggle for
contingent interests and results to the general
struggle for the world revolution, for the transitory
establishment of the revolutionary dictatorship of the proletariat
towards a classless society, without private property, without
wage labor, without state, without mercantile and company
regime.

The slogan of revolutionaries worldwide must be
uncompromisingly and without exception:

e Rejection of all nationalism: “the working class has no coun-
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e Rejection of solidarity with the corporate economy and with
the "national” economy.

e Revolutionary defeatism against the bourgeoisie itself in
times of commercial or military war.

« Joint and international organization of the proletarians of all
languages in the International Communist Party for the

COMMUNIST REVOLUTION ON A WORLD SCALE.

INTERNATIONAL COMMUNIST PARTY - "THE INTEI137NATI0NALIST PROLETARIAN" - September 2024



Workers of the world, unite!

PARLIAMENTARY CIRCUS AND MATERIAL MISERY FOR THE WORKING CLASS IN VENEZUELA
GOVERNMENT AND OPPOSITION THE SAME EXPLOITATION!

The real fraud is the electoral farce, the
parliamentary illusion itself

Last July 28, 2024, presidential elections were held in
Venezuela. Officialism proclaimed itself the winner of such
elections, which was later ratified by the CNE. Fraud and
trickery? It can do it because it is the Party of the Army
and controls the official and unofficial bodies of
repression.

What really determines who wins the elections in
Venezuela is who has the support of the Armed Forces, of
the Army, which for the moment does not intend to give
up its parliamentary projection that has served it well in
recent times.

But, comrades, what we must UNDERSTAND is that
PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY is a profound
FRAUD by definition. It is a fraud by which the
exploited are made to choose which group of exploiters
will dominate in the next six years.

Officialism and "opposition” are ultimately disputing
to see which gang will despoil the result of the
exploitation of the Venezuelan proletariat and of the oil
rent. But there is something deeper that unites officialism
and "opposition”": both bourgeois factions need
ILLUSION and PARLIAMENTARY NARCOTIC.

Parliamentary circus and social control

What is behind the calls for peaceful demonstrations
by the government and the "opposition"? Paradoxical as
it may seem, the reality is that neither officialism nor
the "opposition" itself can allow the so-called
"opposition" to win these elections.

If they let the "opposition” win, the economic and
social program it would have to deploy to recover the
capitalist economy would be as anti-working class or even
more than the current economic and social policy of
officialism. Venezuelan capitalism would have been left
without the decoy, the carrot, the ILLUSION with which it
narcotizes the working class. Venezuelan capitalism
would be left without the life insurance of
parliamentary ILLUSION and would risk an
EXPLOSIVE SOCIAL SITUATION. What would they use
to maintain the DECEPTION of the exploited working
masses? What ILLUSION would they use to maintain the
SOCIAL PEACE and the SEDATION with which they control
the working class? What alternative would be left for the
working class after it becomes clearly proven by the facts
that officialism and "opposition" are the same
exploitation?

We would only be left with the alternative of
UNDERSTANDING and LEARNING that whoever rules,
the Venezuelan capitalist economy demands the
sacrifice of the working class, its redoubled
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exploitation and that only by recovering the methods of
class struggle, through the recovery of class unionism as
well as the struggle for the overthrow of bourgeois power,
will we be able to put an end to the situation of MISERY
to which CAPITALISM condemns us.

This is the reason why the "opposition" itself is
in charge of holding back the protest and
controlling the situation. It is all about maintaining
the ILLUSION, about entangling the working class by
promising them that the day they are allowed to hold
"real" elections everything will be fixed.

Thus, the reaction of those who had hoped and have
seen their illusions vanish, has remained a parliamentary
indignation. One of less intensity than it has been made to
appear: many of the videos that have been circulated refer
to situations of years ago, during the “guarimbas”. This
does not exclude the fact that the Venezuelan
capitalist State has deployed a selective but
systematic repression: arrests, house raids, cell
phone requisitions, etc.

The situation of Venezuelan capitalism

What is happening in Venezuela is that the deluded
great-grandchildren of Bolivar abandoned the entire
industrial park, dedicated themselves to the export of
capital and oil. High oil prices facilitated credits and they
got into debt up to their necks. They promoted the
liquidation of their own industry by selling oil in exchange
for manufactured products. These commodities have then
flooded the Venezuelan market, first destroying their own
industry and agriculture and then producing a runaway
inflation, plunging the proletarian masses into an
unprecedented misery.

In these 25 years of government, the Bolivarian Army,
the most centralized Party of the Venezuelan bourgeoisie,
has developed a policy of repression and subjugation of
the working class with the incorporation of organized
crime groups called “colectivos”, used to control the
demonstrations from the neighborhoods to the factories.
In the proletarian neighborhoods they control the
proletariat,  with  the incorporation of the
lumpenproletariat distributing the CLAP bag and domestic
gas. Prison-like rules of coexistence are imposed, and the
government calls these neighborhoods “peace zones",
where there is no longer any need for the police because
they are controlled by organized crime, guaranteeing what
they call social peace. Besides this, in these 25 years the
government has mitigated the discontent and the
proletarian struggle with an intensive use of the
PARLIAMENTARY ILLUSION, since they came to
power they have held 23 parliamentary elections,
including the current one.



Officialism and the "opposition" have succeeded with
the electoral campaign to demobilize the proletariat, they
have paralyzed its energy, its class instinct. The
Venezuelan Observatory of Social Conflict (OVCS)
registered 1,243 protests during the first quarter of 2024,
equivalent to 14 demonstrations per day on average. This
figure represents a 56% decrease compared to the same
period last year.

Material misery for the working class

Public services are clearly deteriorated throughout the
country: power outages have been extended for up to 5
hours daily and drinking water service has been restricted.
As for wages, March 2024 will be two years since the last
increase in the base minimum wage, which remains frozen
at 130Bs ($3.55 according to BCV, and $3.11 according to
the parallel dollar, at the current exchange rate). In July
2024, the government announced an increase in the so-
called integral salary, increasing the amount of the so-
called war bonds (paid in Bs, indexed to the BCV dollar).
For pensioners it was increased to $45 (1,640Bs). For
public employees, the war bonus payment is $90 from the
BCV, the $40 basket ticket, and the payroll salary is frozen.
These "war bonuses” do not affect the payment of
allowances, vacations or “aguinaldos” (complying with
the commitments made to Fedecamaras to gradually
eliminate allowances). And, while the food basket in
March 2024 reached $554.26, the basic basket in
Venezuela (which in addition to food expenses includes
other items such as education, health, transportation and
services), reached a cost of $1,200 for a family of five
members, according to the Center for Documentation and
Social Analysis of the Federation of Teachers (Cendas-
FVM, 09-05-2024). The Venezuelan bourgeoisie
pays part or all our salaries in bolivars when the
entire economy is dollarized.

This situation of crisis will always push the
dispossessed class, the proletariat, to revolt, to fight for
bread, for food. But in the absence of a network of class
union struggle outside the control of the State
and in absence of the influence of the International
Communist Party, this rebellion will consume itself or
will be channeled by each fraction of the bourgeoisie
which will enlist a part of the proletarians to fight for the
interests of that fraction, falsely promising it the solution

of all its problems with its electoral triumph.

The big lie of socialism in Venezuela

The major victory of the Venezuelan bourgeoisie -both
of officialism and of the "opposition"- has been to
manage to identify the Party of the Army with socialism
and communism. It is an imperative necessity for
the working class to eliminate this BIG LIE. In
Venezuela there is no socialism, there is CAPITALISM.
Capitalism is based on wage labor, on the fact that our
labor power is just another commodity and has a
price: the wage. This is why capitalism inevitably
means exploitation and hunger for the working
class. No change of parliamentary government is
going to mean a real change for the working class
under capitalism. The capitalist State is at the service
of capital, whoever rules, whoever governs.

Parliamentary illusion only serves to distract us
while they kill us with hunger or bullets: parliamentary
governments pass, and hunger remains. Proletarians will
continue to suffer the consequences of this system as long
as the bourgeoise keeps tricking us into thinking that we
have to change the government when what we have to do
is to abolish this system of exploitation.

This is the reality that the working class and the
Venezuelan proletariat live and face, theoretically
disarmed without a class organization to serve as an
instrument for the fight for better working
conditions and wages. The working class will not be
able to fight even for its immediate demands if we do
not break with the bourgeois policy that
influences and directs the entire labor union
apparatus, breaking with its organizational
control, tending to form classist organisms for
the economic struggle, independent from the
parliamentary political parties, fighting the policy of
submission or solidarity to the national or corporate
economy, fighting and unmasking the parliamentary
democratic regime as a classic instrument of domination
of the dictatorship of capital.

We need to recover a program of revolutionary
overcoming of capitalism. Only in this way will we be
able to fight for better labor and social conditions while
preparing the conditions for the abolition of the slavery of
wage labor.

DOWN WITH THE FALSE "SOCIALISM" OF THE PARTY OF THE ARMY!
DOWN WITH THE EXPLOITING CAPITALISM THAT STARVES THE WORKING CLASS!
FOR THE RESUMPTION OF THE CLASS STRUGGLE!

FOR THE ABOLITION OF WAGE LABOR!

INTERNATIONAL COMMUNIST PARTY - www.pcielcomunista.org
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THE PHYSIOGNOMY OF THE DEGENERATIVE PROCESS OF THE NVEW COURSE (1972-1982)

ll'I

An assessment of the degeneration of “i
Programma Comunista” between 1972 and 1982

Coinciding with the digitalization of our archive, we intend to
initiate in this and following issues a deepening and
development of the assessment of what was the
degenerative process known internally as new course and our
struggle (which was not the only one) against this revisionist
process, in defense of the continuity of the communist program
within the old Party.

To focus the question, it is not the immediate objective of this
work to criticize the current positions of the publication “il
Programma comunista”, without prejudice to face this more
limited issue in the future. Likewise, we will face the criticism of
the role played then by this and other current organizations that
claim to be part of the Party', as a collateral result of this work,
insofar as it is related to the degenerative process we are
studying.

When we speak of making an account of the degeneration of
“il Programma Comunista” we refer to the process lived in the
seventies and early eighties within the Party reconstituted after
the Second World War on the basis of the continuity of the
communist program and of the lessons drawn from the
degeneration of the Communist International and from the
struggle of the Italian Communist Left within it, whose main
organ was the review “il Programma Comunista”, as had been
previously “Battaglia Comunista” and "Prometeo”, reviews
where our fundamental texts are published.

As in the case of the Communist International, in the 1970s,
a series of tactical deviations were transformed into
programmatic deviations and led to a series of organizational
deviations to impose the new course to the whole organization
that reacted against these deviations, until leading to a series of
internal ruptures, which took the form of expulsions and splits,
which became generalized at the beginning of the 80s.

The subject is complex and requires a not inconsiderable
extension to be able to adequately expose the different points of
clash between the current (or, in reality, currents) that from the
direction of the Party wanted to submit to revision its
programmatic and tactical theoretical bases, on the one hand,
and, on the other hand, the current (in reality, also currents) that
fought against this degeneration from a relative isolation
imposed by the circumstances.

Faced with this problem it is notorious that the current
publication of “il Programma Comunista” decided to draw a veil
as if nothing had happened’ and that, on the contrary, “le
Prolétaire/il Comunista” has since then been regurgitating
pretended “assessments” in which they defend the Center's
performance at the time (their own performance), contradicting
themselves at every step, changing the version of the facts and
shedding their skin several times in the process; all with the aim

" On the process of cannibalism between the different activist currents
that shared and disputed the direction of “il programma comunista”
and especially the trajectory and the role played by one of them (the
current “il Comunista”, which came out of “Combat”), see the article
published in “The Internationalist Proletarian” No. 13, entitled: “/e
Prolétaire/il Comunista. spearhead of revisionist degeneration of the
new course”.

?In the first issue of "Il Programma Comunista” of 1984, the article
“Resuming the path” begins by saying: “7he militants who have taken
up again in their hands the thread of the ‘Programma Comunista’
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of burying under a mountain of earth their positions and actions
of the time.

Both fragments, originating from the degenerated center of
that time, have in common that they circumscribe the
degenerative crisis as of October 1982 in France and June 1983
in Italy. That is to say, both claim the tactical, programmatic and
organizational line that they imposed on the Party since 1972
and situate the crisis at the moment when they were displaced
from their leading positions (although it is notorious that the
current leaders of “le Prolétaire/ii Comunista” legalized
“Combat” and controlled its economic fund), after having
carried out all the work of internal destruction of the positions of
the Left.

The bubo which exploded at the end of 1982 and which was
bursting sequentially in the subsequent period of cannibalism
among those who had imposed on the Party their interclassist
and activist line, was being prepared in a process which began
much earlier.

In this issue we will only be able to outline the themes that
will be deepened later, the main objective being to present a
synthetic but sufficiently detailed description of the
physiognomy of the new course, how the degenerative
process manifested itself externally.

The preceding crises

The crisis to which we refer is not the only crisis suffered by
the formal Party reconstituted after the Second World War.
Others, whose study is even more important, are both the break
with Damenian activism that took control of Battaglia Comunista
and Prometeo in 1952 (today “Internationalist Communist
Tendency”) and the double break represented by the Theses of
1965-66 against the mystical-idealist deviation (which resulted
in the review “Invariance”) and against the activist deviation
that wanted to reintroduce democratic centralism in the Party
(which resulted in “Rivoluzione Comunista”).

In the struggle against these deviations, the Party produced
fundamental theoretical materials, reaffirming the continuity of
the communist program, coming out strengthened in its
theoretical, tactical and programmatic background. The
“Characteristic Theses" (1951), the “Considerations on the
organic activity of the Party when the general situation is
historically unfavorable” (1965), the “Theses of Naples” (1965)
and the “Theses of Milan " (1966) condense - together with other
texts - the fundamental bases of the Party, in complete continuity
with the “Theses of the Abstentionist Communist Faction”
(1920), the “Theses on the tactics of the Communist Party of
Rome” (1922), the “Theses on the tactics presented at the IV
Congress of the C/”(1922) and the “Theses of Lyon” (1926).

The same cannot be said of the 1973 break’ with the
“Florentines” who today publish “il Partito comunista”. The
positions defended then and carried out in the organization

unfortunately broken in issues 7-10 of 1983, (...)". This evidences that
they only considered incorrect, out of line, issues 7-10 of 1983,
vindicating everything that had happened before. Which was logical
because it was them who had done it together with those who
published first “Combat” and then “il Comunista”/"Le Prolétaire”
and also with those who decided to be coherent with their real activity
and had tried to dissolve the formal wrapping.

* It was in fact an anti-organic expulsion of the Tuscan sections that
anticipated the methods that would become generalized later.



regarding trade union tactics were erroneous’ and constituted a
deviation from the analysis made by the Party on the nature of
the big trade union organizations in the dynamics of integration
into the State. But the positions of those who remained and
joined the direction of the Party were equally confusing,
oscillating and incorrect, as was subsequently manifested. Thus,
when we analyze the tactical deviations and more concretely the
trade union question, we will see that the “tesine sindacali”’ of
1972 (published as “ i/ partito di fronte alla questione sindacale”
in “il programma comunista” No.3/1972) contain spontaneist
and anti-union positions that suppose a revision of the
approaches of the Party and that are at the basis of the later
tactical errors. We will return to this subject in another issue to
treat it with the depth it requires, but a great deal of the errors
and tactical drifts that we will see next and that were developed
during the seventies derive from the search for
substitutes and surrogates of the obvious central
aspect that the intervention in the labor union plane
has in our tactics and in the texts of the Party’.

It is important to note that in the crises of 1952 and 1964,
the Party was accused of immobilism, of “attesista” or
“attendista” , of not being political enough. This is
exactly the same accusation that since the mid '70s and early
'80s, the degenerate direction of the Party launched against the
sections that opposed the new course. In 1952 and 1964 the
Party rejected the activist deviations. In 1972-82, the tables
had turned and it was activism which led the
organization and consummated the destruction of the
historical line of the Party from within.

The causes of degeneration
Let us say from the beginning that the causes of the

* The erroneous positions began to be insinuated in 1965 and led to
the claim of a supposed “class” character of the C.G.I.L. and to the
formation of “committees for the defense of the class union” within
it as of 1970. This clashed head-on with the characterization of the
C.G.I.L. made by the Party after its reconstitution by the Comitato de
Liberazione Nazionale (National Liberation Committee). The Party had
characterized the C.G.I.L. (with the “i" of Italy, unlike the C.G.L. of
the 1920s) by stating that: “/f cannot dissimulate that not even the
confederation that remains with the social-communists of Nenni and
Togliatti s based on class autonomy. It is not a red organization, it is
also a tricolor organization STITCHED ACCORDING TO THE
MODEL OF MUSSOLINI. " (The Trade Union Splits in Italy, 1949).

® Known like this within the Party as “small” theses.

® Faced with the process of trade union integration initiated by fascism
and maintained after the second world war, the Party had established
that "5 In the several phases of the bourgeois trajectory
(revolutionary, reformist, counter-revolutionary), the dynamics of labor
union action underwent profound changes (interdiction, tolerance,
submission); but this does not alter the fact that it is organically
indispensable to have among the mass of proletarians and the
minority within the party an additional layer of organizations that are
politically neutral in principle, but constitutionally accessible only to
the workers, and that organizations of this type must re-emerge in
the phase in which the revolution is approaching. " (Theory and Action
in Marxist Doctrine, 1951).

For this reason, the Characteristic Theses of our Party, after stating
that "7 The party never adopts the method of forming partial
economic organizations comprising only workers who accept the
principles and direction of the communist party', impose a task to the
militants and to the Party itself: “(..) /t is the task of the party, in
unfavorable periods and periods of passivity of the proletarian class,
to foresee the forms and encourage the appearance of
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successive crises of the formal Party, as well as of the
degenerative process whose study we propose to undertake,
cannot be sought in specific individuals or currents. Although we
will have to follow the role played by one or the other to show
the development of the degenerative process, it will never be
the acts of this or that individual that will explain the causes of
the degeneration.

The ultimate cause of the degeneration and of the process
that led to it was the weight of the prolongation of the
counterrevolution initiated in 1926, the effects of which are still
a heavy burden today. We have always said that “the party
cannot but resent the characters of the real situation that
surrounds it" (Considerations of 1965) and the weight of the
prolongation of a historically unfavorable situation was felt,
despite the fact that the Party had the necessary navigational
instruments in the Theses of Naples and Milan.

To this we must add, as an accelerating factor of the outcome,
at the end of the seventies:

e The last flickers of the bourgeois-democratic revolutionary
movements in the colonies (a stage considered essentially
closed by the Party in the entire Afro-Asiatic area as early
as 1964%), flickers that extend until 1975 (with the defeat
of the USA in Vietnam and the formal independence of East
Timor, Mozambique, Angola and Western Sahara from
what remained of the European “metropolises”), with the
corresponding reverberation in the boiling water of the
petty bourgeoisie and, especially, the students.

e The massive entry of militants coming from the May '68
wave and other organizations (swallowed up without any
possibility of digestion), actively sought by the Parisian and
Milanese centers and the other exponents of the new
course to substitute, replace or displace the existing

organizations with economic objectives for the immediate
struggle, which may even assume totally new aspects in the future,
after the well-known types of corporation, industry union, company
coundil, etc. (...)". (" Characteristics Theses, 1951); given that “/in any
perspective of any general revolutionary movement these fundamental
factors cannot be absent: 1) a large and numerous proletariat of pure
wage earners, 2) a large movement of associations with economic
content embracing an imposing part of the proletariat; 3) a strong
class party, revolutionary, in which a minority of the workers militate,
but to which the development of the struggle has allowed to validly
and extensively counterpose its influence in the labor movement to
that of the bourgeois class and power." (Theory and action in the
Marxist doctrine, Revolutionary Party and economic action, 1951) and
given that the “(...) effective imprisonment of all union network in the
articulations of bourgeois class power“is a “fundamental result to the
defense and preservation of the capitalist regime precisely because the
influence and utilization of union associationist network Is an
INDISPENSABLE STAGF for any revolutionary movement directed by
the Communist Party." (Theory and action in the Marxist doctrine,
Revolutionary Party and Economic Action, 1951).

" From “attesa” or “attendere”, which means “to wait” in Italian.
*“In Fastern Europe and Asia, the era of bourgeois-democratic
revolutions did not begin until 1905. The revolutions in Russia, Persia,
Turkey, China, the wars in the Balkans, this is the chain of world
events of our era in our Fast”, Today [1964, Ed.], this phase has
also ended for the entire Afro-Asian area. Fverywhere, at the
end of the Second World War, more or less “independent”, more or
less “popular” national states were created, promoting more or less
“radically” the accumulation of capital.” (Theses on the Chinese
question, general meeting of Marseille, il Programma Comunista
No.23/1964).



militancy opposed to the change of course that was being
imposed on the Party.

e Alack of understanding (or self-interested forgetfulness) of
the Party's forecasts and conditioning factors in relation to
the potentiality of the 1975 crisis, which led to an attempt
to fill in the delay between the economic curve and the
social curve, accusing the Party of an alleged “delay” in the
“change of phase”.

These last factors generated a context of impatience and
hustle and bustle, an assessment of a “decisive moment” to
which everything was sacrificed, which was the catalyst for a
whole series of previous errors consisting in a drift of the
organization in an activist, movementist, democratic and
nationalist sense, “discovering” new “practical” terrains and
“new weapons” (il programma comunista, No.20, 1982).

The fight against the new course

In "il Comunista" No. 33, 1992, the inheritors of the new
course themselves narrate the previous resistance offered by the
ensemble of Party militants from multiple sections who opposed
the revision of the Party's approaches, of the theoretical,
programmatic and tactical line of the Communist Left, that is,
who opposed the new course represented then — along with
others — by the current editors of "il Comunista” (exCombat).

“For this part of the comrades, every decision taken
outside of what and how had "already been done"”
before, every interest in questions in the field of
political and theoretical criticism that had not been
addressed and resolved with firm theses and points
hefore (by the current party or by the Communist Party of Italy
in the 1920s), took on the appearance of a danger or
even an attempt to deviate the party and invalidate its
theoretical and political capacity.

Against such a view — which gradually became
characterized as an all-out defense of what, not so
much the communist left as a political current, but of
the Italian left in particular and especially of the
person Amadeo Bordiga, had said written done, without
actually understanding the profound lessons of the class battles
waged by the communist left — an internal political struggle
developed, led in particular by the Center through the
effort to reframe the problems of today and the
differences of the historical situation without losing the thread
of those class battles.

This circular of March 1976, like others before and after it, is

* “Allo stesso modo, una forte resistenza con le parole e coi fatti
veniva offerta da questi compagni ad ogni tentativo di intervento fuori
dalle fabbriche — sulle questioni della casa, femminile, della
repressione, ecc. — e di intervento nelle stesse fabbriche e sul terreno
propriamente sindacale che non si facesse ridurre ad una stretta
dipendenza aai tempi e dai modi dettati dalle strutture sindacali
ufficiali

Per questa parte di compagni ogni decisione presa al di fuori di guanto
e di come era « gia stato fatto » in precedenza, ogni interesse per
problematiche che investivano il terreno della critica politica e teorica
non affrontate e risolte con tesi e punti fermi in precedenza (dal partito
attuale o dal partito comunista d'ltalia negli anni Vent;), assumeva
['aspetto del pericolo o addirittura del tentativo di portare il partito
fuori dalla sua rotta e di inficiarme Ja capacita teorica e politica.
Contro una visione di tal genere - che ando via via caratterizzandos/
come difesa ad oltranza di quanto, non tanto la sinistra comunista
come corrente politica, ma di quella italiana in particolare e
soprattutto della persona Amadeo Bordiga, aveva detto scritto fatto,
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part of this internal political struggle. (...) From this point of view,
this circular marks a point in favor, if one may so
express it, in the struggle hoth against the party
conservatism unfortunately well rooted in the
organization, and against that theoretical arrogance
mixed with a verbal wishful thinking but practical immobility
characteristic of the anti-dialectics attached to a mystical vision
of the party, of the class struggle, of the proletariat and its
movement. of revolution, of communism”. (Premessa alla
circolare of 1976, published in “il Comunista”, No.33, 1992, p.
9)’.
The militants and sections in France and Italy who opposed
this revision of the principles and tactics of the Party were labeled
with the epithet “ attendista”. In these sections which resisted
the maneuverist and disciplinary pressure of the direction of the
new course, the transmission of “the flame along the historic
‘thread of time™"° had not been broken and the young militants
learned from the old militants not only the ABC of Marxism, but
a method and the sense of militancy, the old guard had
transmitted “an uncorrupted and powerful motto to a young
guard"".

The Spanish section was formed by workers who had
emigrated to the factories in Germany and there they had met
old Italian militants of the Party who had also emigrated either
due to the persecution of the Stalinists or for economic reasons.
There they met, worked and militated together with an old guard
from whom they were able to learn an uncorrupted motto that
from that moment on they defended tooth and nail against any
deviation, renovation or updating of the line of Marxism and the
Sinistra. As in the sections that were opposing the new course
these comrades learned a method and the sense of militancy, at
a time when the new course was beginning to manifest itself in
the direction of the formal organization.

These comrades returned to the Spanish state to develop a
Party action that went from the publication of the review “El
Comunista” (since 1974), the translation of the texts of the Party,
the study and formation of sympathizers and militants, the
monitoring of the bourgeois press and the development of the
capitalist economy, at the heat of the intervention in the
struggles of the working class, of the employed and unemployed.
In the case of the Spanish section, given the impossibility of
dispatching the issue with the qualification of “attendista"
(falsely applied to others) given the obvious intensity of our
activity at the labor union level, the bicephalous center (Paris-
Milan) coined the qualification of “syndicalists and generically

senza comprendere in realta la lezione profonde delle battaglie di
classe condotte dalla sinistra comunista - si sviluppo una lotta politica
interna condotta in particolare dal Centro attraverso lo sforzo di
reinquadrare i problemi dell’'oggi e le differenze di situazione storica
senza perdere jl filo conduttore di quelle battaglie dli classe.

Questa circolare del marzo 1976, alla pari di altre precedenti e di
successive, fa parte di questa lotta politica intema. {(...)

Da questo punto di vista, questa circolare segna un punto a favore, se
cosi i si puo esprimere, alla lotta sia contro il conservatorismo di
partito ben radicato purtroppo nell'organizzazione, sia contro
quellarroganza teorica mescolata ad un velleitarismo verbale ma
pratico immobilismo caratteristici degli antidialettici legati ad una
visione mistica del partito, della lotta di classe, del proletariato e de/
suo movimento, della rivoluzione, del comunismo.”” (Premessa alla
circolare de 1976, pubblicato en “il Comunista”, No.33, 1992, p. 9).
' Considerations on the organic activity of the party when the general
situation is historically unfavorable, 1965.



theoreticians” .

This was the new course's way of saying that we did not
renounce to the study of the fundamental texts and to
the fact that these were the basis for the formation of
sympathizers and militants as well as the exclusive
guide of all our action, at the same time that we
developed our activity within the working class (that all
the members of the section were part of, most of whom had
known the Party in contact with Italian comrades in emigration,
in the factories of Germany"), instead of in the interclassist
organisms or in the committees of political united
front where the new course wanted it to be carried out.

It must have been hard for the emissaries of the different
currents of the degenerated center, in our section and in
others that opposed the mew course, to see worker
comrades carrying forward not the innovative tactics of the new
course but the tactics of the historic Party, of the line of the
Communist Left, and not being able to trick them with methods
of cheap intellectualism because these workers maintained the
habit of individual and collective study and knew the
fundamental texts of the Party better than the envoys of the
center. Hence, the coining of the double label of “ syndicalists
and generically theoreticians” that some™ continue to ruminate
as an “explanation” for internal and external consumption about
our existence.

An overview of the physiognomy of the new
course

For the reader who has not lived through the degenerative
process we are studying, it may be useful to make a non-
exhaustive overview of the physiognomy of the new course by
following the press of the organization. Given that some current
organizations, such as “le Prolétaire”/"il Comunista”
(exCombat), in an attempt to cover up their role in the new
course from the very direction of the Party, repeat ad nauseam
that the change of course was situated in October 1982 (France)
or even in June 1983 (in Italy), we will go back a little further to
have a broader perspective.

In 1972 the “tesine sindacali” were published. Written by
someone later expelled by the direction of the new course, they
have always been vindicated by the new course, since on this
issue there was an identity of positions among them. In these
“tesine” it is said of the intermediate organizations that: “these

" See in “The Internationalist Proletarian” n. 6, “An uncorrupted
motto that transcends generations 'of the dead, the living and the yet
to be born".

"Like the epigone of “le Proletdire/il Comunista” in Spanish (No.23
of July 2021) which, besides claiming the formation of the PSOE as " a
milestone of Marxism in Spain" (sic), vindicated this artificed
characterization made by the Parisian center, made only ten (10)
months before this Parisian center abandoned the organization
pretending furthermore its international dissolution. We will return
elsewhere to this point.

" “Queste organizzazioni possono anche non essere i sindacati - e
non lo saranno nella prospettiva di una brusca svolta nel senso
dell'assalto  rivoluzionario (...)" ("il programma comunista”
No.3/1972)

“Letter by 0. Damen: “/n such a phase of advance or conquest of
power, the regrouping of the forces of the proletariat will not
wait for a repetition of the traditional practice of the labor
union, but will take place through new mass organizations ”
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organizations may not be the labor unions. In the perspective of
an abrupt change towards the revolutionary assault, they will not
be the labor unions" " . This represented the restitution of
Damenism” on the labor union question, the negation of the
Party's always held stances contained in “Revolutionary Party
and Economic Action” (1951) and in the “Characteristic Theses"
(1951). In this same text, speaking of the groups of militant
workers who organize themselves outside the integrated labor
unionism to fight against the employers, the following is said:
“but recognizing the symptom of an instinctive proletarian
reaction against the state of impotence to which the unions
reduce their struggles and organizations [the Party] must find in
this a motive to instill in even a very small stratum of the
exploited the consciousness that their efforts, however generous
they may be, are doomed to remain sterile if the class does not
find in itself the strength to carry out a total political overturn in
order to move towards a direct and general assault on capitalist
power” . The function of the Party would no longer be “fo
foresee the forms and encourage the appearance of
organizations with economic objectives for the immediate
struggle” (Characteristic Theses, 1951) but to convince the
combative proletarians of the sterility (sic) of their efforts if the
class does not find “in jitse/f” (can there be a cruder elimination
of the function of the Party?) nothing less than * the strength to
carry out a total political overturn in order to move towards a
direct and general assault on capitalist power”. Even the most
spontaneist of spontaneists is left as a mere apprentice of
spontaneist before these authentic champions of spontaneism!

In 1974 the slogan of the United Proletarian Front was
launched and formal proposals were made to other political
groups'®.

Also in 1974 it calls for participation in the referendum on
divorce stating that “the proletarians will rightly vote against the
abrogation of the existing law”, adding “better a crumb than
nothing (il programma comunista, No. 7/1974, p. 2)", a position
defended in issues 9 and 10 of that year. Similarly, participation
in the referendum on immigration in Switzerland is described as
“a gesture of elementary solidarity ” (Le Prolétaire, No. 184/1974,
p. 3).

In 1976, in the circular of March 26, the degenerate center
theorized the intervention in interclass organizations to defend
the “common immediate interests” (sic) of “proletarians and
non-proletarians ” (sic): “THE SECOND CASE (Interclassist

B "(..) ma, riconoscendovi il sintomo di una istintiva reazione
proletaria allo stato di impotenza al quale i sindacati riducono le sue
lotte e rivendicazioni, deve trarne motivo per inculcare in uno strato
sia pure esile di sfruttati la coscienza di come i loro sforzi, per quanto
generosi, siano condannati a rimanere sterili se la classe non trova in
S€ la forza di provocare e compiere una inversione completa di rotta
politica in direzione dell'attacco diretto e generale al potere
capitalistico. ” ("il programma comunista” No.3/1972)

" It will be enough to recall one of the many texts in which the Left
and the Party oppose the political united front: “for the tactical
question it is enough to recall that the united front was born proposed
as a method to ‘ruin’ the socialist parties, and to leave their leaders
and general staffs deorived of the masses that followed them and had
to pass with us. The evolution of this tactic has confirmed that it
contained the aanger of leadling to a betrayal and an abandonment of
the classist and revolutionary bases of our program.” (Theses of
Naples, 1965).

" “(..) I proletari voteranno a giusta ragione contre |'abrogazione
della legge esistente, (...) meglio una briciola che nulla (...).” (il
programma comunista, No. 7/1974, p. 2)



base organizations) includes those non-proletarian
base organizations in which questions are debated or
interests are defended to which the working class is not and
cannot be indifferent: women's committees, soldiers’
committees, tenants' committees, school committees, etc. With
the reservations considered in the previous case, we can and
should join them, either simply to expose our positions, even for
a single day and before a single proletarian, or to carry out a
more or less continuous action, not putting as a
precondition for our participation that the
organization itself adopts class objectives to which in
principle it is alien and refractory, but vigorously
defending in its ranks 1) that the immediate interests
common to the soldier, the woman, etc, proletarian and
non-proletarian, can only be effectively defended in
conjunction with the proletarian class struggle; 2) that the final
solution to the problems that beset that social stratum is in
socialism, and only in socialism; 3) that in both cases, the furrow
in which one must move is the same as that of the revolutionary
class par excellence, the proletariat.” *®. These were the new
interclassist “intermediate bodies” (no longer bodies of
immediate struggle of the trade union type) to which the “fesine
sindacali” had opened the door and in whose interclassist
swamp the new course wanted to force the communist militants
to drown, under penalty of being considered “attendista”.

Faced with the opposition of the sections of the Party against

"® “NEL SECONDO CASO (Organismi a base interclassista) rientrano
quegli organismi a base non soltanto proletaria in cui tuttavia si
dibattono questioni o si difendono interessi ai quali la classe operaia
non é e non puo essere indifferente: comitati di donne, di solaat;, di
inquilini, della scuola ecc. Con le riserve considerate nel caso
precedente, possiamo e dobbiamo entrarvi sia semplicemente per
propagandare Je nostre posizion;, fosse pure per un solo giormno e di
fronte ad un solo proletario, sia per svolgervi un azione pit 0 meno
continuativa, non ponendo come pregiudiziale  alla  nostra
partecipazione la adozione aa parte dello stesso organismo d\ obiettivi
di dlasse ai quali esso é per origine estraneo e refrattario, ma
sostenendo energicamente nel suo seno. 1) che gli interessi immediati
comuni al soldato, alla donna ecc. proletari e non proletari si
difendono efficacemente solo se si agisce in collegamento con la lotta
proletaria di classe; 2) che la soluzione finale dei problemi assillanti
quel certo strato sociale risiede nel socialismo e solo in esso, 3) che in
entrambi i casi il solco su cui ¢ si deve muovere é il medesimo della
classe per eccellenza rivoluzionaria, il proletariato.” (Circular of the
direction, March 26, 1976, republished and vindicated by “il
Comunista” in issue 34-35).

4. (..) Above all the party develops its activity of propaganda
and attraction among the proletarian masses, especially in the
dircumstances in which these are set in motion to react against the
conditions that capitalism has created to them, and within the
organizations that the proletarians form to protect their
immediate interests.

5.- The communists penetrate, therefore, in the proletarian
cooperatives, in the unions, in the councils of enterprise, constituting
in them groups of communist workers; trying to conquer there the
majority and the leading positions, to obtain that the mass of
proletarians enrolled in such assodiations subordinate their own action
to the highest political and revolutionary aims of the struggle for
communism.

6.- The communist party, on the contrary, keeps out of all
institutions and associations in which proletarians and
bourgeois participate with the same title or, even worse, whose
direction and sponsorship belongs to the bourgeois (mutual aid
societies, charities, schools of culture, popular universities, Masonic
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this interclassist approach that clashed with the whole line of the
Party (and of the Left's struggle for separation first from
opportunism and then against the degeneration of the Third
International) that expressly vetoes the Party's action in
interclassist organizations®, the degenerate direction of the new
course theorized: “that decisions taken at the central leve/
sometimes give rise to perplexity and uncertainties, is a fact to
be taken for granted and of which there is no cause for alarm as
long as one has the courage and firmness to acknowledge it. .
This is another innovation against the always held stances. On
the contrary, the Left had defended at the IV Congress of the
Communist International that a political organization “based on
the voluntary adhesion of all its members, only responds to the
demands of centralized action when its components know and
accept the set of methods that can be ordered by the center to
be applied in the different situations “and that “the prestige and
the authority of the center, which does not have material
sanctions, but makes use of parameters that belong to the
domain of psychological factors, absolutely demand clarity,
decision and continuity in the programmatic proclamations and
in the methods of struggle ”*' . The direction of the new course
was in full process of dynamiting the clarity, precision and
continuity of our tactical positions, the only place where the Left
has considered that “the only guarantee of being able to
constitute a center of effective unitary action of the international
proletariat”. The Left demands: “know and accept the set of

associations, etc,) and seeks to remove the proletarians from
them, fighting against their action and their influence.”
(Theses of the Abstentionist Communist Faction, 1920).

» “che le decisioni prese centralmente suscitino a volte perplessita e
incertezze, é un fatto che deve considerarsi scontato é di cui non v'é
ragione di allarmarsi purché si abbia il coraggio e la fermezza di
guardarlo in faccia.” (Circular of the direction, March 26, 1976,
republished and vindicated by “il Comunista” in issue 34-35).

® “To eliminate opportunist dangers and disciplinary crises the
Communist  International  must  support  organizational
centralization in the clarity and precision of tactical
resolutions, and in the exact definition of the methods to be
applied.

A political organization, that is to say, based on the voluntary
adhesion of all its members, only responds to the demands
of centralized action when its components know and accept
the set of methods that can be ordered by the center to be
applied in the different situations.

The prestige and the authority of the center, which does not have
material sanctions, but makes use of parameters that belong to the
domain of psychological factors, absolutely demand clarity,
decision and continuity in the programmatic proclamations
and in the methods of struggle. In this lies the only
guarantee of being able to constitute a center of effective
unitary action of the international proletariat.

A solid organization is only born out of the stability of its
organizational norms, by assuring to each member its impartial
application, it reduces to a minimum rebellions and desertions. The
organizational statutes, as well as the ideology and the
tactical norms, must give an impression of unity and
continuity.

For these considerations, based on a rich experience, the passage from
the period of construction of the International of the communist
parties to that of the action of the International Communist Party
makes necessary the elimination of totally abnormal
organizational norms. " (Tactics of the Communist International in
the project of thesis presented by the CP of Italy at the IV World
Congress, Moscow 1922).
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methods that can be ordered”, “clarity, decision and continuity”
but the degenerate center of the nmew course theorizes:
“perplexity and uncertainties”.

In November 1977, a joint statement was signed by the Party
and Maoist organizations in the struggle of the Sonacotra
shelters” and later, in April 1978, calls were made with these
same organizations and with the French Socialist Party (PS) and
the Unified Socialist Party (PSU).

In 1978, the right of immigrant workers to vote was
demanded: “7his is the sense of our demand for the abolition of
all discrimination in political rights (and therefore also in the
right to vote) between workers of different nationalities. ” (le
Prolétaire, No.262, 1978, p.2).

In 1979 we have the artificial creation of the "Comitato
Nazionale contro i Licenzamienti” (CNCL) on the basis of ten (yes,
10) dismissed workers from FIAT (“il programma comunista”,
No0.22/1979, p. 6), in an act of labor union activism which ends
in a body in which there is no real workers' participation but only
a parade of militants of different political organizations, serving
in reality as a platform of political united front combined with an
authentic and empty labor union activism.

In December 1981, the new course from "le Prolétaire”
recovered the political united front (vetoed by our theses)
renamed as “class front” (“le Prolétaire” N0.349/1981, p. 3)
including all kinds of possible agreements with other parties.

We also have the creation of RIPRA (Comité Riposte a la
Répression en Algérie) in 1981 and meetings such as the one
held on 22-05-1982 with the aim of “creating a unitary collective
against repression in Algeria” in which participated from the
Committee for the Defense of Cultural Rights in Algeria and the
Trade Union Association of Algerian Students in France to a
number of other organizations described by EI-Oumami itself” as
petty bourgeois. Despite the unsuccessful nature of the meeting,
El-Oumami proposes the “minimum basis on which we can
consider collaboration with other forces that have a program and
ideology different from ours ” (EI-Oumami, No. 26, p. 4)*.

That is to say, while the communist militants who carried out
labor union activity were told ad nauseam that they had to
remain in the straitjacket of integrated labor unionism or
consider their efforts sterile, the direction of the Party in Italy and
France dedicated itself to artificially creating activist committees

Znitially SONACOTRAL (SOciété NAtionale de COnstruction de
logements  pour les  TRAvailleurs Algériens) was renamed
SONACOTRA after Algeria's independence.

® Organ of the Algerian section, epicenter of the nationalist
degeneration of the formal organization.

® “base minimale que nous pourrons envisager de travailler en
commun avec d autres forces qui ont un programme et une idéologie
différents des ndtres”

® Expelled with the excuse of “factionalism” for having held a
meeting with comrades from the South of France in the face of the
serious drift of the Party. Regardless of the fact that we cannot
sympathize with the subsequent development of a part of these
sections, the accusation of “factionalism” for having held a meeting
was a mere pretext and the expulsion for this reason is completely
unfounded. This action of the direction of the Party is worthy of the
worst expression of the degeneration of the International and of a
Togliatti of the worst kind. Indeed, the direction of the Party had fallen
into the hands of inter-class activism and the sections that reacted
against it were expelled with the (false) accusation of a “factionalism”,
using the same methods as the degenerated International: “#he
spectre of ‘factionalism’ was seriously abused and the constant threat
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of political united front, such as the CNCL, the RIPRA and the
Committee of Solidarity Lebanon-Palestine ("“Le Prolétaire”, No.
363 of 1982, p. 2). What is clear is what the new course wanted
to exist and, on the other hand, what they did not want to see
come into existence.

In 1980 the new course had already defended the “solidarity
with the Irish political detainees”, literally defined as “heroic
Irish rebels ” ("il programma comunista”, No. 23, 1980, page 5).

In 1981 “the “encapuchados” of the 23 de enero
neighborhood” are defined as the “honor of the Venezuelan
proletariat” considering “a remarkable result in itself to keep
alive the flame of the class revolt” ("il programma comunista”,
No. 6/1981, p.6).

Continuing in 1981 an article is published on the “ Struggles
in the university canteen in Florence”. Is it perhaps the struggle
of the workers of that canteen? No! It is the struggle so that
“former students or ‘not very studious’ figures “who " are not in
order with the exams” continue to eat there at a reduced price
("il programma comunista”, No. 12/1981, page 6).

In the same issue No. 12/1981, on the same page in a box
there is the following: “NOTICE: We inform the sympathizers and
readers of the lvrea area not to use the address published
until now as a point of contact with the party. This
address has been suppressed as a consequence of a political
disagreement that has developed within the positions
defended in recent years by our biweekly, particularly
in the field of immediate struggles.”

What is not said is that the comrades of the Ivrea section had
been anti-organically expelled. This page illustrates in a very
expressive way the essence of the new course. On the one
hand, the Party militants whose factory group at Olivetti was
respected among the workers and the most important in the
Party, who defended the continuity of the communist program
against the innovative activists of the new course, were
expelled”, labeling them as supposedly “attendists”. On the
other hand, the “struggle” of the hippie students for subsidized
food was praised as the ultimate proletarian struggle.

In 1981 the "Party” participates in the “Convegno nazionale
contro la repressione” (National meeting against repression)
where it “supports any initiative to coordinate in an immediate
defense action against repression” and “we share the platform

of expulsion of a current, artificially accused of preparing a split with
the sole aim of making dangerous centrist errors prevail in the party's
policy." (Theses of Naples of 1965). The degenerate center of the time
can be reminded that, in its battle against the degeneration of the
International, the Left has always defended that: “/# is absurd and
sterile, and moreover very dangerous, to pretend that the party and
the International are mysteriously insured against any relapse or
tendency to relapse into opportunism. These effects may depend as
much on changes in the situation as on the play of the remnants of
the social-democratic traditions. In the resolution of our problems it
must be admitted, then, that every difference of opinion, which cannot
be reduced to cases of conscience or personal defeatism, can be
usefully developed to preserve the party and the proletariat in general
from grave dangers. If these dangers were accentuated, differentiation
would inevitably, though usefully, assume the form of factionalism,
this could lead to splits, but not for the childish reason of a lack of
repressive energy on the part of the leaders, but only concrete in the
event that the accursed hypothesis of the failure of the party and its
subjection to counterrevolutionary influences were verified." (Theses
of Lyon, 1926).



of the Milanese Coordination, as stated at the beginning of this
debate, that is, a body in which different political lines are
present, provided that they are all within the class front” ("il
programma comunista, No. 13/1981)%.

In the following passage of the Circular of October 1981,
published in “il programma comunista” No. 19/1981, the
nucleus of the tactical revisionism of the new course is well
synthesized: “The youth, the immigrants, the homeless,
the victims of repression, the political prisoners, are
today, together with the unemployed in general, the
vanguard patrols of a class war (...)". (The course of world
capitalism and the fundamental axes of intervention of the Party,
Circular of October 1981, “il programma comunista” No.
19/1981, p. 2)”.

Entering 1982, the new course publishes in the press organs
of the organization: “7he tyranny of space has prevented us from
offering an image of the movement of occupation of the
houses of Berlin at the moment when, during the
spring, it reached the apogee of its vigor, intertwining
with movements such as those of struggle against
repression, in defense of political prisoners, against
the preparations for war, etc, and thus allowing the
comrades to intervene in a terrain less and less spurious from the
class point of view. (...)

It is here that a fertile ground of agitation opens up
for the party, to which objectively favorable
conditions are also offered for its development by
those ‘free spaces’ of collective life of exchange of
experiences of struggle and of discussion of social and political
problems broader than those strictly linked to contingency,
which in Berlin have become the 'squats”.” ("il programma
comunista”, No. 3/1982, p. 6).

During 1982, the degenerate direction of the new course
discovers also a “youth question” ("il programma comunista”,
No. 9/1982), “the ability to question oneself on the path
travelled” (il programma comunista, No. 10/1982) and that “7he
communists for this reason must try to lead themselves the
national claim of the Palestinian proletarians” ("il programma
comunista”, No. 19/1982).

In “Le Prolétaire”, No. 362 of June 1982, “a possibility of
linking the anti-nuclear struggle with the workers' struggle ” is
affirmed and on the plane of “anti-militarism” it gives as an
example that “militants of various organizations participated in
the organization of this initiative ” organized by the new course.
In “Le Prolétaire”, No. 363 of 1982, p. 2, the new coursedeclared
“It is essential not to start from the criticism of the PLO”. The
September 27, 1982 issue of EI-Oumami carried on its cover the
slogan “Palestine Vaincra!”.

And this places us in the moment immediately before all this
activist and interclassist INFECTION accumulated by the
organization's direction itself exploded. For a succinct
description of the development following the outbreak of this
bubo, see in “The Internationalist Proletarian” No. 13: “/e
Prolétaire/il Comunista: spearhead of revisionist degeneration of
the new course”,

® “In questo quadro condlividiamo la piattaforma del Coordinamento
milanese, come esposta all'inizio di questo dibattito, cioé di un
organismo in cui siano presenti differenti linee politiche, ben inteso
tutte interne al fronte di classe.” ("il programma comunista,
No.13/1981)

26

Aside: the Party's always held stance

All these manifestations that illustrate the physiognomy of
the degenerative process known as the new course are
completely antithetical to those of the Left, those of the Party:

“10.- The acceleration of the process derives, besides the
deep social causes of the historical crises, from the work of
proselytism and propaganda with the reduced means available.
The party ABSOLUTELY EXCLUDES that the process can
be stimulated with resources, maneuvers or
expedients that rely on those groups, cadres and
hierarchies that usurp the name of proletarians,
socialists and communists. These means, which formed the
tactics of the Third International, the day after Lenin’s
disappearance from political life, had no other effect than the
disintegration of the Comintern, as an organizational theory and
operative force of the movement, always leaving some shred of
party on the path of “tactical expediency”. These methods are
taken up and revalorized by the Trotskyist movement and by the
IV International, erroneously considering them as communist
methods.

To accelerate the new class ascent there are NO
READY-MADE RECIPES. To make the proletarians hear
the class voice there are no maneuvers and expedients,
which as such would not make the party appear as it really is,
but a disfigurement of its function, to the detriment and damage
of the effective resumption of the revolutionary
movement, which is based on the real maturity of the
facts and the corresponding adjustment of the party,
enabled for this only by its doctrinal and political
INFLEXIBILITY

The ltalian Left has always fought against expedientism in
order to remain always afloat, denouncing it as a deviation of
principle that has nothing to do with Marxist determinism.

The party, on the line of past experiences,
ABSTAINS, therefore, from sending or accepting
invitations, open letters or agitation slogans to form
committees, fronts and mixed agreements with any
political movement and organization”. (Characteristic
Thesis, 1951).

"At the base of the relationship between militant and party
there is a commitment we have of that commitment a
conception that, to get rid of the unpleasant contractual term,
we can simply define as dialectic. The relationship is double, it
constitutes a double flow in opposite directions, from the center
to the base and from the base to the center; if the action
directed from the center responds to the good
functionality of this dialectic relationship, then the
healthy reactions of the base will respond to it.

The problem, therefore, of the famous discjpline consists in
placing on the base militants a system of limits that is the
intelligent reflection of the LIMITS placed on the action of
the leaders. We have therefore always maintained that they
MUST NOT HAVE THE FACULTY at important turning
points in the political conjuncture TO DISCOVER,
INVENT AND UNLEASH PURPORTED NEW PRINCIPLES,
NEW FORMULAS, NEW NORMS FOR THE ACTION OF THE
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Glovani, immigrat], senza-casa, vittime della repressione, detenuti
politici; sono 0qgi; insieme ai disoccupati in generale, le pattuglie di
avanguardia di una guerra di classe” (“il programma comunista”
No.19/1981, p. 2)



iLEE, APOYA Y DIFUNDE LA PRENSA COMUNISTA!

El Comunista No. 73

El ciclo histérico de la degeneracion de la Il
Internacional (II)

Vida de Partido: reunion general de agosto de 2024
La olla a presion de la economia capitalista

iPara acabar con las guerras tenemos que acabar con
el capitalismo!

Circo parlamentario y miseria material en Venezuela
Fisonomia del proceso degenerativo del nuevo curso
(1972-1982)

iPor la reduccion drastica de jornada, hacia la
abolicion del trabajo asalariado!

LEGGETE, SOSTENETE E DIFFONDETE LA STAMPA COMUNISTA!

Per il Comunismon. 7

[E———
THE INTERNATIONALIST
P RIAN

AL commL

Il ciclo storico della degenerazione della Terza
Internazionale (Il)

Vita del partito: riunione generale agosto 2024

La pentola a pressione dell'economia capitalista

Per porre fine alle guerre dobbiamo porre fine al
capitalismo!

Circo parlamentare e miseria materiale in Venezuela
Il processo degenerativo del nuovo corso (1972-1982)
Per la drastica riduzione dell'orario di lavoro, verso
I'abolizione del lavoro salariato!

PER IL COMUNISMO

RRE FINE ALLE GUERRE, DOBEIAMO PORRE
FINE AL CAPITALISMO!

PARTY. It is in the history of these SURPRISE BLOWS
that the shameful history of the betrayals of
OPPORTUNISM is summarized.” (Force, Violence and
Dictatorship in the Class Struggle, 1947).

"6. Not being, then, conceivable abrupt returns of the masses
to a functional organization of revolutionary attack, the best
result that the coming time can give is the RE-PROPOSITION
of the true proletarian and communist objectives and
demands, and the reaffirmation of the lesson that any
tactical improvisation that changes from situation to
situation pretending to exploit unexpected data from
them is DEFEATISM.

7. The stupid currentism-activism that adapts
gestures and movements to the immediate data of
today, true party existentialism, must be replaced by
the reconstruction of the solid bridge that links the
past to the future and whose broad lines the party
dictates to itself once and for all, PROHIBITING
gregarious but ABOVE ALL LEADERS from the
tendentious search and DISCOVERY OF ‘NEW PATHS".".
(Theory and Action, Forli Meeting, December 1952).

For the direction of the new course, the LIMITS of the
doctrine-program-tactic unity were uncomfortable because they
did not let them “discover” nor use “new weapons” nor
"broaden their vision ", nor "reframe the problems of today " and,
for this reason, they unleashed new rules of action to the Party
to which they wanted to bend it and they undertook an “internal

% “lo non voglio che si getti in commercio il nome di Bordiga, stupida
esca aawvero per chi la porga e chi abbocchi, e sono certo che non si
fara nemmeno dopo la mia morte. Chi non capisce il perché, non ha
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political struggle” against the sections and militants who
resolutely defended these limits.

The organizational reflection of degeneration

In the formal organization, the new course had established in
a general way a federalist functioning in which the different
Italian and French “Centers”, as well as the publications,
functioned autonomously and mutually contradicting each other.

It had also come to the creation of the Iskra publishing house
for the publication of fundamental Party texts under an author's
name, despite being Party texts and against the express will of a
well-known comrade: “/ do not want the name of Bordiga
to be marketed, stupid bait for those who put it and
those who bite it and | am sure that it will not be done even
after my death. Whoever does not understand why, has
not understood a line of all the texts and history of the
Left | think about the date of death with serenity and leave to
the superstitious the incantations. | do not fear to die, but that
the whole movement would get dumb by commemorating me,
this yes. Although | have decided not to leave a will of any kind,
you force me to think of the measures | can take to avoid this
super stupidity. I provide that anyone may use the texts
free of charge on the condition that Bordiga's name
does not appear in them. A problem of bourgeois practice
and communist practice. If all of you were really mature, perhaps
! would not have this concern: but | see weak points. If | violate
the rights of History, of it | laugh above all else.” (Letter of
November 16, 1962)*.

capito un rigo di tutti J testi e la storia della Sinistra. Alla data della
morte io penso con serenjta e lascio ai superstizioss gli scongiuri. Non
temo di morire, ma che si rincoglionisca tutto il movimento per



The new course also introduced the theorization of the
normality of the democratic debate and of the internal political
struggle, which is the destruction of the organic centralism that
has as a premise the political homogeneity. These concepts were
introduced in the years prior to 1982, were taken to the
caricatural extreme in the July 1983 to January 1984 issues of “il
programma comunista”, were continued in “Combat” and have
been repeatedly vindicated by “il Comunista” (exCombat) which
still fails to understand or pretends not to understand why this
internal political struggle and its action from the degenerate
direction of the Party had to necessarily lead to what it led to: to
the revision of all the Party bases.

Logically, there cannot be political homogeneity when it is
assumed that the fundamental texts of the Party are insufficient
to guide the activity of the Party. The direction of the new course
needed to free itself from the fundamental texts: “(..) but it
would be suicidal to want to evade them, either with the pretext
that they are difficult, or with the pretext that it is enough to
consult the paragraph of a text (moreover, often dedicated to the
quite different - and preliminary - question of re-establishing the
fundamental bases of the theory as a guide of the action in the
most general sense of the term) to have them well resolved.”
(Circular of 1974, published in “il Comunista”, No. 33, 1992, p.
8)”.

The direction of the new course saw in the wave of new
militants coming from May '68 and from leftist organizations of
all kinds a mechanism perfectly aligned with its political
objectives. This increase in numbers had the function of
displacing the militancy that was opposing the new course for
which the degenerated Center also arranged a change of course
in the formation methods of sympathizers and militants.

In June 1981 an article was published entitled “For a party of
revolutionary combat” (a rather explicit anticipation of what
would become “Combat”, the work of the “Responsible Director
at that time of “il programma comunista”, then of “Combat”
and finally “Editor in chief” of "il Comunista”) in which it speaks
of “forging” a new type of militant who “/s enthusiastic about
all the struggles that break out no matter where, cven
in the most remote place on the planet”and “is the one who in
all the episodes of a struggle that embraces all the
continents, and in all the phases of this multiform

"

commemorarmi, questo si. Sebbene io abbia deciso di non lasciare
testamenti di nessun genere, mi costringete a pensare alle misure che
posso prendere per impedire tale superputtanata. Dispongo che
chiunque possa usufruire gratis dei testi alla condizione che non vi sia
1 nome Bordiga. Un problema in prassi borghese e in prassi comunista.
Se foste tutti maturi davvero, questa preoccupazione potrei non averla:
ma scorgo le debolezze. Se violo diritti della Storia, ebbene, di lei
soprattutto mi fotto ", (Lettera di 16 novembre 1962)

® “ma sarebbe un suicidio volerli eludere sia col pretesto che difficili
sono, sia con laltro che basti consultare il capoverso di un testo
(d'altronde spesso dedicato alla ben diversa - e preliminare -
questione di ristabilire le basi fondamentali della teoria come quida
all azione nel senso piu generale del termine) per averli bell'e risolti. ”
(Circular of 1974, published in “il Comunista”, No. 33, 1992, p. 8)

* “si entusiasma per tutte le lotte che scoppiano non importa dove,
fosse pure nell'angolo piv remoto del pianeta (...) F' colui che in tutti
gli episodli di una lotta che abbraccia tutti i continent;, e in tutte le fasi
adi questo movimento multiforme, agisce con la stessa certezza defla
vittoria che se la rivoluzione fosse vicina o si svolgesse sotto i nostri
occhii ”("il programma comunista”, June, No.11/1981, p. 3)

*'BCI, Bureau Centrale Internazionale.

*"“To the first we refute that the unity and real centralization —
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movement, acts with the very certainty of victory as if the
revolution were near or developing under our gaze” ("il
programma comunista”, June, No. 11/1981, p. 3)*.

In this sense, the circular of the BCI"' directed to the whole
Party relative to the “Work with sympathizers and integration of
new militants” (from June 1981, which reached us almost in
November) was a point of no return for the Spanish section. In
this circular the process of formation of the “new” type of
militant of the new course is designed, breaking the method of
formation of sympathizers and militants that had been followed
until then in the Party, imposing an acceleration of the times,
establishing as substitute reading for the texts of Marxism the
“biographies of militants like the history of Big Bill or Mama
Jones, experiences of struggle like Domitilia or even more simply
news or novels that awaken to the struggle”. The June 1981
circular of the degenerate center admits: “Comrades will no
doubt be surprised at the fact that the classic texts we
have used up to now for the theoretical training of
sympathizers have almost disappeared from the arsenal
of the current material proposed” affirming that “7he workers’
groups will assimilate much more effectively the positions by
means of clear-cut answers than by means of extensive readings”
and culminating with "/t can be said in a general way that the
classic texts we use today are necessarily obligatory texts
for comrades who have a habit of orienting their comrades and
framing other militants, but in no way are they an
imperative study of every militant". This was the Party of
activist militants trained in ignorance that the new course was
imposing, against the method of political formation of the Party
and to break the defense at all costs of the positions of the Italian
Communist Left and Marxism: a party whose new cement was
the discipline for discipline’s sake of activism, in which Marxism
would be reserved for the “cadres” to be able to adulterate and
deform it without finding resistance in the militant base of the
Party.

This was the degenerative culmination at the organizational
level (analogous to “Bolshevization” in the degenerative process
of the 3rd International) which logically had to lead to the
exasperation of discipline for discipline's sake and the poison of
internal democracy. It was the destruction of organic centralism,
whose premise is political homogeneity®, the unity of doctrine-

claimed by us more than by any other — in the action and in the
way of organizing the Party is the product, the arrival point,
not the cause and the starting point of the unity and
CENTRALIZATION OF THE DOCTRINE, OF THE PROGRAM AND
OF THE SYSTEM OF TACTICAL NORMS: useless to look for
those if these are missing; worse than useless, destructive
and deadly. We are centralists (and this, if you wil| is our only
organizing principle) not because we recognize centralism as valid in
and of itself, not because we deduce it from an eternal idea or an
abstract scheme, but because the end to which we tend is unique and
the direction in which we move in space (internationally) and in time
(over the generations "of the dead, of the living and of those yet to
be born") is unique, we are centralists by the force of the
invariance of an IMMUTABLE DOCTRINE, which neither
individuals nor groups are in a position to mutate; and of the
CONTINUITY OF OUR ACTION in the ebb and flow of the
historical contingencies, in the face of all the obstacles that the
road of the working class is strewn with.

Our centralism is the way of being of a Party, which is not an army,
although it has a rigorous discipline, as it is not a school although
teaching Is done, but it is a real historical force, defined by its
STABLE ORIENTATION in the long war between the classes.



program-tactics, the immutable doctrine, the stable orientation
and the continuity of the Party's action.

This work of destruction of the unity of doctrine-program-
tactics was being carried out by the new course from the
direction of the organization, a direction that had nothing else to
offer apart from “perplexity and uncertainties””. This was
combined, as could not be otherwise, with the application of
absurd “security” measures (which later were not followed by
those who imposed them) to justify the compartmentalization
and blocking of contacts between groups and sections of the
Party, something suffered by the militants both in the emigration
in Germany and later inside Spain and as suffered by the
comrades in Italy and France. It is difficult to describe the
sensation of the Spanish militants seeing a representative of the
UCI (ufficio centrale italiano, 1talian central office, Italian center)
allowing herself to give lessons of clandestinity while wearing a
pamela as a hat in a proletarian shanty town in Madrid. Very
symptomatically, this representative of the Italian center who
came to impose the discipline of the new course on the workers
militants of the Party ended up being a counselor for the “greens”
in Ivrea and a standard bearer of the “Kurdish cause”.

The demand for the legalization of the newspaper “El
Comunista” which the Italian and Parisian center wanted to
impose and which we rejected since mid-1979 deserves special
mention. This demand for the legalization of the magazine was
being demanded with increasing intensity by the Center; the
same center whose pieces dispatched among themselves
maneuvers of legalization of new magazines, of legal recovery of
others, of hypocritical fussing on the matter between one and
the other. “El Comunista” was never legalized and is still
not legalized, without this having implied any limit to its
distribution. Behind the demand for legalization there was only
a question of control and property.

In the course of the years, in the letters of the Center, more
and more contradictory evaluations were made on the
development of the Spanish section, according to the fictitious
jacket in which it was convenient to artificially corset the
positions of those who resisted against the new course.
Moreover, these letters were based in turn on the reports of the
“secretary” of the section, imposed by the Center for the sole
reason of not knowing the texts of the Party and, above all, of
not having been in contact with the old Italian comrades in the

It is around this inseparable and very hard knot, doctrine-
program-tactics, collective and impersonal possession of the
movement, that our organization crystallizes, and what
holds it together is not the whip of the “organizing center”,
but the unique and uniform thread that binds "leaders"” and
“base”, “center” and “periphery”, committing themselves
to the observation and defense of a system of ends and
means, none of which is separable from the other.
In this real life of the Communist Party - not of any party, but only and
precisely of it as communist both in fact and in name — the puzzle
that bothers the bourgeois democrat — who decides: the
“leadership” or the "base”, the many or the few? who
“commands " and who "obeys “? — is itself definitively dissolved:
it is the unitary body of the Party, the one that embouchures
and follows its path; and in it, as in the words of an obscure
leveling soldier, “nobody commands and all are
commanded ", which does not mean that there are no orders
but that these are adapted with the natural way of moving
and acting of the Party, whoever may be the one who gives
them. But break this unity of doctrine-program-tactics, and
everything collapses, leaving nothing but a... coordination of block
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emigration in Germany. Thus, a real factional work was carried
out by the center to modify the methods of work and to eliminate
those who defended the continuity of the positions of the Party.
As part of the factional and liquidationist work of the direction
of the new course, in mid-December 1981, the center
communicated from Paris an “alarm” that there would be a coup
d'état in Spain, that they had received reliable information from
a foreign embassy in Paris. This was communicated at the last
minute with the instruction to “clean” the houses of material
and to transmit the order also to the sympathizers. Later, when
evidently no coup d'état took place, they justified themselves by
saying that it had been an order and that it had to have been
carried out. The sole objective of this action was to liquidate the
Spanish  section, to eliminate political material and
correspondence which revealed the contradictions of the Party
direction.

This action was carried out by the same ones and has an
obvious parallel with the completely conscious action in France
of the liquidationist center that in October 1982 took the funds
and the archive of the Party to prevent its continuation and the
no less conscious decision to go through all the bookstores in
Germany to ensure the withdrawal of the Party's material, so
that no trace of the Left would remain. This is the “center” of the
liquidators of the Party and of the Left who accused us of
“syndicalists” and “culturalists” in the BCI circular of 12/2/82
with which they tried to explain the according to them “mini-
crisis” of the Spanish section. This supposed “mini-crisis” meant
that the group of comrades linked to the defense of the
continuity of the communist program resumed the
publication of the Party magazine “El Comunista”
since May 1983 while the few who remained in the line of the
new course disappeared almost immediately when their
degenerated international referent successively exploded into
pieces.

Our rupture with the new course

On page 11 of the first issue of "EI Comunista" (nueva
edicion™), May 1983, with which we resumed the publication of
the Party magazine in Spanish, we published some modest but
sufficient notes with the title “La degeneracion de programma

and direction at one end (maneuvering the masses of militants, as the
general — supposed strategic "genius " — moves the little soldiers,
supposed poor fools; perhaps making them pass with weapons and
baggage to the enemy camp, or as the station master maneuvers his
trains, perhaps making them crash one against the other) and an
unlimited place of arms for all possible maneuvers, at the other end.
Break this unity, and logically and historically justified
comes Stalinism, as logically and historically justified comes
the ruinous subordination of a Party like ours, whose first task
is to ensure "the historical continuity and international unity of the
movement” (point 4 of the Livorno Program, 1921), to the false and
deceitful mechanism of the “"democratic consultation”.
Break it and you will have destroyed the class Party. " (The
continuity of action of the party on the thread of the tradition of the
Left, 1967).

¥ “che le decisioni prese centralmente suscitino a volte perplessita e
incertezze, é un fatto che deve considerarsi scontato é di cui non v'é
ragione di allarmarsi purché si abbia il coraggio e la fermezza di
gquardarlo in faccia.” (Circular of the direction, March 26, 1976,
republished and vindicated by “il Comunista” in issue 34-35).

* New edition



comunista y nuestra batalla”* that summarize the historical

causes of that degeneration, the main external manifestations of
the process and the decision to break with the formal discipline
of an organization that no longer represented the historical
thread of the Party. These notes were not a "local” elaboration
of the Spanish section but had been published by the comrades
of the Schio section in February 1983 as part of the international
effort to maintain the continuity of the Party outside the
degenerated formal organization.

We had been expelled first substantially — as had been
expelled the positions of the Left in general — and, because of
this, in January 1982 we decided to break formal discipline with
an organization that no longer represented the Party, which did

not prevent the direction from pretending our formal “expulsion”

in a disciplinary act in a vacuum. As the Theses of our Party state:
" (..) those international and national centrals were on the road
of deviation and treason; according to the theory of the Lefi, this
is the condition that must take away from them any
right to obtain, in the name of a hypocritical discipline,
the blind obedience of the base" . (Theses of Naples, 1965).

Other sections opposed to the new course also broke with
the degenerated organization in the following months (Schio,
Torre Annunziata, Benevento-Ariano, etc.). The degenerated
center had anti-organizationally expelled in the spring of 1981
the Turin, Ivrea and South of France sections that had opposed
the new course.

The subsequent confirmation that the direction of this formal

organization no longer represented the historical thread of the
Party was not long in coming. That direction against whose
degeneration we had fought our battle successively exploded
into fragments a few months later in October 1982, in June 1983
when the openly democratic "internal debate" is given free rein
and a part of the editors steps aside; in January 1984 when the
latter part recovered the publication through the court and the
other part began to publish "Combat"; in 1985 when "il
Comunista" detaches from "Combat" and merges with "le
Prolétaire”.

It is important to note that our No. 1 of May 1983 was issued
prior to the quarrel for the control of "il programma comunista”
starting in June 1983 between the different variants of the new
course. There we reaffirmed our intention to continue the
historical thread of the Party, reclaiming the principles and
method of work reaffirmed in the Party since 1952, together with
all those comrades who work for the integral reaffirmation of the
communist program.

Next steps

In the following issues of the review we will deepen in
specific aspects of the new course and our struggle against it and
in the development and limits of the contact and maintenance of
the organization together with the sections expelled or split in
Italy in opposition to the new course, as well as the development
of contacts and subsequent joint organization with other
comrades at the international level.

ALTERNATIVE TO THE CAPITALIST MERCANTILE SYSTEM - documentary video (in Spanish)

How does capitalism work and what is its alternative?

Exposition of the Marxist theory of the functioning and development of the capitalist mercantile system and its overcoming by a
society without class division, without wage labor, without private property, without state or crisis or war.

Esta es la historia de una sociedad que se hunde y que, mientras se va hundiendo, no
para de decirse: hasta ahora todo va bien, hasta ahora todo va bien, hasta ahora todo va
bien... pero lo importante no es la caida, sino el aterrizaje...

A diferencia de las sociedades que lo han precedido, el capitalismo se caracteriza por un
enorme despilfarro, derroche y destruccion: destruccion de fuerzas productivas, de
mercancias ya creadas, del medioambiente y de vidas humanas

iPero cuales son los cimientos de esta sociedad, los engranajes que producen
inevitablemente estos resultados?

“La riqueza de las sociedades en que impera el régimen capitalista de produccion se nos
aparece como un inmenso arsenal de mercancias y la mercancla como su forma
elemental” (El Capital, Libro I, Seccién |, Capitulo I, pag.3).

“La forma de mercancia que adopta el producto del trabajo o la forma de valor que
reviste la mercancia es la célula econdmica de la sociedad burguesa (...) parece que su
andlisis se pierde en un laberinto de sutilezas y son, en efecto, sutilezas. Las mismas que
nos depara por ejemplo la anatomia microldgica ” (El Capital, Libro |, prefacio, pag. XIll).

Continues in the following link
or in the QR:

https://youtu.be/YZAFRVEK7xc

INTERNATIONAL COMMUNIST PARTY- “THE INTERNATIONALIST PROLETARIAN” — www.pcielcomunista.org

* The degeneration of programma comunista and our battle
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Workers of the world, unite!

FOR THE DRASTIC REDUCTION OF WORKING TIME, TOWARDS THE ABOLITION OF WAGES SYSTEM!

With increasing frequency, various fractions of the
bourgeoisie speak of reducing the working day, worried about the
social bomb that can be accumulated by the displacement by
automation of ever greater masses of proletarians from direct
exploitation or by the cost that would entail keeping it
deactivated with aid and subsidies. Despite being launched with
great noise and generating great opposition and fuss in other
bourgeois sectors, the reductions proposed by the
bourgeoisie are derisory or carry with them a wage
reduction, either immediate or derived.

The struggle for the 40-hour workweek was carried out and
settled in the major capitalist states a hundred years ago. The
reality is that with the technological leap that has taken
place in the means of production in the last century, and
even in the last decades, the working time should be
reduced to less than 20 hours per week.

The drastic reduction of the working time is a
fundamental slogan that connects the struggle on the immediate
plane of the working class with the communist struggle for the
revolutionary overcoming of capitalism: “Zime is the room of
human development. A man who has no free time to dispose
of whose whole lifetime, apart from the mere physical
interruptions by sleep, meals, and so forth, is absorbed by his
labor for the capitalist is less than a beast of burden. He is a
mere machine for producing Foreign Wealth, broken in
body and brutalized in mind.” (Value, Price and Profit, K. Marx)

The basis of capitalism is wage labor

Capitalism distinguishes itself from previous forms of
exploitation and the division of society into social classes by the
commodity character of labor-power, by the fact that the working
class sells its labor-power: “the condition for capital is wage-
labor. (...) there can no longer be any wage-labor when there is
no longer any capital”(Manifesto of the Communist Party, 1848).

This labor-power has an exchange-value (#he socially
necessary labor time for its production and reproduction ) but it
is consumed by the capitalist for a longer time, yielding a
difference in favor of the capitalist: surplus value. This surplus
value, time not paid to the working class, is the only
source of profit. The wages system is nothing else but the
most modern system of exploitation and slavery, which
subjects the commodity labor-power (the working class) to all the
destructive swings and oscillations of the anarchy of
mercantile production.

Absolute surplus-value and relative surplus-value

The prolongation of the working day is in turn the basis of
surplus value, the prolongation of unpaid labor time (Capital,
Section Ill, Absolute surplus-value). But the prolongation of
unpaid labor time is also imposed through the technological
development of the means of production which reduces the cost
of production and reproduction of the commodity labor power,
extending the unpaid part of the working day even
without extending the total working day (Capital, Section
IV, Relative surplus-value).

The socially necessary time required to produce what the
working class consumes for its production and reproduction is
constantly decreasing. What a few years ago took days to
produce, today is produced in hours or even minutes. But the time
we work has not been reduced in the same proportions, when it
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has not even increased. The consequence is that the unpaid
working time of the working class has increased and
continues to increase exponentially.

Consequences of technological development

This exponential increase in the productive capacity of labor,
developed by and within capitalism, has as a consequence for the
working class the expulsion from the productive process
of an ever-greater mass of proletarians whose work is
replaced by technology.

This in turn produces an increase in the working hours
and working intensity of those who keep their jobs, in a
vicious circle in which companies compete with each other to
keep their rate of profit afloat. This competition is inevitable and
is increased by the reduction of the rate of profit and the
saturation of markets due to overproduction.

But it also results in the fragmentation of working time
and, in several sectors, there has been a reduction in working
hours with a reduction in wages, causing many fellow workers to
fail to achieve a full working day, even when juggling
multiple jobs.

Unemployment is inevitable under capitalism

Capitalism needs the existence of a mass of unemployed to
push down wages and to cover the variable needs of labor-power
for its exploitation: “(..) a surplus laboring population is a
necessary product of accumulation or of the development of
wealth on a capitalist basis, (...) a condition of existence of
the capitalist mode of production. It forms a
disposable industrial reserve army (..) it creates, for the
changing needs of the self-expansion of capital, a mass of human
material always ready for exploitation. . (Capital, Volume |,
Section 7, Chapter XXV, K. Marx).

But, in its development and even though its only basis is the
exploitation of wage labor, capitalism expels from the productive
process ever greater masses of the proletarian population, thus
reducing the mass it exploits directly and increasing the mass it
has to maintain, albeit in miserable conditions, through subsidies,
benefits and pensions. It is one more of the contradictions in
which capitalism is entangled, foreseen since the Manifesto of
1848, and which demonstrates its historically transitory
character: “(...) the bourgeoisie is unfit any longer to be
the ruling class in society, and to impose its conditions of
existence upon society as an over-riding law. It is unfit to rule
because itis incompetent to assure an existence to its slave within
his slavery, because it cannot help letting him sink into
such a state, that it has to feed him, instead of being
fed by him. " (Manifesto of the Communist Party, 1848).

For the abolition of wages system

The struggle for the reduction of the working day and, in
general, for wage and working conditions is an indispensable
need for the working class and is also a necessary, though not
sufficient, condition for the fight to overthrow the bourgeois
regime and the abolition of wage exploitation.

The intimate relationship between this immediate struggle
and the perspective of communist revolution has been clear for a
long time now: “(..) is this saying that the working-class ought
to renounce their resistance against the encroachments of capital,
and abandon their attempts at making the best of the occasional
chances for their temporary improvement? If they did, they would



be degraded to one level mass of broken wretches past salvation.
(...) By cowardly giving way in their everyday conflict
with capital, they would certainly disqualify
themselves for the initiating of any larger
movement. ” (Value, Price and Profit, K. Marx). Itis precisely to
liquidate or constrain any impulse of fight even on the immediate
plane that the bourgeoisie finances and subsidizes integrated
trade unionism, a true life-insurance for capital. And for this
reason, communists must support and encourage the
development of a network of union struggle outside and
against integrated unionism: the class union.

But in this immediate struggle we cannot forget that as long
as capitalism and wage labor exist, labor-power will remain a
commodity subject to the laws that preside over the anarchy of
mercantile production: “[The working class] ought to understand
that, with all the miseries it imposes upon them, the present
system simultaneously engenders the material conditions and the
social forms necessary for an economic reconstruction of society.
Instead of the conservative motto: “A fair day's wage for a fair
day’s work!” they ought to inscribe on their banner the
revolutionary watchword: “ABOLITION OF THE WAGES
SYSTEM!”." (Value, Price and Profit, K. Marx).

Capitalism means waste and squandering

Capitalism prevailed over previous forms of production
through the relentless application of science and the division of
labor inside the factory. But this becomes a chaotic and
uncontrolled racket on the outside, in a market flooded with
commodities, in which all the enterprises blindly compete with
each other to transform into profit the surplus value wrested from
the working class.

“But every society based upon the production of
commodities has this peculiarity: that the producers have
lost control over their own social interrelations. Fach
man produces for himself with such means of production as he
may happen to have, and for such exchange as he may require to
satisfy his remaining wants. No one knows how much of his
particular article is coming on the market, nor how much of it will
be wanted. No one knows whether his individual product will
meet an actual demand, whether he will be able to make good
his costs of production or even to sell his commodity at all.
Anarchy reigns in socialised production. But the
production of commodities, like every other form of production,
has its peculiar, inherent laws inseparable from it; and these laws
work, despite anarchy, in and through anarchy. They reveal
themselves in the only persistent form of social interrelations, i.e.,
in exchange, and here they affect the individual producers as
compulsory laws of competition. (...). The product governs
the producers. ” (Anti-Dihring, F. Engels).

This leads to the inevitable overproduction of what is not
needed while not enough is produced to satisfy other pressing
needs, leads to the same processes being carried out in duplicate
and kept under commercial secrecy, leads to a multitude of
unproductive jobs from a social point of view, to a multitude of
other antisocial jobs (think of the bureaucratic apparatus at the
service of the domination functions of the bourgeoisie), to the
production of commodities destined to spoil in order to be sold
again (programmed obsolescence), and, finally, to the periodic
destruction of the productive forces already created through
crises and wars.

Therefore, only with the communist revolution and the
abolition of the anarchy of mercantile production will
we be able to eliminate all this redundancy and waste of effort,

eliminate all useless and antisocial work, incorporate the entire
population into production, thus reducing the obligatory
working time to a minimum fraction of the day, through
the combination of the obligation to work with the
distribution of this work among the entire population,
at different durations and intensities according to age and other
personal circumstances.

For social revolution, for communism

At present, we live under the dictatorship of the
bourgeoisie, no matter how much embellishment they put on
it. It is a truth that we feel at every moment in the strikes, in the
courts, etc. For this reason, we will not succeed in breaking
or modifying the system of capitalist relations of
production, from which exploitation derives, without
overthrowing the bourgeois State. The working class will
have to equip itself in turn with its own instrument to prevent
the restoration of slavery and exploitation: the
dictatorship of the proletariat, history does not allow a
middle term. However, this revolutionary State is only
necessary in a transitory period and will die out and will
be gradually replaced by the collective organization of the
associated free producers.

To be able to carry out this task, the working class needs a
Party with a scientific understanding of history and a program
that is not one of reform or conservation of the present
society: this party is the International Communist Party
that must gather the most advanced and determined
part of the proletariat, unifying the efforts of the
proletarian masses by leading them from the struggle
for contingent interests and results to the general
struggle for the revolutionary emancipation of the
proletariat.

It is essential to understand that “without revolutionary
theory there can be no revolutionary movement"” (Lenin)
and to study the scientific foundations of Marxism (“Wage Labor
and Capital”, "Manifesto of the Communist Party”, "Anti-
Diihring ", "Capital”, “Critigue ~ of  the  Gotha
Programme ") together with the lessons drawn by the Communist
Left from the tactical-programmatic-organizational degeneration
of the Communist International (degeneration of which
"Trotskyism" was a co-participant), which ended up abandoning
the world communist revolution in 1926.

This bourgeois world is sinking and threatens to drag us down
with it, we have no patches or mends to apply it but a new society
to fight and live for. And not a caricature of it with changed names
but a truly communist society: without wage labor, without
market, without anarchy of production, without private property,
without State, without crisis or war... in which “the free
development of each will be the premise of the free
development of all"(Manifesto of the Communist Party,
1848).

Alternative to the
mercantile-capitalist
system
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